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PREFACE. 


As some reasons will probably be expected 
why I present myself to public notice, I 
shall state the motives which induced me to 
undertake the tour described in the following 
letters. 

Entering the naval service at a very early 
age, I remained constantly employed till 
1818 , when the Admiralty was pleased to re¬ 
ward my services by advancing me to the rank 
of Post-captain, a step which had ever been 
the object of my most ardent ambition and 
exertions, and which at once rendered me 
independent, and allowed me leisure, for the 
first time, to take that on shore which I had 
been doing nearly all my life on the ocean, 
i. e. “ a cruize.” But so completely had 
nautical pursuits taken possession of my mind, 
that I determined to make them my primary 
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object, by visiting all the principal sea-ports 
of Europe where I should be likely to gain 
any professional knowledge, or have an op¬ 
portunity of meeting in peace many officers 
whom I had only known in war, and of visit¬ 
ing the interior of ports which, during tedious 
blockades, had excited so much interest in 
my breast. All these objects I accomplished 
in the most satisfactory manner. I inspected, 
during the years 1820 and 1821, the coasts 
of France and Holland from Bourdeaux to 
the Texel, and in 1822, 1823, and 1824, the 
whole of the remainder of the coasts of Eu¬ 
rope, with the exception of those of Spain, 
Portugal, and of part of Italy, which I had 
had frequent opportunities of doing when in 
command, and was well aware, by experi¬ 
ence, that they afforded no objects of interest 
to the naval officer. 

I feel it a pleasing duty to acknowledge, 
that during these tours some of the most 
agreeable meetings and courtesies have been 
with those officers whom I had formerly met 
in hostile array. 

Although professional gratification was my 
chief motive for travelling, I did not disre¬ 
gard the opportunity which it afforded me of 
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seeing the interior of different countries, 
their inhabitants, and peculiar customs and 
manners. 

I kept a regular journal of every thing 
novel which came under my observation, and 
what I witnessed I am now induced to offer 
to the public. 

In this tour nothing will be found but the 
results of actual experience. I had neither 
time nor the means to prosecute scientific re¬ 
searches ; they, in fact, formed no part of my 
object. To scientific readers, therefore, I do 
not address myself; and those in search of 
general knowledge and information, may say 
that they have them much better and more 
copiously from the travellers who have pre¬ 
ceded me. 

To this I can only plead, that pursuing the 
path previously trod by the learned and ele¬ 
gant Dr. Clarke, the accurate de Boisgelin, 
by Mr. James, Mr. Hobhouse, Mrs. Guthrie, 
tVr., and lastly by the justly celebrated Pallas, 
little was left for me to glean : yet no field 
is so well cleared, that by diligence and 
attention a sheaf may not be collected— 
such as the sheaf is, I now lay it as an offer¬ 
ing before the public, trusting in a great de- 
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gree to its well-known generosity, not to treat 
too harshly the labourer who unavoidably 
came late to the harvest. 

If the learned authors before alluded to 
have now and then dropped a blade for the 
benefit of an after comer, they have my best 
thanks (for I have not failed to gather it), 
as they have also for the light they afforded 
me during my wanderings, as well as for 
any thing I may have borrowed from them, 
though I am not conscious of having done so 
to any extent, except in objects of deep and 
learned research for which I candidly own 
myself perfectly unqualified. I have, in this 
respect, implicitly followed the justly cele¬ 
brated Dr. Clarke, than whom a more beau¬ 
tiful and correct writer is not to be found, 
and I feel happy to bear testimony to the 
extraordinary accuracy with which he has 
described the countries through which I 
passed, leaving nothing to be desired, except 
that he had been a little more liberal towards 
the Russian character. From the work of 
Pallas I have derived considerable informa¬ 
tion, and by the assistance of Pinkerton’s able 
translation of the theological writings of the 
late Archbishop Platon, I have been able, in 
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some measure, to draw aside the veil which 
has so long obscured the real doctrines of the 
Russ-Greek-church, particularly with respect 
to the adoration of saints. 

Many years have elapsed since most of the 
above tourists published, and we know how 
greatly the features of a country, and the 
character of a people, may alter in the course 
of a quarter of a century. 

To make these alterations known, and to 
supply any ordinary omissions of my more 
able and learned predecessors, are, I candidly 
avow, my reasons for venturing before the 
public in a character so foreign to my pro¬ 
fession. 

That many professional data are not stated, 
must be attributed to delicacy, because the 
extraordinary kindness by which I was en¬ 
abled to acquire such information, was in¬ 
tended solely for my individual gratification, 
and therefore a public statement of the result 
would be a sort of breach of confidence. I feel 
it a particular duty to state, that all opinions 
passed by me upon particular circumstances 
in different countries, are the result of reflec¬ 
tion at the moment, and are certainly intended 
to be free from asperity, for the treatment I 
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miformly experienced, made me anxious to 
point out defects, ®r what I considered de¬ 
fects, solely in order to their being remedied 
for the general good of the state. 

Even in the brief space since the termina¬ 
tion of my tour, many of those to whom I 
was much indebted for personal kindness, 
have been withdrawn by the hand of Provi¬ 
dence from this sublunary scene. I more par¬ 
ticularly allude to the late Emperor Alexander 
and his amiable consort, personages more 
truly great and good, I firmly believe never 
to have existed; and to their great conde¬ 
scension towards myself and brother, I feel 
too much indebted not to be induced here to 
pay a sincere tribute of respect to their me¬ 
mory. I should be guilty of ingratitude did 
I not acknowledge, that without the personal 
kindness of the present Emperor Nicholas, 
then grand duke, we should, according to the 
established etiquette of the imperial court, 
have been cut off from all the court fetes, 
and even from any public notice, till the em¬ 
peror’s return from Verona, which was only 
a few days before our departure from St. 
Petersburg. 

Therefore, to the Emperor Nicholas I feel 
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that we owe immense obligation, and I trust 
I may be allowed, without being open to the 
charge of flattery, to say, that he appears to 
me to possess every requisite quality to form 
a great prince. I may be permitted also to 
express a sincere hope, that he may long 
continue to reign happily over the great na¬ 
tion which he has been so unexpectedly called 
to govern, and that his enlightened views 
may prove of general benefit to the com¬ 
munity. 

During my tour I paid great attention to 
the condition and state of foreign seamen. 
My reason for taking a review of the systems 
adopted by the nations of Europe for manning 
their fleets, is, to prove that, in no case, is it 
accomplished without a certain degree of 
restraint on personal liberty, operating during 
the whole life of the seaman. This has more 
injurious effects upon his ardour and enter¬ 
prise than that which England inflicts only 
during a war, when the necessities of the 
state absolutely require it. However, in 
what I have said, I disclaim all intention of 
canvassing the subject to the extent of which 
it is so capable, but rather wish to warn the 
public of the probably injurious consequences 
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which would result from changes hasty and 
ill digested, but which might appear, to some 
well-disposed persons, to be improvements of 
the condition of one of the finest characters 
on the face of the globe—a true British 
seaman. 





An Account of the Shifting atPetersoubo in 1817, 


W intered from 
1816. 

Arrived 

Sailed. 

Wintering. 

jy 

2 « 
r 5 a> 

s » 
I s 

With Part 
Cargoes. 

In Ballast. 

In all. 

English . . 

6 

206 

65 

471 

741 

736 

11 

American . 

• • 

26 

7 

18 

51 

50 

1 

Bremen . . 

• . 

1 

4 

22 

27 

27 

.. 

Hamburg . 

• • 

4 

4 

7 

15 

15 

1 

Hanoverian 

1 

4 

2 

35 

41 

46 


Spanish . . 

• • 

4 

. . 


4 

4 


Dantzick . 

• • 

1 

1 

3 

5 

5 


Dutch . . 

3 

14 

20 

56 

90 

92 

, . 

Danish . . 

6 

14 

19 

41 

74 

78 

2 

Lubcck . . 

10 

49 

3 

17 

69 

73 

8 

Mecklenburg 


2 

0 

45 

49 

49 

, , 

Norwegian 


13 

4 

24 

41 

40 

1 

Oldenburg . 


3 

5 

11 

19 

19 

. . 

Portuguese 


8 

•• 

•• 

8 

8 


Prussian . 


17 

16 

198 

231 

227 

3 

Pappenberg 


1 


• • 

1 

1 

. . 

Russian . . 

13 

17 

4 

20 

41 

38 

8 

Rostock 

1 

7 

3 

30 

40 

41 

. . 

Stralsund . 

• • 

• - 


2 

2 

2 

. . 

French . . 

. . 

14 

4 

2 

20 

19 

1 

Swedish . . 

■■ 

32 

10 

91 

133 

132 

1 

Total 

40 

436 

173 

1093 

1702 

1702 

37 

In 1816 there arrived only 

. 861 



_ 

Increase in 1817 ... 

. '841 




N.B. Among the English ships noted as having arrived with whole car¬ 
goes, there were about twenty that brought cloth for the Russian govern¬ 
ment, and for which no duty was paid ; two ships were lost, out the 
cargoes were saved; nine ships with goods bound to this port are obliged 
■ -* the mods to be sent up hither by land. 
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Exports from the chief Ports of Russia in the 
Years 1816 and 1817. 


Number 

Value 


of 

of 

Ports. 

Ships. 

Exports. 


1816 

1817 

1816 

1817 

Archangel . 

176 

376 

Rubles. 

8,689,090 

Robles. 

18,401,104 

Petersburg . . 

1200 

1300 

78,066,729 

103,823,530 

and 

Narva . . . 

64 

52 

364,850 

301,625 

Revel .... 

56 

80 

213,269 

545,541 

Riga .... 

937 

1763 

27,759,893 

65,764,226 

Liebau . . . 

236 

261 

1,787,518 

1,774,306 

Odessa . . . 

843 

977 

37,717,725 

41,956,681 

Theodosia . . 

89 

260 

1,102,420 

4,009,331 

Taganrog . . 

131 

388 

3,070,991 

10,101,614 

Bukinsk . . . 

161 

182 

8448 

25,357 








569 


Return or all Vessels which Arrived at 
the Port of Archangel in the Yeah 
1820. 


Flag. 

No. of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crew. 

British 

186 

36,633 

1773 

Russian 

8 

2971 

128 

Danish 

6 

1144 

65 

Dutch 

6 

988 

49 

Hanover . 

5 

902 

42 

Hamburg . 

5 

1694 

75 

American . . . 

4 

647 

33 

Prussian . . 

3 

546 

21 

Bremen 

3 

594 

27 

Swedish . . . 

4 

592 

35 

Rostock . . ■ 

3 

480 

22 

Mecklenburg . 

1 

212 

8 

Total . • 

234 

47,463 

2278 
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A List of Articles either absolutely prohibited, or 

PERMITTED TO ENTER THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE, DUTY 
FREE, ACCORDING TO THE TaRIF OF TIIE 12TH MaRCII, 
1822. 


This document is curious and important, as it shows what 
articles Russia imagines she can do without, or can supply 
without foreign aid, and what she deems absolutely necessary 
to her. From this, a tolerably good inference may be drawn of 
the supposed state of Russian manufactures, 8fc., as well as of 
the policy of government with respect to their support^ and to 
the improvement of the national resources. 


Agates montees, avec ornemens bronzes, et autres 


semblables ..... Defendu. 

Aimant (pierres h) . . . Franc. 

Albcitre ouvre, avec ornemens en bronze, ou en d’autres 

metaux ..... Defendu. 

Albums, ou livres en papier blanc ou colore . „ 

Ambre jaune monte . . . . „ 


Amidon blanc . . . . >, 

■ bleu . . . . . „ 

Arbres en plantes ..... Franc. 
Argent plaqu6 ou hach& (ouvrages de toute sorte en) Defendu. 
Assignations de Banque de Russie . . „ 

Avelanfcdes (capsules de glands de chene) . . Franc. 


Balais de bouleau et autres communs 
Baromhtres ..... 

Bas de peaux de chamois et gu&tres 
Betes tu6es, savoir, sangliers, cerfs, elans, ours, et 
autres de ce genre .... 

Beurrc de vache et de brebis . . 

Bimbeloterie, savoir, objets divers destines k servir de 
joujoux aux enfans .... 

Orge perle, et toute sorte de gruaux, nommes Manne 
Bois exotiques ouvres .... 

_ouvrages de charpenterie de tout genre 


Difendu. 

Franc. 

Defendu. 

Franc. 

Defendu. 


i> 

» 

n 

» 
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liois, ouvrages de menuiserie, except ceux nommes 

separement .... Dcfendu. 

-ouvrages au tour, non-denomm6s . . „ 

-ouvrages de sculpture et gravure non-ddnommcs „ 

de chauffage en buches, ou fagots, (by ports in 
the Black Sea, and Sea of Azof only; . Franc. 

-osier et roseaux pour vannerie . . „ 

-commun, pour la bdtisse (Black Sea and Azof 

onI y). 

Boissons distillecs 

-schrum .... Dcfendu. 

-liqueurs, ratafias, ettoutcs sortesd’infusions 

spiritueuses . . . . „ 

.— Kirschwasser . . „ 

-eau-de-vie et esprit de grains ddulcores, 

ou non-odulcores, comrnc aussi eau-de- 


vie de genibvre 
Boissons fcrmentdes:— 

-hydromel et vin de cerises 

——. vinaigre de bierre 

— - ■■■ bierre et cidre .... 
Bonnets de tricots non-denommes 
- & poil . 

- ou casquettes de toute sorte non-dcnommes 


Borax purifie et raffing . . . • „ 

Boules de terre & l’usage des raffineries de sucre . Franc. 
Bourses tricotees, et autres, de toute sorte . Dcfendu. 

Boutons d’habits et gilets de toute sorte . . „ 

Bretelles » 

Briques (Black Sea and Azof) * • ■ Franc. 

Broderies de toute sorte . • Dcfendu. 

Bronze (ouvrages en) . . • • »» 


Cabarets de toute sorte .... 

Cacao, broye et en p&te . 

Cadres de miroirs, tableaux, estampes de toute sorte . 

Cages d’oiseaux de toute sorte, vides 

Cannes, bambous, ou b&tons months ou non-montes . 

■ —— nommes rotins ou rovanges, grands roseaux it 

l’usagd des tisserands et d’autres metiers . 


tt 

ft 

II 

ft 

ft 

Franc. 
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Carcasses pour ouvrages de modes, savoir, fil de fer 

recouvert ..... Defendu. 

Cardes & carder de toute sorte . . .Franc. 

Carillons dans des cachets, tabatieres, et autres boites Defendu. 
Cartes geographiques .... Franc. 

Castoreum ..... Defendu. 

Cendres de bois non lcssivees . . . Franc. 

■ ■ — de plomb, ou scories . . Defendu. 

- d’orfevre .... Franc. 

Champignons, secs .... Defendu. 

Chandelles de suif 

- de spermaceti 

Chapeaux dc feutre, fins et coinmuns 
-de cuir et vemisscs 

—-- d’ecorce et sparterie de soie . . „ 

Charbon de bois etde terre . . . Franc. 

Chardons cardi&res . 

Chaussure de toute sorte; savoir, toute sorte d’ouvrage 

de cordon nerie .... Defendu. 

Chevaux ..... Franc. 

-- fines, finesses, chameaux, et mulets 

Chicoree sfechde ..... Defendu. 

-torrdfiee et moulue 

Chiffons de toute sorte .... Franc. 

Chocolat de toute sorte .... Dbfendu. 

Ciment ...... Franc. 

Cirage pour bottes, Sfc., .... Defendu. 

Cire jaune 

-bougies, cierges, #c. . 

-blanche et colorifee 

-■-bougies, 8fc. 


A cacheter 


Clinquant, et tout ouvrage de ce genre 
Coffrets 

Confitures, toute esp&ce de fruits confits dans du sirop 
de sucre, 8fc. 

.- competes et marmelades, fyc. 

- sAches 

Corail brut, ou taille, e’est a dire, en morceaux et non 
perce ...... 


»» 


Franc. 
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Covail monte en toute sorte d’ouvrage 

•-en poudre 

Corbeilles et corbillons d’osier, de paille, $c. 

Cordage dc toute sorte .... 

Cordons, cordonnets, et ficelles, 4 c. 

Comes et sabots (ouvrage dc toute sorte en) 

Coton en laine ..... 
Cotonnades, toute sorte d’etoffes mdlees de laine, de 
chanvre ou de lin 

--mouchoir dc initcale, de percale, et de 

calencors .... 

■ -- -etoffes et autres fabrieats de cotons brodes 

avec des dessins blancs 

-les memes dtoffes et fabricats teints d’une 

mime couleur 

—■ -nankins de toute sorte 

-mouchoirs brodes en blanc 

-les mdmes teints d’une seule couleur 

---toute sorte d’etoffes de coton imprimees 

-- — toutes les cotonnades et mi-cotonnades 

rayes 4 carreaux 

- .— -toutes les cotonnades ou mi-cotonnades, 

sans exception, avec or et argent fins et 
faux .... 

-toutes les cotonnades et les ouvrages en 

coton colics et doubles 

Coulcurs importces dans des boltes de bois, avec orne- 
mens en fer blanc, de papier-m&che, et autres qui 
sont prohibees ..... 
Couperose purifiee • 

Couvertures broddes de toute sorte . 

Creusets de fonte de toute espuce, ainsi que pots d’ar- 
gile pour formes .... 

Crins de cheval ..... 
Cristal de roche monte .... 
Cuirs bruts • 

-peaux de lievre .... 

_prepares, peaux megies, Sfc., chamoisees, marro- 

quindes, et peaux de Turquie 
__zouftes de toute sorte 


Dcfmdu. 


Franc. 

Dcfendu. 


Franc. 

>» 

Difcndu. 

Franc. 


Dcfcndu. 
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Cuirs, peaux de toute sorte tannees ou courroydes . Defendu. 

-toute sorte d’ouvrages en peaux et cuirs non- 

dcnommds . . . . ,, 

Cure-dents et cure-oreilles de toute sorte . „ 


Decorations d’ordres chevaleresqucs de toute sorte . 
Dentelles d’or, d’argcnt fins et faux 
Dents d’elephant, fyc., travaillees de toute sorte 
Diamans et brillans, et toute sorte de pierres preci- 


euses non-montt5es 


■ Franc. 


■ .. . raontes 

Drilles de toute sorte propres b fabriquer le papier 
Duvet de toute esp&ce d’oiseaux 


Defendu. 

Franc. 

Defendu. 


de castors, et de toute esp&ce d’animaux sau- 


vages 


Franc. 


Eaux de senteur dans des flacons avec orncmens . Defendu. 
Ecailles de tortue montecs . . . „ 

Ecorces it tan de chene, 8fc. ... Franc. 

Ecume de mer ouvree et montce . . . Defendu. 

Email en gateaux et en poudre . . . Franc. 

-- ouvrages d’ .... Defendu. 

Embarcations en etat de servir, avec le capelage ne- 
cessaire ; Franc. 


Emeril en poudre 

Encrc ordinaire et de toute autre sorte 
Epingles et aiguilles k cheveux 


Defendu. 

>» 

>* 


Fer-blanc laqud . . . . „ 

■-ouvre, de toute sorte, laqu6 ou non-laque . „ 

Fermoirs de fourneaux . . . „ 

Feutre de laine grossi&re . . ., . „ 

Filets pour la pfcche . . . „ 

Fouets, cravaches et gaules de toute espfcce . . „ 

Fourrage ...... Franc. 

Frange d’or, d’argent fins et faux, de soie, de laine, de 
coton, de ill, de meme que celles en mi-soie, et de 
toute autre sorte .... Defendu. 


Galanga (racine de) en poudre 
Galons d’or et d’argent fins et faux 
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Gauts de toute autre sorte que ceux de canepin de 


peau de pouie. Dtfendu. 

Gingembre moulu ou rape .... 
Girandoles de toute sorte . 

Glacets .... 5 

Glands de chene . . . Franc. 

Gravures et estampes sans cadres . . 

-avec cadres .... Defendu. 

Grenats naturels bruts .... Franc. 

—- dans toute sorte d’ouvrages et montes . Defendu. 


Habillemens cousus de toute sorte d'hommes et de 
femmes (except!; ceux a l’usage des voyageurs ve- 
nant en Russie) ..... Defendu. 
Hameqons de toute esp6ce, et lignes de pechcur . „ 

Harnois, de toute sorte ... • » 

Horlogeric, ouvrages avec ornemens metalliques, cn 
marbre, fyc. . . . . „ 

-pcndules astronomiqucs, et chronomfctres, 


dans des boites de bois . . . Franc. 

-montres de poche it boite en sirnilor, cn 

cuivre dore ou argente . . Dcfcrulu. 

Housses de chcvaux . . • • » 

Huile de lin et de chanvre ou de chenevis . . „ 

- de navette . . • • >, 

-prdparde pour l’eclairage . . ■ „ 

_ odorante, dans des flacons taillds et en metaux „ 

Indigo, poussiere d’ 

Instrumens d’astronomie .... Franc. 
lvoire rape ..... Defendu. 

- - ouvrtS de toute sorte . • • » 

-- br&ld ou calcine . ■ • » 

Jais monte • • • • • »» 

Jarreti&res de toute sorte . • • •» 

jeux (igri) de toute sorte, comme d’echecs, de Tocca- 
dille, et autres • • • • » 


Laine dcrue 


. Franc. 
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Laine, tissns, draps de toute qualite, de couleur verte, 

blanche, et noire 


. Franc. 

-draperies de toute sorte imprimdes 

• 

. Dcfcndu. 

- Casimirs et demi-draps verts, noirs, 

et blancs 

• 11 

— — les memos imprimes 

. 

• 99 

-.- ratines et vigogne, toutes sortes de rubans 

et 

franges de iaine et mi-laine 


• )» 

Lanternes de toute sorte 


• 99 

Lapis-lazuli monte 


• 99 

Legumes verts 


. Franc. 

Lin et chanvre ecrus 


* 99 

-tilie et peign6 


• 99 

-etoupes de lin 


• 99 

-chanvre tilI6 et peigne 


• 99 

-dtoupes de chanvre 


• 99 

■ -toiles blanches de lin et de chanvre 


. Defendu. 

-idem teintes, imprimees, 


• 99 

-toiles & voile 


• 99 

-flammades 


• 99 

•.-toile ravenduk 


• 99 

-canevas 


• 99 

-toile de lin cir6e, ou gommee 


• 99 

-nappes, serviettes, #c. 


' 99 

-les m^mes en blanc, mfiies de coton et de soie 

• 99 

-mouchoirs de poche de toute sorte 

. 

- 99 

.rubans et ficelles de lin 

. 

• 

-boutons de fil pour chemises, 8fc. 

. 

* 99 

-de chanvre :— 



-bas, bonnets de nuit et gants de fils de lin et de 

chanvre 

• 

• 1* 

—— filets de peche 

. 

* 99 

Linge (belie) de toute sorte cousu et non ourle, excepte 

pelui appartenant aux voyageurs . 

• 

• 99 

Livres imprimfcs et manuscrits en toutes langucs, 

en 

feuilles ou brochds 

, 

. Franc. 

- en papier blanc et relies 

• 

. Dcfcndu. 

Lustres de toute sorte 

• 

• 1J 

Macaroni, losanges, et autres pates 

. 

• » 
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Machines mdeaniques, ct modules dc nouvclles i nven- 
tions qui sont propres a l’agriculture, aux arts et 


Franc. 

»* 

Dcfendu. 

>> 

Franc. 

Dcfendu. 


metiers 

Malachites brutes 

-ouvrees, montces 

Marbres ouvres avec ornemens en bronze, <$-c. 

Marcassites en masses .... 

• — --montces .... 
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TO 

Sir WILLIAM IIOSTE, Bart., 

K.C.B. J.VLi K.M.T. 

• A 1-TAIN OK Ills MAJKS1Y S YACHT, ROYAL SOVEREIGN, 

S(C \c. Sir. 


My Dkar Sin, 

Independently of the professional and private 

i 

friendship with which you have been pleased to honour 
me, 1 feel it a particular duty, and a source of infinite 
gratification, to dedicate to you the following letters. 

Suffering under a severe wound in 1808, and experi¬ 
encing in your cabin that solicitous attention and kindness 
which you never failed to extend to everybody under 
your command who were wounded in the public service, 
1 first received from you the suggestion of the benefit of 
keeping a private journal, and noting every morning the 
transactions of the preceding twenty-four hours. I con¬ 
sidered this advice as an additional proof, that your high 

and gallant mind was far above the jealousy or suspicions 
Voi. I. I- 
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DEDICATION. 


which but too often influence those in elevated and abso¬ 
lute commands. 

I immediately availed myself of your suggestion; and 
have since found it of incalculable advantage. It is by 
keeping an accurate journal, that I was enabled during my 
travels, to write to various friends those letters which, 
with a few additions, I now venture to submit to the 
public under the sanction of your name, a name which 
must ever stand high in the naval annals of this country. 

I have the honour to remain, 

my dear Sir, 

Your very faithful friend, 

and most obedient, humble servant, 

George Matthew Jones. 


154, Regent Street, April, 1827. 



CONTENTS OF-' THE FIRST VOLUME. 


i.r;m:n i. 

Calais. Dunkerque. Fumes. Nieuport. 0>tend. Ypres. Minin. Ly>. 
.Scheldt. Touinay. Fontenoy. Ghent. Antwerp. Foit Lillo. 
Brussels. Soi^nics. Mont*. Henaix. Charleroi. Sumbre. Fleures. 
Limy. Namur. Dinunt. Meuse. l*nrt St. Nicola*. Huy. Lieire. 
Ai\ la Chapelle. Cologne. l)u<*seldorf. Mun>ler. I)oi>ten. Lux- 
einlmi'j;. Leyden. Mimleii. St. Lambert. Bioletield. llerford. Lease. 
Celle. Ilanovor. I lari mi nr. Ham bun:’. F.lbe. AC-ter. Altona, p. 1. 

LKTTKR II. 

I.uberk, llivei Trave. Ib>mhelin. F.n in. Kiel. Honshu nr. Slosuick. 
Cottnrp. Flensbur^. Holstein. Htisiim. Apenrade. Snorhoe. Mid- 
dlesahrt. Finn n. Odensoo. N\bur^. Croat Belt. Coroner. Spioe. 
Sla^ence. Kin^stadt. Hoskieldt. i 'openhagen. Bland of linen. 
Donninirnrd. Charlotieltine. IToderiekbunr. lloscnbiinr. p. 32. 

LKTTKR 111. 

Flsinetir. The Sound. HeLiimbur^. Cronbunr. Camp at Cdewalla. Ty- 
lloinge. ChrisfianMndt. Block inuen. Ijclkinge* GUdcnry. 
Carlshamn. Uunneby. Carlscrnna. Aster. Djuromola. Wexio* 

donkopin^. \\ riiitfstadt. Adelfors. Snmland. Kklanda. Alitnraahs. 
I<nke Mjoreii. Levum. I<edhester. Havana, (ibthebor^. p. 55. 

LF.TTF.lt IV. 

Marstrand. Kuni’alf. Tjuskil. lliver Clot ha. Bobus. Lilla-Kdet. Gerd- 
hom. Trollhultan. Canal. Wenerslutrj;. Ilallohorir and lluuncborg 
Mountains. Shjallorcd. Soortesbor^. Wik. Stromstadt. Ifoirdal, 
lliver Glomen. Hello. Frederii ksten. Fredericks ball. Moss. Swin- 
Huiul. Christiania, p. 7fi. 

LKTTKR V. 

The Fiord. Fort and Arsenal of Horton. Fredericksveorn. Koncsborg. 
HoLnnas. Iron and Silver Mines. Falls of Labrofoss. lliver Lan^en. 
(lousta Mountains. Silver Mines ami Manufactories. Drammcn. 
brock lx*ven Mountains. Iloneiil'osen. Christiania, p. 05. 

b ‘2 



IV 


CONTENTS. 


LETTER VI. 

Magnor. Kongswinger. Strand. Hogboda. Carlstad. I.akes Wenern and 
Wettcrn. Hastrop. Cliristineliamn. Canal. Rodesund. llalna. I'riaa- 
brick. Orebro. Hoping. Kalback. Stromsholm. Westerns. Nyquarn. 

Enkoping. Lake Malaren. Tibbie. Baikarby, Stockholm, p. 116. 

LETTER VII. 

Stockholm, Booksellers, Public and Private Libraries. Simps, Streets, 
and Squares. Shoe Market. Butchers. Palace. Opera House. Change 
of Dynasty. Interview with Bemadotte. Conflagrations. House of 
Nobles. Statues, Obelisks, Churches, Mausoleum. Artillery Depot. 
Naval and Military Academies, Barracks, Arsenal. Flotilla, Russian 
Trophies, Swedish Navy. Foundling Hospital. Museum. Antiquities. 
The Mint. Dalecarlians. Environs of Stockholm, p. 138. 

LETTER VIII. 

Upsala. Cathedral. Castle. Gamla, or Old Cpsala. Library. Manu¬ 
scripts. Cabinet. • The Virgin's Slipper. Judas's Money. Botanic 
Garden. Linnaeus. Swedish Sculptors. Menagerie. Observatory. 
Entomologist. Classification of Insects, by the Iliad. Tombs. Gus- 
tavus Vasa. St. Eric. Sacred Image of Thor. Murder of Count 
Sture. Osterby. Yfre. Sodcrforse. Elfscarlby. Gefle. Gestricia. 
Fahlun. Dalecarlia. Great Copper Mine. Afvestad. Stockholm. 
Swedish Constitution. The Four Orders. Elective Franchise. Law of 
Libel. Orders of Knighthood. Swedish Honesty and Morals, p. ISO. 

LETTER IX. 

Journey from Stockholm to St. Petersburg. Gulf of Bothnia. Archi¬ 
pelago. Islands of Aland. Night, Storm, and Steam Vessel. Iron 
Cables. Finland. Abo. Cathedral. University. Library. Observatory. 
Grand Dinner Party. English, Swedish, and Russian Frigates. Rus¬ 
sian Government of Finland. Salo. Lambula. Mjolbolstad. Hel¬ 
singfors. Government Buildings. Quay. Trade. Army of Finland. 
Constitution of Finland. Taxes. Military Etiquette. Running the 
Gauntlet. Russian Hath, cn militain*. Sweaborg. Traitors and Treason. 
Borgo. Lovisa. Fredrickshamn. I’eterlax. Granite Quarries. Kiskila. 
Wiborg. Stromstadt. Kiasnoje. Pampala. Uajajoki. Dranisch- 
nikoff. Beloostroff. Suburbs of St. Petersburg. Entrance of St. 
Petersburg, p, 217. 



contents. 


v 


LETTER X. 

Foundation of St. Petersburg. Character of Peter the Great. Motives 
for building the City. Climate of Petersburg. Woods and Marshes. 
Russian Prejudices in favour of Moscow. Topography of Peters¬ 
burg;. Course of the Neva. Monastery of St. Alexander. Nevsky. 
Voskrenskoi Monastery. Gulf of Cronstndt. The Neva. Granite 
Quays. English Merchants and the Emperor Paul. Perspectives. 
Nevskv Perspective. Moika, Katarina, and Fonlanka Canals. Bridge*. 
Private Houses. Imperial Winter Palace. Hermitage. Marble Palace. 
Crescent. College of Foreign Affairs. Senate. Loan Bank. Admi¬ 
ralty. Russian Foot-Pavement. St. Isaac's Church, Summer Gar¬ 
dens. Emperor Paul's Vision of St. Michael. Vasiliy-ostrof. Ex¬ 
change. Ac ademy of Sc iences. Custom-House. Magazines. Citadel. 
Church of St. Paul and St. Peter. Russian Costumes*. Droskies. 
lvosclitschiks. Russian Saints. Gostennui-dvor. Bazaar. Louse 
Market. Statue of Peter tin* Great. Huge Block of Granite, p. 2St>. 

LETTER XL 

Russian Winter. lateness of the Season. Extreme Variableness of the 
Climate,and destructive E fleets of its Vicissitudes. Myriads of Crows. 
Excursion to Cronsladt. Steam-boat. Cannon. Drilling Sailors. 
Honest Admiial and Court Favour. Russian Ships of War. Orani- 
enhaum. Prince Mentchikof. The Ha! or Solitude of Catharine II. 
Montagues Russes* Peterhof. Mon Plaisir. English Garden. Cottage 
Onie. Monastery ef St. Sergious. Russian Country Seats. Alcxan- 
drofski. Royal Manufactory. Excellent Management of the Jc- 
venile Manufacturers. Active Benevolence of the Dowager Empress. 
Palace of T/arskoe-selo. ImjH'iial Omni|H>tence. Road-marking 
and Road-making. Lodge of Tchesme. Portrait Painting. Sir 
.loslma Reynolds. Pavlofsk. Tlu* Emperor Paul. Palace of 
Pella. Schlusselburg. Dungeons. Deposition and Murder of the 
Emperor Paul. Kolpennv. Russian Artisans, their Power of Imita¬ 
tion. kainmennoi-ostrof. Ylagin. Tauridan Palace. Grand Fetu 
ot Prince Potemkin. Fountains of ChamjKigne, and Silver Pumps. 
Museum of the Academy of Sciences. Mineralogioal, Zoological, 
and Entomological Branches. Amphibious Animals. Relics and 
Antiquities. Elligy of Peter the Great. Skeletons of the Mameluke 
ami the Dwarf. L'Academie ties Beaux Arts. Admiralty. Hydrogra¬ 
phical Oflice. Model Room. Cabinet of Natural History. Ship¬ 
building. Oak and Latch. Official Peculation. Senate. Marine 



VI 


CONTENTS. 


Cadet Corps. Russian Naval Establishment. Imperial Library. The 
Mint. Interior of the Winter Palace. Hermitage, and Arsenal. Inter¬ 
view with the Grand Duke Nicholas. Engineer Establishment. Palace 
of St. Michael. Assassination of the Emperor Paul. Setting in of 
the Frost. Preparations of Winter Clothing. A Russian Hath. Mode 
of Heating Rooms. A Table d’llote. French and Russian Theatres. 
English Club. Commercial Club. Meteorological Observations. 
Freezing of the Ladoga and Neva, p. SIN. 

LETTER XII. 

Invitation to Court. Imperial Lev^e. The Royal Family. Imperial Hall 
and Superb Supper. General Scramble for the Remnants. Profusion 
of Diamonds. Royal Family of Georgia. Fees to Couit Servants. 
English Chapel and Chaplain. ('elebiation of Christmas Day. Grand 
Illuminations. Mas juetades. New Veal's Day. Superb Fete inter¬ 
rupted hy a sudden Death. Lvi’g in Sta'c and Funeral. Death of a 
Royal Infant. Convent of Alexander Nevsky,; Cathedral of the Holy- 
Virgin of Casan. Costume and Discipline of the Russian Clergy. 
History of the Russian Church. Regulation of the Russian Monas¬ 
teries and Nunneries. Ecclesiastical Establishment and Polity. Church 
Service. Spiritual Schools. The four Fasts. Russian Toleiatioti. 
Dissenters from the Established Church. Sane-lineal ion of the 
Waters. The Frozen Market. The Game Market. Sledge Tra¬ 
velling to Cronstadt. Winter Igmdscape. Cathaiinchof. The Fine 
Arts and Literature. The Observatory. The Goltorp Globe. /.<* 
Couvenl des Demoiselles Xuhle ». /.er Ttiblenn-e t'ivnns. \ relation of 
Private Letters at the Post Office. Departure for Revel, p. IZO. 

LETTER XIII. 

Journey to Revel. View of Revel, and Description of the Town. Iheak- 
water, or Artificial Harbour. Sudden Manumission of the Serfs. Its 
had Effe ets. Hospitality ot tfir* Governor. Domestic Habits ami 
Mariners. Rail and Siipjsr. Female l!i .inly, Madame Maia. The 
Senate llo. e. Churches and Cathedral. Corpse picseiva d in a Glass 
Case. Naval and Military Hospitals. Two Paihelions, or moek Suns. 
Extreme Severity of the Weather. I’coons bo/en to Death. Terrilir 
.Snow Storm. Iladra-.ss ol I hr* Iloti.ls. Imposition of Innkeepeis. 
Hotiiiii to St. Petersburg. Arrival ill lie* Empi ioi. Iri-Iiniti* of Si. 
Catharine. It.i Er*0110111>, Inter rial Arrangements, and Admiiable < 011- 
ditioli, Nalureol the Si miles, and Method of Inarm tum. fai Salle tie 
Physicpie, Embroidery Room, Maiuil.ii tilling of Fiirnitiire. The 



CONTENTS. 


VII 


Slohade of Ockta. Imperial Gunpowder Manufactory. The round- 
liny; Hospital. System of the Establishment. The Galley Haven. 
Plate Glass ami Porcelain Manufactories* Russian Method of Manu¬ 
facturing Glass. Sir Thomas Lawrence’s Po it rail of the Emp< n»r. 
Mr. Dawe, the English Artist. Tin* Palace of the Military Staff. 
Topographical Office. Copy of a Private Letter from Joseph Buona¬ 
parte to the Emperor Napoleon. Interview with the Emperor Alex¬ 
ander. Rapid Elevation of a Court Favourite. A Military Colony. 
School of Artillery. Hospitals of the Imperial Guards. Populaiitv 
of the Grand Duke Michael General Military Hospital. Sir James 
Wily. English Surgeons and Physicians. Extraordinary Surgical 
Operation. Improved Health of the Navy. Singular Case of Infan¬ 
ticide. Marriage Ceremony and Bridal Fete. Aggrandizement of 
Russia. Strength of the Russian Armies. Mode of Recruiting. Dimi¬ 
nution of the Force*. I'lie Impeiial Guard, Mock Fights, Charge «»f 
Cavalry. La Chevalier Gaido. La Garde a Cheval. Severity of Dis¬ 
cipline. Mutiny of the Guard. Banishment to Siberia. Russian 
Administration. Commercial Impositions. Finances. Circulating 
Medium. Table of Exports and Imports. Condition of the Russian 
l^ihourers. Articles of Food. Russian Book Trade. Commodoie 
Golownin and the Japanese. Mr. Holman the Blind Traveller, and 
hi* Deaf Companion. Imperial Cabinet of Presents. The Lombard, 
or Pawning Establishment. The Loan Bank. Ordinary Nppearance 
of tin* Royal Family in the Streets. The (hand Dukes Michael and 
Constantine. Anecdote of the (hand Duke Constantine, his Divorce, 
and Exclusion hum the Throne. Dwarfs, p. 175. 
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—Hide field—llerford—Lease—Hanover — Harburg—Hamburg 
—Kibe—Aistov—Altona. 


HSmburn, June, 1842. 

You are aware that I left England, on the 19th 
ultimo, in company with my eldest brother, in 
order to visit the Belgian frontier, and, under an 
arrangement, to meet my youngest brother in this 
city, on the 12th instant: and, according to your 
desire, I will make you acquainted with my pro¬ 
ceedings up to this period. 

The passage from Dover to Calais, in the 
Sovereign steam-boat, was performed in two hours 
and three quarters. After dining at Dessein’s, and 
visiting Sterne’s room, which is distinguished by 
his name' on the door, we entered our carriage, and, 
Voi.. l. B 
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at 10 p. m. found ourselves at the outer gate of 
Dunkerque which, after considerable noise on the 
part of our postilion, was opened for our admit¬ 
tance. It appears to be a rule in France, to 
admit travellers, corning post, at any hour of the 
night, into all fortified places, but not to let any 
out before the usual hour of opening the gates to 
the public. 

The town is too well known to need any descrip¬ 
tion from me ; suffice it to say, that the back¬ 
water sluice, prepared by order of Buonaparte for 
keeping the harbour clear, has failed in its object, 
principally from the distance at which it is placed 
from where its greatest power is wanted, arid 
from the channel being so wide as to cause the 
rush of water to lose its force long before arriving 
at the desired point. The basin of the arsenal 
was in a very bad state, as well as the gun-boats, 
having an accumulation of at least eight feet of 
mud round them. 

At Furnes our baggage underwent a slight exa¬ 
mination, but which was conducted with civility. 

Nicuport is a strong fortification, mounting one 
hundred and fifty guns; the country around can 
be inundated by means of sluices. 

Gstend is magnificently fortified, but the inha¬ 
bitants experience great inconvenience from the 
want of fresh water, the requisite supplies of 
which, except what is obtained from rain, being 
brought from Bruges, and preserved in reservoirs. 
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To this cause may be attributed the offensive smells 
so prevalent at ()steml throughout all seasons. 

'The; canal to Bruges is very fine, and has a large 
basin with a sluice gate thirty-nine feet wide ; the 
harbour is dry at low water, but at high water it 
has eighteen feet of depth. 

The lower class of females arc generally very 
ugly ; they wear large wooden shoes without stock¬ 
ings, and have ponderous ear-rings suspended from 
each ear. 

On the 22nd, we slept at Ypres, a strongly-for¬ 
tified town. The Hotel de Yille is an extraordinary, 
large, Clothic building, having a facade of three 
hundred and sixty feet. Diaper was first manufac¬ 
tured here, and the name of which is a corruption 
of Ypres. 

Mcnin is the most advanced of the Belgian for¬ 
tified places ; the French territory touches the very 
glacis, and the river Lys passes through the town, 
and afterwards falls into the Scheldt. 

Tournay is an open town, with a strong citadel 
commanding it. The carpets usually known under 
the name of Brussels, are made here. From the 
citadel there is a fine view of the plain of Fontenov, 
where the celebrated battle was fought in 841, 
which secured the crown of France to Charles the 
Bald, but cost that country more than one hundred 
thousand of her bravest sons. On this plain also 
was fought, in 1745, the battle which is generally 
known under its name, and which, from the able 
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dispositions made by the Duke of Cumberland, 
and the gallantry shown by part of his troops, 
ought to have led to a more fortunate result. In¬ 
deed it is said that, at one moment, had it not been 
for the determination of Marshal Saxe, Louis XV. 
would have retired, and allowed the duke to reap 
all the benefit his bold attack had deserved. 

The Belgians are strict Roman Catholics, and the 
image of our Saviour is frequently seen on the road, 
suspended from a tree ; sometimes as large as life, 
and sometimes in a small box, like a bird in a cage. 

Ghent is a very fine city, built upon twenty-six 
islands ; it contains nearly three hundred bridges, 
and has two considerable canals. Charles V. was 
horn here, and he used to say of Paris, “ that 
he could put it into his glovealluding to the 
word “ Gaud,” the French name of Ghent, and to 
its standing upon more ground than Paris. The 
magistrates having fallen under his displeasure, he 
obliged them to wear halters round their necks, 
which practice continues to the present day; but 
the halter has become ornamental, being worn in 
the shape of true lovers’ knots. 

I was particularly struck with the pulpit in the 
cathedral; it is richly inlaid with medallions of 
white marble, and supported by a wooden carving 
of an aged man, to whom an angel, treading the 
globe beneath his feet, opens the book of life, 
exhibiting the passage in St. Paul's Epistle to the 
Ephesians, “ Awake thou that sleepest, and arise 
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from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” 
The Paschal Lamb, hy Van Eyck, 1415, has the 
colours as vivid as if painted yesterday. 

The botanical garden is small, but stands high 
in public estimation, and it contains some good 
statues of celebrated naturalists. 

The Pays de Waes, between Client and Antwerp, 
is perhaps the richest and most highly cultivated 
country in Europe. The Scheldt is about six hun¬ 
dred yards across at Antwerp, where we arrived on 
the 25th. This city may be said to he grand in 
every respect ; the cathedral church of N6tre 
Dame may he considered one of the most beauti¬ 
ful specimens of Gothic architecture ever produced. 
The houses in general, as well as the streets, arc 
or a large scale. La Place-de-mer, is perhaps the 
largest open space in any city of Europe, and the 
basin and docks would do honour to a great mari¬ 
time nation. However, at this moment, commerce 
is at a very low ebb, as I could perceive only five 
foreign vessels—four English, and one Swedish. 
It is said that the former illiberal policy of the 
Dutch towards this city, is about to be revived, in 
order to favour the cities of Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam. 

Wc did not fail to visit the tomb of Rubens and 
his family, which is ornamented with inscriptions, 
and a painting, by his own hand, of himself, his 
wives, his children, and his parents: he was buried 
in the church of St. Jacques, in the year 1640. 
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We readied, by a most execrable road, the, for 
England, too far-famed, Fort Lillo. The Scheldt is 
here about five hundred yards across, or rather 
wider than the Thames at Waterloo bridge, and 
there is another fort on the opposite side, both of 
which, since 1809, have been considerably strength¬ 
ened, bnt, even in their present state, a Wellington 
or a Nelson would think little of them, when a 
fine fleet of enemies’ vessels was in the basin at 
Antwerp. But although, at that time, the Nelso¬ 
nian ardour was fully developed, the Wcllingtonian 
was only in the bud. We were accompanied bv a 
very fine young Dutch engineer, nephew of the 
late gallant and respected De Winter, who seemed 
to think, that the people who conquered his uncle 
on his own coast, and upon a lee shore, ought not 
to have merely looked at Fort Lillo. 

The road from Antwerp to Brussels is flat but 
interesting. It being the feast of Pentecost, we (al¬ 
tered Brussels by the Alice Verte, under peculiarly 
favourable circumstances. 

The evening was fine, and nearly the whole po¬ 
pulation appeared to be assembled for the purpose 
of enjoyment, either as equestrians, pedestrians, 
or idlers on chairs, under tin; shade of the magni¬ 
ficent trees which form this alley for nearly the ex¬ 
tent of a mile. 

It having been decided never again to attempt 
the defence of this city, the ramparts are now 
levelling, and it is proposed to form an exterior 
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lMnilcvard. Why Brussels possesses so many at¬ 
tractions for English families, as to be crowded 
with them, I cannot tell: living and house rent are 
as dear as in England, and as for amusements it 
possesses hut few. 

The city must ever excite an interest, as the spot 
where Charles V., thwarted in his vast plans of 
ambition, resigned the power he could no longer 
wield with satisfaction or pleasure, and retired 
from the world into seclusion and solitude. His 
example had probably an effect upon Christiana 
of Sweden, as she followed it in this city, in the 
year 1751. It was here, at least, that she per¬ 
formed the last act, by abjuring her religion. 

We left Rruss' is with sentiments of respect for 
the inhabitants who had shewn such charitable 
feelings towards our wounded countrymen after 
the, battle of Waterloo. In passing Soignies, it 
happened to be. the fftte of their patron saint, and the 
villagers were drawn out en militaire, with the most 
grotesque costumes imaginable, and to be equalled 
by nothing but the armament, which consisted of 
all sorts of fire arms of ancient date (not one 
modern one could I observe), which they were 
continually discharging, to the no small danger of 
themselves, and the innocent passing stranger: 
fortunately, by a timely invocation to the saint, 
we escaped, and arrived safely at Mons. It may 
he remarked, in proof of the highly cultivated 
state of Belgium, that this day, for the first time. 



CHARLEROI- LIUNY. 


S 

we observed a piece of waste or common land, of 
about six or eight acres : upon this sheep were 
grazing. The country was less flat; indeed in some 
parts (as about Renaix,) there was sufficient of hill 
and dale to approach the picturesque. 

At Charleroi we dined at a miserable auberge, 
where most of the sovereigns of Europe had done 
the same, and we suffered in our high bill and 
bad fare for the company that had been there 
before us. 

Charleroi is remarkable as the place by which 
Buonaparte entered Belgium before, and quitted it 
after the battle of Waterloo; indeed had the 
bridge across the Sambre been destroyed, it is pro¬ 
bable the citadel would have been able to prevent 
his further retreat, for the troops were so disor¬ 
ganized that they never stopped till they had crossed 
it, many being without arms. Buonaparte had his 
horse fed, but did not sleep here, as has been 
erroneously stated; and Jerome was in such a 
fright, that, although nearly famished, he would 
not alight, but snatched some refreshment in his 
carriage, and upon a slight alarm drove off. 

We passed the plains of Fleures anil the village 
of Ligny, famed for the battle, previously to which 
Dumourier is said to have availed himself of a 
balloon to reconnoitre the enemies’ position; and 
celebrated also for that in which the veteran Blucher 
was dismounted in his retreat, and rode over by the 
pursuing cavalry, but being unobserved, his life 
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was preserved, to wreak ample vengeance on the 
heads of the despoilers of his country, and in- 
sulters of his late virtuous queen. 

This is a great coal district, and the traveller 
is covered with coal dust. A number of forges for 
making nails are in great activity. We passed 
some of the largest farm houses, and the best 
stocked farm yards, that I have ever met with in 
any country. Up to this place, the country has 
been cultivated like a garden—not a spot lost, and 
the whole in beautiful order: the means they re¬ 
sort to for procuring the best manure, we were 
often made too sensible of, by our olfactory nerves. 

We arrived at Namur on the 30th. The citadel 
stands on a hill, and if properly defended must be 
altogether impregnable. The view from it is mag¬ 
nificent. The face of the country now changes 
into bold rocks, rivers, and wood. A curious cir¬ 
cumstance has just occurred on the Dinant road: 
part of a hill has gradually moved, so as completely 
to occupy the road, and they are now busily em¬ 
ployed making a new one by a considerable circuit. 
The neighbourhood abounds in iron ore, and many 
furnaces are employed in smelting it. Hammers 
of great power are worked by water. The cutlery 
is held in estimation. 

Dinant stands like another Gibraltar, command¬ 
ing the Meuse and surrounding country. I was 
much struck with a pretty girl, being the first I 
have seen since leaving England. The Belgian 
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females are by far the most ordinary I have met 
with: those of Holland have greatly the advantage 
of them in point of good looks. 

After viewing the Porte St. Nicolas, and think¬ 
ing of My Uncle Toby, we crossed the Meuse by 
a bridge, and at once got into a different kind of 
country, and upon a good road. 

After a picturesque drive, we arrived at Huy, 
the castle of which is a perfect chef d'oeuvre, 
being unassailable, and completely commanding the 
bridge and river. A well, three hundred feet deep, 
has been completed after incredible labour and per¬ 
severance. 

Upon leaving Huy, we crossed to the left bank 
of the Meuse, and immediately got into the grape 
country, the side of the hill being covered with 
vines,tastefully arranged, with hops growing below: 
the latter are to be found throughout the Nether¬ 
lands. Some of the rocks are stupendous. Before 
entering Liege, we constantly passed children on 
the road, nearly in a state of nudity. The entrance 
into the city is pleasing; it is open, but all the 
approaches arc commanded by strong w r orks. 
Liege and its environs are very nourishing ; as the 
neighbourhood abounds in coal, and in running 
streams to work the machinery. 

My brother here left me, and returned to Eng¬ 
land with his carriage in which we had travelled, 
and I proceeded, par diligence, (woful difference) 
to Aix-la-Chapclle. Before proceeding, let us take 
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a retrospect of the Netherlands, the kingdom of 
which, according to the treaty of Vienna, com¬ 
prises Holland and its dependencies, Belgium and 
Flanders, with a population of about five millions 
five hundred thousand souls. “ Every subject of 
the king, without any distinction created by his 
religions opinions, enjoys equal rights, both civil and 
political; and is equally eligible to all employments 
and honours whatsoever. The public exercise of 
every religion is permitted, if it does not disturb 
the general tranquillity.” This is a wise law, and 
let us hope it will have the desired effect of uniting, 
for the protection of their common rights, the two 
most opposite sects of Protestants and Catholics. 
The Hollanders are nearly to a man of the former 
faith, and the Belgians of the latter. 

The crown is declared hereditary in his royal 
highness William Frederick, Prince of Orange, 
and his legitimate descendants, and, in defect of 
male issue, it is to descend in the female line. The 
States Cieneral is composed of two chambers, and 
represents the nation. The one, which is denomi¬ 
nated the First or Upper Chamber, is composed of 
not less than forty or more than sixty members, 
named by the king for life. The king nominates 
their president, and each member receives three 
thousand florins annually to defray his travelling 
expenses. 

The other chamber is composed of one hundred 
and ten members, elected by the states of the 
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provinces. Persons who live in the province which 
has the appointment, and who are not less than 
thirty years of age, are eligible to this chamber. 
They are elected for three years, and one-third 
of the whole number annually retire, hut are im¬ 
mediately qualified, or capable to be re-elected. 
Their president is named by the king for one 
session only. These members receive annually 
two thousand five hundred florins, for the expenses 
of removing to attend the king, either at the 
Hague or Brussels, as, according to treaty, the 
sessions are to be held alternately in a town of 
Holland, and in a town of Belgium. 

The judges in the high court of judicature, 
in the provincial civil courts, and in the criminal 
courts, have their appointments for life. The 
person of the king is inviolable ; the ministers arc 
alone responsible for inal-administration. All arbi¬ 
trary arrests are forbidden. The house of every 
person is declared to be. inviolable ; the liberty of 
the press is acknowledged, but an author is liable 
to an action if he injures an individual, or traduces 
the government of any foreign state. In criminal 
cases, trial by jury formerly existed, but it is now 
abolished ; the bench of judges decide the ease, 
after hearing the pleadings and the evidence. 
Marriage in Belgium, as in France and America, is 
simply a civil contract; the wedding ring is worn 
on the third finger of the right hand. 

The lands of the Netherlands lie in such exten- 
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sive level plains, and are so highly cultivated, that 
in favourable seasons they yield crops far beyond 
the consumption of the inhabitants. The best flax 
is also produced in this country: an ounce of the 
finest thread for making Brussels lace, is said to be 
worth two hundred francs, or nearly twice its 
weight in gold ; the best grows near Courtray. 

The Belgians pretend to hold the Dutch in great 
contempt, and a rooted antipathy has long subsisted 
between the two countries, to which is now added 
a jealousy, which views with a jaundiced eye every 
mark of distinction bestowed by the king, and 
calls for, on the part of his majesty, an exercise of 
the greatest discretion and firmness. Up to this 
moment the Belgians have certainly been great 
gainers by the union, because they have had the 
exclusive benefit of the money which has been ex¬ 
pended upon the line of fortresses now erecting 
by treaty, as a barrier against any future encroach¬ 
ment on the part of France ; and which, according 
to papers just laid before the House of Commons, 
amounts to the sum of six millions and a half ster¬ 
ling. The expenses of these fortifications have 
been defrayed in the following proportions: by 
France, two and a half, by England, two (out of the 
French indemnity), and the remainder, by the king¬ 
dom of the •Netherlands. 

I must confess I am so much of a skeptic on the 
subject of Roman Catholic liberality and toleration, 
that when the sweets of the union shall have 
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ceased, and taxes may be called for to support 
these fortresses, I shall not be surprised at an open 
rupture, and at an attempt at separation by the Bel¬ 
gians, in order to throw themselves into the arms of 
France, a country of their own religion. For the 
sake of humanity and the peace of Europe, I shall 
be most happy to find that the illiberalitv of this 
apprehension lies entirely on my side, and that the 
Belgians participate in my tolerant principles, and 
then l am sure all will go on well; for I hold it to 
be the indisputable and inalienable right of every 
one to enjoy freely the religion of his forefathers, 
till he shall himself voluntarily, upon conviction of 
its errors, renounce it. 

Soon after leaving Liege we came to the Belgian 
and Prussian frontiers, a short space dividing the 
two barriers, both of which we passed without dif¬ 
ficulty or incivility of search, the boxes being 
merely opened. Upon asking the Belgian officer, 
if the gate, which was chequered black and white, 
was the Prussian barrier, “ Yes,” he replied, with 
an evident air of pride, “ as far as that gate you 
arc free, but no further alluding to the Prussians 
being without a constitution, although it is said 
the king solemnly promised them one when they 
so nobly and patriotically seconded his efforts for 
the expulsion of the French, after having for years 
groaned under their tyranny. Indeed so long had 
they suffered from the French, that the feelings of 
men were nearly extinct, they being little better 



A1X-I.A-CHAPELX.E. 


15 


than vassals of the occupiers of their country. 
The road was hilly, and so bad that it took us 
more than eight hours to perforin the twenty-seven 
miles between Liege and Aix-la-Chapelle, where 
we arrived after encountering a host of beggars. 
In the evening I visited La Salle de Banque, or 
licensed gambling-house. The great room is one 
of the most elegant in structure I have seen; every 
description of gambling is carried on under the 
protection of government, and I could not help 
admiring an ordinance to the following purport:— 

“ The city having, from time immemorial, de¬ 
rived great benefit from a gambling-house (maison 
(tejetij, we, in our parental goodness, permit it to 
be opened from May till August, the months that 
foreigners generally resort to the city for the benefit 
ot the waters; but this indulgence is not to have any 
bad effect upon the morals of the citizens, and the 
police are to turn out anybody whom they suspect 
not to be able to afford to lose money.” 

Frederick. 

The cathedral is a fine building, commenced by 
Charlemagne, and they shew the habit which he 
wore, but these antiquities arc insignificant, com¬ 
pared to the more sacred ones which are strictly 
locked up, and only opened for public inspection 
once in seven years: vis., “the swaddling clothes 
of our Saviour, a chemise of the Virgin’s, and a 
band of St. John’s.” In the square there is a good 
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statue of Charlemagne, and his black eagles. The 
inhabitants appear discontented and unhappy under 
the paternal government of Prussia. There were 
few strangers congregated at Aix-la-Chapclle ; and 
I hastened through Juliers, over an uninteresting 
country, to Cologne, where I got lodgings at the 
St. Esprit, an old inn, overlooking the magnifi¬ 
cent Rhine. 

The city is dull and has a wretched appearance; 
the inhabitants are victims of superstition and 
bigotry. The cathedral, a stupendous edifice, was 
begun in the year 1248, and continued with reli¬ 
gions zeal, for more than three centuries ; but the 
funds failing, it was left in an unfinished state, and 
the crane or sheers, which they had made use of to 
raise the heavy stones, were left standing on the 
top. Some years ago, the magistrates finding 
them decayed, and never likely to come into use, 
bad them taken down, and a public calamity soon 
after happening, the populace could not be. per¬ 
suaded but that it arose from the absence of the 
sheers,' which themselves and ancestors had been 
accustomed to behold. A revolt was consequently 
near taking place, to prevent which, the magistrates 
were obliged to have a pair of light materials 
erected, which now appear the first thing on coming 
within sight of the city, and stand a monument to 
warn you of the folly of its inhabitants. After 
this you will not he surprised to hear, that they 
firmly believe they possess the bones of the three 
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magi or kings. They are said to be contained in 
a mausoleum, more richly ornamented, if the gems 
be real, than it is possible to imagine; and if you 
visit the city, I would advise you by no means to 
miss the sight, although it will cost you six francs, 
as in consequence of some depredation committed 
on this sanctuary, it is not shown except by 
order. 

Agrippina, the mother of Nero, and the immor¬ 
tal Rubens were born here, the latter in 1577. 
The Church of St. Peter, in which lie was bap¬ 
tized, possesses his celebrated picture of the cru¬ 
cifixion of that apostle at Rome, with his head 
downwards, a position the apostle is said to have 
requested, from liis being unworthy to sutler in the 
same attitude in which his divine master had been 
crucified. An artist has made a copy of this 
painting, which now, in their economy, they show 
to the public on week days; only gratifying the 
faithful with a sight of the original on the Sabbath: 
however, for half a franc a heretic may see it at 
any time. The Rhine, which at Cologne is about 
a quarter of a mile broad, is passed by a very large 
and well-constructed pont-volant, or flying bridge, 
formed of a broad platform, resting upon two large 
barges firmly attached to each other. The facility 
and precision with which the bridge is transported 
from side to side, by means of the current and 
an anchor placed at a considerable distance up the 
river, the iron chain cable of which is supported 
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at intermediate distances by small boats, arc really 
astonishing. Its scale is immense, and it is sup¬ 
posed that one thousand persons might be trans¬ 
ported by it at a time. Carriages are driven on 
board with the greatest facility. 

The flying bridge soon took me across the 
Rhine ; the morning was beautiful, and the river 
appeared very animated with numerous trading 

barks, while the city seemed venerably melancholy, 
as if conscious of its former consequence, and 
ashamed of its present degradation. Passing a 
flat and uninteresting country, but relieved some¬ 
times by a glance at the majestic Rhine, five hours 
brought me to Dusseldorf, a perfect contrast to 
Cologne. I never in so short a space saw so great 
a transition; wide, clean streets; good, modern 
houses, and an apparently happy population ; with 
a kind and benevolent prince for their governor, 
a worthy successor of the excellent Elector Joseph 
William, who effected so much good in 1709. 
The Rhine washes one side of the town, and the 
other three are surrounded by pleasant walks and 
gardens. There is a remarkable peculiarity of 
dress amongst the inhabitants ; the men all wear a 
peculiarly small cap, coming down on the forehead 
4 la Mary, Queen of Scots, and not affording the 
slightest protection from the sun. The women 
are still more ridiculous, wearing a small chip hat, 
not bigger than a Grecian scull cap, and of course 
showing all their hair, which is disagreeably oily. 
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but not, I fear, from the effects of Rowland’s 
Macassar, or any thing half so flagrant. 

The landwliyr were out for the purpose of being 
drilled. The officers were very gentlemanly, and 
their dress was particularly en militaire. They per¬ 
formed the part of drill serjeants, and generally 
had a musket themselves, in order to add example 
to precept. I fear the so long and so justly cele¬ 
brated gallery of Dusseldorf, which used to attract 
men of taste from all parts of Europe, has entirely 
disappeared ; and, as a bitter satire upon their 
fallen fortune in that respect, they are obliged to 
endure the sight of a representation of the cruci¬ 
fixion in wood, placed outside one of the churches, 
where our Saviour and the malefactors are made to 
appear in full dressed wigs. 

The road to Munster is vile ; with seven horses 
we could hardly proceed, and were twice upset. 
At Dorsten, where we supped, they informed us 
that the King of England had done the same, and 
that the road appeared to have annoyed him very 
much; indeed, his majesty must sensibly have felt 
the difference between such a road, and whisking 
down to Brighton from London in three hours and a 
half, which he is said to have done more than once. 

While at supper a Prussian student arrived in 
charge of a gendarme, who was conducting him 
from Luxemburg to Berlin, upon suspicion of 
Carbonnariism, which probably might have arisen 
from his dress, for it was most eccentric. Upon 
hearing he was to be guarded d la me. the whole 
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way, I observed to a gentleman, that it must he 
extremely unpleasant to the prisoner; he shrugged 
up his shoulders, and said that they had been Fa¬ 
miliarized to it during the time of the French. 

The town of Munster is of itself had enough, 
but the ramparts having been turned into walks, 
have a good effect, and the females are pretty and 
genteel. During the four hours 1 remained, I saw 
more good-looking women, than during the whole 
of the preceding journey. 

The iron cages in which John of Leyden and 
his two accomplices suffered, are still suspended 
from the tower of the church of St. Lambert. 

The room in which the celebrated treaty of 1<> 18 
was signed, remains in the same state as when the 
congress sat, with the addition of good portraits of 
the sovereigns and the deputies from the United 
Provinces: there is also some armour of an im¬ 
mense bi'zc. 

The diligence was now changed for a light post 
waggon, but the road continued so had, that we 
had seven horses nearly the whole way to Minden. 
Near Bielefeld we were, for the first time since 
leaving England, obliged to use the drag. 

This is a flourishing town, having a great trade 
in linen, its bleaching being supposed to equal that 
of Haarlem. Two leagues beyond Herford, a pro- 
testant town, there is a salt spring with extensive 
works for procuring the salt both by evaporation 
and filtering, particularly by the latter. In this 
an immense fabric is reared, composed of 
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small branches of trees and brushwood, over which 
the water is thrown by a pump, and falling, leaves 
incrustations of salt upon the branches. 

Passing through what is called La Cluse, or 
Porte de Westphalie, formed by Les Montagnes dc 
Jacques and de Marguerite Cluse, we arrived at mid¬ 
night at Minden, which the next morning I found 
ancient, ill built and fortified. A sentry soon 
turned me oft" the ramparts, from whence the view 
of the Wescr and the mountains of Westphalia is 
very picturesque. The women are clumsily and 
heavily clad; they wear a jacket and a very heavy, 
red petticoat, plaited like eossack trowsers, which 
meets it just above the hips. The men, on the 
contrary, look light and airy, wearing thin Holland 
coats, lined with red, with small-clothes and cotton 
stockings fantastically worked. We reached Lcssc, 
the first place in Hanover, and I was surprised to 
find on every thing appertaining to government, the 
mark G. R. IV. over the English arms; for although 
our king is the fourth of the name of George in 
England, 1 thought he had been the first King of 
Hanover, and ft cm what I have seen, however it 
may be the interest of the Hanoverians to assi¬ 
milate themselves as much as possible to the 
English, I am certain they do not reflect any 
credit upon us. During the night I was feelingly 
alive to the wofui difference of travelling under 
Post Office protection in the two countries, for the 
vehicle was neither wind nor water tight; and 
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instead of turnpike roads, there was a trackless 
waste, so that, on a dark night, I am sure I do not 
know how they can possibly find their way. 

We arrived at Hanover about six in the morning. 
The town is neat and clean, and the road to Mont 
Brillant and Herrenhausen (royal palaces), is plea¬ 
sant and good, every other being bad and sandy. 
The Duke of Cambridge inhabits the former 
palace, and the king lived in the latter during his 
late visit. 

The Hanoverians are just now very indignant 
at a change of cockade, which was ordered under, 

I believe, an idea of doing them an honour, but 
which has wounded their pride most amazingly. 
Their national cockade is black, and it was only 
on the accession of the Hanoverian family to the 
throne of England, that the black cockade was 
adopted by us, our colour having previously been 
sky-blue; but when parties ran high, the wliigs, to 
show their attachment to the protestant succession, 
generally wore the cockade of the Hanoverian 
family, and in time, it was uniformly adopted and 
considered as national; of course the Hanoverians 
had also continued it, and it was worn by every¬ 
body on the king's arrival. Whether the English 
ministers about him were ignorant of its origin I 
do not know, but they advised his Majesty to grant 
to his Hanoverian subjects a cockade, variegated of 
black, yellow, black and white, with an order to wear 
no other; but they are indignant at the change, and 
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treat it with contempt. However, they deign to 
acknowledge the favour his majesty did them, in 
ordering free ingress and egress in and out the city 
at all hours of the night; previously, the gates had 
been closed at nine, although the ramparts had been 
turned into public walks. 

A large military force is kept up, and those 
officers who served in the Hanoverian legion are 
particularly well off, as, in addition to their full 
pay, they enjoy the half pay of our army; and I 
am happy to do them the justice to say, that they 
appear very sensible of the liberality of the English 
government towards them. I am the more pleased 
at this, because, generally speaking, I think there is 
a very uniform and extensive feeling existing in the 
country against England. At the Table d’Hote, 
there was a very strong argument upon the unfeel¬ 
ing policy of our government, in allowing the 
people of Ireland to starve, sooner than permit 
them to import corn from abroad, because (as the 
Hanoverians conceived the motive,) the importation 
would tend to continental prosperity. They even 
went so far as to say, that their connexion with us 
drained their country of all its specie, and entailed 
poverty upon its inhabitants. Fortunately, there 
were two English gentlemen present, perfect 
masters of the language, who ably combated their 
arguments, and supported the honour of their 
country; but, at this last observation, they could 
retain their gravity no longer, and laughing, they 
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pulled out about five shillings worth of the base 
coin that circulates in Hanover, and exclaimed, 
“ Why, we must pay five shillings worth of pure 
silver to buy this for exportation, and in England, 
the whole would not fetch ten pence.” Yet such 
are the envy and jealousy of us existing on the 
Continent, that the most absurd propositions are 
circulated and believed, merely because, if true, 
they tend to lower our national character and pro¬ 
sperity. Herrenhausen is a commodious palace of 
only one story, with an excellent botanical garden 
attached to it. The plants are generally very thriv¬ 
ing, which surprised me, as the soil is perfectly 
sandy. The parliament-house is small ; the upper 
chamber consists of thirty members, and the lower 
of forty. 

Having taken my place by the mail, precisely at 
mid-day we drove out of the Post-office yard. 
There were three waggons drawn by four horses in 
company, all with the royal livery and arms, as the 
roulage is a government monopoly. However 
closely connected we may have been at starting, we 
soon became widely separated; there not being a 
regular road, each driver took the course he thought 
would bring him to the post-house in the shortest 
time, although they were all under the command of 
the guard in the mail. 

Celle is a clean, lively-looking town, although the 
country about it is so sandy, that the houses of the 
faubourg appeared as if they were those of a fishing 



HANOVER. 


25 


village. We arrived at Harburg, opposite Ham¬ 
burg, at four o’clock the next evening, and to sum 
up an account of the roads all the way from Dus- 
seldorf, if roads they can he called, they are the 
worst in the world. In many parts there is not 
even a beaten track, hut the route lies through 
large plains of benthill, or sandy common. The 
horses are good and lively, notwithstanding which, 
little more than two miles and a half per hour 
were made good on an average. The first time of 
passing, the journey is not very tiresome, for the 
country appears highly cultivated, in spite of the 
sand, and in many parts the cultivation extends to 
the edge of the road, with trees always in view. 
These are chiefly firs, beech, and small oaks, so 
that one would be tempted to call it a woody 
country. The carriage occasionally broke through 
the plantations, and tore the houghs off against the 
roof. 

Hanover is badly off for water, and appears thinly 
inhabited. We saw scarcely any villages, but here 
and there very large farm-houses, which, at one end, 
contain accommodation for all the stock as well as 
for the family : they look dreary and miserable, 
and invariably bear inscriptions outside, relating to 
the foundation of the buildings, and to the mar¬ 
riages of the parties who inhabit them. An attempt 
is making to form a chausste, but stones are so 
scarce, that the design makes little progress. Now 
and then the chaussee is met with for a quarter of 
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a mile. An importation of Aberdeen granite might 
not be a bad speculation. 

At Harburg they wished to detain us all night, 
but we insisted upon being furnished with a boat, 
and had a good passage through the islands which 
lie in the river, and form part of the territory of 
Hamburg. They are filled with cattle and geese; 
the pasture is so good that they are termed the 
dairy of Hamburg. The French, during their 
occupation of this part of the country, formed a 
series of bridges with ponts-volants from the main 
lands, which are now often erroneously cited by 
the admirers of the French, as one immense bridge 
thrown by them over the Elbe: nothing can be 
more unfounded. 

When we landed at Hamburg it was late, and 
before entering the city we were obliged to pay a 
trifle, as the guards who were old men armed with 
axes assured us, to the poor. This was a truly 
civic guard, and a truly benevolent contribution. 
It is delightful, I reflected, to find a place on the 
continent where freedom is unfettered, and the 
civil authority is exercised only for the public good. 
With these delightful sensations I went to bed at 
the King of Prussia hotel, deeming myself as free as 
air. But at day-light I was awaked by the firing of 
cannon, and when I had again got into a comfort¬ 
able nap, a fellow came into my room, sans cc'ri- 
monie, to ask for iny passport. Of course I refused 
it at such an unseasonable hour, but not long after- 
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wards, another fellow came to desire I would enter 
my name in the book for the police. I also turned 
him out, but was not long before another came to 
say the police insisted upon having my passport. 
This third interruption put me quite out of humour, 
and I exclaimed, that I would not answer any ques¬ 
tion till after breakfast, and that if again annoyed, 
I would throw the fellow down stairs. I could not 
account for all this police inquiry, but upon sallying 
out, I found every thing quite military; troops 
marching in every direction, drums beating, guns 
firing, and all the bustle of a town besieged. This 
has continued ever since. On foreign post-days 
even clerks cannot obtain leave of absence from 
drill. I found, upon inquiry, that each person is 
subject to be drilled twelve times a year, and that 
this is the month selected for the purpose, after 
which, commercial bustle resumes its sway. They 
are very wisely throwing the town open, and turn¬ 
ing the ramparts into boulevards. 

From the appearance of the vessels in the Elbe, 
I fancy trade has suffered a dreadful diminution 
since the first paternal hug of the French*. Vessels 
cannot at any time lie alongside the wharfs, but 
arc obliged to discharge their cargoes into lighters, 
which, by means of the Alstcr and canals, go under 
the warehouses, and are unloaded by cranes- The 
general convenience as a port is not near so great 

* There arrived, during the year 1821, in Hamburg, one thou¬ 
sand eight hundred vessels, of which number six hundred and 
forty-five were from England. 
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as I had been led to expect: there are no docks 
even for repairing vessels, which are obliged to be 
hauled upon slips. The town is very dirty, and 
almost always damp ; the streets are badly paved, 
narrow, and in many parts made still more incon¬ 
venient by the houses projecting forward. They 
are built of both brick and wood, and generally 
have pointed roofs. The walls are thick, the win¬ 
dows narrow, and so very numerous, with so small 
a space between them, that those belonging to the 
lower classes might very well be mistaken for 
manufactories. 

The only public walk (within the now forming 
boulevards) is a kind of mall between rows of trees, 
on the edge of a large basin formed by the river 
Alster, which presents, on a summer’s evening, when 
it is covered with pleasure-boats filled with com¬ 
pany, and its banks lined with spectators, a very 
lively scene. Twenty swans are kept on it at the 
public expense, and to kill one is punished by three 
years’ imprisonment. 

The churches are not much worthy of notice. 
St. Michael's is the handsomest, and has a tower 
three hundred and ninety feet high. The city is 
governed by a supreme council of four, which may 
be styled the executive. The second council con¬ 
sists of four burgomasters, and then comes the 
senate, consisting of twenty-four members ; no 
branch can act of its own authority. The whole 
wear very old-fashioned drosses. 
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The Jews residing in Hamburg, amounting to 
about eighteen thousand, pay a moderate tax, called 
the duty of protection; it yields annually about six 
thousand crowns : it is of very ancient date, and has 
never varied since it was first imposed. The city 
cellar and the repository for drugs yield a consider¬ 
able revenue. The former principally contains 
Rhenish wine of all ages, from a hundred years old 
to the last vintage. The repository for drugs is 
also particularly well furnished, and contains every 
possible kind of medicine of the best quality. The 
territory of Hamburg is very confined; so much 
so, that the Altona-gate has the city arms on the 
inside, and those of Denmark on the out. There 
is about a mile of common faubourg, which is a 
nest of every thing vile, as the sailors can frequent 
it at all hours of the night by means of their boats, 
and thereby avoid the gate-tax. In other directions 
it extends about two miles, except towards Eppen- 
dorflj where a tongue of land of about seven miles 
long appertains to it. Few cities can boast of such 
beautiful environs : a combination of water, woods, 
groves, and walks, with a variety of fine prospects, 
makes Hamburg a delightful residence during sum¬ 
mer. The unmarried women wear their hair 
braided into two long tails down their hacks ; the 
married are distinguished by a single tail, and those 
who have a second time entered upon the joys of 
wedlock, conceal their hair; altogether, their cos¬ 
tume has a pleasing effect. Milk is carried about 
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in pails painted red, as they are persnaded it is the 
only colour which does not give it an unpleasant 
taste. 

Inundations are extremely frequent and sudden. 
The Elbe is indeed restrained by a dyke, but this, 
with the surrounding country and almost the whole 
of the city, was overflowed in 1771. A pillar is 
erected to mark the height of the water, which 
was astonishing. When the poor inhabitants of cel¬ 
lars or ground floors are driven out by inundation, 
the richer ones, who occupy the upper stories, are 
obliged to receive them. We were much pleased 
with the “ Orphans' House,” an establishment for 
six hundred boys and girls, who are received at the 
tenderest age. They are sent into the country till 
sufficiently old to commence the system of educa¬ 
tion pursued by the establishment, which is very 
good; after this they are bound apprentice to 
whatever trade they may have a turn to. The 
whole is supported by voluntary subscription, and 
does honour to the citizens. 

Although Hamburg ranks only as second of the 
Hanse town*, Lubcck being the first, she has gene¬ 
rally acted as the head of the league. Hie city 
has hardly any*manufactories, therefore its great 
prosperity is entirely owing to its advantageous 
situation on the Elbe, by which it becomes the port 
of transit from and to the heart of Germany ; but 
as many other channels are now open, it is very 
doubtful if she ever recovers the prosperity which 
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she enjoyed up to the time of the French occupa¬ 
tion. Altona, as well as Hamburg, is in a very de¬ 
clining state. The population of the latter is one 
hundred and twenty thousand, and of the former 
twenty-five thousand souls. 

The morning after my arrival here I joined my 
brother at the Hotel de llussie. We have bought a 
very nice Vienna-built caliche for six hundred and 
fifty mares, or forty-seven pounds sterling, from a 
Frenchman, and are about to depart for Copen¬ 
hagen, from whence you shall hear from me again. 

Adieu. 
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Lubeck — River Trave — Bornholm — Eutin — Kiel — Rensburg— 
Selswick—(iottorp — Flensburg— Holstein — Husum — Apen- 
rade—Snoghoe—Midillesahrt — Funen — Odensee — Nyburg— 
Great Belt—Corsoer—Sproe—Slagence—Ringstadt—Roskieldt 
—Island of Huen — Donningord — Charlottelunr—Frederick- 
burg—Rosen burg. 

Copenhagen, 2nd July, 1822. 

The distance from Hamburg to Lubcck is about 
thirty-six miles, but the road is dreary and execrable. 

The environs of Lubeck are wooded and pretty, 
the Trave winding through the town. The streets 
are wide, the houses presenting their gable ends, 
with immensely large lower rooms, which serve 
for warehouses, and the doors being kept shut 
give the town a dull appearance: indeed very little 
seemed to be going on. The churches are built of 
brick, a few of them are large, particularly that of 
St. Mary, which contains some paintings, sculpture, 
and carved work, that are rather curious than fine, 
particularly the Dance of Death, by Holbein,—a 
bitter satire upon human vanity. There is a paint¬ 
ing of the Crucifixion, with two infants held by 
the malefactors, one of whom is received by an 
angel, and the other by the devil; a portrait of a 
senator who was convicted of intriguing with the 
Queen of Denmark to deliver the island of Born¬ 
holm up to that country, for which he was deca¬ 
pitated : another of Count Spcineck, who, having 
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killed a senator, was sentenced to be torn to pieces, 
which was executed in the church, and they show 
the ring to which lie was bound. lie had turned the 
course of the river, and performed other eminent 
services to the city, and hence they boast, with no 
small pride, that no services whatever would allow 
a person to escape the penalty due to an infringe¬ 
ment of the laws, in proof of which they also show 
the tomb of a man who, when very young, robbed 
the poor-box of a penny; he escaped, went to the 
East Indies, and after a lapse of years, having 
amassed a large fortune, he returned and filled the 
box with gold, but this was not sufficient to expiate 
the crime, and he forfeited his life. The altar- 
piece in marble, representing the Last Supper, is 
admirably executed. Opposite is an astronomical 
clock of curious and useful construction, but ren¬ 
dered ridiculous at noon, by the appearance of 
figures representing our Saviour and his Apostles, 
who pass before him, and, when opposite, make him 
a bow; Judas alone is absent: after this ceremony 
the whole retire. There is a very fine view from 
the top of the tower, which is so dreadfully cracked 
as to render it dangerous to ascend, and I fear it 
will not stand many years ; should it fall, many 
lives' must he lost as it is surrounded by houses. 

The Hanseatic saloon is more remarkable for its 
antiquity and former grandeur than for any thing it 
contains at present, though th.e treasury is fitted up 

in a unique style, with very fine carved work in 

Vol. 1. D 
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oak. The population amounts to thirty-two thou¬ 
sand. The river is so shallow that vessels of bur¬ 
den are obliged to stop at Tnivemunde, near the 
entrance, to which place we hail a pleasant drive. 
In summer it is a good deal frequented as a bathing 
station. We arrived at Eutin, which is the patri¬ 
monial property of the Duke of Oldenburg, con¬ 
tained in a circumference of about twenty miles. 
There is a very neat, small palac e, beautifully situated 
upon the side of a lake. It appears that the inhabi¬ 
tants of this district arc contented and happy ; they 
have few imposts, everybody is well dressed, and 
there are no beggars. 

At Kiel, celebrated for the treaty by which Den¬ 
mark ceded Norway to Sweden, we remained one 
day, and were amply repaid by the beauties of its 
situation, and by our inspection of the canal, which 
unites the Baltic and German ocean. The entrance 
is about three miles from the town, and is marked 
by an obelisk with a crown on the top, and the 
inscription, Patrice et populu, on the base. Near 
it is a very large building intended for a warehouse, 
but at present perfectly empty. I suspect there is 
very little traific passing through. The bay is very 
fine, and the entrance is defended by a small fort. 
On our return we gave the chaplain a passage. lie 
was not dressed in black, but smoked a long pipe, 
and hud two pointers with him. 

A good observatory, as well as the college and 
museum, is now quite neglected, yet the situation 
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of the town is fine, and wc left it with regret. 
We had here, for the first time, a difficulty about 
passports, having always travelled with one of Lord 
Londonderry’s, backed by all the ministers of the 
states, we were likely to pass through. The police 
master, however, insisted upon our taking a Danish 
passport, and was not very civil upon the occasion. 
A steam-boat has lately been established between 
Kiel and Copenhagen, a great accommodation to the 
neighbourhood. We arrived at Rensburg in the 
evening. It is a very strong fortress, standing upon 
the river Eydcr (which terminates what is properly 
called Germany on the Danish side), and command¬ 
ing the canal. I did not see any square-rigged 
vessels. There arc warehouses, but they are all 
empty. Prince Charles of Hesse, father-in-law of 
the present sovereign, is the governor of Holstein. 
He went out in state whilst we were there, but we 
were surprised to find that his vehicle was merely 
the wicker waggon of the country, with a sort of 
cabriolet slung in the middle. 

At Rensburg I occupied a bed of five feet six by 
one foot six, placed in an unfurnished room ot 
forty-five feet by twenty, and at Kiel we had the 
following dinner for about twelve people; soup and 
bouilli, a large piece of roast beef and vegetables, 
some fine fish and pease, and then half a calf 
roasted, after which cheese and cherries terminated 
this substantial banquet. 

With Sleswick and its environs wc were much 
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pleased; the castle of Gottorp displays evident 
marks of former splendour. 

Before entering Flensburg we were surprised 
by the sight of a wheel elevated on a post, upon 
which were exposed the bodies and beads of five 
sailors, recently executed for the murder of their 
captain on board of a brig in the West Indies. A 
sixth had also suffered, but something favourable 
appearing in his ease, he was allowed burial; the 
sight so near the public road was most appalling. 

Flensburg is a considerable sea-port town, with 
a fine bay and harbour, having sufficient depth 
of water for the largest ships. Previously to quit¬ 
ting Holstein and Sleswick, I must in justice re¬ 
mark that, with the exception of the country be¬ 
tween Flensburg and Apenrade, the whole district 
is highly interesting—towns neat and clean, with 
good accommodation for travellers—country highly 
cultivated—interspersed with wood and water— 
many of the lakes picturesque to a high degree— 
and the peasants appearing to live in comfort. 
Their houses arc large, generally without chimneys, 
and divided into two parts, the separation being 
formed by two large covered doors. Storks are 
held in great c teem as birds of good auspices, and 
the farmer is happy if one takes possession of the 
end of his house, for the encouragement of which 
it is terminated by two cross pieces of wood, shaped 
like birds, and affording them facility for forming 
their nests, which are very large. They always sit 
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head to wind; at Michaelmas they rendezvous near 
Husum, and make a general flight for the winter, 
invariably returning in the spring to the same nest. 
The roads cannot be called good; the farmers are 
obliged to keep them in order, and I must do them 
the credit to say, that they spare no pains: in many 
parts sea-weed and branches of trees are laid on to 
present a firmer surface than the sand affords. 

According to the regulation of the posts in Den¬ 
mark, the postmaster is allowed an hour to change 
horses, but we seldom had occasion to wait so long. 
In Holstein the postilion is obliged to produce a 
certificate from the travellers he has conveyed, 
stating whether they arc satisfied with his conduct. 
Those who have three notes to their prejudice are 
punished. We invariably found them civil. Our 
carriage required three horses, which were driven 
unicorn fashion. We appeared to attract a good 
deal of attention, and were always saluted in pass¬ 
ing, both by rich and poor; the latter I found to 
he very honest, for having at Apenradc left my 
pocket telescope, a man ran after ns with it, and 
seemed surprised when I gave him something for 
his trouble. 

The next morning we were conveyed from 
Snoghoe across the Little Belt to Middlcsahrt, in 
the island of Funen, in a very commodious boat, 
the distance from ferry to ferry being about one 
mile and a half, hut, from shore to shore, not more 
than three-quarters of a mile, with from twelve to 
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twenty fathoms water. It took us twenty minutes 
to cross, and we paid about seven shillings in full 
of all demands. 

The road across the island, (nineteen miles in 
length,) is very good, and runs quite straight: the 
country is flat and the soil sandy (apparently little 
better than the north of Germany) with some bog 
and turf. A good deal of the land appears to have 
been only lately enclosed, and the crops are exceed¬ 
ingly thin, except on one field near Odensee, (the 
chief town) which had the finest crop of wheat I 
ever saw. Barriers are placed every mile, but the 
postilion paid the toll. Nyburg, with a strongly 
fortified harbour, is famous as the spot from whence 
that truly patriotic nobleman, the Marquis de la 
Romana broke with his army from French thral¬ 
dom, and flew to the assistance of his distressed 
country, and ultimately lost his life in her cause— 
a loss perhaps the most severe that was experienced 
by the Spanish nation during the eventful struggle, 
for the marquis possessed every quality to form a 
hero and a legislator. 

It ought, for the credit of Bernadotte, to be men¬ 
tioned, that, according to report, information was 
conveyed to him of the intended defection of the 
marquis; but his honour revolting at the base 
entrapment of the Spaniards by Napoleon, he pur¬ 
posely went to a distant part of his command, in 
order, without compromising himself, to let them 
escape. 
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The Great Belt is about twenty miles wide 
between Nyburg and Corsoer, with the small 
island of Sproe about mid way, on which is a tele¬ 
graph to communicate between the two coasts. 
During the late war it was in the possession of our 
cruizers, which were constantly at anchor in all 
parts of the passage. We were fourteen hours 
crossing, and paid about two pounds in full of 
every charge. 

The telegraph at Corsoer can be distinguished 
nearly from the time of leaving the opposite side. 
The harbour or bay is shallow, but strongly de¬ 
fended against boat attacks. The town is most 
miserable, as well as the post-house, and we were 
very happy to find ourselves en route , although 
with miserable cattle, and with equally bad roads 
as far as Slagcnce, when both improved. There is 
a barrier at every mile. The country is generally 
flat, open, and uninteresting, with a number of 
churches without towers or steeples, which makes 
them appear very insignificant; but at llingstadt 
there is a fine avenue of trees, and the church has 
lately been rebuilt of brick, of which material 
most of the churches arc constructed: wc had 
sometimes six or eight in sight at once. The 
church at.Ringstadt contains the ashes of Cnute 
and Eric. 

We reached Roskieldt in the evening, having 
travelled about five miles an hour; the average 
rate since leaving Lubeck. This town is situated 
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on an arm of the Baltic, and was formerly the re¬ 
sidence of the kings of Denmark. The Bishop 
of Roskieldt was primate of the kingdom. The 
trade was formerly very flourishing, and employed 
great numbers of men and vessels; but the town 
is now reduced to a few streets, with grass growing 
in the midst of them. Nothing indeed remains of 
its ancient splendour, except the tombs of the 
kings and of the royal family. These are in a 
church of Gothic architecture, which has nothing 
particularly striking in its appearance. The remains 
of Queen Margaret, who changed the political 
existence of three nations, are interred facing the 
altar. Her tomb is covered with a stone, painted 
black, on which she is represented in alabaster, 
lying at length: the inscription is as follows :— 
“This monument was erected by Eric, the successor 
of Margaret, in honour of that princess, to whose 
merit posterity will never render sullicicnt praise.” 
Christian I., who was the first monarch of the 
House of Oldenburg, is interred in a small chapel; 
but the monuments of Christian 111. and Frederick 
II., executed in marble, are’ by far the most mag¬ 
nificent. They came from Italy, and are esteemed 
master-pieces of sculpture. The tomb of Christian 
IV., the most remarkable of all the Danish sove¬ 
reigns, is only distinguished by a simple stone, 
with a few trophies ; these indeed arc sufficient, 
since the page of history will render him immor¬ 
tal. All the coffins are above ground, and it would 
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seem that some of the earlier kings were quite 
gigantic. The height of Frederick IV. is marked 
on a pillar—I could not reach it. Peter the Great 
marked his own underneath, and 1 could just 
touch it. The altar-piece is extremely curious, 
being of carved oak, three hundred years old, and 
representing the history of our Saviour from his 
birth till his crucifixion. Many of the figures 
have an extraordinary degree of expression, hut 
some are out of proportion: however, upon the 
whole, it is a very curious and valuable specimen 
of carving. As at Ringstadt, the upper part of the 
church is fantastically painted with flowers, which 
detracts very much from the solemnity of the 
scene. 

The four miles from hence to Copenhagen are 
the worst in the whole road from Corsocr. Neither 
the country nor the environs on this side of Copen¬ 
hagen give you any idea of the vicinity of a capital, 
and still less of a rich country. There is nothing 
to be seen the whole way to the suburbs (which 
suffered much during the unfortunate bombardment 
of 1807,) worth notice, except the obelisk erected 
in memory of the freedom granted to the husband¬ 
men : it bears the following inscription—“ The 
king being convinced that civil liberty, directed by 
just laws, inspires the love of our country, with 
the courage to defend it, the desire of information, 
a taste for labour, and the hope of happiness, 
has therefore commanded that slavery should be 
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abolished, and that order and despatch should pre¬ 
side at the execution of all rustic laws ; so that the 
husbandman, being free, courageous, enlightened, 
laborious, and good, may in future become, and be 
regarded as an inestimable and happy citizen.” 
The base of the obelisk is ornamented with em¬ 
blems and inscriptions, and bears four marble 
figures representing Fidelity, Agricultural Industry, 
Courage, and Patriotism. The prince royal laid 
the first stone in 1792, and the inscription terms 
him, “ The son of the king, and the friend of the 
people.” 

Copenhagen, although certainly in itself very 
dull, particularly in summer, when all the genteel 
families are in the country, is'still very interesting 
to the traveller, and contains many establishments 
which reflect the greatest honour upon the founders 
and supporters of them. 

The Goth street is nearly a mile in length, and 
is built in a straight line. There are two or three 
handsome squares, and the ramparts afford pleasant 
walks, with agreeable views. The streets arc gene¬ 
rally well paved,with flag-stones for foot passengers, 
but these are too narrow to he of much use, added 
to which they are crossed by kennels between each 
house, and though these are usually covered with 
planks, it is not always the case, which makes it 
inconvenient, and indeed dangerous to walk in the 
dark. 

The city within the last thirty years has suffered 
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dreadfully; first in 1795, by a fire which consumed 
nearly one-third of it, fortunately the worst part, 
since which it has been greatly embellished, so 
that, as with our own capital, perhaps good has 
arisen from evil. But I fear no such consolatory 
reflection can proceed from the second suffering, 
occasioned by our bombardment in 1807. From 
all I can observe, a deep-rooted enmity against 
England has taken possession of the minds of the 
inhabitants, which nothing but her downfal can 
ever eradicate ; nor is the attack of 1801 at all 
forgotten. Every care is taken to keep alive 
the sense of the severe injury inflicted upon their 
national pride in both instances. In the former 
case, I almost admire the national spirit which 
continues to feel it, because circumstances, which 
more powerful nations were unable to control, 
obliged her to throw herself into the arms of 
either France or England; and the latter could 
not have permanently protected her from the grasp 
of the former, she may, therefore, be said to 
have been forced into that unnatural alliance, an 
alliance which ultimately cost her the two brightest 
jewels of her crown,—Norway and her navy, and, 
indeed, almost her existence as an independent 
state. 

However, in this case we do not exclusively bear 
her ire, Russia having a large, and Sweden a small, 
share of it. They do not fail frequently to quote 
the manifesto issued by the Emperor of Russia on 
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the occasion, in which he declares he will never 
lay down his arms till, “ The fleet so shamefully, 
and in violation of every acknowledged law, seized 
by England, shall be restored to Denmark and 
they add, tf That England retains our fleet, yet 
Russia made peace and even obliged us to cede 
Norway, because we kept and fulfilled our engage¬ 
ments with honour and integrity.” 

Their arguments relative to the attack of 1801 
are both curious and fallacious. They say the 
victory was theirs, and firmly believe that the two 
English line of battle ships which got on shore 
had struck, and that Nelson, taking advantage of 
their ignorance on shore of this circumstance, sent 
in a flag of truce with a message not founded in 
truth, and by this unworthy subterfuge, snatched 
the laurels from their brows, and reaped the fruit 
of a victory, which in point of honour was theirs. 
Indeed, they attempt to villifv the character of 
that great hero in every way. They assert that he 
even traduced the character of the Danish admiral 
to the crown prince, by saying he shifted his flag 
three times during the action, and at length retired 
to the Three Crown battery in order to save his 
person. I must confess, I was exceedingly hurt to 
hear these aspersions, because I thought and did 
hope, that Nelson and his companions in arms hud 
at least won the esteem of the “ Brave Danes.” 

In order to cherish the idea that victory was 
theirs, till wrested from them by dishonourable 
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artifice, every officer who was in the battle has a 
medal to commemorate the victory, and a monu¬ 
ment has been erected to those who were killed, 
hearing this inscription, “ They fell, but Denmark 
stood.” 

At the battery of the dock-yard, there is a very 
expressive monument in the form of a broken 
mast, to the memory of Captain Slagesse, who 
voluntered to go off and take the command of the 
Provestein, after her captain was killed. It says, 
“ Worn out by sickness, animated by love of his 
country, and the presence of his prince, he flew 
to the Provestein, and met his fate, gloriously in 
the defence of bis country.” But the most power¬ 
ful and affecting tribute to the memory of the 
brav • officers who so gloriously fell in the cause 
of their country, is one erected in the burying 
ground appropriated to the marine. It consists of 
a large block of granite on a mound, the bijse of 
which is composed of rough, single stones, upon 
each of which is marked the name of one of the 
ships to which the persons belonged.. It is kept in 
excellent order, and like most of the graves in 
Denmark, has roses and flowers growing round it. 

Denmark has about forty thousand seamen: her 
navy consists of three two-decked ships, five frigates, 
seven sloops, and about eighty gun-boats; a sad 
falling oft for a nation that once ruled the seas. 
One ot the two-deckers was built out of timber 
which, by some accident, escaped our rapacious 
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grasp in 1807, and they have not inaptly named 
her the Phoenix; and another, being the only ship 
which escaped, by being at the time in a port of 
Norway, the seamen whimsically called her the 
“ Widow,” While upon this subject, let me pay 
a tribute of respect to the Danish naval officers, 
some of whom I have met both in foreign countries, 
and during my stay here. I must say, I have in¬ 
variably found them intelligent and gentlemanly, 
with a great desire to cultivate the acquaintance of 
Englishmen, and to render them service. The 
naval arsenal has always been considered as a 
model for arrangement. It stands on the Isle of 
Amaak, which, in fact, forms the harbour; a boom 
dividing the king’s from the merchants’ or com¬ 
mercial part. It may truly be said at the present 
moment to be a skeleton. 

Commerce is very dull, there being only one 
vessel at my appearance at the Custom-house ; and 
we were not displeased to find her the Mulgrave 
Castle, of Scarborough, with a cargo from the East 
Indies. There are, however, a good many vessels 
in the roads, but principally wind bound. 

Activity appears to reign at the Island of the 
Three Crowns, which they are strengthening by a 
very thick parapet. The city is regularly fortified, 
and is surrounded by a very considerable ditch, but 
blockaded by sea and land, no populous capital can 
holdout long; and this contains ninety thousand in¬ 
habitants independently of the military; yet General 
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Pieman who capitulated to the English in 1807, 
has ever since been in disgrace. 

From the top of St. Saviour s church, which is 
ascended by an outer stair-case, there is a magni¬ 
ficent and extensive view. 

Tycho Brahe made sonic of his best observations 
on the Island of Hucn; and in the Exchange, there 
is a good painting of his receiving a gold medal 
from Frederick II. who paid him a visit, attended 
by his chancellor, who disliked Tycho from the 
circumstance of his having married into a plebeian 
fanply. It seems, that James VI. of Scotland, had 
previously visited him and given him a dog. The 
faithful animal flew at and hit the chancellor, to 
the evident satisfaction of the wife, which is admi¬ 
rably depicted in her countenance, as are also the 
pain and rage of the chancellor, and something 
between satisfaction at the attack, and dread of its 
consequences in that of Tycho. 

The far-famed observatory is ascended by an 
incliucd plane of eleven feet wide, up which Peter 
the (neat is said to have driven his carriage: it was 
erected in 1637, but by some, error in its con¬ 
struction, it is perfectly useless for its intended 
purpose, as carriages passing, and even the sound 
of the church-bells, cause such vibrations, as ma¬ 
terially to affect the instruments and chronometers. 

On Saturday we dined at Donningord with our 
minister, Mr. Foster. It is a pretty situation, and 
when in the possession of M. De Konning was 
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well known by the unbounded hospitality which 
he exercised there to every stranger who visited 
Copenhagen. But the house has fallen with the 
fortunes of this respectable merchant, and is now 
almost a ruin. Wc were surprised to find many 
people walking about the grounds, and even ap¬ 
proaching the windows; but, upon inquiry, found 
that in Zealand, no park or lawn can be closed 
against the public, who are by the same law, hound 
to treat the proprietor with respect. 

About the time of St. John’s day, a fair is held 
in the royal park, near a spring, and every inha¬ 
bitant of Copenhagen feels bound to repair to it, in 
order, by a libation, to propitiate the presiding 
spirit in his favour during the rest of the year. 
The royal family are not exempt; and generally 
perform their devotions in great state. On Sunday 
we repaired to Bellevue in a stool waggon, the 
common conveyance of the country for all classes 
of people ; it is most inconvenient, not affording 
protection against either sun or rain. The number 
of people assembled was extraordinary; for the 
steam-boat constantly passing and re-passing, gave 
a great facility to the citizens to repair to the spot. 
The female peasants were fantastically dressed, 
wearing caps richly embroidered behind, green 
jackets and red ribands, and I must say, that the 
women were exceedingly plain, not excepting the 
higher orders. 

In returning we called at Charlottclune, a royal 
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domain, at four miles from the capital, which is 
open to the public all the summer, and where an 
equally gay scene was passing. 

Entering the city, we were surprised to find part 
of several streets brilliantly illuminated, in con¬ 
sequence of a marriage, it appearing that the 
neighbours and friends of the bride and bridegroom 
take that method of showing their respect and 
good wishes for the happy pair. 

The royal castle of Fredcrickburg stands about 
half a league front the city, and the gardens being 
laid out with much taste, are a good deal fre¬ 
quented in summer: in 1807, the English had bat¬ 
teries between it and the city. 

The castle of Rosenburg is a Gothic edifice, used 
as a jewel-office : it contains the ivory throne, and 
chairs used at the coronation of the kings of 
Denmark, three silver lions which are placed before 
it during the ceremony, a large silver dish and 
stand, used at royal christenings, curious pieces of 
crystal, presented by the republic of Venice, cases 
filled with gold and silver plate, and paintings in 
enamel. Two gold boxes, presented by the city 
of London and the Goldsmith’s Company to Chris¬ 
tian VII. arc remarkably fine; the embossed figures 
on them are elegant and extremely well executed. 

They also exhibit in this castle, dresses worn by 
the different kings. Among others, was shown us 
that of Christian IV. (born 1577,) worn during the 

sea-fight in which he lost an eye by the splinter of 
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a mast. His laced cravat and the handkerchief he 
bound round the wound are spotted with blood : 
the two latter articles are not the most pleasing to 
look at. 

There are also twelve pieces of fine tapestry, 
representing both the military and bourgeois cos¬ 
tumes of Denmark. The remains of the royal castle 
or palace, saved from the destructive fire of 179.3, 
contain the king’s library, museum, and gallery of 
paintings. The latter has, unfortunately, a very bad 
light. The library contains about one hundred and 
fifty thousand volumes, and four thousand manu¬ 
scripts : the latter are rare and valuable, and the 
greatest possible facility is given to public research. 
The liberal feeling is carried so far, as to allow 
books to be taken home by respectable persons, the 
benefit of which we experienced, as the librarian 
had the kindness to allow ns to take a book we 
wished to consult away with us to our hotel. 

The museum contains an amazing number of 
unique and interesting objects, the collecting of 
which is certainly a national honour. A mummy 
is shown, of which Peter the Great is said, in his 
insatiable research after truth, to have bitten off 
the nose, in order to find out the* means used by 
the ancients to preserve their dead. 

The Danes are not a little proud, and indeed 
with reason, of their countryman, the celebrated 
sculptor Thorwaldsen, the rival of Canova. Like 
many other great geniuses, he was neglected at 



home, and obliged to seek protection abroad ; but, 
like a truly great man, he still loves his native 
country. lie is just now employed upon an altar 
piece for the cathedral which is building, in the 
room of the one destroyed during the bombardment. 
In order however that, like its predecessor, it may 
not be marked for destruction by its superior size 
to other buildings, it is to be finished without a 
spire. 

The land arsenal is kept in very good order, and 
tolerably well filled with field trains, small arms, 
and pontoons. There are also some military tro¬ 
phies, and ancient pieces' of artillery of different 
shapes. Among the former, they show a Swedish 
banner with a curious device, viz., a eat watching 
a mouse in a trap, a device which they adopted in 
derision, during a blockade of Copenhagen: at 
length, the Danes were so irritated at the insult, 
that they made a sortie, and succeeded in bearing 
oft' the banner. 

To prevent unnecessary litigation, the king has 
established a court of equity or arbitration, the 
members of which arc paid entirely by government, 
and no expense is incurred by the parties appealing 
to its decision. No suit can be instituted in any 
court without a certificate, to state that the parties 
have ineffectually attempted to have it settled by 
arbitration. Mr. Foster told ns an anecdote ex¬ 
tremely illustrative of the paternal government of 
Denmark. An Englishman came to the capital 
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with a menagerie, and amongst other beasts, there 
was a lion, into whose mouth he was in the habit of 
putting his head, this feat constituted a very con¬ 
siderable share of his profits. The police hearing 
of it, and having more regard for his safety than 
he appeared to have for it himself, forbade that part 
of the exhibition, and the man came to Mr. Foster 
for redress, complaining of being a considerable loser 
by the excessive caution of the police. Mr. Foster 
stated the case to government, who continued the 
prohibition; but immediately indemnified the man, 
saying, they could not allow him to run such a risk 
of losing his life, while in the states of the king of 
Denmark. 

The police are prohibited from granting a pass¬ 
port, till the applicant produces a certificate from 
the master of the house where he lodges that he is 
not in debt. 

'Fhe only oppressive thing we heard of, is a very 
severe tax upon provisions coming into the capital, 
which renders living much dearer there than in the 
country. 'Fhe supply of vegetables comes from the 
island of Amaak, inhabited by a colony of Dutch fa¬ 
milies, who emigrated about two hundred years ago, 
and stilltvear their original style of dress,and preserve 
their national manners, never having intermarried 
with the Danes, or formed any connexion with them. 

In consequence of the king being confined with 
erysipelas, w r e have not seen him ; but he is repre¬ 
sented to us as plain and unostentatious, even 
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mixing with the citizens, and having generally one 
of his daughters under his arm. 

In case of war, sixty thousand troop9 can be 
brought into the field; they are dressed in red: the 
national cockade is black. It may be mentioned as 
a novel circumstance, that there is at this moment 
in the roads, a Prussian ship, commanded by Com¬ 
modore Billing, formerly of the Danish navy, but 
now employed at the head of the Prussian naval 
academy, established at Dantzie, with the cadets of 
which he is upon a cruize, in order to give them a 
practical knowledge of seamanship. It would be 
odd, if the King of Prussia created a marine from 
the following circumstance. During the review at 
Spithcad, in 1814, when the allied sovereigns were 
present, his Prussian majesty was much struck with 
a boat belonging to Captain Inglis, of the Rodney, 
which was rigged as a ship, and performed the ma¬ 
noeuvres with the fleet. The Prince Regent ob¬ 
serving this, presented it to him, and the captain’s 
son was made a lieutenant, and sent to Prussia in 
charge of her. When the King of Prussia found 
himself in possession of this man-of-war, he face¬ 
tiously observed to the Emperor of Russia and the 
Prince Regent, “ My brothers, I hope you will 
not he jealous of my marine.” 

We have found our expense of travelling, since 
leaving Ham burg, about thirteen pence kalfpennyper 
English mile, for three horses,including postilion and 
waggon master: the postilion wears a uniform and 
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horn. The post-houses are tolerably well supplied 
with provisions, hut thev are badly off for beds. 
Wc have travelled thus far with the specie dollar, 
which we procured in Hamburg, but in general, 
nothing but paper money is to be seen; the Jews 
being said to have got all the specie into their pos¬ 
session, and to have profited most amazingly and 
rapaciously by the fluctuation of the paper currency, 
and the financial distress of the country. Thev have 
also the reputation of success in intrigues, and are 
therefore universally detested by the men; but their 
rage is impotent, and Moses continues to enjoy 
their money, and his success in his amours. 
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(iuthfburr/, 21 it July, IS'?. 

When I last wrote to you, we were on the point of 
quitting the Danish capital, in order to cross the 
Sound, from Elsineur to Helsingburg. The road 
to the former town is good and pleasant. The 
castle of Cronbnrg and the town of Elsineur are 
imposing at a distance ; the former is celebrated as 
the place in which the unfortunate Oucen Matilda 
was con lined ; and a tower, which it wants to pro¬ 
duce uniformity, is said to have been knocked down 
by a shot from the ship of Captain M'Bride, who 
commanded the English squadron sent to convey 
her to Hanover. A garden is now shown at Elsi- 
ncur which goes by the name of the garden of 
Prince Hamlet; it is in a very neglected state, but 
its situation is delightful. 

Front Mr. Fenwick, our consul, we received the 
attention and hospitality for which he is so remark¬ 
able. He told us that he had that morning received 
a visit from an extraordinary personage, Mr. Hol¬ 
man, a lieutenant of the English navy, and a 
knight of Windsor, who, although perfectly blind. 
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was on his way to see St. Petersburg and the Russian 
customs. We have now changed our Hamburg dol¬ 
lars for Swedish paper, and, as we understand, have 
bid a long adieu to any thing in the shape of specie. 

Elsineur is like nearly all seaports, a dirty but 
busy town: amongst seamen it is known by the 
name of the “ Gin-shop,” because all British vessels 
here lay in a considerable stock of that spirit to 
serve them during their absence from England. 
The Sound dues are still submitted to by all Eu¬ 
rope, and are rigidly enforced by the Danes, for 
which purpose a man-of-war is stationed in the 
roads, exacting not only the toll, but a mark of 
respect from all merchantmen to the Danish flag. 
Last year eight thousand four hundred and ninety 
vessels passed through, of which number three 
thousand one hundred were British. We procured 
a boat at a moderate sum, and crossed the Sound 
with our carriage and baggage; in thirty-five mi¬ 
nutes ; the distanee is about two miles and three- 
quarters, but the narrowest part between the two 
coasts, having been measured when frozen over, is 
said to be only one thousand three hundred fathoms. 
Upon arriving at Helsingburg it is impossible to 
conceive a greater contrast than it presented to 
Elsineur. There, we were annoyed by the inces¬ 
sant and officious offers of assistance to embark 
our carriage, baggage, 6fc .; here, not a soul was to 
be seen, and we were absolutely obliged to send up 
to the town and request some people to come down 
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before we would disembark our equipage. A small 
convenient pier has been run out, but it is now in 
a dilapidated state. 

At the custom-house they were civil, and allowed 
us to put our own value upon our carriage, upon 
which we paid a small duty, receiving a document 
to enable us to recover nearly the whole of it, when¬ 
ever it might again cross the frontier. 

We immediately waited upon the governor, who 
received us most cordially, and informed us he had 
just received a despatch from IMewalla, to say that 
the king would cjuit the camp in three days, and it 
was consequently useless our attempting to arrive 
there before his departure. We accordingly altered 
our route, and determined to proceed, in the first 
place, to Carlscroua. The governor very kindly 
extended our passports so as to enable us to tra¬ 
verse the kingdom in every direction, which may 
be considered as a great indulgence, for so strict 
are the police laws, that no foreigners, except 
Englishmen and Americans, are allowed to ap¬ 
proach the capital, till permission is granted by the 
minister of foreign affairs. A propos of ministers. 
His excellency was much astonished at the number 
of titles possessed by the Marquis of Londonderry, 
and requested an explanation, which we readily 
afforded, not without thinking them almost as 
ridiculous as those of the travelling Spaniard, so 
renowned in story. 

r Ihc mode of travelling in Sweden differs from 



that of every other country, and is by far the most 
tedious I have ever experienced. Although there 
are post-houses and post-masters, there are not atiy 
post-horses, and all the proprietors of horses in 
each district are obliged to furnish them in rotation. 
In consequence of these regulations, it has become 
a custom to send an arant courier, termed a for child, 
to put the horses you may want in requisition, and 
it is therefore absolutely necessary before setting 
out, to make up your mind as to the exact road you 
mean to pursue, and the time of arriving at each 
post-house ; for if the horses are kept waiting 
beyond a certain time, a forfeit is paid'; and as at 
each station they are entitled to four hours’ notice, 
you must eonsequently calculate your route so ac¬ 
curately as to allow your J'ijrebud to arrive at the 
last station four hours before you. He is himself 
liable to be detained at each station for some time 
before he is furnished with a horse ; it consequently 
follows that, in a long journey, he must have a very 
considerable start. Although, when actually in mo¬ 
tion, the roads being excellent, you make good the 
Swedish, or six English miles, an hour; yet, owing 
to these regulations, Sweden may fairly be pro¬ 
nounced the most inconvenient travelling country 
in Europe. But it is said that the inconveniences 
exist only in the cross roads, and that on the high 
roads, horses arc always to be found ready, and that 
the fdrelmd consequently becomes unnecessary. I 
can only say, that we have been sometimes at post- 
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houses on the high road to Stockholm without the 
sign of a spare horse. 

The master of the hotel at Hclsingburg procured 
shafts for the carriage and harness for the horses, 
travellers being obliged to find their own, as well as 
to make their servants drive ; he also procured us a 
soldier who agreed for a moderate sum, about three 
shillings a day, to go with us as far as this place. 
Every thing being finally arranged, th v foreblld was 
despatched at six, and we departed ;tt twelve o’clock, 
with three miserable horses. We left our host well 
satisfied with our treatment, and prejudiced in fa¬ 
vour of the national character, from the frankness 
we had experienced in every department, from 
the governor downwards. We got on very well 
through a poor but wooded country, at the rate of 
the Swedish mile an hour, till we reached Tyringe, 
where horses failed us. We were detained two 
hours, without any accommodation or possibility of 
procuring refreshment, till three miserable animals 
made their appearance and conveyed us to Roinge, 
a post-house which afforded a scanty supply of cold 
meat and clean beds. We started early in the morn¬ 
ing and breakfasted at Christianstadt, a fortified 
town, and great artillery depot. The country around 
is low, and sometimes overflowed, so that we had a 
very long bridge to pass in quitting it; but scenery 
of a bolder character soon presents itself, and upon 
entering the district of Bleckingen it becomes rather 
hilly aud rocky. Near Fjelkinge we remarked an 
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extraordinarily large, isolated stone, at least twelve 
feet in circumference; as our servant was anxious 
to point it out to us, we suppose there is some his¬ 
tory attached to it, hut have as yet been unable to 
gain any intormation; we will therefore bear it in 
mind when we arrive at Stockholm. 

At tiadenry we were again detained for horses ; 
but as the situation of it is extremely picturesque, 
wc were rather pleased with the delay: indeed, all 
the way to Garlserona the road is interesting. Carl- 
shamn, where we slept, is a good town, possessing a 
capital harbour and some commerce ; we were well 
accommodated by a respectable man named Stein- 
hor, who gave us a recommendation to a house at 
Carlscrona, it appearing that it does not follow of 
course that you are to be received at a lodging- 
house, the master expecting a character from your 
former host. With the scenery about Kunuchy we 
were particularly pleased. It rained hard during the 
forenoon, but about two cleared up and presented 
us with a view of Carlscrona, which, from the 
land, has nothing particularly striking. , The town 
occupies a cluster of small islands lying on the sea 
coast: three of these, connected by long wooden 
bridges, form the site of the town ; the rest of the 
group serve for the erection of works to protect the 
harbour, some of which appear formidable, but are 
in a neglected state. Carlscrona is badly off for 
water, chiefly depending upon rain for a supply. 

The town, like all others that wc have passed 
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through in Sweden, is entirely built of wood ; but as 
the streets are wide and regular, and as many of the 
houses are large, and all are painted or ochred red, 
white, or black, with good glazed windows, and there 
being two good churches and two squares, the appear¬ 
ance of the town is upon the whole pleasing. Being 
built upon rock, and the streets presenting an uneven 
surface, walking is extremely distressing, and I sus¬ 
pect the inhabitants find it particularly so; for many 
streets were without a soul to be seen in them, and 
the surface was covered with grass, or at least by a 
green vegetation. At present it possesses only one 
garden, but a public one is forming near the wooden 
bridge by which we entered, and they are also con¬ 
structing a bridge of stone in lieu of the present 
wooden bridge and causeway. Upon the whole it 
may be said, that Carlserona and its environs are 
more desolate than it is possible to imagine: for 
many miles around nothing but bare rock and the 
sea are to be discovered, except a small spot, cafled 
Aster, where there is a sort of garden which is much 
frequented on Sundays, by means of boats in sum¬ 
mer, ami by crossing the ice in winter. In short, the 
naval officers may be said to be completely banished 
from the world and its enjoyments, except as far as 
depends upon themselves ; and I must say, I never 
met with a set of people better calculated to supply 
their privations by their own intelligence and inter¬ 
nal resources. 

We were hospitably entertained by Bear Admiral 
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Nordenskoild, and Colonel (that is to say, Post 
Captain) Amie, with an elegance that would have 
done honour to the highest society ol any country. 
On these occasions we were initiated into the 
northern custom of snaps, or taking a dram and a 
piece of raw ham or herring, before dinner. 

The admiral, a very superior man in point of 
education and talent, had served a considerable time 
on board of the Alemene, British frigate, under the 
command of that active, enterprising, and deserv¬ 
edly fortunate officer, the present Admiral Digby; 
and it was gratifying to hear him express himself 
in the warmest terms of all his old acquaintances. 
There was also a Major Ram, who had served in 
the battle of Copenhagen in 1 SO 1, on board of the 
Edgar, the ship which is described by Lord 
Nelson as commanded by his friend George 
Murrav, and as having set a noble example of 
intrepedity in leading into action. Much encou¬ 
ragement is given by the Swedish government to 
naval officers, to induce them to serve on board 
foreign men-of-war, in order to gain a practical 
knowledge of their profession. 

The fleet consists of thirteen two deckers, 

carrying from seventy-four to eighty-four guns each, 

five frigates, ten sloops or brigs, and about forty 

gun-boats. Two of the eighty-four gun-ships are 

building, and about, five of the seventy-fours are sea 

worthy. They have all of them their lower masts 
« • 

in, and a few of them are covered over. Those 
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repaired arc well painted, and the others are very 
hare. 

Of the intended thirty excavated docks, only 
three are finished; with a small inner basin, and 
an outer one which will hold about six sail of the 
line. It is destitute of gates, and with a sea-wind, 
a good deal of sea must be driven into it. The 
depth of water is about thirty feet. 

Two other docks arc partly excavated, and have 
been so for a length of time, but they arc not now 
working at them. 

There arc still one dock and a slip on the island 
which forms the port. The latter is abandoned, 
as they now build entirely in the docks, giving as a 
reason that the ships are not strained in launching. 
It may be worthy of remark, that when making one 
of the docks, it was thought impossible to get a 
proper foundation, the bottom becoming so soft that 
a pole could be run down thirty feet, and they 
despaired of succeeding, till somebody recom¬ 
mended a foundation of burnt but not slacked 
lime, with granite and puzzolani, thrown down 
indiscriminately. These materials, after a time, 
united and formed a solid mass; so that the bottom 
is now as firm as the rock itself. 

All the docks are covered, hut the pillars are 
extremely heavy, and the workmen have not suffi¬ 
cient 1 ight. 

The garrison is compost'd of two thousand ma¬ 
rines, commanded by naval officers. 
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The seamen are divided into companies, and have 
land assigned to them in different districts, which 
they are obliged to cultivate. Some of them are 
sent out every summer to exercise. I was astonished 
to find officers, otherwise well informed, maintain 
that commerce is not at all necessary to form sea¬ 
men, the summer exercise being sufficient. 

There appears to be a general feeling, that the 
fleet is of little use, and that the defence of the 
coast ought to be intrusted to gun-boats and small 
craft, of which they have large establishments at 
Stockholm, and near this town (Gbtheborg.) 

Many of the officers are attached to the rusticating 
companies. The rest arc obliged to reside at the sea¬ 
ports. Their uniform is very similar to ours, but they 
are distinguished by military titles, as generals, 
colonels, majors, $*c., which, perhaps, arc more 
appropriate to them, as many of them have not 
been at sea since the late war. Some wear a medal 
which may be obtained either by length of service, 
(twenty-five years), a distinguished act of gallantry, 
or a series of petty services. There is a naval 
academy here for the education of boys, hut the best 
school, and th greatest acquisition the Swedes have 
made to their naval strength, is the trade of Nor¬ 
way, as it is supposed that five thousand good 
seamen could be obtained from that country in case 
of emergency, which will at all times render them 
superior to the Russians in practical seaman¬ 
ship. 
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The number of islands towards the sea, and 
which form the port, is quite extraordinary, and 
renders the entrance difficult; added to which, 
several of them are fortified with case-mated bat¬ 
teries ; others are remarkable objects, from having 
landmarks erected on them. 

The masting-machiuc, near the basin, must be a 
very conspicuous object from the sea. The model 
room contains some beautiful draughts and mould¬ 
ings of the hulls of ships, chiefly upon the princi¬ 
ple of the father of their navy, the late Admiral 
Chapman, an extremely scientific man, and who, 
like Peter the Great, for the sake of acquiring 
practical knowledge, came over to England, and en¬ 
tered himself as a common shipwright in one of 
our arsenals, lie improved the principles of ship¬ 
building very much, and the Swedes are not un¬ 
grateful to him. There is a good medallion of him, 
with an appropriate, laudatory inscription, placed in 
the loft by order of the ex-king. 

To the credit of Swedish ingenuity, though to 
the discredit of their appreciating it, I must men¬ 
tion, that wc were shewn a lock for cannon very 
nearly equal to the one now in use in our navy, and 
which was proposed to the Swedish government 
and rejected, in the year 1758. 

Taking leave of our friends, which, in this coun¬ 
try, is ajnatter of considerable ceremony, and you 
are expected to kiss the ladies’ hands, we departed 
at daylight on the morning of the Pith instant, and 
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arrived, as hacl been arranged, at Djursmola for 
dinner, or middaggen, but found nothing prepared, 
and were obliged to be contented with bad bacon and 
eggs: however, at Wexio, a very nice, clean, wooden 
town where we slept, we found good accommoda¬ 
tion of every description. The road during the 
day was very good, with a pretty, romantic country, 
latterly with lakes and islands, but immediately 
around the town it was open and cultivated. To 
Jonkoping the road was equally good and inter¬ 
esting, although without turnpikes. 

The proprietors are bound to keep the roads in 
order; and, as there is very little heavy tralfic, they 
are not much cut up ; they are so smooth and tine, 
and the continual forest of pines being lined off 
with neat paling, the journey appears like a conti¬ 
nual drive through a gentleman’s park; but you 
look in vain for the mansion, or, indeed, for the hum¬ 
bler lodge, tin' country being thinly inhabited, and, 
as far as we have seen, in some measure justifying 
the following remark of Dr. Clarke’s:—“ Let the 
reader cast his eyes upon the map of Sweden, and 
imagine the (Julf of Bothnia to be surrounded by 
one contiguous, unbroken forest, as ancient as the 
world, consisting principally of pine-trees, with a 
few mingling birch and juniper trees; he will have 
a general and tolerably correct notion of the real 
appearance of the country. If the sovereigns of 
**9flppc were each to be designated by some little 
characteristics of the nature of his dominions, 
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wc might call the Swedish monarch, Lord of the 
Woods ; because, in surveying his territories, he 
might travel over a great part of his kingdom from 
sunrise until sunset, and find no other subjects than 
the trees of his forests.” At Wringstadt we found 
an excellent, middaggen, or dinner, prepared for us; 
and soon afterwards we passed a good deal of 
scoria. The gold mine of Adelfors, the only one 
in Sweden, is in this province of Smoland, but not¬ 
withstanding its promising title, its produce is so 
very trifling as not to repay the expense of work¬ 
ing it. 

We had this day a little trouble with our paper- 
money, a post-master having refused to take some 
in payment, because one of the four signatures had 
been torn oil'. I beg you to understand, that we 
are without any other money, some of the notes 
running as low as twopence. 

We were much pleased with Jonkoping, where 
wc were well accommodated for the night. It 
stands at the southern extremity of the western 
lake, which extends sixty miles to the north-cast, 
with deep, clear, good water, and with picturesque 
banks. 

Near the town wc saw a party travelling in two 
private carriages. I mention this because they are 
the first we have met with since leaving Lubeck. 

Upon qnitting Jonkoping we had several steep 
hills, particularly beyond Ledhester; and we found 
the horses so weak that we were obliged to walk a 
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considerable part of the way. We found a tolerable 
middaggen at Hiigna, after passing which, the coun¬ 
try assumes quite a novel appearance, being rocky 
and without trees. 

The last stage, from Eklanda to Alingsalis, the 
animals were miserable indeed, and both our man 
and the peasant had frequently their whips up at 
the same moment. Upon arriving at Alingsalis, the 
neighbourhood becomes woody and fertile ; it is, in¬ 
deed, the prettiest place wc have seen in Sweden. 
There was also an appearance of commerce, the 
river which runs through it communicating with 
Gdtheborg by the Mjoren lake. To-day, for the 
first time, we met with carts laden with merchandise 
and herrings in casks. We found excellent accom¬ 
modation prepared for us ; the bread ever since 
leaving Carlscrona has been particularly good. 

At Lerum we overtook the forebud, and the 
horses not being ready, we threatened to enter the 
neglect in the day-book, upon which the post-mis¬ 
tress appeared alarmed, and, patting us on the 
back, promised they should immediately arrive. We 
soon saw a young damsel trotting to the house, 
cross-legged upo . a white steed, and in a few minutes 
two others came. Mademoiselle, who was rather 
good looking, accompanied us in order to conduct 
them back. At times we have had as many boys 
as horses, if they happened to belong to different 
owners, but travellers are not obliged to let them 
ride on their carriage. 
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At two miles from Lerum the road winds beau¬ 
tifully by the side of the river, and an obelisk, 
a small one it must be confessed, is erected to com¬ 
memorate that the road was made by an individual: 
the old road went across a hill, and was tedious and 
difficult. 

The steeples and towers of Gotheborg are seen 
at some distance, and are imposing. On arriving 
at the gate we were questioned, but not examined, 
by the custom-house officers. In the evening we 
were compelled to repair to the police-office in order 
to sign our names, since which we have not been at 
all annoyed. 

The consul soon sent me your letter of the 1st 
instant, accompanied by several others from my 
friends, and Mr. Berkely obligingly lent us London 
papers up to the 8th (we arrived on the 12th), 
which are particularly recent, the packet having 
had a good passage : the distance from Harwich 
being about six hundred miles. We were thus put 
in possession of that which proves the greatest 
comfort to a traveller in a foreign land, letters con¬ 
taining good accounts from those we respect, and 
newspapers detailing the prosperity of our native 
land. 

This city is the second in Sweden, and may be 
termed handsome. The houses are large and built 
cither of stone or of brick stuccoed. The streets are 
wide but without trottoirs. Canals are cut through 
the principal ones, some of which are planted with 
rows of trees. 
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Gotheborg stands on the river Gotha, which, 
flowing from the lake Wenern, divides itself into 
two branches at Bohus, forming an island called 
Bohus, before it reaches Gotheborg, a little to the 
south-west of which the southern branch falls into 
the sea. As ships do not come higher up than Mars- 
tuket, the city has all the benefits without any of 
the inconveniencies of a sea-port town. Consider¬ 
able commerce is carried on, and during the hour 
of business, the exchange presents a scene of great 
activity. The principal exports are iron and plank; 
the imports East and West India produce. For¬ 
merly the herring fishery was carried on to an ex¬ 
traordinary extent ; it having been said for some 
years to have produced upwards of two millions of 
barrels, but within these few years, it has entirely 
failed, the herrings having, with a capriciousness for 
which they are remarkable, completely forsaken the 
neighbourhood. The Swedes say that the fault lies 
entirely with the English, and they give the following 
reason :—A law existed that no vessel should pre¬ 
sume to fire even a signal gun within a certain dis¬ 
tance of the coast, but when our fleets and convoys 
made Wingo Sound, their rendezvous, the com¬ 
manders disregarding this salutary law, guns were 
fired morning, noon, and night, and the herrings 
were frightened away, as the Swedes had antici¬ 
pated. A similar emigration suspended their fishing 
prosperity for some years during the latter end of 
the eighteenth century, so that, perhaps, in time, 
they may again return. 
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The Swedes bear their deprivation with great 
philosophy, and those merchants not immediately 
connected with the fishery are glad of it, because 
the town is relieved from the intolerable stench at¬ 
tending it. London porter was a great article of im¬ 
port till within these few years, that Messrs. Laurent 
and Nooning have embarked a capital of fifty thou¬ 
sand pounds in a brewery, and have succeeded so well 
as to supersede the necessity of any importation. 
Indeed, their porter comes so near to the London 
beverage, that people say they get their water from 
the Thames. It is in very general use throughout 
Sweden, and is producing a great moral reform, by 
lessening the consumption of that most pernicious 
of all spirits, corn brandy, which is bad enough when 
pure, but, in the compound state in which it is re¬ 
tailed, it is little less than slow poison. 

We have found the merchants, both native and 
foreign, extremely hospitable, and their style of 
living expensive. Grace before and after dinner, 
with a profound bow to the lady and master of the 
house, is a ceremony universally observed ; the 
great length of which, and the solemnity of the 
Swedes on the occasion, would excite the risible 
muscles, were they not restrained by a sense of pro¬ 
priety. 

At all dinner parties healths are drunk out of an 
immense cup filled with choice wme; this passes 
round the table and every one is expected to taste it. 

Mr. Hepburn, an English gentleman, has eight 
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very fine rein deer; they were brought from Lap- 
land by a family on speculation, who having sold 
them, returned to their own country, leaving a little 
girl of nine vears old to take care of them, and I 

o • 

fear they may be said to have sold her too. She is 
• • 

by no means of a pleasing or intelligent countenance, 
but does not want intellect. Mr. Hepburn is very 
kind to her, and she is making considerable progress 
in reading and writing. She has great command 
over the deer, which are fine animals with immense 
antlers, the growth of only three months, and much 
out of proportion to the size of the body. As the 
antlers have not yet acquired their uniform horny 
substance, the softer parts arc infested by myriads 
of small flies, which appear to annoy the animals 
dreadfully. Although they are in a field with lux¬ 
uriant grass, they will hardly touch it, and they are 
obliged to be fed upon moss, which they devour with 
avidity. 

In Lapland their great enemy is the wolf, but il 
not taken by surprise, they are said to have the su¬ 
periority, as they hound upon him, and striking the 
small of the back, break it. 

The new whu f, or gun-boat station, is just below 
Marstuket, and they are now both improving and 
strengthening it. They have twelve schooners of 
ten guns each, and forty-eight gun-boats, carrying 
two heavy guns and some swivels. There are several 
forts to defend this establishment, and the channel 
below it, by which all vessels bound to Cidthcborg 
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must pass. Gotheborg cannot boast of many public 
establishments or societies : the hospital is the only 
one which docs it credit. A small theatre is open 
during the winter, and for summer amusement the 
inhabitants have a sort of 'Vauxhall, situated with¬ 
out the walls, which, by-the-by, arc levelling, in 
order to throw the town open. The population is 
about nineteen thousand. The suburbs are built of 
wood. On one side the country is rocky and steril, 
but near the river it is low and marshy, and there is 
good snipe and duck shooting, as well as fishing. 

The weather in general has been extremely hot, 
the thermometer being at eighty degrees ; but yes¬ 
terday we had a severe storm of hail, thunder, and 
lightning, the latter not very vivid, but it caused 
a good deal of terror amongst the females, who arc 
very superstitious, and hold it in great dread. 

Our soldier’s term being expired, we have been 
endeavouring to supply his place, and have at length 
succeeded at something like a moderate price, his 
hire being at four shillings and sixpence per diem, 
but in general their demands have been exorbitant. 
An Englishman married to a Swedish woman, and 
who gets his living by attending strangers through 
the country, or going to Stockliolniasa courier,asked 
something cpiite out of the way, calculating that we 
could not do without him; and when we thought that 
by reasoning upon the expense he would be at, and 
the sum he would still gain by attending us through 
Norway to Stockholm, we had driven him from all 
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tenable positions, he made a final stand, by desiring 
us to consider, what the learning of the language and 
customs had cost him; this argument we could not 
combat, but we declined paying the expenses of his 
education, and had nothing more to do with him. 

To-morrow we purpose starting for Christiania, 
in Norway, by way of Marstrand and the celebrated 
Trollhattan falls and locks, of which so much has 
been said and written. It is reported that the good 
people of this city have, from self-interest, inter¬ 
fered to prevent the latter being made sufficiently 
wide to allow merchant vessels to pass through, so 
that Gotheborg must become the depot and place of 
transhipment. However, you shall hear further 
when inquiry allows me to ascertain the truth. 

As we are told not to expect to find middag gens 
in that country, we have provided a magazine of 
dried meats, cheese, #*c. To prevent the possibility 
of delay in the forebud, it is customary to send a 
trunk by him, which prevents him from walking; 
for the secret appears to be, that tli c forebud is al¬ 
lowed the price of a horse, and if he has nothing to 
carry he walks and pockets the money, by which 
means he is soo. overtaken; but if charged with a 
trunk, he is obliged to take the horse and cart, and 
has no motive for delay. As all our baggage stows 
admirably in our carriage, we do not like to part 
with any of it, but have had a box made, and putting 
a good heavy piece of wood inside and filling it up 
with straw, have delivered it in charge of the /ore- 
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bud, as part of our valuable effects, and sent him off 

to prepare horses for us. I must observe, as one 

singularity at Gbtheborg, that the servant-maids are 

distinguished by a close cap, with a knot behind, 

and a blue veil, so that they look like nuns. 

» 

My next will probably be from the capital of 
Norway.—Adieu. 
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Marat rand — Kungalf — Tjuskil — River Gotha—Bolws — Lilia 
Edet — Gerdliem — Trollliiittan — Canal—Wenersborg—Halle- 
borg and Uunneborg Mountains—Skjallered—Soortesborg — 
Wik—Stromstadt—Hogdal—River C.lomeu—Helle—Fredcrick- 
sten—Frcderitksliall—Moss—Swinsund—Christiania. 

Christiania, 30i/i July, 1822. 

The road from Gothcborg to Marstrand lies through 
Kungalf and Tjuskil; at the former town it became 
bad, in consequence of which we left our carriage, 
and proceeded in the post waggon. 

During the first stage we travelled by the side of 
the Gotha, which glides between two chains of 
rocks, in some places cultivated towards the bottom, 
and in others barren and overhanging, so as to 
threaten destruction to all beneath. We were ferried 
over two arms of the river without taking off the 
horses ; and we remarked, for the first time, a pecu¬ 
liarity in the method the men take to warp the boat 
across: instead of seizing the hawser with their 
hands, they are furnished with a short sort of oar, 
which, by a groove, embraces the rope, and with 
this lever they go through the same motion as in 
rowing. It certainly gives them a great purchase, 
and in cold weather keeps their hands dry, but it 
destroys the rope: we have since found it very ge¬ 
nerally practised. The rate of fare is usually mo¬ 
derate. Kungalf was formerly very considerable, 
but is now in a ruined state, particularly the castle, 
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called Holms, which has stood several remarkable 
sieges by united armies of Danes and Norwegians. 

The passage over to Marstrand is about eight 
miles, which we went in two hours, paying three 
shillings and sixpence for the boat and four men. 
The whole distance is studded with islands, nearly 
barren, yet many of them are allotted to officers and 
seamen of the fleet as their only means of subsist¬ 
ence, and some have neat dwellings on them; but I 
suppose the inhabitants must rather look to the 
produce of the sea than of the land for support. 
From the top of Marstrand light-house the view is 
truly picturesque, from the variety of these islands 
which present themselves in every direction. 

Marstrand is, upon the whole, strongly fortified; 
the castle serves as a state prison. The harbour 
affords good shelter for the largest vessels, but is 
extremely difficult of entrance from the infinity of 
small islands and rocks. During the wars between 
Sweden and Denmark, particularly whilst Norway 
was dependent on the latter, Marstrand became of 
great consequence, and frequently changed masters. 
Charles XI. finally purchased it from the Danes for 
three hundred ounces of silver, and the relinquish¬ 
ment of half the sound dues which Sweden formerly 
claimed, hut the payment of which was generally 
resisted by Denmark. 

We were surprised to find a lobster fishery esta¬ 
blished in the neighbourhood for the supply of Bil¬ 
lingsgate market. The consul has a contract at 
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three-halfpence for every lobster delivered into the 
well-boats, which are sent over for them from Lon¬ 
don, and he pays the fishermen one penny. The sea¬ 
son lasts between three and four months; fifty thou¬ 
sand were supplied this year. The consul went over 
to England in the last smack, and, desirous of seeing 
his own lobsters in the market and showing liis 
knowledge of them, he repaired one morning to 
Billingsgate and asked the price of a lobster. The 
sum demanded being exorbitant, he said it was in¬ 
famous, and that he well knew their real value; upon 
which the venders found him out, as the person 
who had introduced foreign lobsters to the preju¬ 
dice of their own sale, and immediately proceeded 
to duck him: fortunately the police rescued him 
before he was seriously injured. He expressed 
much surprise at the immensity of London, and 
exclaimed, “ Only conceive one city containing a 
population equal to half that of Sweden.” He cal¬ 
culated the former at one million and a half, rather 
above the mark. 

From Kungalf (where we again resumed our car¬ 
riage) the road is interesting, particularly in the 
neighbourhood i f Lilia Edet where the first (or ra¬ 
ther the last) fall of the Gotha is situated, but which 
is avoided by means of a short canal and locks. 

At Gerdhcin we came to a highly-cultivated coun¬ 
try, presenting field after field of rye and oats. 

Trollhattan in itself is small and miserable, not¬ 
withstanding the fame its falls and canal have he- 
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stowed upon it. The former arc amongst the most 
majestic of nature’s works, awfully sublime, and the 
latter is one of the most useful and noble works of 
art. 

The descent of the great fall is twenty-six feet, 
round an island, with trees most romantically grow¬ 
ing on it, secure from the touch of man;—to attempt 
to reach them would be certain destruction. After 
this the channel narrows, and another island inter¬ 
rupts the course of the river, occasioning a consi¬ 
derable fall, which, if possible, is more rapid than 
the preceding. There are two or three minor falls 
below, after which the course of the river is unin¬ 
terrupted as far as Lilia Edet. 

Many saw and corn-mills are worked by the falls, 
and some of them appear on the verge of destruc¬ 
tion : accidents have happened, but they are of rare 
occurrence. 

Attempts were made as far hack as the time of 
Gustavus Vasa to form a canal here, with locks, so 
as to render the river navigable by avoiding the ra¬ 
pids, and one was cut alongside of them at an amaz¬ 
ing expense, but it entirely failed, since which, by 
a detour, the desired object has been satisfactorily 
accomplished. Perhaps the following history of it, 
from the first idea to its completion, may interest 
you; it is taken from a small work published by a 
Mr. Lowegren, an intelligent bookseller in Gbthc- 
borg. 

“ The first who formed the bold design of open- 
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ing a communication between the North sea and the 
Baltic was the illustrious Gustavus I. This inge¬ 
nious monarch seeing the Swedish commerce much 
annoyed by the Danes in passing the sound, ad¬ 
dressed, in an ever memorable speech, his diet as¬ 
sembled at Stockholm, in the year 1526. He pro¬ 
posed to build Lodeso (now called Gothcborg) at the 
mouth of the G6tha-clf, to protect the commerce on 
the west, and from thence to cut a canal across the 
country to Stockholm to lead by the lakes Wenern, 
Hjelmaren, and Malaren. The Orders, astonished at 
the novelty and the greatness of the design, were un¬ 
able to conceive the advantages of the project, or the 
possibility of carrying it into execution. After a 
few weak efforts on the part of the diet, it fell en¬ 
tirely off, and Gustavus, engaged in more pressing 
matters, contented himself with building the before- 
mentioned city, and little progress was made in the 
canal by his successors till the minority of Christi¬ 
ana, when the work was carried on with ardour, and 
two locks were constructed at Lilia Edet, on a model 
taken from Holland. When she ascended the throne, 
Trollhattan and many other works of public utility 
were totally neglected, and continued so till the lat¬ 
ter end of the reign of Charles XI. the father of 
Swedish legislature and economy. This monarch 
having restored peace? and tranquillity to the nation, 
harassed by a long and bloody war, began tlu? cut¬ 
ting of TrolJhiittan with ardour, but a lingering ill¬ 
ness, the cause of which is not known, put an end 
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to the life of this illustrious prince. His son, 
Charles XII., the Alexander of the north, pleased 
with what was great and magnificent, and ambitious 
of transmitting his name to posterity, with the great 
and glorious actions which immortalize man, found, 
in Trolllnittan, a proper subject for his high spirit of 
enterprise, and avidity of fame.” 

“ The time, however, was unfavourable ; the fi¬ 
nances of the realm were drained to the dregs, and 
the country was almost depopulated under that war¬ 
like and heroic reign. About this time arose the 
famous Polhem, the father of Swedish mechanism, 
who gave in a plan which, though not acted upon, 
does immortal honour to his memory. Afterwards, 
being in his ninetieth year, he rendered the greatest 
assistance to his son by his advice, when, in 1747, he 
proposed his design fora communication between the 
North sea and the Baltic, and which, being approved, 
a subscription was immediately opened, and the 
crown subscribed fifty thousand silver dollars, the 
u hole expense being estimated at two hundred thou¬ 
sand dollars. The locks were to he excavated out of 
the rock, leaving a natural arch, through which ves¬ 
sels should pass by lowering their masts. After four 
years’ labour, the canal was made navigable from 
Wencrsborg to Trolllnittan. But here tliegordian 
knot was to be encountered. In order to facilitate 
the cutting of the lock of Ekeblad, the celebrated 
dyke or mole of Itafvelstrom was constructed. An 

attempt of the like nature to turn aside the Prestes- 

VOL. I. (i 
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keds falls (falls of the Priest’s Spoon) and to con¬ 
strain their course through those of Gallo and Nol- 
strom, was to be made by casting a parabolic arcli 
over the stream, which, although it lost its desired 
effect through improper management, reflects no 
little honour on the bold and inventive genius of its 
immortal projector Polliem. The superintendence 
of the first-mentioned mole, which, from the island 
of Malgan to the continent, was two hundred and 
forty feet long and thirty feet high, was given to 
Wiman, a famous mechanician, who finished it in 
a style which does honour to his talent and memory. 
From the good effects of this ingenious labour, tin- 
lock of Ekeblad was finished, (as also that of Polliem, 
except the gates,) exactly as it is still to be seen.” 

“ Another mole at Flottberg was also necessary ; 
this work, the worst of all, was undertaken and fi¬ 
nished by the able Wiman, after arduous exertions 
from 1751 till 1755; but the very moment that Wi¬ 
man was to reap the fruit of all his labour, and to 
receive the reiterated applause of his country, all was 
lost in a twinkling of an eye.—Envy was more cruel 
than the impetuous river he had to deal with.—One 
night, a sad and torrny September night, destroyed 
the whole work, and buried all his hope, glory, and 
ambition. Nine of the unfortunate workmen were 
lost in the drowning element. 'Phis act of wicked¬ 
ness was accomplished by casting into the river, a 
little above the upper falls, nine hundred dozen of 
large planks, notwithstanding the king’s prohibition 
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against attempts of every description that might 
prove injurious to the work and workmen at Troll- 
hattan. The mole resisted their repeated attacks 
for a considerable time, but at length it gave way. 
This misfortune, or rather flagitious scheme, was 
sufficient to suspend the work, and to dismiss the 
unfortunate Wirnan, who, conscious of his integrity 
and undeserved disgrace, shortly after died of grief, 
meriting a better fate, and a better return from his 
ungrateful country.” 

“In 1757 a new plan was devised by Thunberg, 
which, like all former ones, only went a certain length 
and was then stopped. The same plan was again 
revived during the minority of the ex-king, and the 
late monarch, then regent, accompanied his nephew 
on his tour through Sweden. During their stay at 
Gotheborg, the cutting of Trollhiittan was again re¬ 
vived; certain proposals were laid before the regent, 
and being submitted to the inspection of a commit¬ 
tee chosen at Stockholm, a preference was given to 
the plan founded on the principles of Thunberg, 
leaving the others as we now see them, everlasting 
monuments of the daring and inventive mind of 
man.” 

“This plan of the canal, as it at present stands, was 
executed by levelling, and the expenses were defrayed 
by subscription, which, in a fortnight, amounted to 
seven hundred and sixty-five thousand rix dollars, 
raised in Stockholm, Gotheborg, and Christinehamn. 
The work was carried on with promptitude, under 
the directions and indefatigable eye of Mr. Nord- 
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wall, and on August the 1st, 1800, the first vessel 
passed Trollhattan amidst peals of applause. This 
bold eftort of human genius and perseverance, ac¬ 
complished, in six years, what a century and a half 
had hitherto been unable to achieve. The whole 
expense of this undertaking amounted to three hun¬ 
dred and fifty-eight thousand nine hundred and 
eighty-eiglit rix dollars, a mere trifle when we con¬ 
sider the magnitude of the enterprise ; it being one 
mile and a quarter in length, passing two lakes, and 
having eight locks, one hundred and twenty feet 
long, twenty-two broad, and fourteen below the 
level of each other, making a total difference in the 
level of one hundred and twelve feet. The whole are 
blown out of the solid rock, and the scene at the 
upper part is grand, but it is soft below, where there 
is a good deal of meadow and arable land.”—The 
illiberal interference of the Gdthehorg merchants 
before alluded to, appears to he too well founded. 

On the crest of a ragged precipice which over¬ 
looks all the falls and the town, there is a cavity 
which, from the smoothness of the rock, has all the 
appearance of being formed by art, hut in fact, it is 
one of nature’s fanciful productions; it is called 
Tattestot or Tattegry, the giant’s seat. It appears 
as if a kind of kernel, of an oval form, had been 
detached from the rock and had fallen into the; river. 
These cavities are said not to he uncommon in 
Sweden, and such kernels or roundish stones are 
generally found near them. In this cavity all per¬ 
sons are expected to seat themselves, and the names 
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of the royal family are cut deeply into the rock. 
It was curious to observe the following names, 
and to reflect upon the events which have since oc¬ 
curred. Gustavos Adolphus, minor; Charles, Duke 
of Sudermania, regent; Gustavus Adolphus, king; 
Charles XIII. king; Carl Jean, crown prince; 
Oscar, prince. The first was born to a throne, and 
is now a private wanderer; the last was born in ob¬ 
scurity, but is probably doomed to ascend a throne; 
such arc the uncertainties of the human career. 

As vessels cannot track up the river, they are 
sometimes detained a considerable time between 
Gbtheborg and Trollhiittan; it is therefore fortunate 
that the westerly wind is so prevalent. By an ill- 
judged policy, the tolls are so heavy, that few goods 
pass, except iron and deals ; the latter float down 
as logs to the saw-mills, most of w hich are on the 
old plan of the Dutch. Mr. Dickson has one from 
England, on Brunell’s principle, which perforins 
more work than six of the others. 

All the oak in Sweden belongs to the king, or 
the proprietors of estates can only dispose of it to 
government; so that, when not wanted for the navy, 
it is often left to decay, and indeed is generally 
much neglected. 

From Trollhiittan to Wcnersborg the country is 
flat, but surrounded by hills. There is a very long 
causeway with arches like a bridge, over the part near 
the latter town, where the w'atcr from the lake com¬ 
municates with the river. We here paid a small toll. 
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Wenersborg is a neat, well-built town, principally 
of wood, with a royal palace, and a considerable 
trade in iron by the lake, the shores of which are 
bold without any very striking features. A good 
many vessels, of a peculiar construction, were under 
sail. We found a very good post-house, kept by 
a German, married to an Irish woman, who has, with 
much philanthropy, given up a large room in his 
house, to serve as a Lancastrian school, the first 
we have met with in the country. Not being aware 
of our fair countrywoman’s residence, upon arriving 
and calling for a servant, we were a good deal sur¬ 
prised by her answering, “ Ocli sure;, what does 
your honours plase to want.” Outside the town 
there is a neat burying-ground, with two obelisks, 
bearing, in Swedish, the inscription, “ Remember, 
all must die.” 

A defile is formed by the two mountains of Ilal- 
leborg and Hanneborg; it commences about two 
miles from Wenersborg, and continues about ten 
miles to Hally: the mountain of Ilalleborg has been 
held sacred by the earliest inhabitants of the coun¬ 
try, and still preserves some curious memorials of 
its former sanctity 

Uddewalla is a small, picturesque place : in 1806 
it was nearly destroyed by fire, and, therefore, only 
brick houses are now allowed to be built. With 
some trade, incidental to its situation on the coast, 
like Gotheborg, it once possessed, but has now lost, 
a herring fishery, though we could not learn that 
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jts immediate neighbourhood had been alarmed by 
English guns. We stopped here to procure some 
medals of his Swedish majesty, struck during the 
siege of Fredrikshall, when he was crown prince; 
they were very miserably executed, although they 
were much prized throughout the kingdom. At 
Skjallered we were detained for horses; although 
the forct/ud had, even in this short distance (about 
seventy miles), been sent off about twelve hours 
before us ; we therefore made a minute of it in the 
day-book. At Svortcborg, we had ordered a mid- 
daggen, but none was provided, and we were at once 
obliged to apply to our own magazine. At Wik 
we were detained for horses some time. The post- 
house is neat, large, and clean. In consequence of 
these detentions, we did not arrive at Strdmstad, 
a fortified town, till midnight, instead of arriving, 
as we. had calculated, at eight o’clock; but we were 
admitted without difficulty. However, to our asto¬ 
nishment, the post-master said, we could not pro¬ 
ceed for two days, as all the horses were bespoke ; 
but lie hinted, that by paying a great deal more than 
the established price, perhaps he could procure some 
for us. The next morning Mr. North y, the English 
vice-consul, brought him to his senses, and an entry 
was made at our departure of his attempt at impo¬ 
sition. Mr. Northy was very attentive to us, and put 
us upon our guard against taking Swedish money 
into Norway; and, as he could not supply us him¬ 
self with Norwegian currency, lie gave us an order, 
which subsequently proved a valuable acquisition. 
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This town, like Uddewalla, has not been exempt 
from fire, an element so destrnetivc throughout this 
kingdom. The harbour is exeellent, and several 
square rigged vessels were lying at the wharf. It 
may be remarked, that near the coast, and in the 
neighbourhood of towns, the land is very much 
cleared of wood, so as even to produce a scarcity 
of fuel; and near Uddewalla they depend upon turf 
as a substitute. 

Near Hogdal the country became very hilly, and 
we were, for the first time, obliged to apply the 
drag. At length, from the summit of one of these 
eminences, that noble river, the Glomen, and the 
picturesque passage of Swinsund, with the almost 
inaccessible precipices of Norway, broke upon us. 
At the same moment, it came on to rain tremen¬ 
dously; of this circumstance, the custom-house offi¬ 
cers did not fail to take advantage, and in the end, 
they fleeced us most unmercifully, not because we 
had any thing contraband, but because they asserted 
aright to take every article out of our trunks, which, 
in such weather, there not be ing any shelter, would 
have been most inconvenient. 1 must give them 
the credit of being most adroit: they did not ask 
a large sum at first, but whenever we acceded to 
their demand, they raised it on some other pretence; 
always ending with, “ if you do not like to pay it, 
open your boxes.” At length we satisfied them, 
and crossed the ferry in a frail hark, not without 
considerable risk, from the violence of the storm ; 
but the scene was so magnificent as to abstract our 
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attention from the danger. Upon landing, the Nor¬ 
wegian custom-house officer received us with kind¬ 
ness, and deprecated the imposition of his Swedish 
brother officers. We ascended the hill with much 
difficulty; but, on arriving at the summit, were 
extremely gratified by the sight of a rich and highly 
cultivated valley, containing more ground than any 
we had seen in a state of cultivation since leaving 
Holstein. This gave us a favourable impression of 
Norway over Sweden, which the contrast of conduct 
at the custom-houses did not fail to strengthen; 
we also suddenly encountered a gentleman’s carriage, 
which tended to give us an idea of opulence. 

After dining at Hellc, the weather clearing up, we 
proceeded, and soon gained a view of the citadel of 
Fredriksten, towering over every adjacent object. 
The town of Fredrikshall was not to be seen, 
but at length it burst upon us, the two, together 
with the river and country, presenting a most 
magnificent coup d'ocil : the beauty of the scene was 
not at all diminished by a near approach. We 
were most hospitably received and entertained by 
Mr. Hanson, the merchant to whom our friend at 
Stroinstad had given us an introduction. He rea¬ 
dily received permission to show us the citadel, and 
we hastened to visit the spot where the heroic and 
generous Charles XII. terminated his mortal career. 
Of the manner in which it happened there has been 
so much controversy, that I will merely observe, 
that, as might be expected, the Norwegians are 
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extremely indignant at the supposition that he met 
his death in any other way than by a well-pointed 
gun from the citadel; be that as it may, only a small 
obelisk now marks the spot where he fell. 

In the morning, Mr. Hanson accompanied us on 
horseback to see the saw-mills, fyc., situated about a 
mile and a half above the town, in regular succession, 
one above the other, by the side of a fall. You 
mount an inclined plane formed of logs, and the 
whole, even in summer, with the water low, appears 
as if they would he washed away; therefore, in the 
rainy season, when the water reaches the bridge, it 
must absolutely be touch and go with them. A very 
long shoot brings the planks down to the stream, 
avoiding injury from the fall. The age of the fir-tree 
can be ascertained by the number of circumgyrations 
which increase by one every year, and they have been 
observed as high as eighty, when the tree is supposed 
to have reached its maturity. The pine differs from 
the fir, in shooting deeply into the earth, whereas 
the roots of the latter spread nearly along the sur¬ 
face, and they are of course easily blown down. 

From a point just above the mills, the scenery 
surpasses all description : on one side lies a fine 
lake, interspersed with well wooded islands; its 
northern shore is highly cultivated, and with pas¬ 
ture land and cattle grazing, while the southern 
bank is high and precipitous, and crowned with 
lofty pines. Near the spot where the river rolls 
out of the lake, there are a very good house and 
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grounds belonging to a private gentleman. On 
looking below the river, the harbour, shipping, and 
town are discovered, the view in that direction ter¬ 
minating by a large and handsome sugar refinery; 
to the left, above the town, is viewed the citadel domi¬ 
neering over every thing, and to the right were seen 
high cliffs, with woods and houses on their edges. 
Mr. Hanson, without informing us of his intentions, 
contrived to divert us with fresh beauties, till we 
suddenly caine upon his country-house, where his 
amiable lady had an elegant dejeunc a la fourchdte 
provided for us, and during which we were waited 
upon by six fine children, with an artlcssncss that 
cpiite won our hearts. Mr. Ilanson passed a twelve¬ 
month in England at a school in Eltliain, and spoke 
of it with much pleasure ; and so many healths were 
drunk to his and our friends in excellent madeira 
and claret, that it was not without difficulty wc 
reached our hotel, where our carriage was in rea¬ 
diness to proceed with us. Before taking leave of 
Fredrikshall, I must say that its situation, its 
beauty, and the kindness wc received, have made 
too deep an impression on my mind ever to be obli¬ 
terated yet, to show the impossibility of finding 
delight without its antidote, it is with regret I men¬ 
tion that wc here saw, for the first time, what is 
but too common in Norway, malefactors allowed to 
go about with a sentry, in order to beg or to dispose 
of articles they have made: they arc miserable 
objects, and are not only chained by the leg, but 
have a heavy iron collar round the neck. 



92 


MOSS —SIVINSUND. 


We saw a man in this situation who had been 
collector of the customs and in affluence: he will 
probably remain in this state for life, us he has no 
means of paying the balance of his accounts. 

Mr. Hanson’s house is formed of logs of wood; 
lie says, they usually last sixty or seventy years, it 
care is taken in the selection. Nearly the whole ot 
his furniture is made ot birch, which grows on his 
estate ; it is probably the most usetul tree in either 
Sweden or Norway. 

From Fredriksliall to Moss, the road is some¬ 
times hilly and sandy, at others, flat with fine gravel. 
At Swinsund, where we crossed the river in a pon¬ 
toon, there were several vessels lying ready to take 
in planks : the logs are conveyed near a mile by a 
trough, to avoid the falls, which are very fine near 
the seat of Mr. Rosencratz, who is said to be very 
attentive to strangers visiting them. 

Since arriving in Norway, we have generally been 
accompanied by as many men as horses; the former 
are stout and heavy, the latter arc poor and weak. 
The churches have towers or steeples attached 
to them, and not separated as in Sweden. The 
religion is strictly Lutheran; there are very few 
Catholics and no Jews, it appearing that when the 
Norwegians began to work their silver mines, the 
latter were excluded from the country, from an ap¬ 
prehension that they should get a monopoly of the 
metal. 

Moss is a neat town romantically situated, and pos¬ 
sesses a cannon foundry, some distilleries and saw- 
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mills; it is therefore an active place, with many 
vessels in the hay : the coals for the foundry are 
brought from Newcastle. At the post-house, which 
is a very good one, the rooms were, according to 
custom, strewed with sprigs of juniper, which, be¬ 
sides being unwholesome, produce at first sight, 
an odd and melancholy effect. Preparations were 
making for a concert, in which was advertised, God 
save the king, with variations. 

We left the town at ten in the forenoon, on a 
Sunday, and during the day, met an amazing num¬ 
ber of country people going to church, all very 
decently dressed ; and, at one time, we saw a party 
of about fifty on horseback or in carts. The roads 
were sometimes very steep, but the country was 
well wooded, and with cultivated tracts, whilst other 
parts were covered with juniper. 

From the top of a hill, almost above the town, we 
first got sight of this city, Christiania, the capital 
of Norway. The scene Avas grand and beautiful—a 
perfect amphitheatre:—the town with fertile envi¬ 
rons, studded with country seats, and the foreground 
a perfect Avood of ships, all Avitli their colours flying. 
The descent is tremendous; near the bottom, our 
man gave the reins to the horses, and wc came down 
at a rate sufficient, if any accident occurred, to 
knock the carriage to pieces and break our necks. 

The town partakes of a different character from 
any avc have before seen, the houses being built of 
either stone or stuccoed brick ; the log-houses being 
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confined to the suburbs, and the streets, which are 
wide and straight, intersecting each other at right 
angles ; its population is about ten thousand souls. 
The national bank is not placed here but at Drcn- 
theim in the north, being more secure from attack, 
as in Sweden only paper money is in circulation. 

We bad been warned at Copenhagen to avoid a 
house kept by a man named Karsar, as lie had im¬ 
posed most shamefully on an English nobleman, 
therefore we were not a little annoyed when we 
found it Avas, “ Hobson’s choice,” and in spite of 
our previous determination, we were obliged to 
drive to his house ; but we met with at least a very 
frank reception: we are now very comfortably 
lodged. We arc about to take a trip down the Fiord 
and return by Kongsborg. The viceroy has had 
the goodness to allow his aid-de-camp to accom¬ 
pany us, and Ave depart to-morrow at day-light.— 
Adieu. 
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River Fiord—Port and Arsenal of Horton—Fredricksveern—Kongs- 
borg—Iloinnas—Iron and Silver Mines—Falls of Labrofoss—River 
Langen—Consta Mountains—Silver Mines and Manufactories— 
Drammen—Krock Leveu Mountains—Honenfoseu—Cliristiauia. 

Christiania, \3th August, 1822. 

According to arrangement, we hired a boat and 
proceeded down the Fiord at daylight, on the 
morning of the 31st ultimo ; the sail was delightful 
and the scenery quite romantic. A few miles below 
the city the passage narrow's, being intercepted by 
some islands on which are three strong batteries. 
About two o’clock wo were in a most violent squall 
of hail, w’liieh lasted half an hour; fortunately the 
wind continued fair, and at dark we landed at Hor¬ 
ton, and were w'ell lodged by a respectable old lady, 
at a country-house about a mile from the port, 
which is a magnificent arsenal in embryo. It has 
all the necessary capabilities of a port, and the plan 
is well arranged, but as only two thousand pounds 
per annum is appropriated to its construction, the 
progress can be but slow. It would appear that 
they look forward to a large marine, or to making 
the port a rendezvous for the Swedish fleet, as docks 
and every arrangement for six sail of the line, with 
a proportionate number of frigates and small craft, 
are included in the plan. One dock is nearly com¬ 
pleted, hut the whole will require a great deal of 
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labour, the surface presenting a complete rock. The 
immediate neighbourhood is said to be particularly 
favourable to the growth of oaks, and to have been 
purchased by government in order to plant a future 
supply. We saw some of immense size, but they 
were in a state of decay. 

The road from thence is good, without presenting 
any thing remarkable, except a large house belong¬ 
ing to Count Wcdel, one of the richest men in 
Norway. At seven o’clock we arrived at Fredricks- 
veern, got tolerably good lodgings, and were hospi¬ 
tably entertained during the evening by a lieutenant 
of the navy who has greatly distinguished himself, 
and has been rewarded with three orders of merit, 
but cannot get promoted to the rank of captain. The 
supper was substantial, with plenty of excellent wine, 
given with genuine hospitality. The next morning 
Count Rosen, our companion, introduced us to the 
commandant, Commodore Muller, who gave us 
permission to visit the arsenal, and insisted upon 
our dining with him;—although we pleaded our 
travelling dress as an excuse, there being ladies 
in his family, he insisted on our company. This 
is rnert.y a sloop and gun-boat station, founded 
in 1757 by Frederick V. There is an establish¬ 
ment for cadets and boys; the former are treated 
with parental kindness, and arc put to mess with 
the different officers. The Norwegian and Swedish 
marine are combined, though the officers have as 
yet been but little intermixed. At dinner there 
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was a large party, with some elegant women, parti¬ 
cularly the commodore’s lady, a Dane, who, with 
two of" her cousins, sang after dinner a national air 
with much feeling. 

There was also present the Danish commodore 
Soiling, the inventor of the Norwegian pilot-boat, 
in the establishing of which he met with the greatest 
obstacles from prejudice, although at least one hun¬ 
dred persons were drowned every year. At last 
every prejudice and obstacle were conquered, the 
boats came into general use, and now an accident 
is never heard of, and he is amply rewarded by the 
gratitude of the people and the respect of his sove¬ 
reign. When Norway was ceded to Sweden, the 
officers had dieir choice, to remain in the Danish 
navy, or to join that of Sweden ; each acted, as he 
thought, for his interest, and the two commodores 
of whom I have been writing, chose different ser¬ 
vices, without severing their personal friendship. 
In the evening, after a most hospitable entertain¬ 
ment, we took our loave with regret, in order to 
proceed to Kongsberg, where we did not arrive till 
nearly dusk. The next day, in consequence of the 
badness of the road, and the negligence of our 
forebud, whom we overtook at Hoinnas, we were 
detained three hours for horses, but the valley in 
which Hoinnas is situated being beautiful, and find¬ 
ing good entertainment, we did not regret the 
delay. During the night, as we came across the 
hills, many parts were nearly trackless, hut the 
Voi.. I. II 
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drivers behaved with great kindness and attention, 
insisting upon our getting into the carts, whenever 
there was the slightest chance of making progress. 

At Kongsberg we found a good post-house. The 
next day, although Sunday, the furnaces for smelt¬ 
ing both iron and silver ore were at work, and we 
took the opportunity of examining the process; 
Messrs. Bauman and Stientrop, the former director, 
and the latter inspector, having given us permis¬ 
sion, as well as to descend the mines on Monday. 
We were much struck with the prodigious power 
of the bellows, worked by water. The iron ore is 
ground and smelted as in England. The silver ore 
contains also copper and sulphur, it is smelted and 
resmeltcd till it contains four per cent, of silver; 
it is then melted with lead, and they thereby obtain 
an alloy consisting of lead combined with about 
one-third of silver : the lead is afterwards easily 
separated, as by a lesser degree of heat it melts and 
floats at the top. The ore is of fuur kinds ; the 
first consists of pure native silver; the second of 
native silver with a portion of stony matrix ; the 
third of a poorer sort; the fourth of the sand and 
rubbish of the mines. The workmen informed 
us, that the ore had for some years been very un¬ 
productive, but that latterly it had improved. It is 
said that a mass of native silver was once found in 
the entire piece, weighing a quarter of a ton. 

In the afternoon we visited Labrofoss, a cele¬ 
brated fall, at three miles’ distance, and were amply 
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repaid for our journey, as a great quantity of timber 
was floating past, with the current, sometimes per¬ 
haps at the rate of twenty miles au hour, when, 
being suddenly arrested by an eddy, the logs would 
remain nearly stationary, or be whirled round and 
round without any progression. As soon as the 
trees are cut down, they are marked and thrown 
indiseriminately into the river, and at the mouth, or 
particular places formed for the purpose, they are 
collected by proper persons stationed at them : of 
course some never arrive, and others are much 
damaged by the falls. We saw one which measured 
seven feet in circumference, and forty-six in length, 
just suspended on a rock out of the wash of the 
river, where it would remain till a rise of the flood 
should again set it en route. The bank of the river 
produced some delicious, wild white and red berries 
not unlike small grapes. 

At dinner we found our finances were so much 
reduced, that with the greatest economy we should 
be unable to reach Christiania. Fortunately, in the 
midst of our dilemma, Mr. Stientrop came to pay 
us a visit, and at the request of the count he most 
readily undertook to supply us. The river which 
runs through the town is called Langcn ; it has a 
fine fall, at the lower part of which the spray is so 
great, that between noon and four o’clock when the 
sxm is out, an uninterrupted rainbow is formed, a 
phenomenon, said by the Norwegians to be met 
with only there and at Naples : we were for- 
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tunate in the day, and did not fail to enter the 
rainbow. 

On Monday, at daylight we mounted our horses 
and rode as far as was practicable, and then walked 
to the top of a hill fifteen hundred feet high, in 
order to be gratified with a view of the Gousta 
mountains, the tops of which are perpetually 
covered with snow. We also saw a valley and one 
of the summer or nomade villages, which are formed 
by the persons who take their flocks over in sum¬ 
mer for the purpose of pasture, and where they 
make their butter, cheese, $-c. On the approach 
of winter they return to the towns and villages, 
where stalls and shelter arc provided for the cattle ; 
this accounts for the scarcity of fresh butter, as 
they are obliged to salt it in order to keep it till it 
is convenient to send to market. The top of the 
hill which we ascended was perfectly denuded, 
although the base and sides were covered with 
magnificent pines and birch, and it was interesting 
to trace their hardihood and the struggle for ex¬ 
istence between them. As we ascended, they gra¬ 
dually became more dwarfish and less frequent; at 
last, after having been thinly scattered with various 
alternations of predominance, the dwarf birch gained 
the ascendency, and finally left its former companion 
quite below: still it was not able to reach the summit. 
Much gratified with our view, which also embraced 
the town and river with a great extent of country, 
we descended to the silver mines, of which there 
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are thirteen open, but only three in active work. 
In some we saw snow, which, in all probability, is 
as perpetual as that which we had seen on the 
Gousta, as the sun never attains a sufficient altitude 
to dart its rays into the lower regions. 

Near the mines a mill for grinding the ore, and 
a machine for washing it afterwards, are established. 
By frequent washing, much of the pure silver is de¬ 
posited, and vve saw some tolerably large pieces; 
but that nothing may be lost, the residue undergoes 
the smelting process. Upon showing our permis¬ 
sion to view the mines, the workmen very readily 
furnished us with dresses, and conducted us down 
the principal mine. Each of us had his separate 
conductor, with a torch made of split pine ; mine 
fortunately could speak English, having served a 
considerable time on board of the Venerable and 
Dolphin, British men-of-war. The descent is by 
forty-six ladders six hundred feet to the gallery, 
then by seventeen more four hundred feet to the 
part they are working, and by twelve to the bot¬ 
tom, which cannot be worked for the influx and 
rising of water. At the depth of one thousand feet 
we found them hard at work, having just hit upon 
a vein of silver, which promised to be rich. It 
always runs vertically east and west, and is disco¬ 
vered by the feel, as it pricks the fingers upon being 
rubbed. They had heated the part to such a de¬ 
gree, in order to show the vein to the director, 
(when heated and struck with a sledge hammer it 
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falls off in flakes,) that it was with difficulty we 
could support the temperature till he made his ap¬ 
pearance. When he came he was cpiite delighted 
with the discovery, none of equal promise having 
been made for many years. The last produced only 
thirty-six thousand eight hundred ounces, which 
were not sufficient to cover the expenses of work¬ 
ing the vein. The Danish government had given 
up the mines and sold all the machinery, afterwards 
they were worked by a company that failed, and 
when the cession of Norway became inevitable, 
they were injured as much as possible. 

However, the Swedish government has lately 
placed the mines under the direction of Mr. Bau¬ 
man, a very intelligent and able Hanoverian, who 
has recovered them wonderfully, and fully expects 
to work them with considerable profit to the 
crown. 

A wonderful gallery has been pierced through 
the side of the mountain, at the depth of six hundred 
feet, through which the ore is now transported, in¬ 
stead of being hoisted to the top. Its length is 
six thousand feet, and it occupied twenty-three 
years in its completion. It had been commenced 
in 1792, but during seven years of the time it was 
discontinued : it had just been opened. The pro¬ 
cess was most tedious, being entirely by calcination 
and hammering, which brought the rock off in 
flakes. Only two men could work at a time ; it 
was commenced both externally and internally, and 
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to their credit be it recorded, that, upon meeting, 
there were only two or three feet difference in the 
level, and none in the direction ; it is from six to 
seven feet wide, and from ten to fifteen high. 

At the foot of each ladder, there is a sort of 
landing-place, merely formed of hoards, and the 
whole is dark, wet, and dismal. Upon making our 
exit by the gallery, we were like chimney-sweeps, 
however, we found our c lothes at the mouth, and 
water ready for us. An obelisk is erected to com¬ 
memorate the commencement of the gallery, under 
Prince Frederick, and some lines are inscribed of a 
nature to animate the workmen. Little did he 
think at its commencement, that the termination 
would find the country in the hands of Denmark’s 
greatest rival. We afterwards visited a rifle, a 
sword, and a cloth manufactory, all under the in¬ 
spection of Mr. Sticntrop, and carried on by govern¬ 
ment, which is bad policy, as it destroys every thing 
like competition. 

Upon calling to take leave of Mr. Bauman, we 
were introduced to his daughter, a nice young lady, 
already (according to the custom of the country, 
which I will more fully explain to you in the latter 
part of this letter,) affianced, without her affections 
being engaged. 

We left Kongsberg at six in the evening, for 
Dram men. To the first post-house the road was 
hilly and had, and there we were so ill supplied 
with horses and carts, that the count and myself 
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were obliged to ride in one cart, upon a sack of 
hay, while my brother had a steed that would not 
have been surpassed by Rozinante. It became so 
dark that we could not see the country distinctly, 
but it appeared prettily diversified with wood, 
water, and cultivation. The roads improving, we 
arrived at midnight at a large post-house, where 
we got most miserably lodged, and in the morning, 
were kept waiting from six to eight for breakfast, 
they assuring us the whole time, that it was in pre¬ 
paration, though it consisted of nothing but tea, 
bread and butter. 

The town is large and of good appearance; it 
lies on both sides of the river, with a respectable 
bridge of communication. We remarked a good 
many merchant vessels, and depots of timber, be¬ 
sides large rafts. 

On leaving Draminen for Christiania, you enter 
a valley highly cultivated and well inhabited, which, 
from its superiority over the rest of the country, is 
called Paradise, afterwards there is a very long and 
steep hill to ascend ; from the summit the view is 
extensive and imposing. We afterwards passed 
some saw-mills and iron-works of Baron Wcdels, 
and arrived here at two o’clock, having been most 
terribly jolted. The cars were particularly bad, so 
much so, that, during the last stage, my brother was 
obliged to ride with his back to the horse, although 
the whole interest of the scene lay in front; this was 
the more annoying, because in one or two instances. 
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when the scene was less interesting, we had been sup¬ 
plied with that unique, light vehicle, peculiar to Nor¬ 
way, called a cariole, which may indeed he considered 
the gig of the Norwegian gentlemen; it is capable, 
however, of containing hut one person who must 
drive himself. Onr tour was two hundred and sixty 
miles, and the cost seventy-seven specie dollars, or 
seven pounds sterling, including every expense, for 
three persons during six days. In Count Rosen 
we found a most excellent, intelligent travelling 
companion : he is a lieutenant in the Swedish navy, 
and aid-de-camp to Count Sandcls, the viceroy of 
Norway. He had recently served on board of the 
Iphigenia, English frigate, under the command of 
Captain Hyde Parker, in the Mediterranean. The 
ninth and tenth of this month were passed in a de¬ 
lightful excursion over the Krock Leven mountain, 
by a most extraordinary and picturesque pass, to 
Honcnfosen, where we found excellent accommo¬ 
dation for all our party (and we had three ladies 
with us), at a house beautifully situated at the con¬ 
fluence of two rivers, over which a grotto and gar¬ 
den arc laid out with great taste. A fir-tree of 
twelve feet in circumference, with an ash growing 
out of it, added not a little to the interest already 
excited. On our return we called at a clergyman’s, 
in order to see a print of Anna Colbiernsen, who, 
by stratagem, arrested the progress of a Swedish 
force, and apprized the garrison of Kongsbcrg that 
it was advancing in order to plunder the depot. 
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The approach to Krock Lcven was particularly 
fine, and it appeared quite inaccessible ; indeed, 
we nearly found it so, for it was only with the 
greatest difficulty we could urge the horses on with 
the empty carriages*. We were much fatigued; 
but, fortunately, half way up, we were refreshed by 
a running stream, and fine, wild raspberries. When 
we came to the summit, a most extraordinary scene 
presented itself, nothing more nor less than the 
consul’s carriage (which had kept the lead), with 
the horses’ heads downwards, and his coachman 
thrashing the driver most unmercifully. We ran 
instantly to protect the poor fellow, but my bro¬ 
ther, seeing they were both Norwegians, said, 
“ Leave them alone, you may depend, as it is Norse 
against Norse, all is right.” Upon inquiry, we 
found the fellow had left his horses on arriving at 
the top, and had gone into a house to refresh him¬ 
self, when they, certainly contrary to all expecta¬ 
tion after the fatigue of mounting, had taken to 
their heels and run off, and it was only by the ex- 

* It may be remarked of the Swedish horses, that in ascending 
a hill, i* : s absolutely necessary to keep them going by means of 
the whip, 8fc., as they will otherwise allow the carriage to run 
back. The Norwegian horses, on the contrary, if they stop half 
way up, always stand to the weight, and never allow it to get 
the better of them, They are a much finer race than those of 
Sweden, small but willing, generally of a light brown, with a 
black mark on the back. When at speed, they can only be 
stopped by a noise of the lips, which they obey in a moment, 
although before they have nearly cut the hand to pieces in at¬ 
tempting to hold them in. 
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ertion of the consul’s son, who actively mounted 
a peasant’s horse, which happened to be passing, 
that they were overtaken and brought back. At 
the post-house we had ordered dinner to be pre¬ 
pared for us, and knowing there was a fine trout 
stream near, had desired there might be some fish 
for dinner. To onr horror, on arriving, nothing 
was prepared, and the only reason given was, that 
not being able to procure fish, as desired, they had 
not thought it necessary to prepare any thing at all; 
however, as there were plenty of flour, eggs, and 
milk, the ladies prepared pancakes in abundance, 
and the novelty of the repast kept us all in good 
humour. We reached home at dusk, much pleased 
with our excursion. 

Oil Sunday, tlie viceroy did us the honour to invite 
us to a grand dinner-party. We sat down sixty; 
the dinner was served dish by dish, each person had 
a bottle of common French wine placed by him, and 
superior wines and punch were handed about occa¬ 
sionally. Towards the end of dinner his excellency 
and the whole party drank us a hearty welcome (this 
is invariably the custom when strangers dine the first 
time at Norwegian parties). After coffee, various 
inodes of amusement were adopted; we joined 
the countess and a party of ladies in an aquatic 
excursion ; the evening finished with cards and sup¬ 
per, served on small tables placed by the players. On 
retiring, whoever had played cards had a dollar to 
pay for each pack ! This is very general in the 
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north. The viceroy, of course a Swede, is a re¬ 
markably gentlemanly, fine-looking fellow, a great 
personal favourite of the king, and has particularly 
distinguished himself in the wars with Russia, al¬ 
though they have always terminated unfavourably 
to his country : the countess, and the ladies of his 
family, were also very pleasant. We had this day 
an opportunity of observing particularly the custom 
before alluded to, of affiancing persons long before 
marriage. It takes place, not only with those of 
tender age, but with grown up people, who plight 
their faith, but delay the ceremony sometimes many 
years, till circumstances favour their marriage, such 
as an expected advancement, success in commerce, 
or the death of an old relation from whom they have 
had some expectancy. During the whole of this 
time they are openly received in all company as 
lovers, and are never separated, nor is the lady al¬ 
lowed to bestow a smile on any one else, and the 
gentleman is expected to devote himself to her. 
There is no impropriety in their driving out in the 
same carriage, or in their close and frequent asso¬ 
ciation. Not being sufficiently acquainted with the 
etiquette to be observed towards these everlasting 
•wooers, I committed a serious breach of it; on en¬ 
tering the yacht after dinner, a vacant place was left 
in the cabin between the countess and her sister, 
who has been for three years engaged to his excel¬ 
lency’s secretary (waiting till he should obtain a 
higher situation), and with whom, during the whole 
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of the day, the love-scene had passed. Seeing the 
vacaucy, I thought that gallantry obliged me to oc¬ 
cupy it, and I had not been long in possession before 
the secretary came, and finding it occupied, for it 
had been left for him, he appeared much annoyed, 
and ultimately obliged the lady to quit her seat, and 
place herself at his side: it was not till afterwards 
that I found how seriously l had transgressed. There 
were three other couples at dinner similarly situated, 
and I must say, I never saw anybody who appeared 
so completely worn down as the gentlemen : the 
ladies certainly seemed to have the best of the bar¬ 
gain. The weather in general has been fine and 
temperate, but on Thursday we had a most violent 
storm of thunder, lightning, and rain, which lasted 
for some hours. 

You will probably expect some account from the 
capital, of the general feeling as to the late annexa¬ 
tion of this country to Sweden, which, when dis¬ 
passionately viewed, must be allowed to be the most 
advantageous union that could have happened for 
the Norwegians. But the manner in which it was 
conducted has hurt their national pride, and they 
vent all their spleen on England, because, they say, 
the most heroic courage which they were about to 
display in defence of their independence, was ren¬ 
dered useless by starvation, brought on by our 
blockading squadron, but for which they would 
have defied the whole force of Sweden and Den¬ 
mark. You are aware that, when by the treaty of 
Kiel, Norway was ceded to Sweden, Prince Chris- 
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tian of Denmark, the viceroy, immediately declared 
the independence of Norway, and accepted the 
crown according to a constitution sufficiently in fa¬ 
vour of liberty, drawn up at the moment by tbe 
principal citizens assembled in diet. Tins consti¬ 
tution and independence he and they swore to main¬ 
tain with the last drop of tlieir blood. But most un¬ 
luckily, at the very instant of taking the oath, an 
officer from the present king, then crown prince, 
arrived to claim their obedience to the treaty of 
Kiel, and threatened them with invasion in case of 
refusal. This message is said to have completely 
cured Prince Christian of all taste for reigning over 
any other country than Denmark, and he instantly 
sought personal safety. But the citizens vowed to 
resist, to the last moment, and sent back defiance to 
the crown prince, who was just on the Swedish side 
of the ferry at Swinsund, over which I have already 
described the passage and its inaccessible hank, par¬ 
ticularly on the Norwegian side. In spite of this 
heroic defiance and determination, the crown prince 
held both in such contempt, that he actually crossed 
the ferry with cavalry, and the whole country sub¬ 
mitted without his losing a single man, whereas two 
hundred soldiers, or even fifty, if properly posted, 
ought to defend the passage of Swinsund for ever, 
against an army of twenty thousand men. It is to 
cover this shameful conduct that they launch out so 
strongly against the interference of England, and 
attribute their subjugation to starvation. 

Norway, in a military, indeed in every point of 
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view, is a possession of the highest consequence! to 
Sweden, hut more particularly by increasing her 
power of defence, and by placing her in a state to 
protect herself against any invasion from Russia, 
without fearing, as she always formerly did, that 
Denmark would take the opportunity to invade her 
at the critical moment from Norway; for, as is usu¬ 
ally the case with all neighbouring nations, a deadly 
hatred and jealousy exist between the Swedes and 
Danes, rendering each ready to take advantage of 
every favourable opportunity, however unjustly, to 
humble the other. By this union of Norway with 
Sweden, there cannot be a doubt that, as one go¬ 
vernment, the interests of both, in a political point 
of view, will be considerably promoted, as well as 
the happiness and prosperity of the inhabitants. 
Norway may still be said, with the exception of being 
governed by a Swedish viceroy, to be perfectly inde¬ 
pendent of Sweden, except for offices of mutual 
benefit, as the Norwegians possess the constitution 
which they had framed for themselves ; and as they 
have steadily resisted some alterations proposed by 
the king. This constitution is very democratic, and 
is framed with such a jealousy of aristocracy, that al¬ 
though there are only about three noble families in 
the country, yet, after the death of the present pos¬ 
sessors of the titles, and of any son born before the 
date of it, the titles are to become obsolete. The 
Storthing, or parliament, can, by right, only meet 
once in three years, but it is in the power of the 
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king to convoke it at pleasure. Norway is na¬ 
turally a poor country, possessing little besides her 
fisheries, mines, and forests, not producing sufficient 
corn for home consumption; therefore all foreign 
productions and manufactures are procured by bar¬ 
ter. Until our late (I fear impolitic) acts for the 
protection of the Canadian timber trade, it was to 
England that the Norwegian looked for the neces¬ 
saries or superfluities of life ; and the truth of this 
observation is strongly marked by the fact, that in 
every house you enter, the furniture and appurte¬ 
nances which are not new, are invariably English, 
while all which bear the stamp of recent acquisition, 
are as invariably German or French. The duties 
on Norwegian timber are now made so high, in 
order to protect the Canada trade, that it is quite 
impossible for the Norwegians to find a sale in our 
markets; and these imposts are consequently impo¬ 
litic, because they drive the Norwegian to seek from 
other countries, where he can sell his timber, those 
articles for which he before exclusively looked to 
England: added to which, this system weakens the 
attachmcr* which they have invariably felt towards 
us. The population of Norway is variously stated at 
from seven hundred and fifty thousand to nine hun¬ 
dred thousand: the former number is probably the 
most correct. The national arms, a lion holding a 
sword, are now introduced into the upper canton of 
the old Swedish flag. 

Literature has long been at a low ebb in Norway, 
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but a university has lately been established here, 
with some able professors, who have turned their 
attention to the improvement of the public library, 
which has long existed in a neglected state. It con¬ 
tains between eighty and one hundred thousand vo¬ 
lumes, mostly duplicates from Denmark and Stock¬ 
holm. The revenue, for its support, consists of one 
hundred tons of corn per annum. 

The military academy is considered a good one ; 
the cadets, like the naval cadets at Fredricksveern, 
live in the families of the officers. The fortress 
here is very strong from its situation, but it is much 
neglected: the view from it is very fine. The har¬ 
bour is so land-locked, that its appearance is that 
of a fine extensive lake, ornamented with islands, 
and surrounded by bold and picturesque mountains. 
Here we are again distressed by the sight of the 
heavily-ironed malefactors. We have had the^good 
fortune to become acquainted with Major Carpelan, 
of the Swedish Engineers ; he has taken some very 
correct views in Norway, which he has published, 
and to him is to be attributed all the topographical 
knowledge which the world has recently gained of 
these kingdoms. 

He is now employed on the great military road 
which is forming between the two countries. It 
appears to be the policy of the king, to throw down 
all obstacles to an open communication between 
them, as, in case of dissension, the Norwegians would 
be inaccessible in their fortresses, and could at any 

Voi.. i. 1 
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time carry desolation into the more open country 
of Sweden. 

We start to-morrow in order to visit the canal 
which is cutting between the Wcnern and Wettern 
lakes. We shall not leave this without much re¬ 
gret in parting from those who have uniformly 
treated us with kindness. 

In this neighbourhood there is a good deal of 
garden and orchard-ground, and I never saw finer 
vegetables, or a more abundant crop of apples, pears, 
and plums. Of the former there is a peculiar spe¬ 
cies, called the glass, or transparent apple ; it is so 
delicate that you are obliged to watch its daily pro¬ 
gress towards ripeness, and to pluck it directly it 
arrives at that point, for it will not remain in per¬ 
fection more than twelve hours. There is a tolera¬ 
bly good botanical garden near the town, with plea¬ 
sant walks ; it contains a great variety of pinks, 
cloves, and carnations. A bouquet can be bought 
for two shillings. 

The Norwegians in general are a hardy, open- 
hearted, honest race. The men have particularly 
good and white teeth, like perfect ivory; the women, 
although not strikingly handsome, are sufficiently 
good-looking, and possess every requisite domes¬ 
tic virtue. When young, the children all have 
remarkably light hair almost approaching to white, 
but which, with age, assumes a darker hue. 

The climate, in the southern part of Norway, is 
not extremely rigorous, as may be gathered from 
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the following proverb, applied to the 25th of 
February, St. Matthew's day. 

“ St. Matthew breaks the ice; if there is no ice, 
he makes ice,” which certainly implies, that it is pos¬ 
sible they have been up to that day without severe 
frost, or, that if the winter has been severe, it will 
break up about that period. The capital stands 
in fifty-nine degrees fifty minutes north latitude, and 
eleven degrees thirty-eight minutes east longitude. 
North Bergen, on the west coast, has a population 
of nineteen thousand souls, and is considered a very 
flourishing town, both from its vast exports of deals 
and its fishery, which supplies the north of Europe 
Avith the well-known stork fish, so much used in all 
their merchant vessels. It is cured in the sun, Avith- 
out the aid of salt, and becomes as hard as a deal 
board. Before it can be used it is obliged to be 
bruised with a heavy hammer, and afterwards well 
soaked. 


i‘2 
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Magnor—Kongswinger—Strand—Ilogboda—Carlstad — Lakes We- 
iiern and VVetfcni—Flastrop—Chi'istincliamn—Canal—Rodesund 
— Ilnlna —Friasbrick—Orebro—Koping—Kulback—Stromshohu 
—Wesleras—Enkopiiitj—Lake Malaren—Tibbie — Barkarby— 
Stockholm. 

Stockholm, 24th August, 1822. 

We arrived here last evening, and have fortunately 
found clean and good lodgings at the London hotel, 
kept by an English woman. 

We saw nothing of the city till we approached 
the barrier, where the serjeant of the guard merely 
looked at the passport, and took our names down. 
We were much surprised at a piece of dandyism in 
him, which in England would excite the greatest 
contempt: such as was attempted to be thrown upon 
an officer of the life guards, at the time of the re¬ 
moval of the remains of the late queen; in fact, 
for want of natural he wore painted mustaches. 

At the custom-house, a few paces further on, 
they ask-'d two or three questions, and hinted at a 
douceur; we gave a dollar, and passed on by the 
observatory and some wooden houses, till we got 
into the main street, when a church and several 
large buildings burst upon us, in a confused but not 
unpleasant manner, indeed, in a way to give a fa¬ 
vourable impression of the city. This impression 
increased as we advanced, for at one point, it seemed 
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to present all the most striking features of the most 
romantic towns of Europe. 

But as you are assured of our being well lodged, 
I shall resume the tour from where my last left off, 
just on the point of quitting the capital of Norway. 
Our bill at Karsar s was moderate; he is the man 
with whom the English nobleman before alluded 
to went to law on account of what he considered 
an exorbitant charge, but being cast in every court, 
he was ultimately obliged to pay the bill and seventy 
pounds costs ; for, as in England, law in Norway 
is not given gratuitously. The facts are, that the 
avant courier of the noblemen arrived, vaunting the 
extraordinary riches and consequence of his em¬ 
ployer, and insisting upon having the whole house to 
accommodate him and his suite, and he would hear 
of no excuse. In consequence, Karsar was obliged 
to turn out all his lodgers, and relinquish a table 
d'hdte which he kept, and thus run the risk of 
losing their future custom. The nobleman arrived 
and remained a week, during the greater part of 
which time he constantly dined out, but when going 
away, a very considerable stock of provisions had 
been prepared and packed for him; on the bill being 
demanded, the provisions were charged, in the gross 
sum of one hundred and forty-one pounds sterling. 
This of course was resisted, and the items desired 
to be produced or specified. Karsar very coolly re¬ 
duced one half of the charge, but said, he did not 
know any thing about items, and all he knew was. 
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that with seventy pounds be should be very little in 
pocket by the nobleman’s visit, for if he did not 
eat, he prevented others from eating. Twenty-five 
pounds were now offered as an equivalent, which 
Karsar would not hear of, and the nobleman was 
ill enough advised to refuse payment, and to desire 
the Consul to resist the charge in every court, till it 
came to the highest tribunal. This has been done 
with the result I have already stated, so that the 
nobleman had not only the reduced bill to pay, but 
law expenses, which brought it to the original sum 
of one hundred and forty pounds. 

At the lower part of the city, which is narrow 
and filthy, there is a very large general depot of 
plank. Last year it took fire, and burnt for fourteen 
days, producing a degree of heat at a considerable 
distance almost beyond belief: many merchants were 
ruined by the conflagration. The day before our de¬ 
parture, a fine Norwegian ship arrived from Lisbon ? 
with salt and some oranges; they were sold at eight 
pence a piece, so that foreign luxuries are dearly 
paid for here. 

We l"ft Christiania at noon on the 15th instant, 
passing through a hilly country with bad roads, and 
crossing several rivers. We quitted Norway by the 
custom-house at Magnor, where they merely veri¬ 
fied the receipt, for the duty we had paid on our 
carriage at Helsingburg. During our journey we 
visited the fortress of Kongswinger, situated upon 
an eminence which commands the river, but it is 
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itself commanded on the land side. Here we were 
again distressed by the inhumanly ironed, begging, 
or rather vending, malefactors. At this point we had 
reached our highest northern latitude in Norway, 
sixty degrees fifteen minutes north, and twelve de¬ 
grees thirty minutes east longitude, and soon' after 
crossed the Vrangs, a noble river, but rendered 
useless for the purposes of navigation, by the rapids 
with which it abounds. The country about it is 
rich and highly cultivated: the trees are small, and 
had been so all the way from Christiania; indeed, 
the only places where we have remarked large trees 
in Norway are pines and firs at Moss, Kongsberg, 
and Drammen, and oaks at Haton. The wooden 
houses are built of logs, scpiared and neatly mor¬ 
tised at the coins, and ehintzed with moss, they 
also use the bark of the birch-tree to preserve them 
from the dry rot. The better sort are lined with deals, 
and painted or covered with an ochre, procured 
from the metal foundries. They almost all stand 
upon a brick or stone foundation, without any ap¬ 
parent binding to connect them, so that they look 
as if a breeze of wind would blow them oft". 

In the country, each house, at the distance of about 
thirty yards from it, has a magazine for the winter 
provisions; they are built in the same manner, but 
stand upon wooden pillars, to protect them from 
rats and other animals. The approach is by steps 
separated about two feet and a half from them: the 
winter 8 store generally consists of bread made of 
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rye, pease, or oats, salted and smoked meats, sau¬ 
sages, puddings, vegetables, $rc., all of which are 
housed by the middle of October. In summer, the 
kitchens are also detached from the houses, which, 
I must say, arc generally kept clean and neat. The 
country people wear loose coats of coarse, brown, 
woollen cloth, tastily enough made, with small wings 
on the shoulders ; some carry a large knife by their 
side, in a leathern case, but they do not, as in Sweden, 
wear boots. Before a man can become a merchant, 
he must qualify himself, and be able to speak at 
least one foreign language, all of which is done with 
a view to keep up respectability of character, and 
in which wc have not found them deficient during 
our sojourn amongst them. With sentiments of 
esteem we left Norway, and entered once more upon 
Swedish territory, the approach to which had been 
sensibly marked by the improvement of the roads, 
and when once fairly entered, we found the old, 
agreeable gravel, accompanied on each side by the 
less agreeable base rock; but we have passed through 
the garden of Norway, and must not judge of the 
whole 'rom the more fertile part we have traversed. 

At Strand we found a good supper prepared for 
us at a clean house, which had even been honoured 
by the king and prince Oscar; in consequence of 
which, the walls were hung round with miserable 
daubs of them, and the landlady was most loqua¬ 
cious in their praise. 

The next day, having ordered a middaggen to be 
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prepared for us at Hogboda, we were not quite so 
fortunate, the house being exceedingly dirty, and 
nothing provided for us, there being only one egg 
to be had. We determined to take the chance of 
the next post-house, and my brother remarking that 
we could not be worse off, I replied, unless they 
should not have even one egs, which literally proved 
to be the case, so that we were obliged to have re¬ 
course to our magazine. But we were much dis¬ 
gusted by the woman of the house, taking, imme¬ 
diately before us, that means of divesting her child’s 
head of intruders, which is so common in the streets 
of Lisbon, Naples, and other southern countries, 
but which we had never before seen practised in 
these northern regions. To the surprise of the 
woman, we insisted upon her taking up, though 
unwillingly, a position where she should be at least 
out of our sight, though we thought, even after her 
removal, that our cars were occasionally saluted by 
a crack. After passing Strand, the country became 
diversified with lakes, wood, and cultivated fields; 
the trees were of a larger and more varied descrip¬ 
tion, pines, fir, birch, and alder; the two former 
six and seven feet in circumference, and seventy 
feet high, but the general size is not more than 
from two to three feet in circumference. Many 
had fallen down from the paucity of soil, and one 
had literally entwined its roots round a stone which 
it had torn up with it. The men wear loose black 
coats, with straight collars and some embroidery, and 
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look very warm, the sun being exceedingly powerful, 
though the thermometer did not range beyond se¬ 
venty-two degrees. We arrived at Carlstad in the 
evening, and entered the town by a bridge. The 
streets are broad and long, containing some very 
good houses, many of them being three stories high, 
which wc had never before seen in any houses built 
of wood; notwithstanding which, every thing ap¬ 
peared dull, and trade seemed to be at a stand. 
Carlstad is at the northern extremity of the Wenern 
lake, but standing in a bight, an extent of water 
is not perceived even from the steeple, which we 
ascended in hopes of an extensive view, and, perhaps, 
of seeing vessels sailing in this Mediterranean. Al¬ 
though disappointed, we were surprised with the 
bird’s eye view of the town, the tops of the bouses 
being covered with sod, which cannot be perceived 
from the street. This gave them at once quite an 
altered appearance, not unlike a continued garden. 
This is the first time we have not overtaken our 
forebud; he had been sent on by Count Rosen twelve 
hours before us, with a route as far as Carlstad, 
which is dhe chief town of Wermeland, and a bi¬ 
shopric ; the governor of the province also resides 
there: it was founded by Charles IX. The popu¬ 
lation at present is about three thousand. 

Our intention was to proceed to Hasleror, and 
from there examine the canal; but soon after leaving 
Tave, the canal suddenly broke upon us, exhibiting 
a scene of activity we were little prepared for, and 
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still less were we prepared to meet a Scotchman, 
who advised us, instead of proceeding as we in¬ 
tended, rather to continue along the line of the 
canal to Hastrop, where we should find the ge¬ 
neral, and good accommodation. We followed his 
advice, and were well received by a Mr. Barrack, a 
Scotch superintendent, who provided us with every 
thing necessary for passing a comfortable night. 
After leaving Carlstad, a remarkable change took 
place in the dress of the peasants; they all wear a 
long leathern apron, and, of course, appear as if they 
were shoemakers, blacksmiths, coopers, or as if they 
belonged to some other trade requiring such an ap¬ 
pendage. The first stage, I could not help lamenting 
that we had taken some tradesman from his work: 
the inhabitants of every district have their peculiar 
dress. Near Christinehamn, we passed two very good 
houses, more decidedly like gentlemen’s seats, than 
any we had seen in the country. I make these, 
which might otherwise appear trivial, remarks, that 
you may form some idea of the state of society and 
of the country, which, unlike England, has hardly 
any of the neat houses, and gentlemen’s seats so 
frequently to be met with there. Saturday and 
Sunday were devoted to the inspection of the canal; 
it is intended to complete the chain of communi¬ 
cation with the Baltic, through the West Gothland 
and the lakes Wenern and Wettern, to the Troll- 
hattan canal. This branch was begun in 1808, and 
is expected to be opened in the course of the next 
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month, by the king passing through, from the Wet- 
tern to the Wenern. Count Platen has had the 
general direction of the work, assisted by a number 
of Scotchmen, sent over from the Caledonian canal 
by Mr. T-, who has the chief merit of the un¬ 

dertaking, having struck out the line and levels: 
the history of his being employed, and of his re¬ 
ward is rather singular. 

A Swedish major, wishing to erect some mills, 
and not being sufficiently acquainted with the com¬ 
bination of wheels, determined upon a trip to Edin¬ 
burgh, and upon landing at Leith, accidentally got 

into conversation with Mr. T-, who was just 

starting for an inspection of the Caledonian canal, 
which, interesting the Swede, he offered him a scat 
in the carriage, and thus an intimacy commenced. 
Some years afterwards, the major was called upon 
to strike the line of this canal, but being diffident 
of his ability, he strongly recommended the em¬ 
ployment of his friend, Mr. T-. Overtures 

were made, and Mr. T-twice came to Sweden, 

first in 1810, and again in 1813, when he pat every 
thing in train, and sent out overseers, since which 
he has not returned, but Count Platen has been in 
constant correspondence with him, and nothing has 

been done without his advice. When Mr. T- 

had completed all the plans and was about to quit 
the country, the Swedish government inquired if 
he would not prefer an honorary to a pecuniary re¬ 
ward, as if he did, the king would invest him with 
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the Order of Vasa. Mr. T- replied, that he was 

a civilian, and money was what he worked for; 
they, therefore, gave him a thousand pounds, and 
when they some time afterwards distributed hono¬ 
rary rewards to the Swedes employed in the canal, 
they were obliged to include him in the highest 
order, as, without his assistance, nothing could have 
been done. The undertaking is certainly great, for 
although there is only a difference of one hundred 
and sixty-two feet in the level, yet it has to be 
mostly cut through rock: in the space of nine 
miles, there are nineteen locks, one hundred and 
twenty feet by twenty-five and a half, with ten feet 
fall; the depth of water throughout the canal is 
ten feet: the gates of the locks are of cast iron. 
The first pair came from England; and it is only 
with the greatest difficulty they have been able to 
cast the others in Sweden, although the country pro¬ 
duces the finest iron in the world. Nor without the 
assistance of the Scotch overseers, could the plans 
have been carried into effect: this they have the 
candour to acknowledge. The cost of labour is 
very trifling, because it is entirely performed by 
the military. In May, a division is marched down 
under proper officers, commanded by a general, as 
if for field duties, and it continues to work as long 
as the weather is open, generally till October, and 
the next year a fresh party are brought, so that by 
the time they become useful, their tour is over. 

At Wenern, where the canal terminates by a 
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basin and dock for twelve vessels, defended from 
the violence of the sea by cassoon piers, the officers 
employed had formed themselves into a mess, and 
had the goodness to invite us to dine with them. 
Each commenced with a glass of corn brandy, suf¬ 
ficient to deprive a novice of all power to do justice 
to the dinner (we therefore only sipped our potion). 
The meal consisted of cold salmon, blood-puddings, 
boiled milk and bread, and finished with very nice, 
light flour-drops, eaten with currant jelly. Swe¬ 
dish porter in abundance was drunk; but, with the 
exception of the snaps, they had neither wine nor 
spirits. Among the party was a Swedish gentle¬ 
man, who had long been a slave at Algiers, and at 
length was relieved only by the generous and gallant 
attack of Lord Exmouth, whose just eulogium it 
was delightful for us to hear from the mouth of a 
grateful Swede. The room at the inn where we 
dined was, as is often the case, rendered somewhat 
disgusting by the general apparel of the master and 
mistress being hung round it on pegs. The general, 
at head-quarters, was very attentive to us, and 
boasted much of having served in the Spanish army 
during the memorable siege of Gibraltar. He sent 
his aide-de-camp with us to the fortress of Wanas, 
constructing on a peninsula running into the Wet- 
tern lake. It is said that Bemadotte has bestowed 
all his military skill upon the plan, and has employed 
the best officers, both Swedish and Norwegian, in 
the execution, so that it is expected to be a chef- 
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d’ceuvre. It will be capable of containing a garrison 
of seven thousand soldiers, and of protecting an en¬ 
campment under its walls of fifty thousand troops 
of all arms ; its front runs quite across the isthmus: 
the lake is fifteen miles wide. There are various 
causes assigned for its erection; but the ostensible 
one is, that it is required as a point d'appui for the 
canal, or in case of the Russians invading the king¬ 
dom from Finland, though there are persons who 
do not scruple to say it is built that, in case the 
present dynasty should be disturbed, there might 
be a place of refuge and resistance for the reigning 
prince. With such strong and numerous instances 
of the restless disposition of the Swedish nobles 
under any family, I do not think the latter reason 
improbable or imprudent. The canal and fortress 
are a source of some difference between the king 
and the houses of assembly; the latter considering 
the expense far beyond the utility, while his majesty 
considers the expected benefit to be derived from 
them to commerce and security far beyond the cost, 
which is annually five hundred and sixty thousand 
rix dollars. Since the commencement, five million 
five hundred thousand rix dollars have been ex¬ 
pended, certainly an immense sum for so poor a 
country. In consequence of this heavy expenditure, 
every seductive art is had recourse to in order to in¬ 
duce the houses of assembly to vote the necessary 
sums to carry on these national works. 

We did not arrive at Rodesund, the village near 
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«W fovtreM, lilt midnight, and were in despair of 
fwoatriog either supper orbed*; hut to our surprise 
we found the former just put on table, and the latter 
prepared for two travellers, who, to our still greater 
surprise, quie tly resigned the whole in our favour. 

After leaving lialna we, lor the first time, expe¬ 
rienced a deep sandy road. Our coaclunan having 
passed the proper turning, was called to by the 
guide, and in attempting to turn the carriage short 
round, overset it, as might naturally have been ex¬ 
pected, and we were both for some time, in a very 
awkward predicament, for, had the horses struggled, 
we must have been severely injured. Fortunately 
we extricated ourselves; but no sooner were the 
horses unharnessed than two of them took to their 
heels and ran off. Night was coming on, and our 
servant was despatched for assistance, with which, 
in about an hour, he returned, and the carriage was 
put on its wheels without any serious injury. How¬ 
ever, in consequence of. the loss of pur horses we 
were obliged to walk, and had a tedious task to ar¬ 
rive at Friasbriek, where, in consequence of this 
delay, houses had been kept waiting for us beyond 
the time allowed by law, and we had, for the first 
time, to pay forfeit, but which was not very oppres¬ 
sive. At Wrestorp we found a large clean post- 
house, and, for the second time since landing at 
Helsingburg, an excellent middaggen. Between 
it and Blackstad the trees were of a larger size, and 
more varied in kind than we had been in the habit 
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of seeing. Oak, beech, birch, and ash appeared to 
vie with the pine and fir. 

We passed the evening and slept at Orebro, with 
which we were much pleased. It is a town of con¬ 
siderable size, having, like most Swedish towns, 
straight streets, spacious market-place, and perfect 
regularity of wooden and plastered houses. One 
of the latter was extremely large, and was sur¬ 
rounded by water, and flanked by four towers. 
Here the Diet of the different orders of Sweden was 
held, on the vacancy caused by the death of the 
Crown Prince Augustenberg (supposed to have 
been the victim of intrigue), who had been elected 
on the deposition of Gustavus IV., when Bcrna- 
dottc, his present majesty, then a French marshal, 
was chosen successor to the throne. 

The women, who are by far superior in good looks 
and dress to any we had met with, seemed conscious 
of their superiority, and by no means displeased 
with the admiration and homage which a pretty face 
and neat toilette never fail to excite. We now felt 
the extreme inconvenience of a forebud, for other¬ 
wise we would willingly have continued two or three 
days iri this delightful town, the situation of which 
is as near as possible in the centre of the kingdom, 
and we wished to remain, in order to study and 
enjoy the genuine Swedish character, which must be 
found here uncontaminated. Necessity has no law; 
and we were reluctantly obliged to depart, and soon 
came to a country more than usually wild ; on all 
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sides we observed masses of stone, some nearly equal 
in size to the one wc had remarked near Carlshamn, 
which seemed to have been thrown together in dif¬ 
ferent positions by some convulsion of nature. But 
when we came to Glanshamma the scenery changed, 
as if by enchantment, presenting a highly-cultivated 
country, diversified with hill, dale, wood, water, and 
good-looking habitations, and enlivened by the 
sight of the husbandmen at work in the fields, and 
their wives preparing a winter’s store. The post- 
housc had an excellent garden, with flowers, bees, 
&c. $-c.; the female servants were busily employed 
in preserving fruit, berries, fyc., and the manner of 
preserving apples particularly attracted my atten¬ 
tion. They are skinned and quartered, and then 
half baked, which produces a disagreeable, shrivelled 
appearance; but they retain their flavour, and in this 
state can be kept any length of time. They had 
also an amazing quantity of river craw-fish. 

At Arboga we .expected to be able to embark our 
carriage, and proceed to Stockholm by a steam-boat; 
but we found that, from the shallowness of the water, 
they were mable to take carriages on board till they 
reached Westeras, on the lake Malaren : we there¬ 
fore relinquished the idea. Arboga, at a distance, 
has an imposing effect, and it is, indeed, a consider¬ 
able town, with some commerce, and, with what 
we had not before observed, except at Carlscrona, 
namely, two churches. We therefore expected at 
least good entertainment, but were miserably disap- 
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pointed; for although we gave them two hours to 
prepare our dinner, they did not absolutely provide 
enough, and wc were obliged, in this large town, to 
have recourse to our magazine, and on leaving it 
we were accompanied by a shirtless, beggarly-look¬ 
ing fellow of a driver, the first instance of the kind 
wc had met with. In general the drivers are too 
warmly clad for summer, at least in the coat way; 
the other part of the dress not corresponding, being 
a pair of white linen small clothes and boots, with¬ 
out stockings. The women have of late appeared 
without shoes or stockings, a most disgusting prac¬ 
tice. The white, ivory-looking teeth of the men, 
which wc had observed from Norway nearly to this 
place, have entirely disappeared. 

At Kalback we slept, and found good accommo¬ 
dation at a detached post-house ; and in the morn¬ 
ing we proceeded to visit the palace of Stromsholm, 
the situation of which is pretty, and it possesses some 
of the largest timber I have seen in.Sweden, particu¬ 
larly limes and oaks. There are two magnificent ave¬ 
nues of the former leading to the palace, and of the 
latter wc measured some fourteen feet in circum¬ 
ference, although very nearly in the latitude of sixty, 
where Van Buch asserts that they cease to grow. 
The palace was built by the Queen Eleandr, and is 
famous as the place of confinement of Gustavus 
IV., when deposed in 1809. It is sometimes visited 
both by the king and Prince Oscar, for whom there 

are apartments but miserably furnished; it however 
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contains a few good paintings, but its most valuable 
appendage, is the royal stud, consisting of about two 
hundred and sixty horses, with an establishment of 
forty-six keepers. The superintendent was parti¬ 
cularly civil. Although it lies a little out of the 
high-road, we were amply repaid for the detour 
we were obliged to make in visiting it. 

Long before the town could be perceived, we 
were gratified with a sight of the steeple of Wes¬ 
terns, which is tllC highest in the kingdom. The 
cathedral contains a number of curious monuments, 
principally those of the bishops ; but that which 
excites most interest is the tomb of King Eric XIV. 
whose history, and the cruelties practised upon him 
by his brother, after he had succeeded in deposing 
him, are well related by Coxc. The town carries 
on a considerable trade with Stockholm, and by 
means of its situation upon the Malaren, transports 
annually to the capital the productions of all the 
neighbouring mines. 

After leaving Westeras, we passed through a 
flat, and, in many places, rocky country, with very 
little wood ; and as the crops were off, and the land 
just ploughed, the appearance was very mournful. 
At Nyquarn we observed the Duke of Devonshire’s 
name written on the box placed for receiving cha¬ 
ritable donations, from which we concluded that 
his Grace had contributed liberally. These boxes 
are of frequent occurrence, and have generally a 
small shed placed over them, and beneath the shed 
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a picture representing the figure of a mendicant, 
in the attitude of supplicating alms. The honesty 
of the Swede is quite proverbial; and it is said that 
these boxes are never plundered, and, indeed, that 
the crime of robbery of any description is almost 
unknown in the country. 

Upon mounting a hill we remarked a very fine 
tumulus, the first we had seen since leaving Den¬ 
mark. The same flat country continued to Enkop- 
ing, a miserable town, where we arrived at six 
o’clock. The church stands upon a hill, from 
whence nothing but a flat country in every direc¬ 
tion can be discovered. The windmills, as at Carl- 
scrona, have lath sails. 

We left Enkoping at six o’clock, on the 23rd. 
It was a most beautifiil morning ; indeed, we have 
had nothing but the most delightful weather since 
our arrival in Sweden, or, I may say with equal 
truth, since our leaving England. We occasion¬ 
ally skirted the Malarcn, of which we had some 
beautiful views, and saw two or three good houses, 
particularly one belonging to a Mr. Smeaton, a 
Scotchman, with the grounds in excellent order. 
At a bridge thrown across a small lake there is an 
obelisk, to commemorate its having been built by a 
certain count. These obelisks are invariably erected 
wherever the slightest benefit has been conferred 
on the public. 

Although I have not before noticed it, we have 
frequently passed land cultivated by soldiers ; their 
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houses are uniform, and their names, regiment, and 
company, are marked on them: they have a neat 
garden railed in, and the whole is termed a bostillar. 
When called upon service, their neighbours are 
obliged to cultivate the land for them, and assist 
their wives and children. Near Westerns, and in 
the neighbourhood of Stockholm, the tobacco plant 
is a good deal cultivated. At Barkarby, the last 
stage before arriving at the capital, the for child, 
was waiting for us, and we intended to relieve his 
box of the log it had brought from Gotheborg, and 
this in as secret a way as possible, that the trick we 
had played might not he discovered; but women in 
Sweden, equally with those in other countries, are 
endowed with curiosity, and we found it impossible 
to elude that of the post-master’s wife, who ap¬ 
peared much struck with the singular contents of 
our box, and to be lost in admiration, when wc told 
her it came from England, but that, as a particular 
favour, we would give it to her, which we did, and 
wrote a memorandum on it, when she deposited 
it in her sanctum sanctorum. 

In a former letter, I mentioned that we had been 
told, that, on the high road to Stockholm, there 
was no occasion for a forebud, as horses were always 
ready at the post-houses. Since leaving Enkoping, 
we have found this to he the case; and the regula¬ 
tion produces a very demoralizing effect, for, if the 
horses are not wanted, the drivers remain four and 
twenty hours in idleness, drinking and gambling: 
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at Tibbie we witnessed a disgraceful scene of that 
description. 

The being obliged to provide horses for the post, 
is considered a very great hardship by the farmers, 
particularly during harvest; as those days on which 
it is their turn to provide them, should the horses 
even not be required, their labour is lost, for they 
cannot be sent far from the house, and if they do 
work in its vicinity, and they should be wanted for 
posting, the poor animals are of course injured by 
the additional or double labour. Added to this, the 
recompense is by no means adequate, as you may 
suppose, when I tell you, that with three horses, and 
sometimes as many drivers, we have travelled at the 
rate of sixpence an English mile. 

As we approached the capital, the roads became 
rather cut up from the traffic; but in general, 
throughout Sweden, they are like the walks of a 
gentleman’s park ; the surface being fine gravel, 
but where it is procured from I cannot tell, as we 
have not anywhere observed a gravel pit. 

The following is the manner in which the roads 
are made : a trench is dug on each side, and then 
layers of branches of trees and earth are placed 
alternately, till a proper height is obtained, when 
the whole is staked up, and covered with gravel; it 
is then marked off at proper distances, with 'the 
names of the farmers who are to keep it in order, 
and a surveyor frequently attends to see they do 
not neglect their portions. It was very seldom we 
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met any part the least out of repair; but, as Reichard 
observes, there are some sandy ones, as we experi¬ 
enced when our carriage was upset, which verified 
the truth of his observation, that, “ The beautiful 
roads are most agreeable for travelling in Sweden ; 
those in England are not everywhere so well kept, 
and the care which the Swedes take of them is 
more general even to the cross-roads. There are 
some few sandy ones, which, in truth, are not better 
than similar ones in other countries. On the beau¬ 
tiful high roads which I have described, one can 
travel in every kind of carriage.” 

But the following remark of Van Buch is not 
equally correct, for we were always obliged to pay 
the uttermost farthing. “ On nc m’a jamais de- 
mande d’argent pour le passage, exeepte sur des 
ponts considerables. On nous fit passer une riviere 
sans nous demander le moindre paiement.” 

Stockholm is exceedingly badly off for hotels, 
there being only a French one, besides the London, 
at which we are lodged. We therefore consider 
ourselves particularly fortunate, both in point of 
comfort and situation. With respect to the latter, 
this hotel is not to be surpassed in any city, being 
on the quay of the Riddcrholm, commanding a view 
of the Skeppsholm or admiralty, and the extensive 
harbour, filled with merchant vessels and boats, 
presenting a pleasing scene of bustle and commer¬ 
cial activity, an agreeable contrast with the dull 
monotony of the Danish capital, over which it has 
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in every respect, a most decided advantage, at least 
as far as externals can be judged of. But we are 
just going to deliver some letters, and you shall in 
due time hear an opinion founded upon further ex¬ 
perience. 



138 


LETTER VII. 

Stockholm, Booksellers, Public and Private Libraries—Shops, Streets, 
ami Squares— Shoe Market—Butchers—Palace, Opera House— 
Change of Dynasty—Interview with Bernadotte—Conflagrations 
—House of Nobles—Statues, Obelisks, Churches, Mausoleum— 
Artillery Depot—Naval and Military Academies, Barracks, Ar¬ 
senal— Flotilla, Russian Trophies, Swedish Navy — Foundling 
Hospital— Museum — Antiquities—The Mint —Dalecarlians— 
Environs of Stockholm. 


Stockholm, 6th September, 1822. 

As Dr. Clarke very justly observes, “One of the 
first things it is natural to seek for, in arriving at 
any place on the continent, is a bookseller s shop : 
but the booksellers here have no catalogues, or if 
any thing of this kind be produced, it is written 
wholly in the Swedish language ; and with regard 
to the dealers themselves, never were persons of 
their profession so little likely to recommend their 
wares as the booksellers of Stockholm. If a cus¬ 
tomer enters, they rise not from their seats to assist 
him in looking over the dusty lumber of their ware¬ 
houses, or, if they were disposed to show him this 
civility, the search would be vain, because the books 
not being bound, but lying in quires, and confu¬ 
sedly mixed together, can only be regarded as so 
many reams of paper in a stationer’s shop.” This 
is so decidedly the case, and their collections are so 
poor, that we have not been able to find any one 
work to assist us in our search after, or examination 
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of, the many objects of curiosity with which this 
romantic city abounds. Wc have, therefore, not 
been able to proceed systematically, but have been 
obliged to examine things as they have presented 
themselves, or as our attention may have been 
directed to them, by some intelligent person whom 
we have met in society. It is true, the royal li¬ 
brary is extensive, but no Danish liberality belongs 
to its establishment; a liberality, the want of which 
we have doubly felt, during our abode in darkness 
here. This darkness, however, has been consider¬ 
ably relieved within these few days, by the ac¬ 
quaintance of General Sckutclan, the Russian am¬ 
bassador, and by the use of his library, which is 
said to rival, in the choice and number of works, 
that of any private individual in Europe. 

With equal truth, it may be said, like a great 
leviathan, to have swallowed all the private lite* 
rature of the kingdom, for we cannot hear of any 
other which deserves the name of a library or even 
of a collection. 

The general has also a very valuable gallery of 
paintings. He is extremely liberal and hospitable 
to every person introduced to him. We were in¬ 
debted to Mr. Roell, the Dutch Secretary of Le¬ 
gation, for our introduction, when he made us 
every offer of civility; and we passed an extremely 
pleasant day at his country-seat, called Ulricsdal. 

The remark of the indifference of the booksellers 
to their customers, and the paucity of goods in 
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their shops, is equally applicable to all other 
tradesmen. The shops are shut during that part of 
the day which we wished to dedicate to shopping. 
At two o’clock the shop-keepers dine, and will not 
attend to customers, and afterwards they go to 
sleep; added to which, they have no variety of 
articles, so that, perhaps, you are obliged to search 
twenty shops for a few things, which in England 
you would be sure to find in one, or that the 
tradesman would make a point of procuring for 
you. The shops are invariably upon the ground 
floor, while different families occupy separate sto¬ 
ries above, and of which there are usually three. 
A visit to the shoe bazaar will amply repay you for 
your trouble. The quantity of boots and shoes 
exposed for sale is quite extraordinary. Not. a 
male vendor is to be seen; the whole business 
being conducted by females, who are very Jews in 
principle: the difference between the price they 
ask, and that which they afterwards take, is beyond 
belief. An article in common use during the snow 
season struck us forcibly; I allude to the goloshes: 
so general is the use of them, that it is said, “ No 
man corner to Sweden without learning to drink 
snaps, and wear goloshes.” 

The butchers of this capital, are a peculiar race, 
there being amongst them some of the stoutest and 
most unwieldy men I ever saw: one man was a 
perfect Lambert in bulk. In England, I have fre¬ 
quently been strfick by the beauty of butcher’s wives 
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and daughters, and concluded, there was some¬ 
thing favourable to tlicir complexions in the exhala¬ 
tions from the meat; but as this remark respecting 
beauty, does not apply to the wives and daughters 
of the butchers here, I fear my theory must be fal¬ 
lacious. 

The streets are of considerable length, but with¬ 
out a foot pavement: the houses are usually of 
brick, white-washed, or stuccoed. The city being 
built upon an infinity of islands, there arc lew 
squares; the principal one is that called Nordumalm, 
from which may be seen nearly all the most striking 
buildings, and the coup (Tail is magnificent. One 
entire side is formed by the royal palace, commu¬ 
nicating with a handsome granite bridge ; another is 
occupied by the opera-house, where Gustavus III. 
was assassinated; opposite to it is the palace of 
the Princess Albertina. The style of architecture 
of these edifices is Corinthian : spacious and hand¬ 
some dwelling-houses occupy the remaining side. 
In the centre is placed an equestrian statue in 
gilded bronze, of Gustavus Adolphus, a work of 
considerable merit. 

The royal palace, built of brick, faced with 
stucco, is in a good style of architecture, and may 
be considered a handsome modern building; it is 
so situated as to form a striking object from every 
quarter of the city. 

The enhance court is semi-circular, but the 
carriages of the royal family alone have the pri- 
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vilege of entry; and, as the piazzas are open, 
without affording any shelter, all other persons 
coming to court are exposed to the inclemency of 
the weather while alighting, an incpnvenience much 
complained of. 

The facade next the sea is three hundred and 
sixty-four feet in length; there is a profusion of 
Doric columns, caryatides, and Corinthian pilasters, 
which has an imposing effect. 

A small court before one of the fronts of the 
palace, serves as a terrace of communication be¬ 
tween two pavilions; it was intended to form a 
parterre. A handsome, marble balustrade runs along 
the quay and the flight of steps, on each side of 
which is placed a large lion in bronze. 

The lower part of the pavilions was intended for 
an orangery, but it long lay neglected, or converted 
to other purposes ; however, a number of workmen 
are at this moment employed, to prepare it for its 
original destination, and it bids fair, when com¬ 
plete, to be very ornamental. 

A very handsome chapel forms part of the pa¬ 
lace. It is surrounded by a gallery, with a very 
magnificent marble staircase. It may be said, that 
the stairs at Stockholm are in general beautiful, 
being of fine flag-stone, and the banisters fre¬ 
quently faced or railed with marble. La Salle de 
Cornell and la Salle d’Audience are both large, and 
are the only rooms that can be called well fur¬ 
nished. They contain some good paintings, sculp- 
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ture, and vases of native porphyry; the sculpture 
is principally by Sergell, and there are one or two 
good pieces by Bystram, a very promising native 
artist. 

The second story consists of state apartments, 
one of which contains several articles that were 
used by Gustavus Vasa. Another is remarkable 
for containing portraits of five persons intimately 
connected with the placing of the present family on 
the throne. Charles XIII., holding the act of the 
adoption of Bernadotte, is placed in the centre, 
with the speakers of the four orders on cither side: 
the nobles and burghers are on bis right, and the 
clergy and peasants on his left. They arc drawn 
in their senatorial robes, and are supposed to be 
giving the consent of the different orders to the act 
of adoption. 

There is also a large historical painting, repre¬ 
senting a review of the army by Charles XIII. ; 
his present majesty, then crown prince, command¬ 
ing, and saluting the king, .who is surrounded by 
Prince Oscar and the principal characters of the 
day; and as they are all drawn from life, and are 
good likenesses, the piece becomes valuable. The 
crown prince’s apartments are small; nor did we 
see any thing remarkable in them, except a horn 
mounted in silver, presented to him by the students 
of Upsala upon his leaving the university. 

As we are upon the subject of the present royal 
family, perhaps it will be as well to give some 
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account of tlic manner in which Bernadotte became 
crown prince, you will then be better able to ap¬ 
preciate his very flattering conduct to us upon our 
late introduction. 

My narrative is very similar to what has already 
appeared before the public, and I give it to you, 
solely, because of the very high and authentic 
source from which I have derived the facts, having 
received them from a Swedish ofliccr ot rank, who 
took a prominent part in this memorable change 
of dynasty. 

Charles XIII. being without issue, or hope of 
having any. Prince Augustenberg was elected 
crown prince, which had hardly taken place before 
lie departed this life so suddenly, that suspicions of 
violence were entertained against „uc secret friends 
of the ex-king. However, as ■. succession could 
not remain doubtful without exciting hopes of re¬ 
turn in the family of the unjustly-deposed monarch, 
a Diet was assembled at Orebro, in order to com¬ 
pletely crush any such expectation. The condition 
of Sweden required that the choice should fall on a 
inan of strong, military talents, which, at that time, 
were supposed to be exclusively possessed by French 
officers. Such an undue importance had they ob¬ 
tained, in consequence of the revolutionary success 
of France, that none were found bold enough to 
dispute the palm with them; the Diet therefore di¬ 
rected their views towards that country, and were 
not long in fixing upon Bernadotte. He had con- 
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ducted himself with unusual moderation in the north 
of Germany, and particularly at Hamburg. He 
had also some opportunities of showing kindness to 
Swedish officers, who, in return, availed themselves 
of every means of disposing the minds of the people 
to his nomination, should he accept, or rather should 
Buonaparte consent to his accepting, the offer 
which some Swedes were directed to make to him. 
He was living at Paris unemployed, his imperial 
master having taken umbrage at some part of his 
conduct, during the war of 1809 with Austria. 

Buonaparte gave a reluctant, consent, and the 
election took place in Bernadotte’s favour, though 
not without a great deal of intrigue, as the Prince 
Royal of Denmark had a strong party that wished 
to elevate him to the succession, notwithstanding 
the animosity usually existing between the two 
countries. Bcrnadotte hastened to take leave of 
Buonaparte, who wished him to give a pledge that 
Sweden should join the continental system, esta¬ 
blished for the destruction of England ; but this he 
adroitly evaded, and lost no time in repairing to this 
country. Hardly had he arrived in Sweden before 
Buonaparte revoked his permission, and ordered his 
recall; but Bernadotte persevered in his ambitious 
course. Having abjured his religion and his coun¬ 
try, he was received into the bosom of the Swedish 
church (which is pure Lutheran), and into the arms 
of the nation. He was adopted as the son of the 
king, and finally installed into the office of crown 

Voi.. 1. 1, 
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prince, and commander-in-chief of the sea and land 
forces of the kingdom. Nor was it long before he 
was called to assume sovereign authority in conse¬ 
quence of the illness of the king; however, he acted 
as a man of honour, and readily resigned the regal 
power, when the monarch became sufficiently reco¬ 
vered to resume it. 

When once firmly seated, as it ostensibly ap¬ 
peared, by the unanimous wish of the people, his 
dignity and legitimacy were immediately recognised 
by all the powers of Europe, not even excepting 
France and Russia. Gaining the consent of the 
latter power was a great point. The ex-king of 
Sweden and the emperor of Russia having married 
sisters, it was supposed that the latter might have 
hesitated to guarantee the succession of the new 
dynasty; but the urgency of affairs during the inva¬ 
sion of Russia by France, caused all the scruples to 
vanish, and a personal conference between the prince 
and the emperor at Abo, removed all doubt as to the 
sanction of Russia. 

Since the elevation of Bemadotte his conduct has 
been that of a wise statesman and good prince; and 
I firmly believe that he reigns in the hearts of his 
subjects ; so much so, that, as long as he lives, I do 
not think there is the slightest chance of the throne 
being attacked. I am not, however, so confident 
°f his son ’ 8 f l uietl y succeeding him. A strong pre¬ 
possession in favour of the son of the ex-king ren¬ 
ders him a formidable rival, but it is whispered that, 
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should Oscar have a son by the marriage which is 
on the point of taking place, his majesty intends to 
abdicate in favour of the crown prince, so a9 to 
secure bis accession, and the support of himself 
and adherents. 

We, of course, wished to be presented to a man 
who had had such an extraordinary rise in the world, 
and of whom there are so many conflicting opinions. 
Mr. St. George being only charge d'affaires could 
not introduce us, but referred us to Count Enges- 
trom, the secretary of state, upon whom we waited, 
and the next evening at nine o’clock we received 
the following note from him :— 

“ Le ministre d’etat et dcs affaires etrangdres a 
I’honncur de prevenir Messieurs les Capitaines 
Jones, qu’il a port£ 4 la connoissancc du roi, leur 
demande de lui 6tre prfesentes, et e’est par ordre 
expr£s de sa majesty, quo le ministre d’etat est 
charg^ d’annonccr a M.M., qu’elle sera charm6e de 
les recevoir en audience particuliere demaiu, jeudi, 
le 29 du courant, k 1’heurc de l’apres midi. 

“ Le ministre d’etat profite de cette occasion de 
renouveller k M.M. les assurances de sa considera¬ 
tion tr&s distingu6e. 

“ Stockholm, le 28 Ao&t, 1822 .” 

The next day, when nearly ready to step into our 
carriage in order to proceed to the palace, a state 
messenger appeared with the following note, which, 
before reading, we concluded was to say, that some 
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thing prevented the introduction, little anticipating 
such attention on the part of his majesty, in order to 
save our waiting attendance for even half an hour! 

“ Le ministre d’dtat et des affaires ctrang&res 
s'emprcssc d’avoir l’lionnenr d’annoncer a M.M. les 
Capitaincs, par ordre exprds du roi, quc sa inajeste 
ne ponrra les recevoir aujourd’hui en audience par- 
ticuli&re, qu’a l’hcure et demie de l’apres midi, ct 
saisit eette occasion de renouvellcr, §rc. $-c.” 

We arrived at the palace at the appointed time, 
by what is called the prince’s side, and ascended the 
stairs without meeting anybody; but at length 
perceived a servant dressed in blue and silver, with 
the king’s cipher, who desired us to enter a room 
in which we found some officers, who showed us 
into the council chamber, where all the great officers 
of state were assembled, and, amongst others, Ad¬ 
miral Stienbrock, highly decorated. They con¬ 
versed with us till a chamberlain came and con¬ 
ducted us into the presence-chamber, a long gallery 
ornamented with paintings and sculpture, in which 
he left us. Three gentlemen in plain clothes were 
at the upper end. His majesty shortly appeared, 
and cor :ersed with them for five minutes, tvhen 
they retired, and he came up to us, no other person 
being present, and addressed the following ques¬ 
tions to me My name ? profession ? if I had 
served in the West Indies, Mediterranean, and 
Baltic ? He then turned to my brother, and upon 
finding he belonged to the Engineers, expressed 
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surprise at his uniform being red as all other na¬ 
tions wore blue, but said it was rich and handsome. 
When informed that ours had been altered during 
the peninsular war, he said, “ perhaps the altera¬ 
tion was wise, as blue made them conspicuous, and 
their duties often led them to be exposed when re¬ 
connoitring, and when attached to the general’s 
staff.” His majesty then observed that he had just 
received la nouvelle faclieuse of the death of the Mar¬ 
quis of Londonderry, and indulged in a long pane¬ 
gyric upon his character, particularly his calmness 
in debate, and greatness of mind in having earried 
England to an unprecedented pitch of glory and 
power, but of which, perhaps, he had not, at the 
final arrangement of Europe, taken sufficient ad¬ 
vantage. He said he did not mean to compare him 
to Pitt, but still he was a very great man, and he 
believed must be respected and regretted by all par¬ 
ties : as to himself, he felt particularly for his death, 
having had much cause to respect him. He also 
added, that he was happy to inform us, that our 
sovereign was in excellent health and spirits when 
he embarked for Scotland. He then asked how 
long we had been in Sweden, and when informed, 
said we must have had an opportunity of observing 
the happy state of the country; that the road 
proved it, for we had not seen a gendarme during 
our progress; “ No,” said he, "there are none ex¬ 
cept an officer here and there, merely as a rallying 
point in case of any private quarrel; if there was a 
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fight, this officer would go and call upon some of 
the people in the crowd by name, or by pointing at 
them, and they would assist him with good will. 
These officers are like your constables with staves, 
but perhaps not so well paid ” He then continued:— 
“ The conscription is called out in the same quiet 
way, being merely summoned in the churches. 
There are no tax-gatherers ; the time for payment 
of a tax is notified, and the taxes are brought in, 
which saves a great deal in collecting. But in Swe¬ 
den they are less taxed than anywhere else; it is 
a poor but contented country. In Holland they 
pay eighteen parts of one hundred; in Prussia 
thirteen ; in Denmark twelve. I have calculated 
the contributions, and find that here they pay only 
five; perhaps, of all countries, England pays the 
most; but there arc your excise and customs which 
I confess I do not understand, but yours is a rich 
country. We are poor, having only wood and iron, 
and very little silver; the veins in Norway are nearly 
exhausted, as rich ones, though, according to a re¬ 
port made to me, they will go on for five centuries, 
which is for ever for a nation. In iron we are 
abundant; there is one very rich mine which is a 
mass of iron; there is no occasion to snbeavate, 
they can work from the exterior : this will last fif¬ 
teen centuries, which is for ever. But silver is 
scarce, the government will not work the mines 
and individuals are not rich enough. It is in Eng¬ 
land that genius soars in mechanism and enterprise. 



STOCKHOLM. 


151 


“ You have observed liberty and contentment as 
you came along; the people’s morals are good, they 
are naturally good, which is every thing, and co¬ 
ercion is not necessary. I feel happy to be called 
to reign over so moral a people. 

“ I am sorry I am going out of town to-day, as I 
should have been happy to have seen more of you. 
I shall be back on Monday, when I hope to see you 
at a small place, near Stockholm, where I cultivate 
flowers; I am fond of it, it is merely a cabin, it 
amuses those who are fond of flowers, and affords 
a pleasant odour to those who are not fond of cul¬ 
tivating them. 

“ Eh bien, messieurs, adieu ! I shall see you at 
dinner when I come back about Monday.” 

He then retired. The whole was delivered in a 
very animated manner, and he listened with atten¬ 
tion to our observations. His majesty is about five 
feet ten, of a dark complexion, with an aquiline 
nose, and extremely sharp piercing eyes, his whole 
countenance bespeaking great penetration: although 
upwards of sixty years of age his hair is abundant 
and jet black. He was dressed in a blue uniform, 
with his epaulettes and several orders, with a red 
cross in common cloth: all the great officers of 
state had also the latter decoration, besides their 
stars. Count Engestrom said, he hoped to see us 
at Drottningholm. It is delightful to see the confi¬ 
dence the king appears to have in his subjects; 
every description of person may pass through the 
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palace, and even mount the stairs, and instead of 
being interrupted, the great difficulty is to find 
somebody to point out the proper doors for entering 
the apartments. 

As we have not been commanded to dine, his 
majesty has either forgotten the promise, or, which 
is more probable, has been reminded of the court 
etiquette, which prevents any body under the rank 
of colonel being admitted to the royal table ; and 
therefore not wishing to make a distinction between 
me and my brother, he has omitted us both. 

Prince Oscar, who is said to be a very promising 
young mail, is absent on a visit to the King of Ba¬ 
varia, whose grand-daughter, by the late Viceroy of 
Italy, Beauharnois, he is about to marry. As the 
Queen of Sweden resides in France, his majesty 
has little difficulty in keeping all the ladies of con¬ 
sequence in good humour, by those attentions 
which cost nothing, and are always agreeable. It 
is said that the sister of Countess B-is the ac¬ 

knowledged favourite, and, as such, has apartments 
in the'palace. His majesty, as a proof that he com¬ 
pletely identifies himself with the kingdom, has laid 
out the greater part of his private property in land, 
which is farmed on his own account, under the di¬ 
rection of an Englishman. The day we left Gothc- 
borg, cheese from one of these farms was, for the 
first time, sold publicly in the market, as the private 
property of the king. 

The Swedes are extremely jealous of innovation. 
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and it was debated in the last Diet, whether his ma¬ 
jesty ought to be allowed to hold so much private 
property, as it might render him too independent 
of the public revenue. The case was, however, de¬ 
cided in the affirmative. I think it is one of the 
strongest pledges he can give of his determination 
to live and die a Swede, and leave a Swedish inhe¬ 
ritance to his son. 

On the 30tli, about two o’clock in the morning, 

I was abruptly awakened by my brother’s demand¬ 
ing if I did not hear the alarm of fire which had 
just been given. The alarm consisted of two guns 
fired from the Admiralty opposite to us, drums 
beating, bells ringing, $-c , of all which I was quite 
unconscious, but immediately got up, and found 
many people going to the spot and almost as many 
returning. The guards were assembling under 
arms round the palace, the church bells were tolling, 
and each church tower had a light displayed to 
point out the direction of the fire. 

Several carts containing a cask of about sixty 
gallons of water, were era route, but there was 
not the slightest bustle or hurry; indeed, so little 
was there of either, that I began to think all was 
over. However, I determined to follow the water- 
carts, and when about two-thirds up the main street, 
a most magnificent spectacle burst upon me. A 
house was in full blaze at the bottom of the street 
across a bridge, with the flames reflected from the 
water: the streets and bridge were lined with sol- 
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diers and citizens ; there were an amazing number 
of fire-engines, with flags displayed ; but above all, 
a most heavenly night heightened the grandeur of 
the scene. The Great and Little Bears, with all the 
other visible constellations, were shining brilliantly; 
but their splendour was nothing compared to the 
planets Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, and Venus, which 
were seen, together with our own satellite, in their 
full lustre ; perhaps it is impossible to imagine any 
thing more majestically sublime, or better calcu¬ 
lated to call forth the finest feelings, from a heart 
gifted with the slightest enthusiasm. 

Order was admirably preserved, and I worked 
my way through the crowd without difficulty, as 
far as the bridge, where I was stopt by a soldier, 
who demanded if I had a ticket, or was provided 
with a leathern apron : not having either I was not 
allowed to approach the fire, hut I had an admirable 
position for viewing the whole scene. 

The house was nearly isolated, with a river run- 
ning just before it; yet, strange to say, they had 
got only three engines in play, and those were very 
feeble, for they did not make the slightest impres¬ 
sion upon the fire, although accurately directed by 
men who fearlessly approached the flames. Others 
had fire-hooks, with which they occasionally suc¬ 
ceeded in detaching large masses of burning mate¬ 
rials, which fell with a terrible crash. The engines 
were supplied by the small carts, which went regu¬ 
larly backwards and forwards in line. At length 
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a powerful engine came by water, and the flames 
were got under, though more by having nearly 
destroyed the building, than by the effects of the 
engines, or by any exertions of the men. I never saw 
engines less, or regulations more effective. The 
distribution of the soldiers and populace was such 
as to afford every assistance and prevent confusion: 
every person appeared to know what was expected 
of him. A number of people were collected on 
the adjoining hills and houses as mere spectators. 
The cavalry were patrolling, whilst the infantry 
lined the streets. The musicians and drummers 
were amusing themselves, and the officers were 
conversing in groups. The constables with staves 
were keeping order. The engines were at work, 
the drivers and firemen having leathern frocks and 
large hats, or others with ribands round their 
arms or marks on their breasts ; the latter particu¬ 
larly distinguishing the chimney sweepers. Men 
were stationed with axes and fire-hooks, and the 
whole was conducted with the most astonishing 
regularity and silence, as if it were merely a re¬ 
hearsal. 

The governor and his staff were on the alert; he 
is obliged to be present at every fire, and the king, 
when in town, is expected to attend. 

It is surprising that with such frequency of con¬ 
flagration, better engines are not provided. Last 
June a fire broke out and nearly destroyed one 
quarter of the city ; singular to say, it burnt two- 
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thirds of a floating bridge, and but for the personal 
exertions of the king, would have communicated 
to a magazine of powder, situated on the island to 
which the bridge is attached. It is said, that, on 
that occasion, a general deficiency of conduct was 
detected. 

A fire having happened at Nykoping a little be¬ 
fore, and which proved very destructive in conse¬ 
quence of the engines being imperfect, a strong 
order was issued (worthy of our sister kingdom), 
inflicting heavy penalties upon the magistrates, if 
they did not see the engines in good order three 
days before any fire should break out. 

The House of Nobles, in the great square, near 
Bcdderhohn (the Knight’s Island), is a handsome, 
brick edifice, with a very fine staircase. The hall 
in which the nobles assemble is handsome hut plain, 
with no other ornaments than the coats of arms of 
the nobility on the wall. The most ancient of these 
were at the upper end ; hut none were anterior to 
1569, when it appears the order was first created 
by Eric XIV. The outside is ornamented with 
figures, :>me of which are gilt, and above the door 
is the following inscription:— 

Palatium ordinis Equestris. 

Consilio atque Sapientid, Claris Majorum Exemplis, Animis et 
Felicibus 
Armis, 

Arte, 

et 

Marti! 
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In the square facing the palace is a pedestrian 
statue of Gustavus Vasa in bronze, representing 
him in long senatorial robes, crowned with laurel, 
bearing the sceptre in his right hand, and a sword 
by his side. Although there is an extraordinary 
melange of costume, the whole has considerable 
merit. It bears the inscription :— 

Gustavo Erici Patriae Libertatis, Xlcligionis Vindici, ex Nobili 
cive optimo Regi post bina Seeula posuit ordo Equestris. 

Stockholm may he said to abound in statues and 
obelisks. Of the latter, at the south-west entrance 
of the palace, there is a very beautiful one in gra¬ 
nite, to commemorate the fidelity of the citizens, 
as the following inscription purports :— 

Gustavus III. Civium Stockholinensium fidem flagrante bello 
probatam posteris tradi voluit restitute pace 1790, Gusta- 
vus IV. Adolphus tradidit 1797. Gustaf. III. Beslot ofter 
Atervannen fred. 1790, Gustaf. IV. Adolph, uppreste 1797, 
detta minne af Stockholras Uorgerskaps trohet oct nit under 
kriget. 

Facing it, and on the quay, is a pedestrian statue 
of Gustavus III. representing him with a rudder 
by his side, an olive branch in his right hand, and 
a crown of laurel in his left ; the pedestal is of gra¬ 
nite and hears the inscription :— 

At Konung Gustaf HI. Lagstiftare Segurinnare Fredens 4ter- 
stallare af Stockholms Borgerskap 1790. 

In the square of the arsenal there is a statue of 
Charles XIII., with the insignia of a naval officer. 

The churches, as public edifices, are not remark¬ 
able. Riddcrholm church, though far from hand- 
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some, is worthy of notice, it being the burying 
place of not only the kings of Sweden, but of the 
knights of the Order of the Seraphim. The sta¬ 
tutes of the order arc also kept iu it, locked up in 
a small trunk. The arms of the deceased knights, 
with the trophies gained by them, are neatly 
arranged, and those of Napoleon and Blucher, 
although violently opposed through life, are, from 
their having died nearly about the same time, placed 
by the side of each other. The most conspicuous 
tombs are those of Gustavus II., killed at the battle 
of Lutzen, in 1632, and of Charles XII. The 
latter is represented with the club and lion’s skin, in 
gilt bronze, on a black marble coffin ; their armour, 
and all the banners taken by each, are hung over 
their arms. 

Several of the nobility and great generals have 
also been buried here. But the only painting to be 
seen, except the altar-piece, is a portrait of the 
great Baner, bom in 1601. 

No service is now performed in this church, it 
being merely a mausoleum for the royal family. 

The church of St. Catharine is the highest in the 
city, and from the top of the tower the view is most 
extensive and magnificent. In order to gain a cor¬ 
rect notion of the situation of Stockholm, a visit 
ought to be paid to it as soon after arrival as pos¬ 
sible : just before sun-set is the best time. 

The exchange is a fine, handsome building, in the 
market-place near the palace, and, during the ex- 
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change hour, presents a scene of considerable acti¬ 
vity : it contains some good busts, and before it is a 
fountain something similar to that of the Innocents 
Jit Paris; but instead of the water flowing freely, it 
requires some hard pumping to procure even a feeble 
stream. The large wheels for drawing the lottery 
tickets are kept in the exchange, but the drawing 
takes place publicly in the square. 

The arsenal is composed of two wings forming 
right angles with the body of the building, and each 
having twenty-nine windows in front, and only four 
on the sides. Over the door it bears this inscrip¬ 
tion :— 

“ Transmit to your children, that which your forefathers trans¬ 
mitted to yon.” 

Why this building is termed the arsenal it is dif¬ 
ficult to say, as it does not contain any military 
stores, but merely the armour of some of the kings 
of Sweden, and their trophies, and horses stuffed. 
The most curious articles I saw were the dresses of 
Charles XII. and Charles XIII.; that of the for¬ 
mer is extremely coarse, except the gloves: the 
blood on the right hand glove shows that he applied 
his hand to the wound as well as to the sword. 

The dress of Charles XIII. is the same which 
he wore in battle, when commanding the Swedish 
fleet against the Russians. It consists of a round 
jacket and trowsers, with gold wings, and a round 
hat, with.a black feather. 

There are some curious, old muskets, pistols, 
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swords, and other weapons, and some rich coro¬ 
nation caparisons for horses, with the horse rode 
by Gustavos Adolphus, at the battle of Lutzen, 
carefully stuffed. There are many standards cap¬ 
tured from the enemy, particularly a large Norwe¬ 
gian standard, taken by the present king, in 1814, 
when lie conquered Norway, or, as the Norwegians 
say, when they were conquered by the united powers 
of Europe. 

The artillery depot consists of three buildings, 
three stories in height, which are pretty well filled. 
There are three field batteries of six and eight 
pounders, in good order, but the appointments ap¬ 
peared heavy : the Swedish artillery is said to excel 
in the field. 

We saw two well-contrived carriages for trans¬ 
porting mortars, which, being placed underneath 
and slung, are easilyraised off the ground, by two 
men, using a winch purchase. 

There are some brass guns of three barrels, used 
by Charles XII. and others en traineaux, which he 
used during his severe winter campaigns, for all 
seasons were alike to his martial genius. 

A long, brass, Polish piece excites a good deal of 
attention; the ornaments are in the shape of small 
cord twisted, and as it is split in many places, 
nearly its whole length, the cord has the appear¬ 
ance of a woolding to secure it. At Mariebcrg, 
about two miles from the city, there is a school for 
the officers of artillery, which has nothing but its 
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situation to recommend it. Prince Oscar, as Grand 
Maitre dc I'Artillerie, sometimes inspects it, and 
there are two rooms fitted up for his accommo¬ 
dation. 

But the naval and military academy at Cailsherg, 
about the same distance from the city, is, in every 
respect, worthy of the services for which it is insti¬ 
tuted. It contains about one hundred and fifty 
pupils, from thirteen to twenty-one years of age. 
The system of education, and the attention which 
is paid to their morals, as well as to the instilling 
of an esprit de corps into their youthful minds, are 
highly deserving of commendation. The situation 
is romantically beautiful, and in every respect cal¬ 
culated lor the intended purpose. I never visited 
an establishment which displayed a greater degree 
of health and contentment, combined with intel¬ 
ligence. 

The cavalry barracks are in better order than any 
I have met with, even in England. There arc 
twelve men in each room, with what, to our dis¬ 
grace, our soldiers have not, i. e. single beds. At 
the head of each bed, their appointments are ar¬ 
ranged with a peculiar degree of taste. We were 
much pleased with all we saw, and as we dropped 
in by accident, there could not have been any pre¬ 
paration to receive, or rather, to deceive us. 

The cavalry of the guard are superb troops, 
beautifully mounted and equipped : indeed, all the 
imbodied troops are fine men, well clothed, and 

Voi.. r. M 
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have a soldier-like appearance. In case of war, 
fifty thousand can be brought to the field. 

The naval arsenal is very well situated on the 
Ammiralitds Holmen. It is entirely appropriated 
to the galley fleet, which consists of twenty galleys, 
sixty gun-boats, and fifty yawls. The first are in¬ 
tended to carry troops for a descent on an enemy’s 
coast, and arc capable of holding about two hun¬ 
dred men each, besides the crew, which consists of 
one hundred more. We were much gratified by 
going on board the Amphion, famous for having 
frequently borne the flag of the Duke of Sudcr- 
mania, when commanding the Swedish fleet against 
the Russians, and also, as the vessel in which the 
ex-king went to St. Petersburg, in order to marry 
one of the grand-daughters of Catharine. The 
Empress, however, having, in a clandestine manner, 
introduced a clause in the marriage contract, that 
militated against the national religion of Sweden, 
which the young king had sworn to maintain, he 
abruptly left her court, at the moment every thing 
was prepared for the ceremony. It is said, that 
Catharine so deeply felt cither the insult, or the 
failure of the political coup, that she never again 
held up her head. Her death is well known to 
have happened shortly afterwards: but after this 
digression, to return to the gun-boats: they are 
schooner rigged, mounting one long twenty-four 
pounder, two carronades and swivels, with a com¬ 
plement of sixty men, and drawing four feet and a 
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half water. They are classed in batteries and 
divisions; each battery consists of twelve gun-boats, 
classed in three divisions, with a bateau de cuisine. 

The yawls are of a peculiar construction, and ex¬ 
tremely ill calculated to resist the slightest rough¬ 
ness of the sea, the bows being nearly even with 
the water; the guns arc literally placed on the 
boat, which may be termed a floating carriage. 
The whole of the flotilla is in good order, and is pre¬ 
served under cover. The crews are kept at their 
Bostcllars, a part only being called on for exercise, 
during the summer, but two regiments of artillery 
are always imbodied. The armament, altogether, 
is kept in very good order, and fit for service. 

Two very large brass guns are shown, as tro¬ 
phies won from the Russians. I fear they are the 
last the Swedes arc likely to boast of, not from 
any inferiority to that power in their flotilla, but 
because, from the possession of Finland, the Rus¬ 
sians can march almost to Stockholm. 

We observed a large kind of mooring chain, 
which the Admiral told us was to be thrown across 
the harbour, to prevent the approach of an enemy’s 
large ships. It is even said, that such was the 
dread of a visit from Lord Nelson, after his me¬ 
morable attack upon Copenhagen, that one of 
these chains was actually sunk near Waxhohn, 
and has nearly rendered the passage impracticable 
for their own ships of any burden. 

The colours being hoisted on the Admiralty, and 
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the saluting battery being placed on the island, the 
appearance is very gay and imposing. 

The conduct of the Admiral and naval officers 
was such as has always distinguished them, when¬ 
ever they have had any intercourse with us, and it 
calls for our warmest acknowledgments. This es¬ 
tablishment is perfectly different from that of the 
fleet, many of the officers never having served on 
board of a square-rigged vessel. 

On Saturday, the 7th, we visited the hospital for 
orphans and foundlings. It is a considerable esta¬ 
blishment, consisting of about one hundred and 
sixty children in the house, and four hundred in 
the country; they arc admissible till the age of 
four. 

If a child be left at a door, as is sometimes the 
ease, search is made for the unnatural mother, and 
if she cannot be discovered, the infant is received 
into the hospital. We saw none under six weeks 
old, but about fifty from that to .the age of three 
months. Each nnrse has charge of two children, 
and their cradles are placed on each side of her 
bed, so that she can rock both at the same time. 
The nurses were miserably looking creatures, but 
the children were healthy and clean, swaddled in 
the oriental style, not unlike mummies. They arc 
vaccinated at an early moment after their reception 

Although the rooms, and I may add, the whole 
establishment, bad a particularly clean appearance, 
yet, for want of proper ventilation, there was an’ 



STOCKHOLM. 


105 


almost insupportable stench. I do not know if mo¬ 
rality be on the increase, or philanthropy on the 
decline ; but this establishment is said to have been 
formerly on a much more extended scale. 

They are arranging the king’s library, which oc¬ 
cupies a very long gallery in the palace, and con¬ 
sists of about sixty thousand works, and, therefore, 
it is not now open to the public ; we were, how¬ 
ever, allowed to look in, and examine the two ex¬ 
traordinary Latin manuscripts, which it contains. 
The first is so extremely large that it is called the 
Codex (Jiganteus, and is supposed to be written on 
the skin of an ass. 

It consists of forty different books stitched to¬ 
gether, each containing four sheets of sixteen pages. 
The following is a list of the different works which 
compose these two curious manuscripts as given by 
Dr. Clarke 

“The Pentateuch, the books of Joshua, Judges, 
Ruth, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, the two last 
chapters not omitted; the twelve Prophets, the book 
of Job, the two books of Kings, book of Psalms, 
in a different version from the common one, the 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Song of Solomon, the 
Wisdom of Solomon, the two books of Chronicles, 
book of Esdras, comprising the two in the Bible, 
Tobit, Esther, the two books of Maccabees, twenty 
books of the Hebrew Antiquities of Josephus. This 
translation differs in many particulars from that 
given by Genelius; but it contains the. celebrated 
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passage relative to Christ. The manuscript like¬ 
wise contains the narrative of the Jewish wars, by 
Josephus, of which the translation agrees per¬ 
fectly with that attributed to Rufin. Isidori epis- 
tola ad Bronhonern sequitur. Ejusdem etymologia 
Libri XX Isagogae Ionaicii, Johannis Alexandrini 
discipuli tegni, Galieni de physica ratione ; quatuor 
Evangelia, Acta Apostolorum, Epistolue Jacobi; 
Petri duac epistolse, D. Johannis tres epistolye.” 

The work finishes with a confession, in red 
letters on a brown ground, in which the sinner 
accuses himself of several abominable sins, with¬ 
out specifying the number, or entering into parti¬ 
culars, except indeed in the following words, “ Pec- 
cavi in fornicatione diversa cum animalibus multis 
cxcepta cana.” The volume is terminated by a 
treatise on magic, ornamented with an illuminated 
figure of the devil; and hence the MS. is fre¬ 
quently known under the title of La Bible du 
Diablo, or Codex Diaboli. 

The second manuscript is upon a vellum roll, of 
considerable length, divided into columns, and is 
entitled “ Magistri Johannis Arderum de Slewark, 
de arte plr sieali et de chirurgia, quas ego prae- 
dictus Johannes fervente (this a matter of doubt) 
pcstilentia, qua? fuit anno Domini millcsimo 
CCCXLIX. usque annum Domini MCCCCXII. 
Morem (or moram) egi apud Ncwerk, in comitatu 
Slothingui, ct ibidem quamplures de infirmitatibus 
subscripts curavi.” 
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After each drawing or representation of the pa¬ 
tient, is a description of the disease and the manner 
of cure, and under that of child-birth, is an expla¬ 
nation of the drawing. Very few disorders are 
omitted, and he even mentions one which appears 
very extraordinary, considering the epoch when the 
manuscript was written,—a disorder supposed not 
to have been known in Europe before the discovery 
of America: the following is the text, without 
the smallest alteration ; “ Pro morbo qui dicitur 

C.p.” The author then speaks of a cure 

he had performed, “ Quidam Nobilis Ducis Lan¬ 
castrian apud Agezir, (in Hispania), Historia cu¬ 
rate <1 Johanne Arderum torturan oris.” 

The first manuscript was taken by the Swedes at 
Prague, from a convent. Sanctus Benedictus being 

written in large letters in the Calendar, gives every 
reason to believe that the convent was of the order 
of St. Benedict: St. Adalbart is written in festival 
letters, hut St. Stanislaus is not there. The Visi¬ 
tation, All Soul’s Day, and the Festival of the Holy 
Sacrament, are also wanting, but both Easter and 
Whitsuntide are mentioned; a proof that the ma¬ 
nuscript was written since the institution of the 
mqveable feasts, which took place either in 1260 or 
1264. Several princes and nobles have written 
their names in this hook. 

By trophies such as these, taken by the Swedes 
during the thirty years’ war, the fruits of the vic¬ 
tories won by Gustavus Adolphus, and by Charles 
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Gnstavus, the libraries of Sweden became enriched 
as those of Germany, Prussia, and Denmark be¬ 
came impoverished. 

The museum occupies two galleries below the 
library. There are a few good paintings, but they 
arc in a very bad light; indeed, as the attendant 
observed, it rather deserved the name of a lumber- 
room than a gallery. The pictures are frequently 
removed into different rooms, according as the 
apartments are occupied by the different members 
of the royal family. 

The paintings, as well as the antiques, con¬ 
tained in these two galleries, are mostly collected 
by the protector of genius, Gustavus III, during 
his visit to Italy; but he did not neglect merit 
wherever it was to be found, and, accordingly, he 
gave every encouragement to native talent, in the 
person of Sugcl, the most celebrated sculptor of 
his day, even excelling Canova, who was then 
young. His group, as large as life, representing 
Cupid and Psyche, now in the gallery, is a chef 
(Tenure. Pysclie is represented kneeling at Cupid’s 
feet, with a poignard and lamp by her side. Both 
the figures ue naked, and every part of the group 
is strikingly beautiful. This master-piece of art 
was originally intended for Madame du Barry, but 
the death of Louis XV. put an end to her power 

and wealth, and Gustavus bought it at a handsome 
price. 

A pupil of Sugel’s, named Bystram, is at this 
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moment of great promise. M. Morino, the Spanish 
minister, who has resided thirty years at Stockholm, 
and is a liberal supporter of the fine arts, showed 
us a Venus, by this artist, of the most exquisite 
workmanship, for which he paid him one hundred 
pounds, and this, more as an encouragement than 
from any competition of purchasers, for the Swedes 
do not appear sensible of his merit, which, like 
that of the Dane mentioned in a former letter, is 
obliged to look for support to the liberality and 
taste of foreigners. 

The mint is neither extensive nor is there much 
doing at it, for specie is hardly known in Sweden. 
We found them coining a few silver dollars, said to 
he equal to those of Hamburg, hut to us they ap¬ 
peared to he much inferior in value, from the quan¬ 
tity of alloy. The stamping is performed as in 
France, by manual labour. The edge hears a cau¬ 
tion against clipping. There is a large collection 
of Swedish medals for sale. 

The society for the direction of the mines occu¬ 
pies the upper story of the mint. It contains a 
tolerably good mineralogieal cabinet, and a small 
library, comprising many English works on science, 
and an Encyclopedia Britannica. 

I would recommend you by no means to neglect 
visiting the museum of Paykull, containing a very 
rare and well-preserved collection of birds, reptiles, 
and lusu'wn naturce. 

Butterflies, scorpions, spiders, and. beetles are 
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arranged according to a system of liis own, which 
is taken from the heroes of Homer in his inimitable 
Iliad. 

Among the more remarkable preparations are 
the organa procreandi of the ostrich and rhi¬ 
noceros, besides a crocodile just peeping out of his 
shell. 

The perfect manner in which different rare and 
curious fish are preserved, particularly attracted our 
attention. Mr. l’aykull is said to have presented 
this museum to the king, but retaining to himself 
the charge and arrangement of it. 

The opera is generally very well attended; it 
possesses a moderately good orchestra, and some 
tolerable dancers. The interior is well arranged ; 
each box contains five persons. Men and women 
are indiscriminately mixed in all parts of the house, 
but the latter are, in general, by far the most nu¬ 
merous ; indeed, this remark is applicable to all 
public assemblies in Sweden. 

There is no Foyer, or saloon, but every passage 
is solitary and gloomy, fit for the deed of an Ankar- 
strom; though by-thc-by the deed ought hardly to be 
called exclusively his, for the conspirators are said to 
have been extremely numerous, and to have included 
amongst them individuals the most distinguished 
for their rank and talents. However, the assassin 
appears to have had firmness sufficient to carry all 
the ignominy to the other world with him, and, in 
return, his son has been fostered, and now holds 
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the rank of colonel, with an office of trust under 
government. We visited the spot where the exe¬ 
cution of Ankarstrom took place, which is the 
same made use of on common occasions. It is ro¬ 
mantically situated, about a mile beyond the south¬ 
west barrier: a triangular gallows is erected on the 
top of a small round build : ng. Capital punish¬ 
ments are rare in Sweden, being inflicted only for 
murder, coining, and forgery. 

There are about three hundred sail of square- 
rigged vessels belonging to Stockholm; though 
most of them are built in the neighbouring ports. 
They are generally handsome models, well built, 
and kept in neat order: indeed, many vessels are 
built on speculation for sale to foreigners, so great 
is the reputation of their ships for strength and 
durability. 

The harbour is well filled with ships of nearly 
every nation, and the quays present a scene of con¬ 
siderable activity. The imports consist chiefly of 
colonial produce, wine, hemp, hides, tallow, butter, 
herrings, and stork-fish: the exports are iron and 
tar. The latter is kept on an island at some dis¬ 
tance from the town, in order to prevent danger 
from fire. The d£p6t for the latter is at the lower 
part of the custom-house quay, and the weighing, 
measuring, and transporting the metal excite con¬ 
siderable interest on the part of a stranger. 

Near it is the floating market for vegetables, 
milk, and fish. The proprietors, chiefly females, 
remain in their respective boats, employed knitting 
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or mending their clothes, apparently unconcerned, 
till their attention is diverted from their needle¬ 
work by the demand of a customer. The vege¬ 
tables arc remarkably fine, particularly a very large 
species of white cabbage. 

The fish (chiefly fresh-water) is kept in small 
well-boats, very much down by the stern, with one 
woman placed in each. All the ferry-boats, and 
they arc numerous, are worked by females. There 
is very little variety of costume to be seen in this city, 
but now and then a company of Dalecarlians are to 
be met with, and, from their singular appearance, 
they attract much attention. They generally lodge 
in a miserable manner in one of the suburbs, and 
hold the luxuries and natives of the capital in great 
contempt; all the other Swedes believe one of their 
number to be equal in strength, prowess, and ability, 
to any two of them. Notwithstanding this feeling, 
they are often obliged, by the poverty of their dis¬ 
trict, to become menials, and in this capacity they 
arc noted for honesty and general fidelity. Their 
appearance in the streets, when in a native dress, 
is extraordinary and repulsive. The females wear 
a number of coarse garments of different colours,— 
petticoats very short, with red stockings worked 
in blue and white towards the ankle, which gives 
them the appearance of being darned with different 
coloured worsteds—leathern shoes with clumsy 
wooden soles and heels, the latter placed under the 
hollow of the foot; they are worn like slippers. 

The men arc equally strange in their dress, and 
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wear broad hats. It is extremely difficult to dis¬ 
tinguish between a man of sixty and a boy of six¬ 
teen, from outward appearance, and the same is the 
case with the females. But as we are about to visit 
Dale carl ia, we hope to become more intimately ac- 
cpiainted with these extraordinary people. Before 
we proceed, you will probably like to hear some ac¬ 
count of the romantic environs of this most roman¬ 
tically-situated capital. 

On the 14tli, at noon, we embarked in Mr. Pur- 
den’s yacht for Drottningholm, and had a very 
pretty but tedious beat up the Malaren Lake. In 
consequence of the high land in the narrows the 
wind becomes very unsteady, and renders boat-sail¬ 
ing dangerous, without the greatest possible caution 
and vigilance. 

When on the lake the city seemed a mass of 
churches, palaces, and noble buildings, apparently 
rising out of the water, while innumerable vessels 
of every description were seen sailing about, or at 
anchor, under, or rather in the midst of the very 
bouses. Added to this, its irregular, bold, shores de¬ 
nuded towards the bottom, but covered above with 
birch, alder, and oak, but principally with firs, to¬ 
gether with the numerous islands on the lake, pre¬ 
sented almost every variety of scenery. We arrived 
at Drottningholm at half after two in the afternoon, 
and landed immediately under the palace, a large 
but neglected building of two stories high, with two 
regular fronts of thirty windows each, exclusive of 
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those in the round pavilions at each end. 'I’ll ere 
arc likewise several dependent buildings, capable of 
containing one hundred and seventy persons, exclu¬ 
sive of servants. 

A large flight of steps conducts to the front next 
to the lake, and various vases and statues are ad¬ 
vantageously distributed, but a Neptune of bronze, 
between the lake and the steps, has been placed so 
as to produce a very striking effect. 

The centre of an open arcade of five arches 
forms the entrance to this front, while the other, 
towards the garden, looks on a terrace, before 
which is a spacious parterre, and in a line with the 
centre window is an alley of fine limes, which, f om 
its great length, seems so nearly to close at its t< • 
initiation, that a marble statue completely fills the 
small aperture apparently left by the trees. 

Many bronze statues and vases, trophies fro’ 
Prague, ornament the grounds. 

In the reign of Gustavus III. this palace partook 
largely of the splendour which characterized his 
reign. The sums expended in its decorations were 
enormous, and it is said that he intended it to vie 
with Versailles, but, like that palace, it is now ne¬ 
glected, and rarely honoured by a royal residence, 
being chiefly given up to the ministers and officers 
of the court. As Versailles has its Trianon, so has 
Drottningholm its Canton, both presenting a strong 
proof of the impossibility of satisfying the caprices 
of taste. In the midst of grandeur and luxury, the 
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procuring of which had nearly impoverished both 
countries, (iustavus was in the habit of seeking 
amusement and gratification in a fantastical Chinese 
temple,—the unfortunate Marie Antoinette resorted 
for comfort to a Swiss cottage,—and both fell a 
sacrifice to an enraged people: 

Here, as at Versailles, there has been an attempt 
at elaborate water-works, but they are now totally 
neglected, as well as the extensive park and garden. 

W e easily procured admittance into the palace, 
and were much struck with a broad, double stair- 
of almost black marble, ornamented with the 
nine muses. There were also Apollo and Minerva 
" r oarble, as large as life. Between the windows 
t the top of the stairs, is a centaur, in bronze, car¬ 
rying off a young girl; but the walls, with extremely 
!>•’.»; taste., are fantastically ornamented with figures 
and J '.lipane work in white, which gives the tout-cn- 
sanhle a frivolous appearance. 

The rooms in general are small, and possess an 
r * oi comfort rarely to be met with in royal pa- 

ill•?>.. 

One cabinet is filled with a variety of pictures, 
China and Chinese figures, with the first porphyry 
vase made in Sweden. 

The library is extremely handsome, and arranged 
with much taste. Although not extensive, it con¬ 
tains many valuable books and manuscripts; amongst 
the latter is one by Charles XII. when a child, in 
which he has written, " Vincere aut mori ,"—how 
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prophetic and indicative of his future character. 
There are also a variety of Etruscan vases, and an¬ 
tique and modern statues ; but the collection of 
medals is extremely valuable and extensive, consist¬ 
ing of Greek, Roman, and antique specimens of all 
descriptions, together with every thing remarkable 
in modern coinage, particularly in that of Sweden. 

There are several galleries and rooms, containing 
a variety of good and bad paintings, principally on 
military subjects. The battles of Charles X., XI., 
and XII. arc frequently to be met with. Two por¬ 
traits, executed in Mosaic, are particularly worthy 
of attention : they were presented by the pope. In 
the same apartment is a magnificent Russian stove, 
or peach, a present from the late Empress Catharine 
to the ex-king, when she wished him to marry one 
of her grand-daughters. 

The park is extensive, the gardens well laid out, 
and there are two fine bridges, the one floating, and 
and the other supported by thirty-two stone piers, 
erected in order to connect Drottningholm, or 
Queen’s Island, with the main .land. Although this 
scene of magnificence, during summer, is visited by 
thousands of persons, such is the want of enterprise 
and accommodation for the public, that had we not 
taken the precaution to bring provisions with us, 
we should have been unable to procure a dinner. 
We returned to Stockholm at ten o’clock, much 
gratified with the excursion. At about two miles 
from the city we were brought to and examined at 
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a custom-house station ; not even the smallest boats 
are allowed to pass unexamined, either by day or 
night, a proceeding excessively vexatious and an- 
noying. 

Swartsian, a castle on an island in the Malaren 
lake, two miles from Stockholm, is occupied by 
the Princess Albertina, or, as they do not hesitate 
to call her, Libertina. 

Ilaga, a small royal pavilion, about a mile from 
the north gate, is delightfully situated close to a 
lake, and surrounded by wood. It was the favourite 
residence of Gustavus III., who not only passed 
several weeks together in this place, but even some¬ 
times visited it in winter. His partiality probably 
arose from his having formed the plan of the revo¬ 
lution of 1792 in a corner of the garden, which is 
usually visited by strangers as an object of curiosity 
and interest. Just before his death he had com¬ 
menced a palace which he intended should equal in 
size that of Versailles, an undertaking far beyond 
the means of the country, and of course very pro¬ 
perly abandoned by his successor. 

Ulricsdal, a league from the capital, was formerly 
a royal residence, but it has lately been turned into 
a Hospital for Invalids, and is now occupied by 
about twenty soldiers who served under his present 
majesty in the battle of Leipsic. They arc deco¬ 
rated with a medal, and Swedish vanity has desig¬ 
nated them “ The Saviours of Europe!” A title 
by which you hear them generally spoken of witli- 
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out the least discomposure of the risible muscles ; 
although, to our shame be it acknowledged, ours 
invariably underwent a considerable convulsion. 

Count Bry has a very pretty place at Rybbuholm, 
about twelve miles from hence. We went down 
on Sunday in a steam-boat filled with company. 
The king’s being there on a visit was an unusual 
attraction. 

The situation of the building, and the sail to it, 
arc romantically beautiful; we found his majesty 
walking about the grounds with his host and host¬ 
ess, in the midst of his subjects, without the least 
restraint being imposed on them as to approaching 
or crossing his royal personage, which they did at 
pleasure, but always respectfully. The steam-boat 
and some other boats, dressed in colours, were con¬ 
tinually firing salutes during the day. The garden 
contained an abundance of fine apples, and some 
peaches, the latter under glasses. We did not ob¬ 
serve a soldier of any description in the vicinity. 
We returned in the evening, and about half-way 
passed a considerable cloth manufactory (the first 
we had met with in the kingdom), situated on a 
small islanu. All the passengers were respectable, 
well-dressed people, and appeared to enjoy their 
trip most exceedingly, and to have kept within the 
bounds of moderation, with the exception of the 
master, a young Englishman, who fell overboard 
and was nearly drowned. 

Having seen almost every thing interesting in 
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this city, we purpose going to-morrow to Upsala, 
and upon a tour through the great mine district of 
Dalecarlia, with which we expect to be extremely 
gratified. 

In consequence of assurances that horses are 
always to be found ready between this and the seat 
of learning, we mean to travel without the precau¬ 
tion of a forebud, though I must confess I have 
my forebodings upon the subject. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Upsala—Cathedral — Castle—Ganila, or Old Upsala — Library— 
Manuscripts—Cabinet—The Virgin’s Slipper-Judas’s Money- 
Botanic Carden—Linnaeus—Swedish Sculptors — Menagerie— 
Observatory—Entomologist—Classification of Insects, by the 
Iliad—Tombs—Gustarus Vasa—St. Eric—Sacred Image of Thor 
—Murder of Count Stecre—Fahlun—Great Copper Mine— 
Afvcstad—Swedish Constitution—The Four Orders—Elective 
Franchise—Law of Libel—Orders of Knighthood—Swedish 
Honesty and Morals. 

Stockholm, 22nd September, 1822. 

The morning after the date of my last letter \vc 
set out in onr carriage for Upsala, and at the first 
stage, had to repent of our confidence in the re¬ 
ported facility of finding post-horses on the road. 
We were detained some time, and only proceeded 
by accepting jaded animals, that had already per¬ 
formed their full share of duty for the day. I would 
therefore seriously advise you, if travelling in this 
country, not to be tempted by any representation, 
however specious, to neglect your forebud, which, 
in justice it must be observed, adds very little to 
the expense of the journey. 

The country between Stockholm and Upsala, 
and the environs of Upsala itself, are flat, but the 
land is everywhere extremely well cultivated, al¬ 
though there is a good deal of wood near Alsike. 
We were gratified by a fine view of Sko-Kloster, 
ou the opposite side of a lake. It is a seat of 
Count Boys, of very imposing appearance, and is 
said to contain a fine collection of books and arms 
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—an odd association. We soon after crossed one 
of those floating-bridges so common in this coun¬ 
try, and passing through a fine avenue of firs, Up- 
sala, formerly the capital of Sweden, and now, as 
it has been for many ages, the chief seat of learning 
in the north of Europe, broke upon us ; the cathe¬ 
dral and palace forming conspicuous objects. 

The latter stands upon the foundation of the 
old castle. Its situation is very commanding, hav¬ 
ing an extended view, the country around being flat 
and open, and resembling many parts in the north 
of France. The structure is irregular, consisting 
of two towers, joined by a long range of building 
and part of two sides or wings, so that it appears 
originally to have been intended to form a square, 
but which lias been left unfinished. Last winter 
the roof was blown oft', but it has since been re¬ 
paired and painted red, so that it becomes a very 
conspicuous, and in some points of view, not. an 
unpleasing object. It is at present the residence of 
the governor of Upland, of which Upsala is both 
the capital and the archbishopric. It stands in an 
open plain, fertile in grain and pasture, and is a 
very neat town, containing, exclusive of students, 
about four thousand five hundred inhabitants. It 
is divided into two almost equal parts, by a river 
which communicates with the Malaren lake. The 
streets arc drawn at right angles, from a central 
kind of square, and the greater part of the houses 
are of wood, the rest being of brick stuccoed. 

Gamla, or Old Upsala, which is a place of high 
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antiquity, and occurs in the earliest accounts ot 
these northern countries, is supposed to have stood 
at a short distance from the town which now bears 
the same name. It was much celebrated as the 
principal place of sacrifice in the time of pagan 
superstition, and as the residence of the high priest 
of Oden. A church still stands near the spot, and 
near it are some heaps of stones, supposed to have 
been the burying-placcs of the ancient kings of 
Sweden. 

Mr. Faust, one of the tutors, having volunteered 
to show us the lions , conducted us to the library, 
containing about one hundred thousand volumes 
and many very curious manuscripts. It was founded 
by (iustavus Adolphus, who presented it with a very 
considerable private collection of his own, as well 
as with several libraries which he had reserved as 
his personal share of the plunder of places taken 
by storm, during the many long and successful wars 
which be carried on in Europe, to the glory but to 
the impoverishment of his kingdom. It must, how¬ 
ever, be acknowledged, that by these donations, and 
by the great encouragement of learning, he made 
the best atonement in his power to the nation in 
general, which had suffered by his ambition. 

We were much gratified at observing many hand¬ 
some donations from Englishmen. Lord Carteret, 
who was ambassador to the court of Sweden in 
1725, has been a liberal contributor; and a very 
elegant edition of Milton bears the following inti¬ 
mation :—“An English gentleman wishing to make 
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a present to the University of Upsala, sends the 
works of Milton.” We were also pleased with the 
desire manifested by the librarian to bring them 
under our notice. 

Nothing is more curious in the whole collec¬ 
tion, than the celebrated Gothic manuscript found 
in 1648, amongst the literary spoils when Prague 
was carried by assault, by the Swedish army under 
the command of Count Konigsmark. It was sent 
by him as a most valuable present to his sovereign 
Queen Christina. It contains the four Evangelists 
in gold and silver letters, with writing between 
every line. Upon the abdication of Christina it was 
purloined by a Dutchman, but at his death it was 
purchased for a considerable sum by Count Gabriel 
de la Gardie, who immediately presented it to the 
University of Upsala. 

A very valuable Icelandic manuscript, on vellum, 
is also worthy of attention. 

Although certainly misplaced in a library, yet 
the cabinet presented by the city of Augsburg in 
1632 to Gustavus Adolphus, for his infant daughter 
Christina, is a curiosity that must arrest a stranger’s 
particidar notice. It is formed of ivory and cy¬ 
press wood, ornamented with precious stones. It is 
filled with relics and objects of superstition; amongst 
others, a slipper of the Virgin’s and the purse 
and a piece of the money which Judas received for 
betraying our Saviour. Viewing with disgust these 
objects of priestcraft, we turned from .them, and 
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were delighted with a curious specimen of nature 
and art combined, in an extraordinarily large agate. 
On one part is painted the Day of Judgment, in 
which the artist has very ingeniously introduced 
his own portrait, lying at the feet of the pope 
among the blest in heaven : on another part is de¬ 
picted the Passage of the Israelites through the 
Red Sea. The whole is very beautifully executed ; 
but what gives it the greatest interest, is the able 
manner in which the artist has made the natural 
shades and tints of the stone subservient to the re¬ 
presentation of the clouds and the water, especially 
in the waves rolling back with fury on Pharaoh and 
his host, and which he has contrived with particular 
boldness and the happiest effect. 

There are two very good busts of Gustavus 
Adolphus and Charles IX. But the objects which 
formerly excited the greatest curiosity arc the two 
cases of manuscripts left by Gustavus III., with 
directions that they should remain unopened till 
fifty years after his demise. They are locked, sealed, 
and chained together. Great expectation was ex¬ 
cited with regard to the things that would come to 
light upon the examination of these mysterious 
boxes; but the interest has considerably subsided, 
as it is supposed they have not been preserved alto¬ 
gether inviolate by those in power. 

On the table of the lower room is a ship in glass, 
presented to the university by the son of tlje ex- 
king upon his quitting the college. His memory 
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appears to be cherished with considerable warmth 
of affection. A new building is erecting as a library, 
between the palace and the cathedral. 

Our conductor now carried us to the botanic gar¬ 
den and museum of Linnaeus, so called, though both 
arc of recent formation; the house which he inha¬ 
bited, and the garden which he cultivated, having 
gone to ruin and waste. 

The museum and conservatory are contained in 
a building of imposing appearance. Although so 
late in the year, most of the green-house plants 
were in the open air, the whole looking extremely 
healthy. A cast of the immortal founder is placed 
to advantage. It is said that Bystram is now em¬ 
ployed upon a marble statue, to represent him as 
large as life, which, when finished, is to be placed 
in the cabinet of natural history. 

In an adjoining building is a menagerie with a 
poor collection of animals, but containing one of the 
large baboons from the Brazils, with a variegated 
face : the bite of the animal is so venemous as to 
have lately caused the death of a kangaroo, a few 
hours after its infliction. • 

We could not gain admittance to the observa¬ 
tory (nearly the most northern in Europe), on ac¬ 
count of the absence of the astronomer; but the 
real reason we were told was, the bad and neglected 
state of the instruments, which made him ashamed 
of their being inspected. 

Professor Ilaffores, a great entomologist, has a 
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rare collection of insects ; he informed us that Mr. 
Paykull was endeavouring to introduce a new clas¬ 
sification, the same, I suppose, which I noticed dur¬ 
ing our visit to his museum at Stockholm. At 
Professor Hallenburg’s we found a very extensive 
assortment of fossils, Madrepore, and shells, and 
were much pleased with the urbanity of both the 
learned gentlemen. 

The cathedral is a fine Gothic building of brick, 
upon a foundation of stone ; two towers ornamented 
with marble pillars, and which disfigure the general 
symmetry, are of more modern date. The interior 
is particularly neat, and contains many interesting 
monuments ; but none more so than that to the me¬ 
mory of the immortal Gustavus Vasa, an oblong 
monument, placed in a private chapel; he is repre¬ 
sented between his first two wives Catharine and 
Margaret. 

This monarch, born in a private station, and edu¬ 
cated in adversity, gained a crown by the gratitude 
of his countrymen, who bestowed it upon him for 
his long and faithful services. In return, he deli¬ 
vered Sweden from tyranny and a foreign yoke, and 
established an hereditary instead of an elective mo¬ 
narchy, and the Protestant in lieu of the Roman 
Catholic religion. 

The inscription on his tomb states that he was 
born in 1490, chosen adminstrator of the kingdom 
in 1520, elected king in 1523, crowned in 1528, and 
resigned his soul to his Maker in 1560, after a glo- 
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rious reign of forty years, and in the seventieth 
year of his age. 

He may justly be said to have shown his superi¬ 
ority of character in whatever station he was placed, 
whether as the leader of a party, as a legislator, a 
warrior, a politician, or a sovereign; always display¬ 
ing, in an eminent degree, the qualities best suited 
to support the dignity with which he was invested. 
He ever proved himself an encourager of learning, 
and a supporter of every measure that tended to 
the advancement of true piety. 

He was aftable to all; his deportment was ma¬ 
jestic, and he possessed the most persuasive elo¬ 
quence, so as to carry the hearts of all with him ; 
and by these endearing and amiable qualities be ex¬ 
ercised greater influence over his subjects, than his 
predecessors had done by the most arbitrary power. 
Nor was his influence confined to Sweden, for all 
nations appreciated and admired his noble character, 
acknowledging him to be one of the wisest and best 
monarchs that ever governed a nation. 

He is the father of a line of kings, called from 
him the House of Vasa, who swayed the Swedish 
sceptre, till qualities, the reverse of those possessed 
by him, caused it to be torn from the hands of Gus- 
tavus IV., and ultimately placed in those of an 
alien and perfect stranger to the country, but who, 
like the great man w’hose encomium I have just 
been writing, appears determined to devote himself 
to the good of the country which has adopted him ., 
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and to the people who have thus voluntarily become 
his subjects. In another chapel, repose the ashes 
of John, second son of Gustavus Vasa, who con¬ 
trived to ascend the throne by deposing Eric XIV., 
under the plea of insanity; but not content with 
imprisoning him, he afterwards caused him to be 
poisoned. Remorse soon obliged him to apply to 
the pope for absolution, which was granted upon 
condition of fasting one day in each week—a pe¬ 
nance which he religiously observed till the day of 
his death, which happened in 1592, to the great joy 
of his subjects, whom he had disgusted by his at¬ 
tempts to rc-establisli the Roman Catholic religion. 

He bequeathed the sceptre of Sweden and his 
unpopularity to his son Sigismund, king of Poland, 
who was soon deposed by the third son of Gustavus 
Vasa, who reigned tvorthily under the title of 
Charles IX., and is well known as the father of 
Gustavus Adolphus, who gave law to Europe. 

A silver coffin, surrounded by gilt net-work, near 
the altar, will claim your attention, as containing 
the ashes of St. Eric, the seventh king of that 
name, who was almost worshiped as a divinity. 
This gave so much offence to Gustavus Vasa, that 
he removed a statue of him which had been placed 
over the principal entrance of the cathedral. 

Oxensteem has a fine monument, with the ad¬ 
dition of his portrait placed over it. There is also 
a monument to Steere and his two sons, who were 
killed by command of Eric XIV, But we now 
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came to that which claimed our serious attention 
and respect. A simple entablature of stone let into 
the pavement, at the western extremity of the ca¬ 
thedral, bearing merely this simple inscription,— 

“ Ossa, 

Caroli a Linne.” 

An inscription quite sufficient, for no monument 
or panegyric can add one iota to his immortal fame. 
Nevertheless, as a mark of gratitude and respect, 
we were not displeased to find at a short distance, 
a simple but beautiful monument in native por¬ 
phyry, erected to his memory by the students and 
others of his grateful admirers. The following is the 
inscription:— 

Carolo t\ Linnae, 

Botanicorum Principi, 

Amici et Discipuli, 

MDCCXCVIIt. 

lie was horn in 1707, at Raeshult, of which parish 
his father was the clergyman; but being in very 
narrow circumstances, he could not afford to sup¬ 
port his son at the University of Upsala, where, in 
consequence of having shown a very early taste for 
botany, he had been sent in 1728: but after a time, 
having struggled unsupported through the many dif¬ 
ficulties always attendant upon poverty, his high and 
sanguine mind would have sunk under the morti¬ 
fication he was daily doomed to experience, when, 
fortunately for himself and science, he came under 
the notice of the learned Olaus Celsius, who had 
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so lately restored natural history to Sweden. This 
accomplished naturalist at once discovered the po¬ 
verty and the abilities of Linnaeus, but compas¬ 
sionating the one and appreciating the other, he 
immediately took him under his protection, and 
even into the bosom of his family, and was soon 
amply rewarded, by the assistance be received from 
him in compiling his Hierobotanicon, a work in¬ 
tended to identify the plants mentioned in holy 
writ. 

Linnaeus was shortly afterwards deprived by death 
of the protection of his generous patron, but he 
ever remembered, with the deepest gratitude, the 
kindness he had experienced at his hands in the 
hour of distress and misery. 

He afterwards travelled throughout Europe, in 
pursuit of botanical and other knowledge, but in 
1741 he obtained the situation of Professor of Bo¬ 
tany at the University of Upsala, an appointment 
which had been the object of his most ardent am¬ 
bition. After this he seldom quitted the neigh¬ 
bourhood, and never left his native land, although 
the most tempting offers were made to him to repair 
to Petersburg, Gottingen, and Madrid, the king of 
Spain even offering to ennoble him, and to tolerate 
his religion; but happy in the esteem of his sove¬ 
reign, and the good-will of his countrymen, he 
steadily refused every temptation, and died peace¬ 
ably at Upsala in 1778. 

Some time before his death he had been subject 
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to apoplectic attacks, which had incapacitated him 
from taking those scientific rambles with his pupils, 
in which he so much delighted. In these excursions 
he is said to have been sometimes attended by two 
or three hundred pupils, and to have been accom¬ 
panied by French horns and trumpets, which were 
sounded in order to call the whole body round the 
great master, whenever he wished to explain any 
particular plant, which had either fallen under his 
own notice, or been brought to him for examination 
by any of the students. 

After having paid a tribute to the memory of 
this great man, we were conducted into the sacristy, 
containing chiefly the robes, &;c., of the archbishops 
and dignitaries of the church, whose gorgeous mag¬ 
nificence might vie with those of the church of 
Rome, in the hottest days of superstition. One is 
almost led to suspect, that the Swedes at Upsala are 
not altogether free from its degrading and even 
dreadful trammels, if we may judge from the cere¬ 
mony with which we were conducted to the sacred 
chamber of the image of the god Thor, or Odin. 
Before arriving at this chamber, we had to pass 
through a long dark passage, carefully secured by 
three iron gates doubly locked. At length we came 
to the sacred presence, but were not struck by its 
effulgence; indeed, it may well be called the “ log¬ 
ger-headed idol of the northern nations.” It is an 
old log of wood, rudely carved into the resemblance 
of a monsters head, and to which human sacri- 
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fices were formerly offered op at Old Upsala. Its 
rude workmanship, and the decay of the lower 
part of it, evidently prove its antiquity. 

The more barbarous a people are, the more rude 
in general are their objects of superstitious wor¬ 
ship. Dr. Clarke says, he considers the image 
of Thor as one of the most curious antiquities that 
any country has preserved, it being connected not 
only with the early history of Sweden, but with 
the most ancient mythology in the world. Among 
the ancient idols of Greece, the Palladium was of 
this description, for it was nothing more than a 
piece of wood of an extraordinary form. Nothing 
else is deposited in the sacred chamber, if we except 
some rude gold ornaments. 

In the sacristy are shown the robes worn hy 
Count Steere, when murdered by Eric XIV. The 
following is an affecting account given of the me¬ 
lancholy and tragical event. 

The Steeres, as the principal family in the king¬ 
dom, had long excited a jealousy in the breast of 
that monarch, and had experienced some severe 
proofs of his enmity as well as of his eccentricity. 

Count Charles, for misconduct at the siege of 
Bolius, had been condemned to death by the Diet; 
the king instead of inflicting the sentence, ordered 
him to be carried, in mock procession, through the 
streets of the capital, with a crown of straw upon 
his head: and yet, soon after this insult and hu¬ 
miliation, he took him into personal favour, and 
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even sent him as his representative to the court of 
Lorainc. 

Upon suspicion of conspiracy, in 1567 Count 
Steere, and his sons Eric and Nicholas, with other 
persons of distinction were put upon their trial. 
While it was pending, the king hearing a report 
that his brother John had escaped from Gripshohn, 
where he was confined, he suddenly repaired to the 
room of Nicholas Steere, and accused him of being 
a traitor: the young count threw himself at the 
feet of the king, and, while protesting his inno¬ 
cence, received a wound from him in the arm ; he 
instantly drew the dagger out, and kissing it, re¬ 
spectfully presented it to Eric, who, unmoved by 
this proof of devotion, resignation, and loyalty, re¬ 
peated the blow, and ordered his attendant to de¬ 
spatch him. When seized with a fit of remorse, lie 
flew to the dungeon of the father, and falling at 
his feet, called him his friend, exclaiming, “ In 
God’s name, I entreat you to forgive what I have 
committed against you!” “ Willingly,” replied the 
old count, melting into tears, “ but if my son is in 
danger, you must answer for it before God.” “ Yes, 
yes,” replied the king, in a transport of rage, “ I 
was sure I should never obtain your pardon : ” then 
giving orders to the jailer to secure the count, he 
wandered about the country in a frantic manner, ac¬ 
companied only by a few guards. He was discovered 
some days after by his former preceptor, who, sup¬ 
posing that he still had influence over him, fell at 
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his feet, and besought him to spare the lives of the 
noble prisoners. This so enraged the maniac, that 
he not only ordered him to be put to death, but di¬ 
rected that those for whom he interceded should be 
immediately executed; and, strange to say, men 
were not found wanting to obey such an unjustifi¬ 
able mandate. 

These, and similar atrocities, soon caused him to 
be deposed by liis two brothers, who united their 
forces against him. He was succeeded by John, 
whom he bad lately pardoned, although con¬ 
demned to death by the Diet for holding a treason¬ 
able correspondence with Sigismund, King of Po¬ 
land. 

Eric, after many sufferings in various prisons, 
was, in 1569, summoned before the states assem¬ 
bled at Stockholm, and, like Charles I. of England, 
and more recently like Louis XVI of France, he 
was brought to trial before his subjects. His bro¬ 
thers being present, the articles of accusation were 
read, when Eric answered the several charges with 
an eloquence and subtlety of argument which sur¬ 
prised his accusers. 

In the heat of dispute John reproached him with 
his insanity. He instantly replied, u I never was 
insane but once, and that was when I pardoned 
and released you from prison.” He was, however, 
declared to have forfeited the crown. 

During eight years he bore a series of indigni¬ 
ties and cruelties with a resignation and fortitude 
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that won him partisans, in spite of the experience 
of his naturally inhuman temper. 

John perceiving his growing influence, secretly 
laid before the Diet the necessity of hastening his 
death, to which they readily agreed. The king lost 
no time in despatching his secretary to Orebro, 
with orders cither to poison him quietly, or to 
strangle him by force. 

But there was no occasion to use the latter expe¬ 
dient : the wretched Eric heard the news without 
emotion, and having received the sacrament with 
piety, he swallowed the poison in a plate of soup, 
and almost instantly expired, in the forty-fifth 
year of his age, and the ninth year of his impri¬ 
sonment. 

His body was transported to Westeras, and in¬ 
terred in the cathedral, where, as has already been 
related, a monument is to be seen to his memory. 

I hope you are not tired with this narration, but 
I have been induced to go thus far into the particu¬ 
lars of the life of the unhappy monarch, as it affords 
so striking a contrast to that of his illustrious father, 
and exhibits a melancholy instance of the impossi¬ 
bility of inculcating virtue into a mind naturally 
weak or vicious. For it is to be presumed, that 
Gustavus Vasa, who acted as if every Swede was a 
child of his own, did not neglect his immediate 
offspring, and must have endeavoured to have ren¬ 
dered him worthy to succeed to a throne whi6h he 
had gained by the most amiable and noble qualities. 
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The last curiosity which attracted our attention, 
was a ragged stripe of linen, fastened to a staff like 
a pair of colours, called the shift of Margaret, which 
was carried in battle as the main standard, in order 
to animate the troops by the recollection of her 
martial spirit. These remains were preserved at 
Nuremberg, and were brought from thence when that 
town was taken by the Swedes, and were deposited 
in the Cathedral of Upsala, in honour of the heroine. 
The kings of Sweden were formerly crowned in this 
cathedral, but that ceremony is now performed at 
Stockholm, Charles XII being the last who was in¬ 
augurated at Upsala. 

In 1246 a school was established at Upsala, from 
which, in 1476, was founded the university upon 
the model of that of Bologna: Pope Sixtus IV. 
having granted permission, it received the same 
privileges as the University of Paris. 

When Gnstavus Vasa ascended the throne, the 
university had fallen into disrepute ; but, grateful 
for the education he had received there, he took it 
under his immediate protection, conferred upon it 
many additional privileges, and endowed it in so 
ample a manner, that he is justly called its second 
founder. During the wars of Charles IX. it again 
declined, but was revived once more by Gustavus 
Adolphus. That great monarch, besides construct¬ 
ing a large building at his own expense, endowed 
the university with his patrimonial estate at Vasa, 
and, as some of his successors and many private in- 
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dividual9 have followed this example, the funds of 
the university are now flourishing. 

The chancellor is elected by the professors and 
the academical consistory, but it is necessary that 
their choice should be approved and confirmed by 
his majesty. The heir-apparent has been for some 
years past invested with this title of chancellor, and 
as Prince Oscar received his education at this uni¬ 
versity, he is naturally supposed to be warmly 
attached to its interests. Our visit was during the 
vacation, when only about two hundred students 
remained; but during term it is attended by between 
eight and nine hundred, among which number are 
many Russians. 

We found Mr. Faust a well-informed, obliging 
man. He wore a blue coat with a velvet collar, on 
each side of which was embroidered a lyre, sur¬ 
rounded with laurel, distinguishing him as having 
taken the degree of master of arts. 

The students are, in general, excellent swimmers, 
and by way of encouraging this healthy exercise, 
prizes are distributed to such as excel in it. 

The archbishopric has been vacant for a consi¬ 
derable time, it appearing that the widow of the 
deceased metropolitan is allowed, during such 
vacancy, to enjoy a considerable portion of the 
revenue, and the crown the remainder: a charitable 
practice which prevails in all similar cases through¬ 
out Sweden. The cemetery outside of the town 
possesses nothing striking, except a very large and 
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highly-polished pyramid of granite, erected to the 
memory of the late wife of one of the professors, 
and a large unhewn rock sacred to that of a cele¬ 
brated antiquary. 

At one Swedish, or nearly seven English miles 
from the city, is the Morastein, a small house built 
on the spot where, in former times, the kings of 
Sweden were elected. Over the door-way are in¬ 
scribed the following words :—“ Mora Stenar, anno 
1770.” The room is twelve feet square, and several 
Stones of different sizes arc ranged in order round 
the wall. On some of these may be traced charac¬ 
ters, the greater part of which are almost entirely 
defaced; the earliest date perceptible is 1060, the 
latest 1512. 

During our stay at Upsala we had every reason 
to be satisfied with our treatment. We left it on 
the morning of the 11th instant, and, for the first 
time, experienced a slight frost, which immediately 
yielded to the first rays of the sun. After a plea¬ 
sant drive, we arrived, at one o’clock, at Osterby, a 
very neat village, which, in winter, is the smelting 
station, and, in summer, the forging station of the 
celebrated Dannemora iron mine. We found good 
quarters, and, while dinner was preparing, we in- 
spepted the forges. The workmen are descendants 
of the old Walloon refugees, who still forge the 
iron after their own ancient fashion. The ore, 
when smelted (which is done in the winter, on ac¬ 
count of the facility which the sledge-roads afford 
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for bringing the supply of fuel), is run into long 
pigs. One end of these is introduced into the fire 
from behind, and heated till a lump sufficient to 
form a bar can be disengaged by a pair of tongs : 
it is then brought under the blows of a Hercules 
(worked, as well as the bellows, by water), and at 
length wrought into a bar as smooth as glass, ten 
feet long, three inches broad, and three-quarters of 
an inch thick. A great number of men are em¬ 
ployed at the same time, and the regularity which 
is observed, in order not to lose a blow from the dif¬ 
ferent hammers, and not to run in the way of each 
other, is admirable. The work must be very labo¬ 
rious, as there is only one man with a short pair of 
tongs to each bar. About four o’clock wc started 
for the mine, through some fields where they were 
employed in making hay. A large quantity of ore, 
forming a parapet, some machinery, and a building 
with a clock, together with loud explosions, in¬ 
formed us that we were in the immediate vicinity of 
it, but by no means prepared us for the magnificent 
sight which broke upon us on mounting the parapet. 
A scries of oblong, but irregular fissures, of which 
the depth could not be seen, extended over nearly 
half a mile of space, and as it was the moment for 
blasting, and for the ascending of the men from 
work, the effect was awfully grand, from the pro¬ 
longed echoes, and the sight of the slow and 
solemn rise of the buckets containing the men, 
who were hardly in appearance human. As acci- 
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dents have frequently happened from the buckets 
coming in contact as one descends while the other 
ascends, or from the rope breaking, the practice of 
using buckets by the workmen is discountenanced, 
but the fatigue of the ladders is so very great, that 
the more easy method is generally adopted, and the 
force of habit is strongly exemplified in the follow¬ 
ing well-authenticated anecdote. 

“ A young woman, in descending by the bucket, 
employed herself knitting, when, by a sudden shock 
of the ascending bucket, she was thrown on a pro¬ 
jecting part of the mine. She did not lose her pre¬ 
sence of mind, nor did her brother, who happened 
to be in the ascending bucket, for in the coolest 
manner he said to her, * Mary, go on with your 
work, and I will come down for you in a moment,’ 
by which means he did not alarm her. She fol¬ 
lowed his advice, and he soon returned and took 
her safely off: had he attempted by noise to arrest 
the progress of the bucket at the moment of con¬ 
cussion, it would have awakened her to a sense of 
her danger, which happily she was unconscious of.’’ 

I descended the great aperture, to the depth of 
one hundred fathoms, by a series of frail ladders, 
being conducted by a man with a torch, as we had 
a long and dark gallery to traverse before we came 
to the part where they had been blasting. We 
were much surprised to find the surveyors employed 
with their theodolites, compasses, &c., in order to 
ascertain the quantity of ore which had been ex- 
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traeted during the last quarter. They were civil, 
but as they spoke French very imperfectly, I ob¬ 
tained but little information from them. 

There was a still lower excavation, which I de¬ 
scended. It had been so recently made that the 
proper ladders were not fixed, and I found merely 
two rough spars with iron clamps for steps. Being 
under the principal aperture, to look up was most 
awfully grand. Some parts were supported by large 
pillars, others by arches, and in one part there was 
an inverted arch, the sides being irregular and rug¬ 
ged, with projecting crags in some places, whilst 
here and there the most perfect masonry was ob¬ 
served. To crown all, there were the winches and 
cranes, with the buckets overhanging, and here and 
there a ladder hardly perceptible to the eye. When 
I arrived at the top, dreadfully heated and fatigued, 
I would have given any thing for a little brandy and 
water, but the sale of it, even in the neighbour¬ 
hood, is prohibited for fear of accidents from in¬ 
temperance. I met my brother equally fatigued ; 
lie described his descent as most nervous ; it was to 
a part not then worked, the bottom being covered 
with ice of great thickness. Our conductor now 
carried us to the office where a book is kept, in 
which strangers are expected to enter their names. 
The first leaf is inscribed by Carl. Johan, and the 
second by C. F. Oscar, 1819, both richly embla¬ 
zoned : various other great names follow, and a 
note mentions, that Lady Strangford descended 
with her lord. 
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We were shown a book in which the names of 
the ex-king and his son had been equally prized,— 
such is the uncertainty and vanity of human life. 
The pumps are worked by a water-wheel, fifty feet 
in diameter, and six broad, placed at the distance of 
a mile from them. The iron produced from the 
Dannemora ore, is said to be the best in the world 
for making steel. It averages about three thousand 
tons yearly, the whole of which is contracted for 
in England, and sent to Hull; this contract has 
been in force nearly a century. 

The whole export of iron from Sweden is said to 
be two hundred and fifty thousand tons, but last 
year it only amounted to two hundred thousand. 
The market price is ten pounds sterling per ton. 

At Osterby, for the first time, we may be said 
to have fared sumptuously: game, chedder, and 
fresh-water fish. In the morning the weather had 
changed to rain. We started for Soderforse, and, 
had it been fine, the ride would have been beau¬ 
tiful ; often along the border of a lake, with highly 
cultivated ground, and a proper quantity of wood 
to relieve the view. The rye was already so much 
above the ground as to give, in many parts, the ap¬ 
pearance of spring vegetation. 

We soon passed a large and good house, belong¬ 
ing to Count Geer, which, as well as all the farm¬ 
houses we passed during the day, had a neat ap¬ 
pearance. The land, since leaving Upsala, had 
been deeply intrenched. 

Before reaching Yfre, where we were to change 
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horses (but without a forebud), we met two coun¬ 
trymen who offered us horses, without turning off 
the road; we accepted the novel proposal, and I 
had no reason to repent, for good cattle were soon 
provided, and we performed the seventeen miles 
under heavy rain in two hours. The road through 
the wood (which comprises every species of tree 
observable in Sweden, including small oaks) is ex¬ 
tremely narrow, and we had much difficulty in 
passing some carts, the drivers of which were far 
from civil: the first instance of incivility we have 
met with, but the weather must plead their excuse. 

The appearance of Soderforse is very imposing, 
particularly the church, which is a light, neat 
structure, with a glass cupola. The different build¬ 
ings for the forges, smelting, saw-mills, store¬ 
houses, work-shops, and dwelling houses, are par¬ 
ticularly neat and well constructed, with the scoria 
from the iron ore ; and they are coloured yellow. 
The director s house is of wood, and adjoining is a 
large building, containing a very respectable mu¬ 
seum of beasts, birds, and shells. A book is kept 
for strangers to enter their names: amongst the 

entries we observed the following, “ Mr. P-, of 

America, is most highly gratified with this col¬ 
lection, and pronounces it the best in Europe.” 
Soderforse is remarkable for anchors, forged im¬ 
mediately from the pig iron, without the inter¬ 
mediate process of forming it into bars; they are 
said to possess extraordinary qualities of strength: 
fortunately, they were making one of twenty hun- 
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dred weight, so that we had the opportunity of ex¬ 
amining the manner of welding. The iron is of 
the best quality, and originally run into pigs of the 
usual dimensions, which are afterwards divided into 
proper sized pieces, as at Osterby. These con¬ 
sisted of lengths of two feet, which in welding, 
distended to about three, so that at every three 
feet, there is a fresh weld, and, of course, a fresh 
heating, vvhich is very fierce: the workmen ap¬ 
peared clever, and to make a good job of it. How¬ 
ever, I should doubt the plan being applicable to 
the large masses of iron required for an anchor 
for a line-of-battle ship, but they assured me, that 
seventy-four’s were usually supplied with them, 
and that they had never been known to fail. 

In consequence of the unusual mildness of the 
last winter, the ordinary supply of fuel could not 
be transported, and nearly all the forges were at a 
stand for want of it, which rendered the works less 
interesting than they generally are. The distance 
from Sodcrforse to Gefle is five Swedish miles and 
a half, through Elfscarlby, on the Dal, over which 
a bridge was thrown in 1816, just below its famous 
falls, the spray of which we saw long before we 
approached them. We alighted, and went down to 
the best point for seeing the effect; but having 
heard it was superior to that of Trollhattan, we 
were much disappointed, though, it must be con¬ 
fessed, that all the rivers are particularly low at 
this season of the year. 

The river, just above the cataract, is divided into 
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two branches by an island, covered with large pines 
and firs, round which it winds, and joins below it. 
Immediately in the centre of the great fall, is a 
rock, not unlike in appearance, a boat capsized. 
This island has a small fir-tree growing out of it, 
which is mentioned as far back as 1785, by the 
Officier Hol/andois, and its still stunted growth 
proves the difficulties it has to contend with, even 
to support life. Near it arc two or three boards, 
placed probably as trophies, by persons who may, 
at some favourable moment, have succeeded in 
reaching the apparently-inaccessible rock. There 
are many-saw and flour-mills worked by this great 
river of Dalecarlia, one of the first in Sweden, 
which rises in the Norwegian Alps, and after flow¬ 
ing two hundred and sixty English miles, falls into 
the Gulf of Bothnia, near Elfscarlby. It is sub¬ 
ject to very sudden elevations and falls. Towards 
the end of its course, it is full of islands, and so 
encumbered with rocks, that noble and beautiful 
as it is, it cannot be rendered navigable. The 
salmon caught in it are considered excellent. 

At the post-hou ;e, near the bridge, we found the 
women employed brewing and baking : the beer is 
a sweet, wholesome beverage, and the bread is 
merely composed of rye-flour and water, kneaded 
and rolled out into a circular shape, resembling a 
pan-cake: being placed for one minute on an iron 
plate over the fire, it is very crisp, and agreeable to 
the palate. It will keep for any length of time, so 
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that they seldom bake oftencr than twice a year. 
With all this preparation of good cheer, the house 
was miserable, and wretchedly furnished, parti¬ 
cularly with beds, which were composed of dirty 
tickings, half filled with straw, whilst sheep skins, 
nearly denuded of wool, served for coverings, and 
this they assured us, was all they had, even in 
winter. 

We saw the church of Gefle, as well as the mer¬ 
chant ships, long before discovering the town, from 
which circumstance we were inclined to form but a 
poor opinion of it. However, on our arrival, we 
were agreeably surprised to find it possessing wide, 
clean streets, with good houses, and some consi¬ 
derable public buildings, such as the town-hall, a 
custom-house, and extensive magazines. The first 
was built by Gustavus III. who assembled the Diet 
there, when Ankarstrom first tried to assassinate 
him. 

The river runs through the middle of the town, 
but as it is not deep enough to admit large ships, 
they have cut a canal, by means of which vessels 
of three hundred tons come up to the quay, that 
is, when they are lightened to ten feet draught of 
water; but vessels of any size can lie in the roads, 
at about a league from the town, where they are 
secure and well sheltered, and an island at the 
entrance is fortified for their protection. 

It is tlie third port in Sweden for exports, which 
consist of bar-iron, timber, deal planks, nails, pitch. 
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tar, and pot-ash: its imports are corn, hemp, flax, 
and salt. 

There were about half a dozen vessels in the 
roads, and twenty-five in the canal, many of the 
latter fitting, in order to trade in the Mediter¬ 
ranean during the winter. We were accosted in 
English, by a sailor preparing a voyage to Alicant, 
with deals ; he complained bitterly that in conse¬ 
quence of half his wages being paid to his wife, 
and she thinking that in a southern climate he 
would require few clothes, he was left nearly des¬ 
titute ; although, perhaps, before reaching the ge¬ 
nial latitudes, he would have to encounter many a 
piercing blast. Indeed, the weather was already 
become sufficiently cold to induce us to throw aside 
our common clothing. 

Gefle is the principal town of the province of 
Gcstricia, and the residence of the governor. The 
post-house, as is usually the case, is also an inn, 
and afforded better fare than we had any where 
before met with. There was a carte, which, in 
point of the choice it afforded, could not be sur¬ 
passed by those of Very or Bouvilliers. As we had 
excellent appetites, wc did not put the talent of 
the cook to any great test, but contented ourselves 
with the following dinner :—excellent pease soup, 
served with fried pork and toast, pike and potatoes, 
boiled mutton, roast chedder, capital butter, but 
rather bad cheese, a bottle of good porter, and an¬ 
other -of excellent old port; not a bad dinner for 
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an extreme corner of Sweden, and nearly in the 
latitude of sixty-one north. 

Upon leaving the town, the road was a good 
deal cut up by carts carrying iron to the depot: 
we met many in the course of the day. The iron 
is generally transported by sledges during the win¬ 
ter, but the last was so very mild, that the sledge- 
roads were hardly passable ; and, in consequence, 
the usual transport of goods and fuel could not 
take place, proving that a mild winter is a misfor¬ 
tune instead of a blessing in those latitudes; for, 
even the preservation of the winter’s provision 
depends upon its being frozen by a certain time. 
We were amused by the economy of the carters, 
as each carried his own and horse’s provender with 
him; the former contained in neat and curiously 
carved small boxes, filled with dried meats, butter, 
and cheese, and as they sleep in or on their ve¬ 
hicles, neither their board or lodging costs them 
any thing while from home. 

The men in the province of Gcstricia, wear single 
breasted, surtout eoats, and like their friends near 
Carlstad, a large leathern apron; these two articles 
rendering all others invisible. The women wear 
stockings, with red. legs and white feet, but the 
dress of the boys is the least calculated that can 
well be imagined for youth. Shoes with large 
buckles, white stockings, small clothes of green 
and black mixed, short vest, hardly meeting the 
waistband of the small clothes, single-breasted, gray 
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coats, the arms not even reaching the wrist, and 
blue gloves just covering the knuckles, so that those 
parts which are usually doubly clothed by the over¬ 
lapping of the different articles of dress, are left 
quite exposed, which gives the wearer a very awk¬ 
ward and formal .appearance. The churches, as is 
often the case in Sweden, have the belfry of wood, 
painted red and fancifully carved, standing apart in 
the church-yard, or placed on an eminence at a 
distance, in order to be more readily seen, and that 
the bells may be heard by the thinly-scattered parish¬ 
ioners. We experienced an instance of great atten¬ 
tion and kindness from the post-master at Smeby, 
where we saw green-pease growing, lambs frisking, 
and recently-shorn sheep, at this time of the year. 
Our forebud had by mistake been made out so as 
to arrest our progress there, which the post-master 
perceiving rectified, and we found horses ready 
upon our arrival. 

Between Smeby and Upbo, the Dal is twice 
passed upon very well constructed floating bridges, 
defended from the shocks of the ice by large and 
long conductors, which direct the masses to the 
proper openings. 

Passing Rorshyttan, and through Strand, we 
skirted the Runn lake, the borders of which are 
thickly studded with young trees, from which it ap¬ 
pears that the serious decrease of fuel has attracted 
attention; since, in the mining district, we have 
invariably found the sides of the road quite de- 
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nuded, except indeed near Soderforse. At a mile 
from Fahlun we came to immense heaps of slag, 
from which they were making bricks for building : 
the appearance of the country was extremely 
sombre. At length the two churches, with all the 
buildings, and machines for working this celebrated 
mine, burst upon us, and soon after the town itself 
appeared; but the whole were so enveloped in 
columns of smoke and fumes of sulphur, that no¬ 
thing could be clearly distinguished, and our breath¬ 
ing soon became affected. The town presented a 
most unpromising appearance, the houses seemed 
as if they had recently escaped a conflagration, 
being so much discoloured by the effect of the sul¬ 
phur ; hut there is hardly any evil without its at¬ 
tendant good, and the inhabitants console them¬ 
selves by fancying that it preserves the wood, and 
protects them from inusquetoes. After driving 
nearly all over the town in search of a lodging, 
and being quite in despair of finding one, all our 
applications having been met by a simple negative, 
we were directed by the only gentlemanly-looking 
man we had seen, to a widow who provided us with 
excellent rooms, and sent us to a restaurateur’s for 
dinner, where we found better fare than the exter¬ 
nal appearance of it gave any reason to expect; 
added to which, the master told us, that on the 
morrow we could have bears' flesh, as they had 
lately been successful in shooting four. We ac¬ 
cepted his offer, and the next day dined off this new 
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luxury; the novelty alone made it go down, though 
it must have been prejudice, because to the eye it 
looked like beef, and it was not tough nor attended 
with any disagreeable flavour. It being Sunday, 
we had an opportunity of observing the decorum 
with which the Sabbath is observed, and the va¬ 
rious costumes of the town and country folks— • 
during divine service not a person was to be seen 
in the streets, nor was there a shop open. 

The males and females occupy different sides of 
the church ; the town’s people were dressed as at 
Stockholm, but the country people were even more 
grotesque than those I before described to you on 
my having seen them in the capital. Some were in 
white and colours, others in brown and red, and 
some even in sheep skins ; all the females had 
their heads completely enveloped either in white or 
red linen : their petticoats were particularly short, 
and they wore shoes, the high wooden heels of 
which were placed nearly under the hollow of the 
feet; these high heels give them the appearance 
of walking upon their toes; they add to their 
height, and produce a graceful step.' 

Men and boys all wear small clothes and broad 
hats ; they are distinguished'by the names of Gray 
and Black, from their dress being always one or 
other of these colours. After the sermon, the cler¬ 
gyman read a long list of marriages, births, and 
deaths, crimes committed and taxes to be paid; after 
which, about one hundred persons received the 

P 3 



212 


dalecarlia. 


sacrament, the organ playing and the bells ringing 
during the administration of it. Those who did 
not partake of it, remained in the church during 
the whole time, or walked out at pleasure. 

Dalecarlia is of considerable extent, but contains 
very little arable land, and the population is by 
* no means dense, the number of inhabitants amount¬ 
ing only to about one hundred and twenty thou¬ 
sand. The principal, and indeed the only, riches 
of the place consist in mines and forges ; but this 
country, interspersed as it is with lakes, forests, and 
torrents, boasts of giving birth to a brave, loyal 
people, ever attached to their sovereigns, though 
jealous of their liberties, rightly judging that such 
sentiments are not incompatible. The memory of 
the great deliverer of Sweden, is held in high vene¬ 
ration in Dalecarlia, where the peasants, artisans, 
and people in general are acquainted with the his¬ 
tory of Gustavus Vasa, and remember with pride 
and pleasure, that to their ancestors he owed his 
crown ; this idea exalts them in their own opinion, 
and they speak of this circumstance with rapture 
and self applause. These people, nearly as wild as 
their native mountains, still preserve their original, 
harsh, rigid manners and primitive character. En¬ 
joying the same degree of freedom, they cannot 
bend their necks to the yoke of slavery; and though, 
at present, apparently reconciled to the ehange of 
dynasty, it is not improbable that if, upon the de¬ 
mise of his present majesty, any struggle should 
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arise about the succession, between his son and the 
son of the descendant of Gustavus Vasa, they would 
open their arms to the latter, and give the same 
proofs of devotion to the cause, that they did to that 
hero. It is, perhaps, from a dread of such an event, 
that all the adherents of the present dynasty endea¬ 
vour to keep alive, in all parts of the kingdom, the 
story of the supposed intimacy between the Queen 
of Gustavus III. and General Monk, from which the 
ex-king is said to have sprung. The royal pair had 
been married many years without issue, and upon 
the birth of the ex-king, great rejoicings were made, 
and Gustavus ordered a general illumination. The 
queen dowager unwillingly obeyed; hut to show un¬ 
equivocally her opinion of the intrigue, in every 
window, amidst the blaze of light, a cake known 
in Sweden by the name of Monk, was conspicuously 
placed. This is said to have enraged the king to 
such a degree, that he banished his mother from 
the capital. They say further, that a consciousness 
of his illegitimacy caused the ex-king to display 
great hauteur, and keep everybody at a distance, 
always appearing in public guarded and in state. 
Here they draw a comparison, by no means to his 
advantage, between this deportment and the unos¬ 
tentatious conduct of the present king, who directs 
every petitioner to have free admittance to his pre¬ 
sence, and during a late tour, publicly rebuked the 
governor of a province for having prevented some 
poor people from approaching his person. They 



214 


DAXJjCARUA. 


also say that Gustavus was an illiberal poltron, pas¬ 
sionate, and jealous ; in proof of the latter, they 
state that some of the queen’s relations came to 
pay her a visit, bringing with them her tutor, a man 
of near sixty years of age, whom, by way of atten¬ 
tion and respect, she caused to be placed next her 
at dinner, and frequently addressed him; this so 
enraged the king, that after having endeavoured by 
gesture to make her desist, he lost all patience, and 
exclaimed, “ Madam, I command you to be silent.” 
This, in the presence of her relations, and occasioned 
by an old man, the preceptor of her youth, created 
many impressions to the king’s prejudice. On an¬ 
other occasion, he commanded a general to infonn 
him, what his father-in-law, the Elector of Baden, 
had said of him, after a visit which he had paid 
him : the general excused himself from replying ; 
the king still urging him, he at length said, it was so 
little respectful of his majesty, that he was afraid 
of communicating it. Upon this the king com¬ 
manded him to repeat it. The general then told 
him, that the elector had said, “ that he was ex¬ 
tremely glad he had quitted his dominions, because 
he had caused much trouble, and a breach between 
him and the first consul, which left him at his 
mercyupon which, the king gave him such a 
violent blow as to knock him down; but, upon this 
occasion, the only one in his life, he showed some 
contrition and shame, for upon the queen’s telling 
him how improperly he had acted, he acknowledged 
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his fault, asked the general to dinner, and presented 
him with a snuff-box, which, however, he refused, 
and begged permission to quit the court. In support 
of his being poltron, they assert that he represented 
battles as having been fought under his immediate 
eye and direction, when perhaps he was twenty miles 
from the scene of action; and at one time, com¬ 
manding a fleet of gun-boats in person, when they 
came in contact with the Russians, upon a shot pass¬ 
ing over his galley, he ordered all sail to be crowded 
for Stockholm, leaving the fleet without even wait¬ 
ing to issue any orders. These and similar anec¬ 
dotes, which I give as related to me, without vouch¬ 
ing in any way for their truth, are circulated and 
greedily devoured by those who fear the return of 
Gustavus or his family. From what I can discover 
of the public opinion, the present king appears 
firmly seated on his throne, and to reign in the af¬ 
fections of his subjects, which I do not find to be 
so unequivocally extended to his son: indeed, when 
a comparison is drawn between him and the son of 
the ex-king, I think the decision is generally in fa¬ 
vour of the latter, and the preference is expressed, 
not without hints of his being supported by Russia. 
They appear to be ignorant, that in the interview 
which took place at Abo in 1812, between Berna- 
dotte, then crown prince, and the emperor of Russia, 
the succession of the family of Bernadotte to the 
Swedish throne was guaranteed, before he signed the 
treaty.by which the arms of Sweden were to be di¬ 
rected against France;—but as they say in that coun- 
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try, “nous verrons.” Let us return to the subject of 
Fahlun, the chief town of the province; the greater 
part of the inhabitants are connected in some way or 
other with the copper mines. The most a miner can 
earn is thirty-six skillings, banco, the least twenty- 
four a day, a considerable part of which is paid in 
grain. Mr. Pyll, the director, sent an intelligent 
foreman to conduct us over the famous mine of 
Kopparberg, the origin of working which is un¬ 
known ; but its most ancient title is in Magnus 
Smek’s time, 1347, and by that it appears there had 
been anterior mines. We were first of all conducted 
into the council-room, where we saw plans of the 
works, and portraits of Charles IX., and of all the 
presidents since his time, as well as historical paint¬ 
ings representing particular circumstances which 
have taken place, such as the dinner given to the ex- 
king and his uncle the Duke of Sudermania, then 
regent, in one of the galleries of the mine. A bill or 
paper notifies, that divine service was first performed 
in this room in the year 1648. We were at this 
place provided with dresses and a large white hat 
with paper inside. We descended by stairs formed 
by bars of wood laid across inclined planes, which 
slope downwards, and are so contrived that horses 
traverse them with ease. These steps, and different 
galleries, at length brought us to the lowest depth, 
two hundred fathoms, where they were working. 
The mine is thirty fathoms deeper, but cannot be 
worked on account of an accumulation of water. 

The distance through the different galleries is 
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really astonishing; it occupied us two hours before 
we arrived at the bottom, but of course part of the 
time was consumed in examining the mode of ex¬ 
cavating and carrying on the work. In some places 
the men were nearly naked, working by the light 
of torches—the effect of the explosions was truly 
grand. 

Accidents frequently occur, not only from blast¬ 
ing, but also from the wood decaying and falling in. 
The galleries and arches are supported by an im¬ 
mense number of logs, besides the natural pillars 
which arc left in the progress of excavation: the 
stages of wood, across some of the openings, are in 
a frail state and sometimes give way. 

At the depth of one hundred and eighteen fa¬ 
thoms is a spacious cave, called the banqueting- 
room. An old custom has ordained, that every 
Swedish king should, once at least during his reign, 
pay a visit to Fahlun, and descend into this mine, 
when refreshments are prepared in this cave. On 
the occasion of the .visit of the ex-king and his 
uncle, then x*egent, a magnificent banquet was 
served, of which they partook with the officers of 
the mine, and no doubt every Daleearlian and 
Swede present would have sacrificed their lives in 
his defence, or have sacrificed the man on the spot, 
who would have dared to say they would ever prove 
unfaithful to so condescending and amiable a king. 
According to custom, Gustavus inscribed his name 
on the side of the room with a piece of chalk, on 
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a place already prepared ; the letters are afterwards 
cut deep, gilt, and covered with glass—this is the 
custom with all royal signatures. Yet such is the 
instability of human resolves and grandeur, that to 
their shame be it said, G. IV. A. has been defaced, 
sic transit gloria mundi, whilst Carl Iohan and Oscar 
shine resplendcntly. Many other names are simply 
cut in the rock, and we had the vanity to trace our 
own. All the galleries have received different names; 
many of them arc converted into work-shops, par¬ 
ticularly for blacksmiths to repair the tools, and 
carpenters the stages ; others are occupied as store¬ 
rooms and stables. There are a good number of 
horses employed : all of them appeared in excellent 
condition, and quite reconciled to their dark abode. 
The number of workmen employed under ground 
is about four hundred. 

We ascended by almost perpendicular ladders, and 
small damp passages, through which were rushing 
strong currents of cold air, and at length came to 
the great crater, occasioned by the falling in of the 
mine in 1666. We were excessively fatigued, and 
glad to refresh ourselves with a rein-deer’s tongue 
and some brandy and water, which we had been 
provident enough to take with us. During our 
peregrinations we were shown the part where a fire 
has been burning ever since 1802. It has been 
found impossible to extinguish it, but strong walls 
are built, by which means it is kept in a smothered 
state, but the instant a current of air reaches it. 
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the fire becomes active. It was occasioned by some 
men attempting to steal a quantity of the sulphate 
of iron, with which the mine abounds, and, on 
being disturbed, they left their burning torches, 
and combustion took place amongst the timber of 
the works which communicated to the pyrites, and 
they have continued ever since in a state of igni¬ 
tion, in spite of every endeavour made for their 
extinction. 

The sulphate of iron, a green vitriol, presents in 
many of the caves a very singular and curious ap¬ 
pearance. By continually dropping, stalactites of 
the most whimsical forms are produced, and the 
reflection of the light of the torches upon them, 
produces an effect not easily to be imagined. 

The hydraulic part of mining is well understood, 
and its operation is said not to be interrupted even 
in the severest winters. Three neighbouring lakes 
supply the water, which by means of nine machines 
turn the wheels that work the pumps, and also 
with an astonishing rapidity draw the ore up in 
buckets by iron chains. 

The ore when taken from the mine undergoes 
the operations of roasting and smelting. The first, 
in order to extract the sulphur, is performed by 
placing a layer of wood and of ore alternately to a 
certain height, when fire is put to them. This opera¬ 
tion is performed on the hill close to the mine, and, 
when the wind blows in the direction of the town, 
causes such a smoke and unpleasant odour in the 
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streets, and even houses, as to render it to a stranger 
quite insupportable. 

After roasting, the ore is pounded by large ham¬ 
mers, worked by water, and is then smelted in a 
furnace. A second roasting takes place, in order to 
separate all extraneous matter, after which it is finally 
smelted. The scoria runs off through an aperture 
called the eye, and being received into moulds of 
sand, takes the shape of bricks, of which bouses are 
very generally built. The copper is drawn oft' 
into square lumps, and sent to Abostadt, where it 
is refined. 

The compass becomes useless to the surveyors 
of this mine, a clear proof that it contains a good 
deal of iron. Silver is also collected in small quan¬ 
tities. An opinion prevails that the quantity of 
copper contained in the ore diminishes, but, I be¬ 
lieve, it is not founded in fact. 

The most striking object above ground is the 
apparatus for the manufacture of copperas or green 
vitriol. In appearance and structure, it is somewhat 
similar to that formerly described at Hertfort salt¬ 
spring : the base being a wooden platform sloping 
on both sides towards wooden troughs ; on the 
upper pa:t jire two rows of rocks, thickly covered 
with birch boughs, above which a reservoir is formed 
for the water from the mine, which is forced into 
it by innumerable pumps; small channels are formed 
from which the water is allowed to drop gently 
upon the .boughs, in passing over which it necessa- 
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rily deposits a considerable quantity of vitriolic 
matter. The water then evaporates over a fire, in 
caldrons, for half a day, and the crystallization 
takes place in cisterns, the vitriol remaining at the 
bottom, or attached to pieces of wood which are 
placed for that purpose in the cisterns. 

I ought to have noticed cascades of considerable 
height, armed with iron, over which the water runs, 
in order to precipitate the copper contained in the 
vitriolic water ; the whole operation is interesting, 
and forms a lively contrast with the dull, choaking, 
disagreeable monotony of roasting and smelting the 
ore. 

The red ochre or colour, so much used in Sweden 
for coating the wooden houses, is also made at 
Fahlun, by first washing and then baking the earth, 
after which it is mixt with boiling vitriolic water, 
and a small proportion of pitch and tar, a great 
quantity of which is annually sent to Stockholm. 

Upon the whole, Fahlun presents much curious 
matter, to repay the traveller for the extremely dis¬ 
agreeable sensations he cartnot fail to experience, 
while living within the vortex of its most annoying 
atmosphere. We had intended to proceed to Elfs- 
dal, in order to visit the porphyry quarries, which 
were first opened in 1786, and from whence such 
magnificent specimens have been procured ; but we 
found that our time would not permit the visit, 
having arranged to leave Stockholm by the steam¬ 
boat for Abo, on the 23rd instant: we therefore 
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started south on the morning of the 17th, and, pass¬ 
ing through Strand, called at Ornes, in order to see 
the house where Gustavus Vasa was concealed in 
1520, from the pursuit of the emissaries of Chris- 
tiem. It is at present converted into a barn, but 
they pretend to show the mark of his foot. A gen¬ 
tleman’s house stands near it, and the proprietor is 
said to possess a good portrait and some valuable 
relies of the hero; but as he was absent we were 
unable to obtain a sight of them, and we proceeded 
to Afvestad, where we arrived at two o’clock. 
Finding good accommodation at Afvestad we deter¬ 
mined to stay all night, in order to witness the 
operation of converting the bars of copper brought 
from Fahlun into utensils, and with which we were 
highly gratified. Nothing but charcoal is used in 
this refining process ; each furnace has a large bel¬ 
lows worked by water, as are the hammers for beat¬ 
ing the sheets out to a proper thickness, as they do 
not make use of rollers. 

The mint had been destroyed by fire about a 
month before our arrival. Large bolts and nails 
are made there, and upon the whole it may be con¬ 
sidered a very active bustling place. 

The road to Sala was sandy, and much cut up by 
carts conveying iron to the fair at Westeras. As 
we had descended the silver mine at Kongsberg we 
did not examine that of Sala, which we understood 
to be poor, and almost neglected. At the post- 
house we got a miserable dinner, surrounded by 
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drunken peasants—a more disgusting scene we have 
not witnessed in the kingdom. By the advice of 
the landlord, we passed a good-looking post-house, 
and proceeded to Longtona, in order to sleep, hut 
upon our arrival found it destitute of every common 
convenience. With the greatest difficulty we pro¬ 
cured beds, but were obliged to have recourse to 
our own provisions. In the morning we found the 
rats had walked off with one of the gaiters belong¬ 
ing to my brother. In the midst of this filth and 
misery, the woman of the house had her fingers 
covered with gold rings; many of them, as is often 
the case in Sweden, were very massive and broad. 

As we approached the capital, even with our 
forebud, we had difficulty in procuring horses, the 
fair before alluded to having caused a great demand, 
and we had to pay an extra price. We also dis¬ 
covered for the first time, that by law an hour and 
a half is allowed for every Swedish mile, and they 
cannot be forced to greater speed, which is not 
more than four English miles an hour, and this 
over the finest roads in the world; however, in ge¬ 
neral, they .make good the Swedish mile. 

At Barkarby, the old lady recognised us as having 
left the precious piece of English timber, and 
laughed heartily at her prize. We entered Stock¬ 
holm without seareh or other question, than de¬ 
manding our names. 

In Sweden all religions are tolerated; but the 
king, judges, and high officers of state are obliged 
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to profess the pure, evangelical faith, according to 
the confession of Augsburg. The crown is here¬ 
ditary in the heirs male of the king, whose person 
is sacred. He is not responsible, and is invested 
with the supreme power, and right of appointing to 
all offices in the civil, military, and naval services : 
he may select foreigners of talent for any military 
employment, except the command of fortresses. 
The king can remove from office every person 
under the crown, upon making known his reasons 
to the council of state, except the officers of justice, 
and these cannot be removed or dismissed, unless 
by their own consent. 

The rank of nobility is conferred by the king; 
but the titles since 1813, descend only to the eldest 
son. Indeed, the king is endeavouring to persuade 
the ancient nobles, to submit to this salutary re¬ 
striction, as nothing can be so great a drain upon a 
country, as people with high sounding titles, who 
must, in order to support the honour of them, be 
provided for out of the public purse, or by employ¬ 
ments for which, perhaps, they do not possess one 
single qualification. But, to show how opposite 
interests will act, while he is endeavouring to di¬ 
minish che aristocracy in Sweden, he wishes to 
increase it in Norway, and, I believe, in both cases, 
finds himself strongly opposed. 

The houses of Diet are composed of the four 
estates of nobles, clergy, burghers, and peasants, 
each having separate chambers. By right, they 
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can assemble only once in five years, and that only 
for three months ; hut the king has the power of 
convoking them at pleasure, and of prolonging the 
session to an indefinite period; during which, the 
persons of the deputies are inviolable. Any officer 
of government convicted of influencing the election, 
would be immediately dismissed. 

The king names the president or marshal of the 
Diet; to fill which office, at the approaching meet¬ 
ing, our frjend, the viceroy of Norway, Count 
Sandells, has just been nominated: the president 
is always speaker of the house of nobles. The 
king also nominates the speakers of the other 
houses, with the exception of that of the clergy, of 
which the archbishop is, ex officio, the president. 

The king is not allowed to influence their deci¬ 
sions by his presence, and the nation can be taxed 
only by its own consent, through the Diet. All 
laws are a conjoint decree of the king, and the 
four houses assembled in Diet: but should the 
houses be equally divided on any proposed law, the 
privy council, consisting of nine members (and by 
whose advice the king is supposed to govern), is 
augmented from all the houses to the number of 
thirty, when one retiring by lot, a majority of the 
remaining twenty-nine decides the question. 

As with us, the king has the power of confirm¬ 
ing or rejecting all laws; and in the latter case, 
they cannot be again discussed during that session. 
Every king, upon his accession, chooses a motto: 

VOL. I. Q 
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the last three have had as follows:—Gustavus IV. 

“ God and the peopleCharles XIII. “ My only 
wish is to see my people happyhis present ma¬ 
jesty, “ The people’s love is my reward.” The 
liberty of the press is established; but a libel or 
any publication which militates against public peace, 
or the progress of knowledge, can be tried before 
a tribunal, composed of men appointed by the 
crown (but not removeablc), and the author may 
be punished by fine and imprisonment. Trial by 
jury is unknown. 

The police, however, may be said to have the 
newspapers under control, and articles disagree¬ 
able to government are seldom inserted. 

The method of levying the taxes is, as the king 
observed to us, simple and without coercion. A 
committee is formed in each district, by delegates 
from every class, and their assessment is announced 
in the churches, as we witnessed at Fahlun. 

The House of Nobles consists of about twelve 
hundred members: the head of each family being 
by inheritance its legal representative. 

The nobles of Sweden being proverbially the 
most intriguing and factious in Europe, do not fail 
every session to form a party, in regular opposition 
to the measures of government. 

The House of Clergy, consisting of the arch¬ 
bishop, the bishops, and a certain niunber of de¬ 
puties, elected from the ecclesiastical body, gene¬ 
rally supports the government. 
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The House of Burghers is composed of deputies, 
chosen by the towns which enjoy the privilege of 
sending members to the Diet. Every citizen of 
these towns, being a freeman, and paying taxes to 
the crown, is, at the age of twenty-one an elector, 
and, at the age of twenty-four, whether rich or 
poor, he is eligible to be returned as a represen¬ 
tative, when he receives a contribution according 
to the wealth of his constituents. 

The House of Peasants consists entirely of far¬ 
mers who have neither been in trade, nor have 
enjoyed any civil office. They watch their privi¬ 
leges with extraordinary jealousy, and will not 
allow the slightest, infringement on the part of even 
the great landed proprietors. 

As the two lower houses are very indifferent 
about public affairs, unless their passions are ex¬ 
cited, or their peculiar interests attacked, and as 
the clergy arc religious and unassuming, all political 
power falls, as a matter of course, into the hands 
of the king and the nobles. 

At the opening and close of every session, the 
king delivers a speech from the throne, to the four 
Orders assembled in his presence. 

There are four Orders of-knighthood in Sweden; 
the first, that of the Seraphim, is both civil and 
military. It consists of twenty-four members, ex¬ 
clusive of the sovereign princes of the blood and of 
foreigners. The insignia of the Order are a broad, 
light blue, watered riband, with a silver star, bear- 

Q 9 
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ing these letters, J. H. S. surmounted by a cross, 
and surrounded by the triple crowns of Sweden. 
The chain is composed of crosses and heads of 
cherubim placed alternately. It is held in gi-eat 
honour. 

The second Order is that of the Sword, which is 
purely military. The riband is yellow, with blue 
edges; a gold star is worn on the left side. The 
cross bears the arms of Sweden on one side, with 
an upright sword in the middle, and on the other, 
a sword passed into a crown of laurel, with these 
words, “ Pro Patria.” This Order was conferred 
upon our gallant countryman, Sir Sidney Smith, 
for his distinguished services on board the Swedish 
fleet, when opposed to that of Russia ; but, strange 
to say, notwithstanding his still more distinguished 
services in his country’s cause, until the late ex¬ 
tension of the Order of the Bath, (of which he 
received the second class of knighthood), this Swe¬ 
dish order was the only military distinction of that 
hero, who first successfully opposed the career of 
Buonaparte. 

The third Order is of the Polar Star; which is 
a civil Order, intended for ambassadors, ministers, 
and other persons employed by government. The 
insignia arc, a white cross on the breast, tied with 
a black riband, and a star on the left side, em¬ 
broidered in silver. 

Lastly, the Order of Vasa, which was instituted 
by Gustavus III. in 1772, as a reward for ingenious 
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artists, distinguished merchants, .and people em¬ 
ployed in the mines, manufactures, <Sfc. The knights 
wear a golden sheaf (the arms of Gustavus Vasa), 
hung to the neck by a green riband, as a mark 
that the Order was instituted to encourage the pro¬ 
gress of agriculture, and it has not failed of its 
intended effect; for such has been the improvement 
within these few years, that, instead of being obliged 
to import great quantities of grain for her own con¬ 
sumption, Sweden is able to supply her own wants 
and to export to Norway. 

The great variety of Orders in Europe has been 
frequently condemned; but I cannot help thinking 
such distinctions to be a very happy mode which 
sovereigns have adopted to reward their subjects, 
at the trifling expense of a few stars and ribands: 
besides, Orders and honourable employments inspire 
greater emulation than pecuniary recompences, as 
the man who looks only to the lure of gain as the 
reward of his heroism, will very seldom perform 
any exalted action. Yet I should be very sorry to 
see this system introduced into England, because, 
at all events, it would throw into the hands of go¬ 
vernment too great a facility of making dependents. 

The exports of Sweden consist of iron, copper, 
planks, alum, cider, down, herrings, pitch, and tar. 
The three last articles have considerably decreased 
of late years; the first, from the desertion of the 
coast by the fish, and the two latter, from the 
cession of Finland, where they are both produced. 
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and it is only from the original channel of transport 
not being yet diverted, that she retains the trade. It 
is, however, fair to presume, that Russia will not 
continue blind to the advantages of the shipment 
of these articles, and that ere long they will become 
Russian instead of Swedish exports to nearly all 
Europe. The imports are chiefly manufactured 
goods, and the produce of warmer climates, such 
as wine, coffee, sugar, silk, colours for painting, and, 
strange to say, wood; for Stockholm is entirely 
dependent upon Finland for that necessary article 
of fuel, and in case of war, the want of a supply 
would he most severely felt. In the event of a 
scarcity of corn, Russia is bound to allow the 
export to Sweden, without any addition to the 
market price. 

The government has of late years turned its at¬ 
tention to preventing the extraordinary consumption, 
by the lower classes, of that most deleterious spirit, 
corn brandy ; and as one measure, the post-masters 
are prohibited from selling either spirits or even 
coffee, and are only expected to provide the articles 
necessary for cooking; and which accounts for our 
bad fare at Lcntona; but that this wise order is 
evaded, the shocking and immoral scene which we 
witnessed at Tibbie is a strong proof. 

Wc yesterday dined with the prime minister. 
The party consisted of a dozen, and was conducted 
with politeness and ease. After partaking of snaps, 
or liquors and herrings, or dried meats, as is inva- 
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riably the custom, the dinner was served, dish by 
dish. There was an abundance of servants, and it 
is said, that whatever remains on a plate when 
taken from the table, is the perquisite of the one 
who removes it, for which purpose each has his 
separate basket provided in tbe ante-room as a re¬ 
ceptacle for his gleanings. In consequence of this re¬ 
gulation, they are extremely active in changing the 
plates, and handing the dishes round, both of which 
I experienced, the first to my cost, and the latter 
to little advantage, from the avidity with which the 
slightest cessation from eating was seized upon as 
a pretence to remove the remnants. I was placed 
next to a very interesting young countess, a widow, 
to whom I addressed a good deal of conversation, 
and on such occasions, naturally laid down my 
knife and fork, when I always found my plate 
changed, and another dish at my elbow: these suc¬ 
cessions were so rapid, that although I rose from 
table hungry, my attendant must have gained suffi¬ 
cient for himself and family, if he had one, or 
otherwise to dispose of at a profit. The wine 
was circulated freely during dinner, which lasted 
a considerable time, immediately after which we 
all retired to the drawing-room, took coflee, and 
departed. We found the minister and the whole 
party much annoyed, and discussing the impossi¬ 
bility of a reported robbery of a gentleman’s trunk, 
by a Swede, under the following circumstances. 
Mr. M-wished to send his heavy baggage by 
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water to Copenhagen, while he proceeded by land, 
for which purpose, his servant was directed to take 
it to his bankers. The servant gave it to a Swedish 
porter, with the banker’s address, hut did not follow 
him for a quarter of an hour, and when he arrived, 
neither porter nor trunk had made their appearance, 
nor have either since been heard of, although two 
days have elapsed ; so that, I fear, the loss is irre¬ 
trievable, notwithstanding the innumerable facts 
which were cited by his excellency, and the whole 
party to prove, how unknown any such instance 
of dishonesty is on the part of a Swede: these ci¬ 
tations were accompanied by hints, that the crime 
had, in all probability, been committed by Mr. M—'s 
travelling servant, who is, I believe, a Russian. 
We depart to-morrow, but I shall be anxious to 
know if the mystery is ever cleared up. We cer¬ 
tainly have had every reason to be convinced of the 
general honesty of the national character, hut it 
would be an insult to common understanding, to 
assert that, in a capital containing seventy-six 
thousand inhabitants, there are not dishonest per¬ 
sons to be met with. 

Public conversation has lately been much en¬ 
grossed by the accession to a fortune of three hun¬ 
dred thousand pounds, by a man named Faliui, who, 
when it was announced to him by Mr. Foy, our con¬ 
sul, was employed copying papers at sixpence a day. 
He could hardly believe the news, having understood 
that his brother, whom he knew to he immensely 
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rich, had left all his money to public charities. 
This brother, since leaving the West Indies, where 
he accumulated this property, had settled in Eng¬ 
land, and had never assisted him with a farthing. 

Falini has made very little alteration in his man¬ 
ner of living, and expresses his intention to dis¬ 
pense his fortune in charity. However, the sum 
is considered so enormous in this country, that the 
king has nominated a committee of four to super¬ 
intend the management of it, and it is said that the 
possessor has hardly a voice on the subject,—so kind 
are the administrators in saving him trouble. 

We have had letters from London in seven days, 
a tolerably quick passage, considering the distance is 
nine hundred miles. Notwithstanding this instance 
of expedition, I fear the post-office is badly regu¬ 
lated, for yesterday we found two of our letters 
there, which had arrived even before ourselves, al¬ 
though we had repeatedly inquired for all letters, and 
had even received some while these were overlooked. 

You will probably expect some account of the 
club, or society which has been so much vaunted 
by nearly every traveller, and is said to have been 
the first established in Europe. We of course did 
not fail to procure a ticket of admission, but were 
so much occupied in sight-seeing and engagements, 
that we did not present ourselves for admittance till 
the day before our departure on the mine tour, when, 
to our surprise, the porter informed us, that we 
must pay five dollars (banco) each, before wc could 
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be admitted into the room even for a single day, 
and that the payment must be repeated in one 
month from the date of the ticket of admission. 
As we could only have the benefit of the club tor 
one day, we declined entering at the above rate, 
and since our return we have also been engaged 
every day; so we cannot gratify your curiosity a9 
to the internal arrangement, except by the statement 
we have just mentioned, which does not, I think, 
say much for its liberality. It occupies the second 
story of a large house, with rather an imposing ap¬ 
pearance. As I before observed, all the houses are 
occupied, as in the Caledonian capital, by flats, or 
floors, and are subject to the same reproach for 
want of that accommodation so absolutely neces¬ 
sary to English delicacy and comfort; yet, strange 
to say, while this, in the capital, forms so abhor¬ 
rent a feature, it is the reverse in the country. 

The painted mustaches of the serjeant of the 
guard, which, upon our entrance into this capital, 
excited so much surprise, have now, from custom, 
become quite familiar, as a party is seldom to be 
met, without some of the soldiers having recourse 
to paint, in order to assist nature in rendering them 
cn militaire. 

The only public, or, indeed, any garden in Stock¬ 
holm, is called Yauxluili, but we never found it well 
attended. On a Saturday evening, it is crowded with 
Jews and their families, and on Sundays, by servants, 
and the lower classes generally, the females of which, 
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of the capital, are at all times to be distinguished 
from those of the country, by their wearing neat 
shoes, white stockings, and good gloves, articles of 
dress in which they appear to pride themselves par¬ 
ticularly. 

The park to the east of the city, and towards the 
sea, is, from its vicinity and natural beauties, a good 
deal frequented; it is extensive, and possesses a 
great variety of scenery and forest-trees, particu¬ 
larly oaks of large growth. In this park is situ¬ 
ated the small house which the king calls his cabin, 
and where he sometimes dines, but never sleeps. 

The observatory is a conspicuous object, stand¬ 
ing on a commanding eminence. It is, I believe, 
the oidy public establishment into which we have 
not gained admittance, probably, for the same reason 
which existed at Upsala, though its external appear¬ 
ance does not give any reason to suppose the inte¬ 
rior to be in a neglected state. 

I have frequently adverted to the inconvenience 
of travelling in this country, and fully demon¬ 
strated that, under the existing regulations, it can¬ 
not by any means become expeditious; but I do 
not think I have said any thing about the charges, 
which are extremely moderate, for, upon adding 
them up, we find, that with three horses, forebud, 
and drivers, or rather, the attendants of the horses 
(for your own servant is, in all cases, obliged to 
drive), including every incidental expense, they 
have oiily amounted to the rate of sixpence for an 
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English mile, and while en route we generally made 
good the Swedish mile in an hour, though, as I be¬ 
fore observed, according to law they can only be 
compelled to perforin it in an hour and a half. By 
the assistance, however, of the never-failing Ia-sa°, 
pronounced Yah so, which has been so admirably 
described by Dr. Clarke, we contrived to keep their 
horses at a brisk trot, and ourselves in perfect good 
humour; added to which, we have had the most 
delightful weather, it never being oppressively hot. 
Indeed,the climate of Sweden may be considered ex¬ 
tremely good, not being subject to violent and sudden 
changes ; the summer is genial, and the winter cold, 
dry, and without a great deal of the vernal and au¬ 
tumnal variableness so prejudicial to health. Excur¬ 
sions in the country, and on the numerous, fine lakes, 
form the summer amusements, while sledging, and 
parties en trainneau arc the recreations of winter; the 
inhabitants being naturally sociable and hospitable 
in higher life. French modes and fashions may, in 
every respect, be said to prevail, and nationality is 
to be found only amongst the lower orders. 

During our stay, we have had every reason to be 
pleased with them, and with their general treatment 
of us, which has given us a great wish to spend the 
winter amongst them ; but, previous arrangements 
and time will not admit of further delay in our pro¬ 
gress towards Russia. 

After every inquiry, I have not been able to gain 
any information from the Swedes relative to the 



STOCKHOLM. 


237 


large, isolated stone remarked near Fjelkinge; but, 
in the “ Voyage d’un Offkier Hollandois," I find the 
following passage, which, although it says Chris- 
tianstad, I conclude must allude to it. 

“ I did not stop between Christianstad, except to 
examine a stone of enormous size, of which the 
country people had before spoken to me. It stands 
not far from the main road, near a barren spot ealled 
Trollebo, that is to say, Nest of a Sorcerer. The 
stone is usually known by the appellation of Magle- 
stan, and is eighty feet long, twenty-four broad, 
and twenty high, and is the more remarkable from 
the surrounding country being almost clear of 
stones.” It is probable that some superstitious his¬ 
tory is locally attached to it, which may account 
for our soldier’s anxiety to point it out to us. 

Sweden is almost without.a public debt, but, from 
the nearly total absence of specie, her paper-cur¬ 
rency is very much depreciated, and consequently 
the course of exchange is very much against her. 

The Swedes may be said to be strictly honest, 
more so than any other nation of Europe, and out¬ 
wardly a similar commendation would seem to be 
equally applicable to their general morals. Houses 
of ill-fame arc difficult to be met with, and the frail 
sisterhood neither invite nor offend the eye in the 
public streets, so that one would be led to suppose 
Stockholm to be the purest capital in Europe; but 
truth obliges me reluctantly to say, that it by no 
means deserves that character, and that it would 



238 


STOCKHOLM. 


have been well for Sweden, if Gustavus III. had 
never visited Italy, he having brought back with 
him the seeds of a demoralization, for which the 
specimens of the fine arts which accompanied them 
will never be able to compensate. 

The combined population of Sweden and Nor¬ 
way may be computed at four millions. It is, how¬ 
ever, much to be feared that their mutual interests 
are not sufficiently understood by Norway, to render 
her a faithful friend in the day of need. That the 
day of need must arrive, sooner or later, one has 
only to consider the encroachments of Russia during 
the last century to be convinced of it. 

At the commencement of the reign of Charles 
XII. how different were the relative power and po¬ 
sition of the two nations, and the two capitals. 
That of Sweden must have ’appeared, as far as hu¬ 
man foresight could judge, perfectly secure from 
even the possibility of insult from Russia; defended 
as it was by a considerable fleet, and by a frontier, 
comprising the whole of Finland, whilst Russia was 
not only without a fleet, but almost unknown on 
the shores of the Baltic. But what is now the case! 
The i.nmortal Peter wrested Finland, as far as Wi- 
borg, from then;; Catharine established a marine 
which nearly annihilated that of Sweden ; whilst 
Alexander has completed the conquest of Finland, 
and brought his flag within fifty miles of Stock¬ 
holm, which remains an open capital, without a 
fleet of sufficient force or magnitude to defend it, 
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or to cope with the Russians in any respect. There¬ 
fore Sweden is much in the same position as the 
lamb with the wolf; and, however for a time she 
may avert the ambitious views of Russia, the day 
must arrive, when some convenient pretence will 
he made for a rupture, and then, if Europe does 
not interfere, I would not hazard sixpence upon the 
independence of Sweden, however much the Swedes 
may invoke the names of Gustavus Vasa, Charles 
XII., and Gustavus Adolphus, determining, even 
under the present king, to follow their illustrious 
example, and to sacrifice their lives, sooner than 
lose the independence of Scandinavia and the 
yellow cockade. 

That the day may be far distant before the at¬ 
tempt is made, is my fervent wish, and that, when 
made, the rest of Europe may interpose its shield, 
and preserve the noble race independent and invio¬ 
late, is my sincere prayer. 

But having now gone through this country, in 
order that you may form your own judgment of 
what is likely to be the fate of Sweden, I will con¬ 
clude by giving you a short summary of the condi¬ 
tion of the country to the present era. 

Sweden was comprised, by ancient geographers, 
under the name of Scandinavia, a generic term 
used by the Romans, as the moderns have used the 
word desert, when speaking of the interior of 
Africa, to express a vast tract of country, of which 
they in fact are ignorant. But Sweden, even re- 
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cently, was a kingdom of very considerable, though 
divided extent, having attached to it the whole of 
Lapland, Finland, Livonia, Istlionia, Ingria, Pome¬ 
rania, Wismar, Bremen, and Werden : hut all these 
extraneous possessions have, at different times, with 
the exception of part of Lapland, been wrested from 
her. In return for this spoliation, she has acquired 
Norway and St. Bartholomew, an island in the 
West Indies. Upon the whole, although her na¬ 
tional pride has been much wounded, it must be 
confessed that, by the consolidation of her territory, 
she has been at least a sufficient gainer to compen¬ 
sate her for the loss of her foreign and widely-scat¬ 
tered possessions, which were swayed by different, 
and often conflicting interests, none, perhaps, being 
in perfect accordance with those of the ancient 
kingdom. 

St. Bartholomew, ceded to Sweden by France in 
1784, though a distant and foreign possession, is of 
the highest importance to her, by giving a spur to 
commerce ; and being isolated and so far distant, it 
is never likely to give rise to any contcniotns. If, 
therefore, the union with Norway should be pro¬ 
perly matured and cemented, the united kingdom 
may be considered as extremely strong and dc- 
fencible. Should she be attacked by Russia, although 
certain, in the first instance, of losing Stockholm, 
and her eastern frontier, the Swedes ought not to be 
dismayed, because perseverance, and perhaps alli¬ 
ances, would enable them to make a stand, if not to 
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recover their lost ground ; and it is probably, with 
this view, that the present wise monarch is erecting 
with so much skill and attention, the strong for¬ 
tress at Wanas, to which I have before alluded. 

The Swedes carry their history back to the reign 
of Eric I., who swayed the sceptre a. m. 1849 ; but 
Swedish history is to be found in so many works, 
that I shall confine myself to what immediately re¬ 
lates to the condition of the country as I saw it. 

Gustavus IV. ascended the throne in 1792. His 
conduct and fate are too recent to need comment, 
though, to his honour ought it to be remembered, 
that, amidst all his insane actions, lie was at least 
consistent in his conduct towards Bonaparte, and 
never disgraced himself by crouching to him. He 
was reluctantly succeeded by his uncle, who sub¬ 
scribed to a modified constitution, and was, during 
the latter years of his reign, entirely guided by the 
advice and counsel of bis present majesty, who ap¬ 
pears to have completely gained the hearts of the 
great majority of his subjects. He undoubtedly 
stands upon very high and independent grounds, 
having been called to the throne by the national 
wish, without any intrigue on his own part. But his¬ 
tory shows us how very uncertain the stability of 
any dynasty is in Sweden. However fickle the 
Swedes may be towards their government, they are 
by no means so towards the established religion, 
which is Lutheranism, according to the confession 
of Augsburg, and so little innovation has been made, 

VOL. l. R 
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or toleration allowed, that Jews were not ad¬ 
mitted into the kingdom till 1776. Up to this day 
the following fundamental laws arc strictly ad¬ 
hered to. 

"That people of a foreign religion shall not hold 
any office under government, nor open public 
schools for teaching their doctrines ; neither shall 
they send missionaries either into or out of the 
kingdom, or found convents. 

“ Jews may have synagogues at Stockholm, and 
some other cities, where a watchful eye can be kept 
over them, aud prevent them from having any public 
processions. 

“ Swedes abandoning their religion shall be pu¬ 
nished according to law, which prescribes banish¬ 
ment, and the loss of all civil privileges.” 

Sweden enjoys a much milder climate than other 
countries in a similar latitude, which is probably 
owing to its state of cultivation, and to the waters 
by which it is both intersected and surrounded. 
The Baltic and German Ocean confine it on three 
sides, while there arc lakes, which may be •termed 
inland seas. The Wencrn lake is eighty miles in 
length, and forty-two in breadth: the Wettern, 
although only twenty-four in breadth, is ninety in 
length, and is much more interesting to the traveller 
from the clearness of its water, which, it is said, 
enables an object to be discovered at the depth of 
one hundred feet; but in some parts it has never 
been sounded, and its depth very often increases 
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and decreases in a very short time. This is attri¬ 
buted to the effects of subterranean winds, as, upon 
such occasions, a rumbling noise is heard, and a tem¬ 
pest soon follows. In winter, the ice sometimes 
unexpectedly breaks, with explosions that alarm 
the inhabitants on the borders; yet with all these 
symptoms, and with the remains of extinguished 
volcanoes, no shock of an earthquake stands on 
record. Sweden also abounds in rivers, which, al¬ 
though objects of great attraction, from their fine 
cataracts, are unfortunately, by the same cause, ren¬ 
dered useless for the purposes of commerce. To 
remedy this, and to give additional value to the 
lakes, much and laudable anxiety has always been 
shown to form connecting canals. So much exer¬ 
tion has been displayed on this point by his present 
majesty, that it is confidently expected that, within 
a very few years, vessels of moderate size will be 
able to pass from Gdthcborg to Soderkoping, and 
from thence to enter the Baltic at only a distance 
of eighty miles to the southward of Stockholm. 
By these means, in case of a war with Denmark, 
much of the risk of capture in the Categat and 
Sound will be avoided. The expense of forming 
these canals is, of course, very great, and it is only 
with the utmost difficulty, that the king can obtain 
the necessary supplies of money from the senate, 
as I have mentioned in a former letter. The lakes 
and rivers abound in excellent fish, which afford pro¬ 
fit and employment to the neighbouring inhabitants. 
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The pure and sharp air which the Swedes breathe, 
renders them vigorous, and they are famous for 
longevity. The face of the country is diversified 
with eminences and hills, particularly the chain of 
the latter, which gradually rise in Wcstrogotliia, 
stretching to the north, and in dividing Sweden 
from Norway, reach the altitude of six thousand 
feet, when their summit is covered with eternal 
snow. The southern and eastern parts of Sweden 
may he termed flat. The hills are generally com¬ 
posed of gravel, freestone, calcareous stone, slate, 
and of different kinds of petrifactions, the basis 
being granite, which is so plentiful, that it is found 
in large separate masses. Taberg, and some other 
districts, arc composed entirely of iron ore. 

The soil of the plains and valleys is very proper 
for cultivation, which, of late years, has been so 
much attended to, that Sweden is no longer depen¬ 
dent upon supplies of foreign grain, but is occa¬ 
sionally enabled to assist Norway: yet the forests 
are immense, and supply wood for fuel, which the 
climate renders necessary, besides furnishing quan¬ 
tities for exportation. Every care is taken by govern¬ 
ment to p "eserve the forests, but in spite of which 
they meet with frequent devastation, chiefly arising 
from improper management in the attempts to 
clear parts for cultivation by means of fire, which 
often ravages to an alarming extent beyond the de¬ 
sired point. By this operation it is intended, not 
only to clear the ground, but that the ashes of the 
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wood may serve as manure. It is, however, far 
from proving profitable, as the wood is lost, and the 
ground, after producing two or three crops, be¬ 
comes entirely useless. The practice is therefore 
discouraged by government, but cannot be altoge¬ 
ther prevented. If a proprietor, by accident, com¬ 
municates fire to his neighbour’s trees, the full 
extent of loss is assessed, and the payment of it 
rigorously enforced. The process of vegetation is 
curious, as there may be said to be two distinct pe¬ 
riods. For example, the seeds sown in the autumn 
spring up and present a beautiful verdure, as we 
observed near Dancmora, but the snow soon hides 
it for six or seven months, and one imagines it 
gone for ever; but on the dissipation of the snow it 
recovers with fresh luxuriance. 

The rearing of cattle is much attended to, al¬ 
though it by no means yields an adequate profit, 
from the expense of stall-feeding during the long 
and dreary winters. The beef is small, and toler¬ 
ably good, but the mutton is execrable. 

The peasantry are excessively addicted both to 
ardent spirits and to smoking, and much corn is 
unnecessarily expended in the distillation of the for¬ 
mer, and a good deal of land misapplied in the cul¬ 
tivation of tobacco, which we were much surprised 
to see growing luxuriantly, so far to the north as 
the neighbourhood of Stockholm. 

The principal riches of Sweden are contained 
in the bowels of the earth, and for this reason the 
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chief attention of government has been directed, 
since the thirteenth century, to the working of the 
mines. The college of mines is an establishment 
of the highest utility. For the relief of those who 
are engaged in the mining business, or at the forges, 
an establishment has been formed, called the iron 
office, where money is lent upon that metal at four 
per cent. A Swedish mechanic, Polhem, immor¬ 
talized himself by his invention of the extraordinary 
(at least for his day) machines, which are employed 
at Danemora, Fahlun, #*c.; and it is pleasing to find 
that his country, sensible of his patriotism in re¬ 
fusing the most tempting offers from Peter the 
Great, rewarded him with the highest honours and 
places of profit. 

And now, with feelings of respect for the nation, 
and of gratitude for the kind treatment we have in¬ 
variably received at their hands, I take my leave of 
the Swedes, as to-morrow we embark in the steam¬ 
boat which plies between this and Abo in order to 
traverse Finland, and arrive at Petersburg before 
the frost sets in, that we may judge of it and its 
environs previously to the falling of its impenetra¬ 
ble mantle of snow. 
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Journey from Stockholm to St. Petersburg—Gulf of Bothnia—Archi¬ 
pelago—Islands of Aland—Night, Storm, and Steam Vessel— 
Iron Cables—Finland—Abo — Cathedral-University—Library 
Observatory — Grand Dinner Party — English, Swedish, and 
Russian Frigates—Russian Government of Finland—Salo—Lam- 
bola—Mjolbolstad—Helsingfors —Government Buildings—Quay 
—Trade—Army of Finland—Constitution of Finlaud—Taxes— 
Military Etiquette—Running the Gantlet—Russian Bath, en mi- 
litaire —Sweaborg—Traitors and Treason—Borgo—Lovisa— 
Fredrikshatnn—Peterlax—Granite Quarries— Riskila—Wiborg 
—Stromstadt—K rasnoja—Pampala —Rajajoki — Drauischnikotf 
—BeloostrotT—Suburbs of St. Petersburg — Entrance of St. 
Petersburg. 

St Petersburg, 9th October (New Style), 1828. 

We left Stockholm at noon on the 23rd ultimo, in 
a steam-boat, commanded by an Englishman, and 
having an engine, said to he of a fifty horse power, 
but which unfortunately on the day of need did not 
prove of half the force. The weather was delight¬ 
fully fine, and the sun was shining very brightly on 
the city, so as to give it, as we receded from it, a 
magnificent appearance: it is impossible to fancy 
any thing more picturesque. 

We passed an infinity of islands, and several very 
narrow sounds, some of them commanded by bat¬ 
teries, particularly that of Waxholm, through which 
all vessels bound to Stockholm must of necessity 
pass. It is not more than one hundred and fifty 
fathoms broad, and in addition to the castles, in 
order to prevent its being forced or passed with 
impunity, a vessel has been sunk in the middle 
of the channel, and an iron chain stretched across. 
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which can be set np by capstans in the southern 
castle. The depth of water is thirty feet. These 
preparations were made during Nelson’s memorable 
attack on Copenhagen, and such was the dread liis 
very name inspired, that in their alarm they have 
seriously injured their port, even for the purposes 
of commerce. 

We anchored for the night at the custom-house, 
below Waxholm, where our baggage underwent a 
slight search, as it was alleged, for specie, it being 
contrary to law to carry any out of the kingdom. 
They certainly might have saved themselves this 
trouble, for neither gold nor silver is in circulation, 
nor to be met with even by accident: the country 
is inundated with paper, it being even rare to meet 
with copper coin. 

Our party consisted of eleven passengers, six of 
whom were females ; and as everybody appeared to 
feel the necessity of being agreeable, arrangements, 
satisfactory to all parties, were soon made relative 
to the mode of living, sleeping, $-c. My brother 
and I had taken the after-cabin to ourselves, hut 
readily entered into good fellowship w ith the rest of 
the company. 

At six the next morning we weighed, and soon 
passed the island of Soderam, the hist spot of Swedish 
territory. The distance to Lagskaren, the most ad¬ 
vanced of the Aland group, all of which belong to 
Russia, is only sixteen miles, which will give you 
an idea of the depressed state in which Sweden 
must have been in 1809, when such a frontier could 



ISLANDS or ALAND. 


249 


have been prescribed to her. Surely Russia, if not 
actuated by ulterior plans of ambition, might have 
been content with terra firma, and left the Swedes 
in possession of the Archipelago, from whence, at 
least, they would have been able to warn the capital 

of an .approaching attack. The wind freshened, 
and a little swell got up, which prevented the vessel 
making her course good; night was coming on, 
and we were drifting down on a barren, rocky island; 
it is true there appeared a passage on cither side, 
but the pilot, when called upon to extricate us from 
our perilous situation, declared his inability, saying, 
he only knew the road from Stockholm to Abo, in 
a straight line. As the above passages had a surf 
breaking, from our position apparently across, we 
were, at dark, reduced to the alternative of driving 
ashore, or attempting to ride the night out with an 
anchor and chain cable ; the latter was of course 
preferred, the crew appearing to trust very much 
to providence. The night proved very bad, the 
wind and sea increased, but we rode out well till 
day-light, when our cable parted. Another anchor, 
with an hempen cable soon brought her up, but not 
with any hope of its holding long in such very 
rocky ground: things now looked serious, and the 
crew became much alarmed; signals were made, 
and guns fired for a pilot; after a time a boat was 
seen coming towards us, and soon afterwards, that 
providence to which we had trusted, and which had 
preserved us during the night, caused the wind to 
shift, so as to allow us with our sails to clear the 
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rock, and resume the straight or turnpike-road, 
which our pilot so well knew. -This ignorance and 
want of resource in the Swedes, have lowered their 
maritime skill and enterprise very much in my esti¬ 
mation ; had our cables parted in the night, every 
soul would, in all probability, have perished. 

In the evening we came to the first Russian cus¬ 
tom-house, where a mere form of examination took 
place, but our passports were sent to the guard- 
vessel, a Russian sloop of ten guns. Having re¬ 
plenished our fuel (wood), we proceeded a few 
miles further, and then anchored for the night, 
which we passed under much pleasanter circum¬ 
stances than the last. At the custom-house we 
procured some excellent perch, oft’ which we sup¬ 
ped. In the morning at six we started, with the 
wind from the northward, but with rainy, dirty 
weather. After passing innumerable islands, some 
of them well wooded, others distinguished by wind¬ 
mills, and only one by a church, we arrived at five 
o’clock at Abo, under unfavourable circumstances 
as to weather; still the appearance of the town and 
port was extremely interesting. With little inter¬ 
ruption from either the custom-house or police, we 
soon had our carriage and ourselves well lodged at 
a large and good inn, called the Society House. As 
soon as we arrived j Mr. Augustine, a relative of some 
of the female passengers, came on board, when they 
were pleased to say, they felt obliged to us for our 
attention paid to them during the voyage. Mr. 
Augustine therefore insisted upon our drinking tea 
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with him, and made us promise to take a family 
dinner with him on the next day, the particulars of 
which I shall relate in due time. 

The whole distance between Stockholm and Abo, 
one hundred and sixty miles, is a continuation of 
islands, with only one good passage of sixteen miles, 
by which ships can enter the Gulf of Bothnia, and 
near Grislcham this passage becomes still more con¬ 
tracted. The inhabitants of these islands amount 
to about six thousand, who chiefly gain their liveli¬ 
hood as fishermen, and by carrying wood and other 
articles between Finland and Stockholm. For this 
purpose they have a peculiar kind of vessel called a 
swamp, which is so very low abaft, that in the least 
swell the sea washes over it, and whilst the midship, 
or middle part is, perhaps, piled up ten or twelve feet 
with wood, the lower part is constructed as a well 
for carrying over live fish. As they never think of 
starting without a fair wind, and the vessels are by 
no means calculated to encounter bad weather, they 
cannot be termed either a hardy or expert race of 
seamen: in all probability the generality of them 
are of the same description as our pilot proved to 
be of, that is to say, bold and confident in fine wea¬ 
ther and a fair wind, but once out of the straight 
road or encountering difficulty, helpless and de¬ 
sponding—for during our danger he appeared more 
like an alarmed passenger than the man to whose 
skill an«l^ judgment our safety was intrusted. At 
the time we were in the channel, a vast number of 
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these swamps were passing at a great rate before 
the wind, having a very large boom, and the main¬ 
sail tapering almost to nothing at the gaff, but I do 
not think one of them would have run the risk of 
hauling to the wind, had it become necessary, in 
order to save our lives. As many of the islands 
are perfectly steril, and of course have no distin¬ 
guishing property, those iu the fair way have dif¬ 
ferent land-marks erected on them, which, at a 
distance, assume various whimsical shapes. To¬ 
wards Abo the channels become very narrow and 
intricate, even requiring floating trees to mark the 
passage. They are moored by the roots consider¬ 
ably under water, so as to make them rise nearly 
perpendicularly. In the midst of this Archipelago 
we were surprised by the sight of a fine, large mer¬ 
chant-ship of four hundred tons, beating up to Abo; 
however, the weather becoming scpially, she was 
obliged to anchor. Mr. Augustine told us they 
were famdus for building large and good ships at 
Abo, and under the Swedish government were con¬ 
siderable carriers, but of late years they had fallen 
off, and the square-rigged vessels are reduced to a 
few, which trade principally to Liverpool and St. 
Ubes for salt. It possesses a small, imperial dock¬ 
yard, containing a few decayed gun-boats, though, 
no doubt, in case of a rupture with Sweden, great 
activity would soon reign in that department. 

Abo is a town of great antiquity, and was origi¬ 
nally built of wood; but having frequently suffered 
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from conflagrations, the use of that material is dis¬ 
couraged in building, and either brick or stone is 
substituted. The town is of considerable extent, 
with one principal street running right through it, 
which is situated on either side of the river Acura, 
and is said to be the longest street in Europe, 
though certainly not the most magnificent. 

Near the bridge is held a floating market, similar 
to those at Stockholm ; the vegetables were parti¬ 
cularly fine. The population is about ten thousand, 
but it is said to be on the decrease since Helsingfors 
has been made the capital of Finland, and the scat 
of government. Yet the emperor has not neglected 
its welfare, for large sums of money are at this 
moment expending on the university and observa¬ 
tory. These two buildings, with the cathedral, 
form the principal objects worthy of a stranger’s 
notice. 

I will begin by describing the latter, as it claims 
precedence from its antiquity, though it is said to 
have been built by an Englishman. 

The outside presents nothing but plain brick¬ 
work, the interior, however, is of the chastest style 
of Gothic architecture, particularly the roof. It con¬ 
tains several monuments, but, as connected with the 
history of the unfortunate Eric XIV., I must par¬ 
ticularize that of Catharine Mansdottcr, his queen. 
Eric was so struck by her beauty when she was 
yet a child, that, although the daughter of a pea¬ 
sant, he had her properly educated and placed in 
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the court of his sister. When arrived at years of 
maturity she became his mistress, and acquired 
an extraordinary ascendency over him, which pro¬ 
bably proceeded from her beauty and good sense, 
but which was generally ascribed to witchcraft, 
jJ"C. Possession only increased instead of dimi¬ 
nishing his attachment, probably in consequence of 
her having borne him a son, or of his disappointment 
in his attempts to marry several foreign princesses, 
amongst others our Elizabeth and the unfortunate 
Mary of Scotland; hut let the cause be what it 
may, he soon after made Catharine his wife, and, 
during his subsequent misfortunes, she appears 
never to have willingly abandoned him, and always 
to have afforded him the greatest possible consola¬ 
tion by her affectionate and grateful conduct. 

That his attachment to her was unbounded, and 
only terminated with his life, is proved by his letters, 
in one of which, addressed to her, he laments the 
miseries of his own imprisonment, and adds, “ God 
forbid, wherever you are (for he appears to have 
been kept in ignorance of her abode), that you and 
your children should experience any similar severity; 
forge not your beloved Eric, and break not the 
marriage vow to which I have always adhered with 
the most inviolable constancy.” After his violent 
death she contrived, by her prudence, so to conci¬ 
liate the favour of the two brothers, that she re¬ 
mained during the'rcst of her life undisturbed at Abo, 
and in the enjoyment of a considerable revenue. 
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The organ here is a most excellent one, and the 
gift of a citizen, but it is rendered ridiculous by the 
figure of the donor, painted at full length in the 
centre of the case. 

Over the door of the sacristy is a gilded, wooden 
image of St. Henry, the martyr, he being the patron, 
saint of Finland, and the first preacher of the gos¬ 
pel in that country. Just outside the town is a 
well, held in great veneration, as the place where 
the first Finn was baptized by him. 

The university was founded during the minority 
of Queen Christina, about the year 1640. Gus¬ 
tav us IV. began to rebuild it, but its progress was 
stopped by his unfortunate wars, and the ultimate 
loss of the country. However, Alexander has, with 
much liberality, continued the original plan, with 
only this difference, that the hall of state is crowned 
by a colossal bust of the emperor, instead of by that 
of the ex-king. The hall is really a magnificent room, 
ornamented with large, highly polished, granite pil¬ 
lars, and with others covered with a stucco, the dif¬ 
ference between which and marble is difficult to 
discover. The cornices and ornaments are beauti¬ 
fully executed in composition, an art in which the 
Russians are said to excel. 

The professors are numerous, and are said to be 
well paid, and to enjoy a good reputation. The 
students have the privilege of wearing a sword 
when in full dress, which is considered a very ho¬ 
nourable distinction to those who are not in the army. 
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The library was founded by Count Bry, about 
the same time as the university : it contains ten 
thousand volumes, arranged in several very good 
rooms, convenient for research, and furnished with 
tables, $*c. There are also cabinets of mineralogy 
and natural history. 

The observatory being the most northern in the 
world, and on the same meridian as that at the Cape 
of Good Hope, excited great interest, and we has¬ 
tened to visit it. The situation, on a rock above 
the town, is admirably commanding. The building 
is hardly finished, and we were quite shocked to 
find a magnificent set of astronomical instruments, 
just received from Rieff’edcr and Co., of Munich, 
lying about half unpacked, and so exposed as to 
be at the merciless examination of every person 
whom the attendant, a common soldier, might in¬ 
troduce. We inquired for the astronomer, but 
were told that, as the observatory was not quite 
ready, he did not attend: I fear, when he docs, the 
instruments will be so deranged as to be useless. 
The view is most extensive and varied, though the 
country appears very stcril. 

On tb •; day after our arrival, we repaired at two 
o’clock to the house of Mr. Augustine, in order to 
partake of his family dinner, but were surprised to 
find a party of twenty-four assembled ; he however 
assured us they were all relations : some of the fe¬ 
males were very fine, handsome women. After par¬ 
taking of snaps, an elegant dinner was served ; there 
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were removes innumerable: a good deal of wine 
was drunk, and we expected to retire, as is custom¬ 
ary in Sweden, but, to our astonishment, the English 
mode of taking off the cloth and renewing the table 
with a dessert and wine was adopted, Mr. Augustine 
informing us he had been in England and admired 
our customs. He then directed a bumper to be 
filled, and drank to the health of the King of Eng¬ 
land, with three times three. At the end of the 
roar, our astonishment and sense of his politeness 
were still further excited, by a full military band 
striking up “ God save the King.” We of course 
expressed our sense of the honour, and proposed 
toasts that we thought would be most agreeable to 
him ; in this way was the merry glass circulated 
till six o’clock, when dancing commenced, which 
was kept up with great spirit till near ten, when we 
again returned to the pleasures of the table, which 
with singing and toasts were continued till near 
midnight, when we were unwillingly allowed to re¬ 
tire from this family party, at which it is impossible 
that more hospitality or polite attention coidd have 
been shown ; and we felt most sensibly the honour 
done to England, and to ourselves as Englishmen. 
As in Sweden, supper appears to be absolutely ne¬ 
cessary to terminate the day, but it is not attended 
with the same prejudicial effects upon the teeth of 
the females, as in that country. Except being rather 
too much en bon point, those of the present party 
were mostly handsome, agreeable-looking women. 

Vol. I. S 
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Two of our fellow passengers started early in 
the morning for Helsingfors, and were extremely 
anxious we should accompany them, in order to 
ensure our mutual safety, a report prevailing that a 
number of the formats had escaped from Svveaborg, 
and were levying contributions upon travellers, ge¬ 
nerally accompanying their robbery by murder. 
One of the gentlemen appeared dreadfully alarmed, 
and was so ridiculously armed with pistoTs and 
swords, as to excite our laughter, in spite of the 
dread he hy every means in his power endeavoured 
to inspire us with ; and when we absolutely refused 
to accompany them, he was quite desponding, and 
said that, by our obstinacy, perhaps both parties 
would be robbed and immolated; whereas, if to¬ 
gether, nobody would dare to attack us. We could 
not help feeling that he trusted much to our being 
Englishmen, of whom, in this part of the world, a 
very high opinion is entertained. 

In 1812, at the time of the interview between the 
Emperor and Crown Prince of Sweden, three fri¬ 
gates were in the roads, a Russian, a Swedish, and 
an English, yet with all their prejudice in favour 
of their former countrymen, they do not hesitate 
to speak in terms of the highest admiration of the 
superior order and discipline of our ship, while they 
allude with contempt to the Russian vessel. These 
ships were commanded by three of the best officers 
of the respective services, vis., our friend Admiral 
Nordenskield, Admiral Count Haydn of the Russian 
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service, and Captain Bowles, who, for the first five 
years after the peace, held the responsible, delicate, 
and difficult command in South America, and con¬ 
ducted all diplomatic and commercial proceedings, 
when there were so many different and jarring in¬ 
terests to contend with. He nevertheless continued 
to inspire them all with respect for himself and for 
his country ; his conduct at the same time meeting 
with the highest approbation of government, as I 
believe you have had a good opportunity of knowing. 

Although the recent separation of Abo (thirteen 
years) from Sweden, has not as yet caused the in¬ 
habitants to assimilate much to the Russian man¬ 
ners, and not at all to their religion, nevertheless, 
from the troops, and many of the employes, being 
Russians, many customs of the latter country are 
observable in Finland. Two Greek churches, with 
cupolas painted green, and surmounted with a cres¬ 
cent, droskies, and the number of people dressed 
in uniform, do not fail forcibly to remind the stran¬ 
ger that he is no longer in Sweden : but the proof 
which we hailed with most pleasure was, that the 
forebud became unnecessary, and that, as in Eng¬ 
land, we could choose our own time for starting, 
being sure of always finding horses ready at the 
different post-houses ; and the yard of our inn, in 
point of bustle, had all the liveliness of an English 
one. We were agreeably surprised to find that, 
although under the most despotic military govern¬ 
ment in Europe, we were not the least annoyed by 

s* 
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the police, and had our passports backed for Peters¬ 
burg without difficulty. Finland lias a bank and a 
paper currency of her own ; wc were provided with 
a letter of credit, and soon found ourselves in pos¬ 
session of neat, new notes, but which, as in Sweden, 
descended to the smallest sums; but instead of 
dollars and skillings, we now began to count in 
rubles and copecks. The rate of exchange was 
very much in our favour, and wc received ten thou¬ 
sand rubles for fifty pounds sterling. 

We were a good deal amused with the servant- 
maid at the Society House. Although pretty, she was 
dreadfully sulky, and we could neither extort an 
answer nor a smile from her, till just before our de¬ 
parture, when taking away something, she was 
greatly embarrassed how to open the door, from 
having her hands full: I immediately rose from 
table and opened it, when she felt the undeserved 
civility, and expressed her thanks in so different a 
way from her former manner, that she did not ap¬ 
pear the same person—such is the contrast between 
amiableness and moroseness. But that you may 
not, from this anecdote, suppose that the Finnish 
damsels are all of her disposition, I must tell you, 
that the morning after our arrival I was surprised 
and awakened by a very amiable and pretty fruit- 
girl coming into my room, and offering to sell 
apples and plums: so difficult is it to form an opi¬ 
nion of character from one or two instances ; for 
never was a greater contrast between two women 
of the same town. 
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Soon after noon, on Saturday the 28th ultimo, 
we took leave of our kind friends, and proceeded 
{with three horses to our carriage, harnessed as in 
Sweden,) to Salo, thirty-five miles oflj where wc 
arrived at a dirty post-house about seven o’clock; 
however, they gave us clean beds, and cooked a 
couple of grouse for our supper, so that we had no 
reason to complain of our treatment, particularly as 
the people were civil and obliging. 

From a hill about two miles from Abo, there is a 
curious bird’s eye view of the town, which has a 
singular effect, from the diversity of the surround¬ 
ing scenery : most of the houses, as in Denmark, 
have white chimneys. The extraordinary number 
of small windmills, both near the town and during 
the whole of the day’s journey, attracted a good 
deal of attention; it appears to be the custom for 
every person to grind his own corn. We passed 
many neat looking country boxes. 

The country between Abo and Salo, to the left, 
is rocky and hilly, bnt well wooded ; to the right it 
is more level, with arable and pasture land; the 
former clean, with good looking crops of rye—the 
latter well filled with extremely bulky cattle. Yet 
with rocks on one side, and pasture on the 
other, the road was often disagreeably sandy and 
heavy. At each post-house we found horses ready 
to put too in a moment. As in Sweden, our own 
servant drove, he is a very intelligent young man, 
and although a Swede, speaks English like a native ; 
we hired him soon after our arrival at Stockholm, 
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and he made the trip to the mines with us so much 
to our satisfaction, that we brought him on ; but as 
he does not know much about this city (Petersburg), 
he is to leave us in a day or two, in order to return 
to his family. Michaelmas day proved beautiful, 
and being Sunday, the road near Lembala was much 
enlivened by a number of equestrians and pedes¬ 
trians repairing to church. They were all very well 
dressed ; the women wearing their hair neatly done 
up, and enclosed behind in green silk or satin hags. 
The church inside was in a neglected state, but 
crowded to excess, the men and women occupying 
different sides. The inhabitants of the Duchy of 
Finland are Lutherans. Equipages do not appear 
to be common, for a gentleman seeing I was in a 
carriage, inquired if I was an ambassador. 

Half way between Lembala and Svenskby, we 
came to a steep hill in a thick wood, which neither 
encouragement nor coercion could induce our horses 
to mount. After many ineffectual attempts, we 
were obliged to send the driver on, in order to bring 
fresh horses, which he did at the expiration of two 
hours, which we had passed not without some ap¬ 
prehension that the predictions of our former timid 
companion might have been verified ; for certainly 
there never was a spot better calculated for such 
deeds. However, nothing happened, and we arrived 
safely at Mjolbolsta about eight o’clock, where we 
were miserably lodged. A number of peasants of 
both sexes were collected, and enjoying themselves 
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in dancing and drinking : there was nothing grace¬ 
ful in the dancing ; indeed I have never wit¬ 
nessed less at a country fair in England, which is 
saying a good deal. We made only forty-five miles 
during the day, the road being deep sand, which 
appeared the more extraordinary as on each side 
were rocks and trees, the latter consisting of pines, 
firs, and birch rather dwarfish ; and, as the day be¬ 
fore, we passed good looking bouses, cattle, and 
crops of rye. 

Monday proved delightful weather, and we made 
good one Swedish mile an hour, arriving at Hel¬ 
singfors at five o’clock. The road till reaching 
Thaikes was something like that described in the 
north of Germany. Indeed, there does not appear 
to have been any attempt to form a road, except 
by cutting down trees, leaving sufficient space for 
carts and cattle to pass. It then became good till 
approaching the capital, when it was much cut up 
by traffic, although the country became rocky and 
steril. We did not pass many villages or churches ; 
but now and then good-looking seats, or houses of 
country-gentlemen, appeared at a distance ; indeed, 
they occurred more frequently than in either Den¬ 
mark, Sweden, or- Norway. Many of them were 
lofty, having even attics. 

The post-houses in general arc very bad, and the 
yards so deep with mud, $rc., that a causeway of 
plank is obliged to be thrown across, in order to 
admit' of approach to the house, which seldom 
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affords a better entertainment than ham, eggs, and 
rye bread, the latter not eatable. All the way from 
Abo to Helsingfors, we frequently met soldiers 
conveying prisoners or cattle, and peasants in carts 
with a bell ringing as it hung to the shafts; they 
were invariably armed, and wore velvet, caps. There 
are few post-towns for letters in Finland. Near 
Qvis, we met the mail; the guard was cased in 
swords and pistols ; yet, with all these precautions, 
we did not hear of any well-authenticated facts of 
robberies, although everybody predicted danger. 
Abo, while under the dominion of Sweden, had 
always been considered the capital and seat of go¬ 
vernment of Finland; but, upon the cession of the 
duchy to Russia, these distinctions were very pro¬ 
perly transferred to Helsingfors, it being situated 
in almost the centre of the line of coast, and having 
a strong fortress in its immediate vicinity: since 
which it has assumed a very imposing appearance, 
from the number of government buildings which are 
in progress, and are mostly constructed of brick stuc¬ 
coed white. The senate-house is of great extent, 
with a staircase which docs honour to the architect, 
Mr. Engel, a Prussian. He has been employed 
seven years, upon designs for improving and em¬ 
bellishing the town ; he had the goodness to show 
us some of the plans, “ Approuve par l’ordre su- 
p^rieur de S. M. Pempcreur, le prince Volskonsky:” 
these will be carried into effect, without imposing 
fresh burdens on the Finns, because the emperor 
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has reduced tlieir military establishment to five 
thousand men, although, by the treaty under which 
Finland was ceded to Russia, it ought to be twenty 
thousand ; the consequent saving he has generously 
dedicated to these improvements, and to other objects 
beneficial to the country. In order to facilitate 
commerce, a very fine quay has been formed, which 
alone cost eight hundred thousand pounds, and no 
doubt, in time, Helsingfors will become a trading port, 
particularly as the bay is one of the finest in Europe. 
It must be acknowledged, however, that at present 
the Finns display very little commercial enterprise, 
yet, according to an official report, it appears that 
the exports last year amounted to five million of 
rubles, and the imports to four: the former con¬ 
sist principally of tar, plank, and fish ; the latter, of 
wine, and manufactured and colonial goods. Since 
their annexation to Russia, they have lost all trade 
to the Mediterranean, because that country has not 
concluded any treaty with the Barbary powers. 
However, upon inquiry, it does not appear that 
the annexation is considered as a grievance by the 
Finns, now that the natural feelings of humiliation 
on being conquered are overcome, as well as the 
dissolution of certain ties with Sweden are for¬ 
gotten. In point of fact, their situation is much 
meliorated; for, by being incorporated with a more 
powerful state, they are relieved from the perpetual 
dread of seeing their country made the seat of war, 
and from the consequent taxation, as well as ha- 
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rasing personal service always attendant upon pre¬ 
parations for defence ; added to which, all their an¬ 
cient customs, liberties, privileges, and religion are 
guaranteed to them. 

They have a senate of their own, but it is not deli¬ 
berative. None but natives can hold civil offices 
in their country, and the transactions of govern¬ 
ment arc conducted at Petersburg, by a secretary 
of state, for the duchy of Finland, who is a Finn, 
and who is said to act very independently, where 
the interest of his country is concerned. 

None of the taxes levied in Finland go into the 
imperial treasury, but they are given up by the em¬ 
peror for the good of the country; so that the Finns 
may he considered independent, and in the enjoyment 
of greater privileges than when under the Swedish 
monarchy. By an extraordinary, disinterested, and 
generous act of the Emperor Alexander, these be¬ 
nefits have been extended to that part of Finland 
which was conquered by Peter the Great, and which 
had heretofore been treated with the rigour of a 
conquered province. However, it must not be for¬ 
gotten, that these advantages are held by an un¬ 
stable tenure, the will of the sovereign, for should 
a future emperor ever be so lost to his own and 
their interest, as to wish to deprive them of their 
present independence, it is vain to suppose they 
could successfully resist, and it would be equally 
vain for them to look for assistance to their former 
protectors. Any attempt by Sweden to afford them 
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succour, would, in all probability, be the commence¬ 
ment of her own subjugation, unless some of the 
powerful nations of Europe, especially maritime 
nations, were to join in league; then, indeed, with 
a disaffected population, Finland might become the 
point through which Russia would be vulnerable. 
The arms of the duchy are, a lion, with a sword 
surmounted by stars : its inhabitants are reckoned 
at half a million. 

Every soldier, as soon as he comes within sight 
of the governor’s house, is obliged to pull oft' his 
cap, and remain uncovered till lie has passed it. 
At each guard-room, there is a bell which rings 
to turn the guard out the moment a colonel or su¬ 
perior officer appears : we were much amused by 
the frequency of this ceremony to an officer in un¬ 
dress, who was obliged to pass very often in and 
out of an apothecary’s shop, and the moment he 
appeared, off went the bell, and out turned the 
guard: the poor officer got so tired of itr at length, 
that being obliged to repeat his visits to the shop, 
we remarked that he went by a back street. 

Just before sun-set, a body of about two hundred 
and fifty soldiers marched out of the town; we fol¬ 
lowed them, and shortly afterwards saw a prisoner 
conducted from the barracks. The troops presented 
arms ; a paper was read to the prisoner, after which 
they formed two deep, face inwards, with open 
ranks, and had thick twigs served out to them. 
The culprit was then stripped, his hands tied to 
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the but-end of a musquet, the barrel of which was 
held tightly under the right arm of a scrjeant, the 
drums began to beat, and in this manner the pri¬ 
soner passed twice down and twice up the ranks; 
thereby receiving about one thousand lashes. The 
soldiers appeared to lay it on sharply, and with 
good-will, many of them laughing and joking as 
he approached. It is needless to observe, that the 
only duty of the scrjeant was, to prevent the culprit 
from advancing too fast: they both walked very 
steadily, the sufferer making a sort of moan during 
the whole operation, which did not occupy much 
time. His back, and particularly his arms, were a 
good deal cut, the blood flowing freely. The sol¬ 
diers marched off singing, the prisoner was con¬ 
ducted to the hospital, while the twigs were care¬ 
fully collected, and no doubt, put in pickle, for 
future service. We could not find out the nature 
of his offence; but as there were only a captain and 
two subalterns present, we concluded that not more 
than his own company were out, which is, perhaps, 
better than having the whole regiment present, as 
producing an esprit de corps. 

Walking past the barracks, wc were attracted 
by a most extraordinary spectacle, which we have 
since found to be simply the operation of a Russian 
bath. A whole regiment came out, carrying green 
boughs in their hands ; on arriving at a house from 
which steam and smoke were issuing, they stripped 
perfectly naked, and entered it. After remaining 
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a short time, they came out, their bodies smoking, 
and as red as scarlet, and immediately ran into the 
sea, for a couple of minutes, then re-entered the 
house for a little while, after which they put on 
their clothes, and returned quite fresh to the bar¬ 
racks. Some, however, preferred remaining naked 
for a short period, on the cold and sharp rocks. Not¬ 
withstanding this attention to personal cleanliness, 
the rear of the barracks was in a most filthy and 
disgusting state. 

The soldiers, when in fall dress, arc dreadfully 
drawn in above the hips, and stick is the force used 
for the purpose, that most of them when naked 
we perceived were deeply indented. 

We had heard so much of Swcaborg, the Gi¬ 
braltar of the Baltic, that we were quite disap¬ 
pointed with its low situation, and at its being 
commanded in several points, which, of coarse, by 
no means gave 11 s an idea of the impregnability so 
justly attached to the name of the latter fortress. 

The bay formed by the islands of Swcaborg, is 
very extensive and good, being capable of holding 
the whole navy of Europe. 

We were admitted into the fortress without dif¬ 
ficulty. The commandant not speaking either French 
or English, had the goodness to send a Dutch offi¬ 
cer who spoke both, to conduct us over the arsenal. 
The tomb of Ehrcnsward, which stands in front of 
the governor s house, first attracted our attention. 
It is perfectly simple and plain in all its parts, 
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except that on each end of its oblong sides, which 
are indented, there are short inscriptions in gilt 
letters, setting forth his services in the erection of 
the fortifications, about the year 1748, and that this 
monument has been raised to his memory by Gus- 
tavus III. 

At the foot of the citadel is a landing-place called 
La porte du roi, because Gustavus laid the first stone, 
and his son, the ex-king, the last, and when at 
Swcaborg, they always embarked and disembarked 
at it. 

The Swedes had begun a dock for a line-of-battle 

ship, which remains in an unfinished state. For 
smaller vessels, there are several magnificent canals, 
docks, and basins; some of them arc covered, 
others are open. There are about two hundred 
gun-vessels, of different descriptions, most of them 
left by the Swedes. The store-houses, magazines, 
and barracks form a perfect mass of building, which, 
in case of a siege, would be extremely inconvenient. 
The formats are mostly confined in old ships, fitted 
f<)r the purpose. A line-of-battle ship had lately 
arrived from Cronstadt, for the purpose of being 
fitted for their accommodation. The Kamtchatka, 
armi en jiate, discharging flour from Riga, was the 
only vessel of war in commission. The fortress is 
entirely garrisoned by the marine, and an admiral 
is governor of it, and commander-in-chief of the 
galley fleet; he was absent at Petersburg at the 
time of our visit, to answer, it is said, certain 
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charges brought against him by the finance mi¬ 
nister, for permitting a contraband trade to be 
carried on. 

Sweaborg stands on several islands, connected by 
bridges, and as far as guns and works avail, pre¬ 
sents a most formidable appearance, being said to 
mount nearly one thousand pieces of cannon, a 
number, I think, much exaggerated. It yet affords 
a curious example of the insufficiency of the best 
measures which political foresight is able to pro¬ 
vide, for it is a fact, that notwithstanding the 
boasted strength of these works, they have not at 
any time of trial, afforded the least advantage to 
the government which bore the expense of their 
erection, having been given up to Russia by treach¬ 
ery, both in the first and second wars of Finland. 
Russia, fulfilling the old adage of “ liking the 
treason, but hating the traitor,” is, in the last in¬ 
stance, said to have consigned him to the disgrace, 
poverty, and infamy, he so justly merited. Just as 
we were about to embark at Sweaborg, a boat 
landed, which was manned from the fort, and laden 
with a species of champignon, which the crew had 
been sent to collect; they appeared of that de¬ 
scription called toads’-cups, and which, in England 
arc considered rank poison; yet, they said, they 
pickled and ate them, without ever having experi¬ 
enced a single instance of any ill effects. 

On the 3rd instant, we left Helsingfors, and 
Mademoiselle Chat, where we had been extremely 
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well treated, at a moderate price, and soon passed 
under a triumphal arch, erected at the last visit of 
the emperor. The roads were very uncertain ; just 
before reaching Borgo, one of the horses staggered 
and fell down; after being detained half an hour, 
and on the point of leaving him behind, he recovered 
and took kindly to the harness. 

At Borgo, a bishopric, we were detained some 
time, the post-master being dead, and a hearse 
waiting to convey him to his long home. The 
coffin was neat, and ornamented with a plate bear¬ 
ing an inscription. All the windows of the house 
had snow white curtains, tied with black riband; 
the whole, as well as the conduct of the relations, 
giving ail idea of decent, resigned sorrow. 

At about eight o’clock, we arrived at Lovisa, in 
order to pass the night, liaving*been twelve hours 
performing sixty-six miles. The road Avas ex¬ 
tremely variable, sometimes heavy sand, but in ge¬ 
neral good, with a great deal of wood, pine, fir, 
and birch. I have seen only two or three oaks in 
Finland, and those Avhich were near Helsingfors 
were very small. 

Mademoiselle Chat had provided us with cold 
mutton, off which we dined. It proved excellent; 
and was, indeed, the only, good mutton we had 
tasted since leaving Denmark; the sheep in Sweden 
producing very bad meat. 

At Lovisa, there is no good post-house, but we 
were well accommodated at a private dwelling be- 
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longing to Madame Bergman, who treated ns with 
kindness. The town stands upon a good deal of 
ground, but is irregular and dirty; it has a small 
port, and is a station for Russian troops. 

About eighteen miles from Lovisa, near Pyttis, 
we passed the boundary between old and new Fin¬ 
land, by a bridge over the river Alberfors. It is 
said, that the ex-king of Sweden, having caused 
the arms of that country to be painted on the Rus¬ 
sian end of the bridge, it formed one of the pretexts 
for the war, which ultimately cost him the whole of 
the duchy. Twenty miles further, or near Ilogfors, 
there is an extended line of defence kept in good 
order. 

The peasants on this side of the line soon became 
remarkable by a change of dress and manner, many 
of them appearing quite wild. The males all wear 
their hair long and lank; it is generally light 
coloured, but the lower part, from exposure and 
other causes, assumes a dark, dirty, disagreeable 
hue. 

Frcdrickshamn, a fortified town, looks very well 
at a distance, but upon entering it, it is wofully 
changed. Nearly the whole of the houses were 
burnt on the 15th of August, last, year; since 
which very little has “been done to rebuild them, or 
even to clear the ruins, so that it presents one of 
the most melancholy spectacles it is possible to 
imagine. The post, as is usual in the country, was 
not to be approached without being knee-deep in 

Voi.. 1. T 
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filth. Some Russian officers messed there, and very 
civilly offered us the use of their room : they said 
we should find Petersburg very gay, because the 
guards had returned, after having been sent into the 
country, as a punishment for daring to think for 
themselves. 

While in conversation with an officer, another, 
highly decorated, entered; they immediately flew 
into each other’s arms, and kissed both cheeks as 
heartily as any Frenchman would have done. It 
appeared that the elder was the uncle, and had un¬ 
expectedly arrived. We had excellent broth, roast 
beef, and bread, for dinner—far better fare than the 
devastation in which we found the town had led us 
to expect. 

The evening was beautifully clear, having a bright 
harvest moon, with a tolerable degree of frost. At 
eight o’clock we arrived at Peterlax, a most misera¬ 
ble station. The roads throughout the day were 
rocky, and lay through thick woods, with hardly a 
field to be seen; the country people were employed 
in mending them, by calcining the rocks and break¬ 
ing them to pieces: some of them were in large 
masses partaking of the nature of brescia, or pebbles 
imbedded in some softer substance, which has hard¬ 
ened around them like mortar. 

We were not a little astonished by passing, in the 
course of the day, no less than five carriages with 
either four or six horses. We found by the day¬ 
books, which begin to reckon by the old and new 
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styles -rVs that they belonged to the Prince of Hesse 
Philipstadt, the Count and Countess Nicholais, 
and their respective suites. Such a rencontre 
would not occasion surprise in England, hut you 
must recollect we had not probably seen so many 
equipages since our departure from her happy 
shores; and, in order that you may judge of the 
opulence and wealth of the different countries we 
have passed through, I do not think I have neglected 
to notice any gentleman’s seat, or equipage, that we 
have seen or come in contact with on the road. Hie 
morning of the 5tli was mild, and we arose early, but 
in this there was no merit, for, as the house could 
only afford one sheet and a counterpane apiece, we 
had been obliged to sleep in our clothes. We arose, 
however, in order to visit the quarry, at two miles 
distance, where the extraordinarily large granite pil¬ 
lars for the Isaac’s church at Petersburg, are pro¬ 
cured. The road conducting to it, if road it could 
be called, was dreadful, and we reached the quarry 
at the risk of our necks, but were amply repaid for 
it, by finding the operation of wedging out a block 
of granite of fifty-six feet in length, by six feet 
three inches diameter, in full activity. An im¬ 
mense number of fellows, clothed in sheep-skins, 
wearing long, bushy beards, wereliard at work. The 
operation is most tedious, as the block is obliged to 
be almost entirely divided from the mass, before it 
can be wedged out. It is however said, that the 
granite of Finland is not so hard, and is more 
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friable, than that of other countries, because, ac¬ 
cording to a certain theory, the sea having retired at 
a later period from the coast of the Baltic, the stone 
must be softer and less formed: this opinion is held 
by many Swedes, who pretend that the Baltic dimi¬ 
nishes forty-five inches in depth every hundred years. 
Four of these pillars, already formed, were lying 
ready for embarkation, for which purpose the spot 
is admirably calculated, being within one hundred 
yards of the sea, with deep water close to a wharf 
which has been constructed, so that they are par¬ 
buckled into the vessel built for the purpose, with¬ 
out the slightest difficulty, and almost without force. 
These are, I believe, the largest columns in Europe. 
The quarry is most extraordinary for the extent of 
surface it presents without fissure ; for the blocks, 
were they required so large, might be cut out 
twice the size in every way. 

The huts where the workmen live, are most mi¬ 
serable, as indeed have been all the villages we have 
passed since leaving Helsingfors. We remarked 
only two men who appeared' to possess any au¬ 
thority, and they were little better dressed than the 
commoralty. Peterlax is merely a military station : 
wc were obliged to employ a soldier to watch our 
carriage during the night; he was contented with 
a trifling gratuity. 

We dined at Kiskila, a very good post-house, 
and arrived at Wiborg about five o’clock. 

In general, throughout the day, the roads were 
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good and level, but in some parts they were sandy ; 
the changes frequently succeeding each other in 
short distances. 

Many of the houses in Finland have no doors on 
the ground-floor, but a sort of balcony above, to 
which they ascend by a moveable ladder. This 
must originally have been a defensive custom: wc 
remarked the same in some parts of Sweden and 
Norway ; and I think it was a house so constructed 
which the romantic Charles defended against the 
Turks at Bender. 

In the afternoon wc turned an arm of the sea, 
in the latitude of sixty-one degrees north, the highest 
northern latitude we have reached, or arc likely to 
reach, during our tour—the weather was mild and 
fine. 

The peasant who attended us the last stage was 
intoxicated, the first instance of the kind which we 
have met with; however, we had not any trouble with 
him. During our stay at Wiborg wc found drunk¬ 
enness a very common vice : the morning after our 
arrival (Sunday), we saw a drunken young man ap¬ 
proach two sober ones (all well dressed) with an 
air of familiarity, but they treated him with great 
contempt, apparently on account of his being in a 
state of inebriety—a short-lived superiority, for in 
the evening, as we were walking out to the southern 
fauxbourg, we met the moralists of the morning, 
reeling along as drunk as lords. 

In entering Wiborg we appeared to have passed 
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to a different race of people in every respect. The 
houses were large, well white-washed, and most of 
them had green roofs—the churches, with cupolas 
painted green, were surmounted with a St. Andrew’s 
cross and a crescent; spacious streets and squares, 
with a population in a costume perfectly new to us, 
some of the men wearing beards like Jews, and all 
with boots, linen trowsers, bare necks, and a long 
serge cloak or caftan, tied round the waist with a 
sash ; most of them with a large black hat and 
buckle : old men and boys were dressed exactly in 
the same way. Few women were to be seen, but 
all of them had their hair drawn together, and cu¬ 
riously fastened at the top of the head, in a sin¬ 
gular, conical roll, with a pin run through it. 
Some of the market women wear rod baize round 
the tops of their heads, which gives them a very 
gay and animated appearance. The town is regu¬ 
larly fortified, and has a strong garrison : the day 
after our arrival we had an opportunity of seeing 
the troops out; they were very clean, and well 
dressed, but, as usual, dreadfully drawn in above 
the hips. Uncommon respect appeared to be ex¬ 
acted by the general and superior officers, not only 
from the men, but also from the captains and 
subalterns. 

As at Helsingfors, we were struck by the number 
of prisoners that were traversing the streets, each 
having a soldier after him; and we find it one of 
the striking features even in this city, Petersburg, 
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so that the population appears to consist of the 
guarding and the guarded—the sight of a female 
culprit with a soldier after her, is almost as common 
as that of a male. 

Wihorg was founded by Birger Jahl, in the thir¬ 
teenth century, as a military station, that should 
enable him to check the increasing power of the 
Republic of Novgorod, so famous in those days ; 
hut in 1711, it fell into the hands of Peter the 
Great, who thought its possession necessary to en¬ 
sure the safety of his new and favourite city of 
Petersburg. 

The environs are a mass of rocks, detached from 
each other. In consequence of the general sterility, 
the scat and grounds of Baron Nicliolais, situated 
at two miles from the town, arc held in higher es¬ 
timation than probably they would he, under other 
circumstances, and are much resorted to in the sum¬ 
mer. His gardener is a Dane, and has displayed 
much taste in laying out the grounds, which have 
diversity, and are well wooded: he informed us 
that in summer an incision is made in the birch- 
tree, from which a sort of wine exudes, that is 
much prized, but will not keep above ten days ; 
nearly all the trees bore evident marks of having 
had the operation performed upon them. The 
number of frogs in the wells about the garden were 
astonishing ; one would suppose the hard frosts of 
winter would exterminate them—their croaking 
was quite annoying. 
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The cemetery, situated about a mile on the Pe¬ 
tersburg road, is also a place of resort for the inha¬ 
bitants on gala days, and in fine weather. It con¬ 
tains some large vaults, and an immense number of 
graves with crosses. 

A Swedish gentleman who came over in the 
steam-boat with us, had given us a letter to a per¬ 
son whom he termed a savant, and who, he said, 
would be happy to afford us every kind of informa¬ 
tion: after much inquiry, we reached his house, 
when he proved to be a dirty, illiterate printer, and 
expressed great surprise at his friend’s having repre¬ 
sented him as any thing else, modestly disclaiming 
any other merit than that attached, in such an un¬ 
enlightened country, to the giving of the lucubra¬ 
tions of other men’s brains to the world. 

Vessels of any burden cannot come up to the 
town, but remain at Stromstadt, a port about seven 
miles nearer the gulf: we took a boat and proceeded 
thither, where we found several English merchant- 
vessels waiting for cargoes of deals; they are parti¬ 
cularly good from this part of Finland, but it would 
appear that they arc not abundant, for some of these 
vessels had already been detained upwards of three 
weeks, although their cargoes had been ordered 
previously to their leaving England. The masters 
were exceedingly anxious, fearing lest they might 
be frost-bound for the winter; and their anxiety 
was not diminished when we told them wc had 
already experienced the frost; they having, it ap- 
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pears, been exempt from it at Stromstadt. One 
brig for Lynn was to receive ten thousand deals 
twelve feet long, eleven inches broad, and one inch 
and three quarters thick. They are sent down so 
piled up in small boats rowed by two men, that 
were the least wind or sea to get up, they would 
inevitably be upset: we passed several on our re¬ 
turn, and were surprised at their venturing out so 
late in the evening. The principal imports are salt 
and earthenware. The plates at the inn at Wiborg 
were all stamped, Green and Co.’s pottery, Leeds: 
plank is the only export. The passage is narrow 
in some parts; and, half way down, an island, inid- 
clianuel, is fortified. The water is sufficiently fresh 
to be drunk. Our boat was rowed by three men, 
each pulling two oars; the charge was moderate. 
The masters of the English merchantmen informed 
us, that the light-houses in the Gulf of Finland 
were good, and very well attended to. 

Our landlord, an Italian, had two accomplished 
daughter's, who gave a concert on Sunday evening, 
which was attended by several officers of the gar¬ 
rison. lie lodged and treated us very well, although 
at a considerably higher charge than at Helsingfors. 
He had a countryman, an itinerant dentist, staying 
with him ; a personage frequently to be met with 
in the north of Europe, and who is generally well 
received in respectable families during his stay in 
the district. 

At Wiborg we were obliged to furnish ourselves 
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with a podorojne, or order for horses, upon which 
it appears a certain duty is paid to government. We 
had intended to visit the celebrated cataract of 
Woxa, near Iinatra ; hut the days were too short 
to admit of our return, and there not being good 
accommodation for sleeping, a thing essential to my 
brother, who was labouring under a slight cold, wc 
gave up the trip, and on Tuesday morning started 
on the Petersburg road. The weather was delight¬ 
ful till eight o’clock, when a haze came on which 
lasted the whole day, rendering it cold and uncom¬ 
fortable : for the last week there had been a haze 
in the morning, but the sun always dissipated it be¬ 
tween ten and eleven, when the weather became 
heavenly. At Krasnoje wc passed a handsome 
looking church, and a large private house, with 
pretty grounds. 

At Pampala, two really pretty, and neatly dressed 
young women smiled and ogled to such a degree, 
that I was induced to enter their house, upon which 
they ran off in the greatest possible state of alarm. 
In the evening we came to Rajajoki, the last station 
in Finland, Avliere we found good accommodation, 
with clean beds. The road through the day was 
generally sandy and bad, and the country was co¬ 
vered with young trees. The post-houses were 
generally such as one might have passed the night 
in, and we found them warm : the weather was cold, 
yet the post-boys and men were running about 
very thinly clad, some with only a frock, a shirt, 
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and trowsers, tlie two former hanging down over 
the latter: they all wear thick, bushy hair, cut short 
round the neck, which is generally shaved; many 
wore sandals made of the birch bark. Some of the 
children were running about very nearly in a state of 
nudity; we also remarked with surprise a painting 
of some saint, with a light burning before it, in 
every post-house; horses were plenty. We passed 
a good many soldiers marching to the westward; 
they had very little baggage, and appeared much fa¬ 
tigued : one pulled oft' his boot (for they all wear 
boots), and exposed his foot wrapped up in an old 
rag, for want, as we supposed, of a stocking, but 
we have since found it is the general substitute with 
every Russian who is not above a menial capacity. 

On Wednesday, at eight o’clock, we started, and 
passing a handsome bridge thrown over the river, 
we found ourselves in the government of Petersburg, 
and on a paved chaussee, as in France, which conti¬ 
nued as far as Dranischnikoff, where we discovered 
that the bolt which confines the right spring had 
been shook out, so that the box was quite displaced. 
The post-house did not appear to offer any resource, 
and I began to think we should be detained for the 
night, when an old fellow, with a gray head, and 
long, black beard like an Algerine, came out with 
some rusty screw bolts and nuts, and after a time, 
to my infinite delight, put every thing in order. Our 
podorojne, was for the first time entered in a book 
at .Belostrolf, and the postilion insisted upon dis- 
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carding our liarnoss (which had served*all the way 
from Hclsingborg) and driving himself, mounted 
on the box : as he was a very lusty fellow, his addi¬ 
tional weight, in all probability, had broken the bolt. 
Our luggage also underwent an examination pro 
forma , the custom-house officer receiving a dou¬ 
ceur, and behaving very civilly ; but after we had 
started, having a qualm of conscience, he came run¬ 
ning after us, and making many apologies, said he 
must look into our hat-boxes; they being deal ones 
with brass padlocks, and being behind the carriage, 
had probably attracted his attention, and excited sus¬ 
picion of merchandise. 

At twelve versts, or eight miles’ distance, we per¬ 
ceived this celebrated city, when the road instantly 
became the worst we had ever traversed, sandy and 
wide, like those of the north of Germany, but infi¬ 
nitely more cut up—sometimes sand, sometimes 
stones, sometimes mud, sometimes wood, then deep 
ruts frequently running at right angles to each other, 
so that it was with the greatest difficulty we could 
make any progress through the wild, uncultivated 
tract, that lasted till we absolutely entered the 
wooden suburbs. These, for want of pavement, 
were line.' with planks, at least the sides for foot 
passengers, the centre being ankle deep in mud; nor 
do I conceive it possible for any entrance to a capital 
to raise the expectation less. Judge, therefore, our 
surprise and pleasure, when, in one instant, the view 
of the winter-palace, the spires of the Admiralty, 
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and of the fortress, the Neva, the bridges, innumer¬ 
able domes, and large buildings broke upon us, as if 
by enchantment. Crossing the bridge at the sum¬ 
mer-garden, we at once found ourselves upon a most 
magnificent, granite quay, passing along which, and 
by the statue erected to the memory of Suvarof, we 
were soon well lodged in a clean hotel, kept by an 
American of the name of Page, who is married to a 
fine country-woman of our own. We immediately 
got good rooms, and sat down to an excellent din¬ 
ner, in company with about forty persons, many of 
whom were officers in the Imperial Guards. 

But as I am sure your patience must be, by this 
time, quite exhausted, I will lay down my pen, and 
not resume it again till better acquainted with this 
city, its inhabitants, their manners and customs, till 
when. Adieu. 
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St. Petersburg, J-JjvI November, 1822. 

Before I proceed to make you acquainted with 
the inhabitants, and with the interior of the houses 
and public buildings of this new and beautiful city, 
it will be preferable, perhaps, to review its origin, 
foundation, situation, and progressive improvement. 

It is situated upon the shores of the Neva, near 
the Gulf of Finland, and is built partly on some 
islands in the mouth of that river, and partly on 
the continent. 

Peter the Great had many reasons for founding 
his new city. His principal motive was that of 
rendering it the emporium of Russian commerce, 
and the result has proved his design to have been 
most judicious: its wisdom appears to have been 
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fully acknowledged by all parties up to the present 
moment. Ilis second reason was, by making it the 
seat of government, to demonstrate to the world 
his determination, never to cede or restore the con¬ 
quered provinces which border on the Gulf of Fin¬ 
land. He wished also to convince the Swedes (who 
had been the greatest thorn in his side) that he 
was no longer vulnerable in that quarter; for, by his 
personal residence, he drew towards the spot the 
most powerful of his nobles, and, by distributing 
possessions to his Russian subjects in the conquered 
districts, he insensibly created a Russian interest 
in them to the exclusion of that of Sweden. A 
third, and perhaps paramount reason was, to attract 
foreigners into his dominions, for the purpose of 
accelerating the civilization of his subjects. This ex¬ 
tremely laudable design would naturally be favoured 
by giving to travellers an easy access to Russia, by a 
short and not expensive voyage to the capital, from 
whence, under favour of the sovereign, they might 
penetrate into the most remote districts of his im¬ 
mense empire; for, once having undergone his 
ordeal, they would everywhere be received without 
jealousy or suspicion. To enter by a frontier, and 
then make their way to Moscow, was at all times 
disheartening, as well as attended with much ex¬ 
pense, time, and trouble. 

To accomplish these great and patriotic objects, 
Peter had to surmount every difficulty which nature, 
and the most inveterate prejudices of his subjects 
could oppose. He had one, and only one ally, in this 
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great design, namely, the beautiful, limpid Neva, 
which afforded all the facilities he desired for the 
commercial prosperity of his new city, and supplied 
the purest and most wholesome water for the use of 
the inhabitants whenever it should be populated. 
Obstinately adhering to whatever purpose he once 
resolved upon, and with no ordinary mind to over¬ 
come difficulties, Peter commenced his project of 
founding a city, destined to supersede ancient Mos¬ 
cow, on a spot which possessed not one of the 
many local advantages of this ancient capital, nor 
any superiority of site, except its facility of com¬ 
merce with the Baltic. The islands formed by the 
different branches of the river, and the banks on 
which he purposed to found Petersburg, were com¬ 
plete morasses and impervious forests, both engen¬ 
dering the most unhealthy air, and the former pre¬ 
senting certainly the most unfavourable and impro¬ 
per foundation for heavy buildings. The climate, 
probably the most unpleasant on the face-of the 
i globe, would alone have deterred any other man 
from the undertaking, but perhaps he hoped, and 
not unreasonably, that by draining the morasses, 
and clearing the forests, a favourable change might 
be wrought in the atmosphere. In some measure, 
perhaps, this improvement of the climate may have 
been produced, although not sufficiently to remove 
from it the stigma of being extremely variable, and, 
except when the really dry, sharp frost sets in, dis¬ 
agreeable and unhealthy. By a late calculation, 
taken on an average of ten years, it appears that 
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Petersburg has annually one hundred and four days 
of rain, seventy-two of snow, ninety-two unsettled, 
and of course only ninety-seven bright days. There 
arc every year from twelve to sixty-seven storms, 
which, sometimes, when they proceed from the 
west, occasion inundations. The ice of the Neva 
never breaks up before the 25th of March, and 
never later than 'the 27tli of April; the earliest time 
of its freezing is the 20tli of October, and the latest 
the 1st of December, O. S. Since the year 1741, 
the greatest degree of heat has been 27°, and the 
greatest degree of cold 33 °, by Reaumur’s thermo¬ 
meter. From the above statement it is too clear 
that the climate still forms a great obstacle to the 
prosperity of the city. But every difficulty which 
genius and art, aided by the most powerful re¬ 
sources and Energies, could possibly subdue, was 
overcome by Peter, and to the astonishment of 
Europe, the superb city, bearing its founder’s name, 
reared its proud head, though at an expense of 
life, money, and labour, which would have ruined 
any other ulonarch However, this great projector 
remained solvent, and in reward, the riches of the 
world soon paid homage to the new city; while, in 
gratitude, she liberally diffused the inexhaustible 
and valuable treasures which had heretofore re¬ 
mained uselessly buried in the bosom of the ex¬ 
tensive Russian empire, or, as it had been called, 
Russian Dukedom. 

Peter’s comprehensive mind embraced every thing 
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requisite for giving stability and permanency to this 
favourite child of his genius. The naval establish¬ 
ment at Cronstadt was founded, and canals of com¬ 
munication between all the great rivers of the em¬ 
pire were traced out; but, as if he had done enough 
to immortalize himself, and was bound to leave 
something for his successors to perform, providence 
ent him off in little more than the prime of his 
life, and certainly, when not more than half ad¬ 
vanced in the fulfilment of the schemes which he 
hatl formed for the benefit of his empire. My 
object is rather with his city than with his reign, 
or I should be tempted to speculate a little upon 
the motives of some of the latest acts of it; parti¬ 
cularly his conduct towards his unfortunate son, 
which is still involved in considerable mystery, 
though I am inclined to attribute it to his but halt- 
tamed spirit. But, to return to Petersburg: his 
successors appear all to have blindly followed bis 
policy, and to have sacrificed every other considera¬ 
tion to the embellishment and beautifying of a city 
which ought now to be only the first commercial 
town, occasionally the imperial residence, and not 
the permanent capital of the empire, to the disad¬ 
vantage of Moscow. The situation of this latter 
city, in almost the centre of the empire, together 
with the ancient predilections which all Russians 
entertain in its favour, naturally point it out as the 
legitimate capital. Indeed, neither Peter nor Ca¬ 
tharine II. with all their absolute, despotic power 
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on all other subjects, were able to obtain for the 
recent creation of Peter, more than the title of 
“ The Residence and, although hold enough to 
order that they should be interred there, none of 
the sovereigns have dared to risk their title to the 
throne, by having the ceremony of coronation per¬ 
formed any where hut in the ancient capital of the 
Czars. 

From all I can learn, there is a great desire 
that the imperial family should reside at Moscow, 
as well as an opinion, that commerce would thrive 
better here were it less fettered by imperial pre¬ 
sence, by imperial courtiers, and imperial troops,- 
all of whom now tend to throw the humble mer¬ 
chant into the shade. At the commencement of 
Petersburg, the support and countenance of the 
emperor and court were necessary to uphold and 
bring forth the mercantile character—a character till 
then almost unheard of in the imperial dominions. 
Peter is well known to have courted the society 
and information of merchants, as much as both 
are now looked down upon with contempt. 

Although Peter marked out the principal streets 
and buildings of his new town, and probably fore¬ 
saw the substantial edifices which would in time be 
erected, yet, most of the buildings of his own 
constructing were of wood. These having gone 
to decay, have only of late years been allowed to 
be re-built of brick, so that, although in the sub¬ 
urbs and distant quarters log-houses are still to be 
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met with, yet in the principal streets, or perspec¬ 
tives, as they are called, none but substantial houses 
of brick stuccoed are to be seen; the aspect is 
therefore elegant and cheerful. 

Straight, broad, and generally long streets fre¬ 
quently intersecting each other at acute angles ; 
spacious squares ; a great variety in the architecture 
of the houses ; the numerous canals, and the beau¬ 
tiful river Neva; the two latter with their sub¬ 
stantial and elegant embankments, render the ge¬ 
neral view extremely striking. The main streets 
usually swarm with carriages and foot passengers 
while the others are almost lifeless. This proceeds 
from the spaciousness and extent of the city, as 
well as from the inclemency of the climate. Early 
in the evening the streets are void of people; the 
lower classes commonly leave off work at the ap¬ 
proach of darkness, and all the shops are dosed. 

Petersburg is so sub-divided by the different 
branches of the Neva, and as all the divisions bear 
particular names, it will be absolutely necessary 
to endeavour to make you acquainted with them, 
in order to prevent confusion in the description of 
the chv, which I am about to attempt. 

At Petersburg the Neva forms an angle, its 
course running first north and then west. In this 
angle, and on the left side of the Neva lies, in figure 
approaching to a triangle, the most considerable 
part of the city. The monastery of St. Alexander 
Nevsky forms the commencement of it, at the 
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northern direction of the river, following which we 
come to the Voskrenskoi monastery, at which the 
Neva alters its course to the westward, to its exit 
into the Gulf of Cronstadt, and forms the second 
side of the triangle; the third side, a space from the 
exit of the Neva to the Nevsky monastery, is con¬ 
stituted partly by the town ditch, and partly by the 
Ligova canal. 

Near Okta, and almost opposite to the Voskren¬ 
skoi monastery, the Neva on its right side, sends 
out broad arms, the first, called the Nevka, and the 
second, the Little Nevka; these, together with the 
Neva, form three islands called the Vzborgside, 
Peter’s Island, or quarter, and the Vassilly-ostrof 
the whole city being contained in a circuit of little 
less than twenty-four versts, or sixteen English 
miles, and being quite open, having on the land 
side no other boundary than the town ditch, and 
the solitary Riga Gate. 

The whole of the left bank of the Neva which 
is about one hundred and eighty fathoms wide, 
(nearly the width of the Thames at Waterloo 
bridge), with eight and ten feet depth of Wiatcr, 
is furnished with a quay of granite, uninterrupted, 
except at the admiralty building slips. The 
height of the quay, which is raised on piles, is 
ten feet above the ordinary water level, having 
a good foot pavement, and a parapet towards 
the river. At stated distances, arc double flights 
of steps, for landing and taking up water, having 
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semi-circular seats at top, for the repose of pas¬ 
sengers : the whole is of hewn granite. On the 
quay, and facing the river, stand the imperial win¬ 
ter palace, the Hermitage, and on either side of 
them is a row of houses, reaching the whole extent 
of the quay, and which, perhaps, in size and mag¬ 
nificence, arc not to he equalled. The whole fagade, 
together with the noble floating bridges, magni¬ 
ficent river, the fortress, the admiralty, the two last 
with their high and gilt spires, and the stately 
public buildings on the Wiborg and Petersburg 
sides, forms a coup d'ccil not to be surpassed by any 
thing in ancient or modern history. The quay 
above the palace is called the Russian, and that 
below, the English quay. The latter name is given 
to it, because the large houses on it were originally 
built, and inhabited by wealthy English merchants. 
I lament to say, that very few of them have been 
able to retain their houses, but have gradually 
ceded them to the Russian nobility, and, in some 
instances, to German merchants, while they have 
themselves been obliged to retire into secondary 
streets, particularly one called the Back Line. This 
falling off in our merchants, so annoying to British 
feelings, may be attributed to various causes ; but, 
I believe, principally to the severe treatment they 
met with at the hands of Paul, in 1800, and to the 
subsequent war between Great Britain and Russia, 
which obliged them to leave the country. These 
changes so disgusted them, that when peace was re- 
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stored, the principals of the firms did not choose to 
return and again subject themselves to similar treat¬ 
ment, but sent junior partners, or even managing 
clerks, who were not entitled to, nor could they 
afford, such sumptuous residences, and, I fear, there 
is too much reason for supposing that the stability 
and credit of the English mercantile houses have 
sunk in proportion as the respectable appearance of 
their dwelling-houses has declined: indeed, it could 
hardly be expected to be otherwise ; for, surely, 
the head of a house is always better calculated to 
support its dignity and appearance, than a junior 
partner or clerk. 

However, there are still some mercantile houses as 
respectable as any which are to be found in Europe, 
and they yet retain possession of dwellings on the 
quay, particularly the houses of Thornton and Mel¬ 
ville, Thompson, Bonner, and Venning. The first 
is conducted by Mr. Henry Caley, one of the most 
intelligent merchants 1 have met with in any coun¬ 
try, possessing not only mercantile but general in¬ 
formation. I fortunately brought out a letter of 
credit to him, and also one to Mr. Lewis, an Ame¬ 
rican (the only one settled here), who has got into 
an extraordinary line of commission business, not 
only for his own country, but for England. It is 
said, that the whole of the late extraordinarily mad 
and disastrous tallow speculation passed through 
his hands; a speculation blindly entered into, at the 
moment when every English merchant ought pa¬ 
triotically to have discountenanced Russian com- 
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merce as much as possible, in order to show the 
government the impolicy of its late unjust and 
ruinous tarif. 

There arc three principal streets which are called 
Perspectives, because, from all points of view, they 
afford a prospect of the Admiralty’s gilded spire, from 
the square before which they branch off as from one 
common centre, much in the fashion of the sticks 
of a fan. Of these streets, the Nevsky Perspec¬ 
tive is the principal: it runs in a direct line, one 
little, turn excepted, as far as the Alexander Nevski 
monastery, and in breadth and length, it may more 
than vie with the finest streets in Europe. The 
length is more than four versts, or nearly three miles, 
and the breadth is nearly thirty fathoms, or one 
hundred and eighty feet, having walks lined with 
trees, besides good troltoirs. The numerous hotels 
and shops in this street, occasion such a confluence of 
people, and such a constant scene of activity, that 
they give it a consequence which is wanting to 
most parts of Petersburg. It is also remarkable, 
as elucidating the toleration which is allowed in 
Russia to every sect: Catholics, Lutherans, and 
various other sects of protestants, as well as Arme¬ 
nians and Greeks, have in this street their several 
churches near each other. 

The Perspectives, and, indeed, the whole of the 
city on the left bank of the Neva, are intersected 
by three principal canals, forming the same number 
of irregular semi-circles one within the other. The 
first, or interior, is called the Moika canal; the se- 
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cond, the Katarina; and the exterior, or larger one, 
the Fontanka. These canals are extremely useful 
as well as ornamental; they are crossed by means 
of light bridges, some of wood, others of granite: 
the former are known by the name of the colour 
with which they were originally painted. Some of 
the arches are at very acute angles, which affords 
the best reason I can hear of, for the extreme 
length of the traces which attach the leading horses 
to gentlemen’s carriages. It is in order to enable 
them to get over the ridge before the wheelers 
come upon it: as it is, the speed of even a light 
carriage is generally arrested at these bridges. 

The principal houses, as I before observed, are 
generally built of brick stuccoed, and usually con¬ 
sist of only two stories. There are some houses 
of an extraordinary height, but the same elevation 
which in London is sufficient for five stories, is here 
employed for two. Most of the private houses have 
a basement story, rising but little above the level 
of the pavement, and which is fitted up as apart¬ 
ments for the servants, or let out as lavkas or 
shops : this basement is frequently built of granite. 
The fronts of the houses are in excellent style, 
and display extraordinary taste. The outsides are 
washed with some particular colour which must be 
renewed, at least once a year, so that they have 
always a fresh and gay appearance: the coverings, 
or roofs, are of sheet iron or copper, painted usu¬ 
ally green or red. Convenience and luxury are 
much studied, and, indeed, this is rendered neces - 
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sary by the severity of the climate. Almost all the 
principal dwelling-houses have a vaulted gateway, 
under which, protected from every kind of wea¬ 
ther, the family get into or alight from their car¬ 
riages. They have also spacious court-yards, able 
to contain several hundred fathoms of wood, and 
yet leave room enough for the waiting equipages of 
the company. They have broad, stone stair-cases, 
and ante-chambers, where the guests on arriving in 
winter throw off their shubes, caps, hoots, and 
gloves, <J*c., all lined with fur, before they enter the 
drawing-room, where they appear as light and as 
tightly dressed as is usual with our own beaux in 
summer. Before leaving the antechamber to enter 
their carriages, they again assume a garb which 
would entitle them to be taken for bears. 

In order to simplify the regulations of the police, 
the city is divided into several quarters, or, accord¬ 
ing to the Russian terms, quartals. The streets 
mostly run in direct lines, intersecting each other 
at various angles, which, with the different styles of 
architecture, and coloured fronts, gives a pleasing 
variety, to be met with, in no other city. Vassilly- 
ostrof, however, forms an exception to this remark; 
for it is composed of three long, parallel streets, 
intersected by twelve parallel streets, called lines, 
and numbered accordingly, producing a very te¬ 
dious mass of dull regularity. 

The first Admiralty Quartal, nearly in the centre 
of the city, is the smallest, but it is that in which 
luxury and wealth have established their head- 
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quarters. It contains the principal imperial pa¬ 
laces, and the residences of the nobility, as well as 
the most striking public buildings, and, therefore, 
deserves particular notice. 

The imperial winter palace is of colossal dimen¬ 
sions, having a facade of four hundred and fifty 
feet, with a depth of three hundred and fifty. 
The outside of this palace which, including the 
Hermitage, occupies the space of a small town, is 
imposing, from its gigantic proportions, but it is not 
remarkable for any elegance of architecture. In 
point of congruity it may vie with the Tuileries, 
and in size, almost with the latter and the Louvre 
united. 

Its height is seventy-five feet, yet it comprises 
only a basement floor, with one grand story and an 
cntrc-sol. 

The lower story, from the multitude of intersect¬ 
ing arches and colonades, forms a perfect labyrinth; 
and from many of them being dark, and none more 
than half illuminated, the grand flight of marble 
steps and the main story are rendered in appearance 
the more extensive and magnificent. 

To the eastern side of this palace is annexed the 
Hermitage, the treasures of which I shall take ano¬ 
ther opportunity of noticing. It was raised by 
Elizabeth, but brought to perfection and first in¬ 
habited by Catharine II., who ended her days in 
it, on the 4th of November, 1796. 

At no great distance stands the Marble Palace of 
three stories, built for the favourite Gregory Orlof, 
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but bestowed by Paul on Stanislaus Poniatofsky, 
the dethroned king of Poland, who there termi¬ 
nated his mortal and troublesome career. It at 
present belongs to the Grand Duke Constantine, 
who permits it to be occupied by some of his fa¬ 
vourites ; amongst others, by Orlosky, of whom I 
shall hereafter have occasion to speak more fully. 

The Crescent, the College of Foreign Affairs, the 
Senate, and the Loan-bank, are some of the public 
buildings which deserve to he reckoned among the 
most remarkable objects of this quarter of the 
city, lint the Admiralty, from which it derives its 
title, will naturally claim attention, though, with the 
exception of its fine, lofty, gilt spire, from which 
inay be obtained a view of the whole city, the 
building has nothing to recommend it to notice. 
It was originally surrounded on the land side, by 
an earthen rampart, mounting one hundred pieces 
of ordnance ; but during the present reign they 
have been displaced, the ramparts levelled, the ditch 
filled up, and a beautiful promenade with trees 
formed, and which is fashionably attended. Pedestri- 
anisin, indeed, is quite the inode with the higher 
classes, since good trottoirs have been introduced in 
all the principal streets. The emperor was so much 
struck with their convenience during his visit to 
London, in 1814, that on his return, he immediately 
ordered them to be laid down in Petersburg. A 
certain time was allowed to the householders to 
flag the space appertaining to them, or opposite to 
their houses, and at the expiration of which, if the 
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work was not completed, the police saved them all 
farther trouble, by having it done for them, hut 
at a great cost. The job, from the suddenness 
of the order, and the difficulty of procuring mate¬ 
rials, is said to have been extremely vexatious at 
the time; but the improvement is so great that all 
are now satisfied at the regulation, and a lively alte¬ 
ration has been brought about in the town by the 
open display of beauty and fashion: a perfect 
change has also taken place in the habits of females, 
by which their health is much promoted. 

The only grand church in this quarter is that de¬ 
dicated to St. Isaac, which was intended by the late 
empress to be the most superb in her dominions. 
At her decease, it had been twenty-six years in 
progress, and was finished to the top of the 
walls, and a beginning had been made with the 
dome, all the materials being granite or marble. 
Her son and successor, impatient to sec the edifice 
complete, caused it to be hastily finished of brick, 
which gave rise to a celebrated Russian distich, 
which in plain English says, “ Of two reigns be¬ 
hold the emblem, the one of brick, the other of 
stonebut of this hereafter, as well as of the 
noble statue of the founder of the city, which is 
placed between this church and the river. 

The last object in this quarter is the summer- 
garden, resembling, in some measure, that of the 
Tuileries at Paris. In the season from which it 
takes its name, it is said to be well filled with com- 
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pany, though, I suppose, owing to the unsettled 
state of the weather since our arrival, it has been 
perfectly deserted, and we have never seen half a 
dozen persons in it. It is surrounded by an elegant, 
indeed magnificent, balustrade. Paul intended to 
build a church near this garden, in honour of the 
archangel Michael, whom he declared, in an impe¬ 
rial Ukaz, had appeared to him in a vision, and 
commanded him to do so. 

Vassilly-ostrof is the seat of commerce and of 
learning. The Exchange and the Academy of Sci¬ 
ences stand on this island; both buildings being 
conspicuous by their chastncss and beauty of ar¬ 
chitecture. 

In this district arc also the Custom-house, and 
immense magazines for the reception of merchan¬ 
dise. There is likewise a very good wharf, which is 
lined with vessels of small burden, and with light¬ 
ers ; the whole, upon our first arrival, presented a 
very bustling scene of commercial activity, but 
which the approach of winter soon put a stop to. 
As this quay is on the side of the island furthest 
from the Admiralty quarter, a stranger living there 
wotdd li !Ve no more idea that any commerce was 
carried on at Petersburg by means of shipping, 
than a stranger arriving in London, and taking up 
his abode in one of the squares at the west end of 
the town, would have of what is going forward in 
Thames Street, and below London bridge. I firmly 
believe many foreigners, as well as native Russians 
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visit Petersburg, without once repairing to the spot 
occupied by that commerce, for the sake of which, 
in point of fact, Peter founded the city. 

The Petersburg quarter, consisting of many 
islands, is remarkable as the part first occupied by 
the immortal founder, and the wooden cottage, in 
which lie dwelt during the progress of the city, 
is carefully preserved from the weather and conse¬ 
quent decay, by having a brick building erected 
over it. 

'Phe Citadel occupies another island: Peter com¬ 
menced it in 1703. Its ramparts were then and 
long afterwards of earth; but Catharine II. caused 
it to be lined with masonry, and blocks of granite. 
In the centre of the citadel is the church of St. 
Peter and St. Paul, the spire of which, gilt with 
ducat gold, stands a proud rival to that of the Ad¬ 
miralty; both owe their origin to Peter, and are 
the most striking and beautiful objects from every 
part of the Residence. That of the citadel pos¬ 
sesses a clock, the only public one that I have ob¬ 
served since our arrival. 

Many pretty seats are scattered on these different 
islands, which are said to be much frequented in 
summer. One barren island has very judiciously 
been dedicated to the reception of hemp, and is 
entirely built over with warehouses, so that the pos¬ 
sibility of fire is guarded against as far as human 
prudence can suggest; but even in case of such a 
calamity, which sometimes happens, without any 
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adequate, known cause, the city can run no risk of 
conflagration. 

You now have a tolerably good idea of the topo¬ 
graphy of this beautiful city, which may, compara¬ 
tively speaking, be said to have risen as if by 
enchantment at the command of Peter ; for it is 
asserted, upon good authority, that a man who 
assisted him in laying the foundation of the citadel, 
lived to witness the inauguration of the statue 
erected by Catharine in 1782, to commemorate his 
great achievements, and which certainly were never 
surpassed in magnitude, during the life of one in¬ 
dividual. 

I shall now proceed to describe to you the objects 
which most particularly struck us upon our pere¬ 
grinations, the day after our arrival. My first 
notice shall be of the common or lower class of 
people. The men wear long beards, with their 
bushy hair cut even with the nape of the neck, all 
below which is closely shaven: no neck-bandker- 
chief is worn, and, consequently, the neck and 
throat are left exposed to the inclemency of the 
weather. 

Their dress consists of a long coat, of a dark 
colour, reaching to the. calves of the legs, sitting 
close to the body, with a great number of gathers 
at the bottom of the waist, and lapping over the 
bosom like our double-breasted coats; about the 
middle is a sash tightly tied, in which are tucked 
their gloves, whip, axe, or tools. 



ST. PETERSBURG. 


305 


Instead of a shirt they wear a vest usually of 
striped linen, which is not, as with all other people, 
tucked inside of the trowsers, but hangs over them. 
The trowsers are usually made of liuen, and ex¬ 
tremely loose. 

With the use of stockings they are totally unac¬ 
quainted, wrapping their feet in linen rags, which 
are covered by boots ; or the feet are protected by 
shoes, or rather sandals, of matted Under bark, or 
leather, without buckles or ties. 

The head is covered with a broad-brimmed, shal¬ 
low crowned hat, with a large buckle in front. 
Latterly, since the cold weather has set in, we have 
remarked the hat to be exchanged for a fur cap, 
and the coat for a sheep-skin shube, which is con¬ 
fined round the waist in a similar manner to the coat. 

Women are not frequently met with in the 
streets: they wear the ordinary female gown, and 
the vest without sleeves. The head is not inele¬ 
gantly enveloped in a handkerchief: in general they 
have very few feminine attributes in their dress or 
appearance. 

The width and cleanliness of the streets, with an 
apparent want of population and bustle, were par¬ 
ticularly striking, though occasionally a coach and 
four, and a passing drosky, attracted our attention. 

I he. former excited our notice, from two peculiari¬ 
ties ; fir.4%^1 very small postilion riding on the off 
horse (of course he mounts awkwardly between the 
two), and constantly calling out with all his might 
Vol. I. x 
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a pram, or keep to the right; and second, the ex¬ 
treme length of the traces for the leaders, by which 
they frequently appear round a corner a considerable - 
time before the wheel-horses. The horses in general 
arc wretched, but this is not the case with those in 
the droskies of the rich, as they are remarkably 
fine animals. The one in shafts trots and does all the 
work; the other is literally for show: it is on the near 
side, and is taught to prance, and to be in appearance 
constantly attempting to bite its left knee—a practice 
which at first gives an idea of the animal being in 
great pain and under restraint. I think severe mea¬ 
sures must be resorted to in order to make them 
acquire and continue so unnatural a practice. The 
shaft horse has an arc or bow over his head, from 
which there is a bearing-rein j it is light and elegant, 
but at first sight has a strange appearance. The 
drosky consists of a bench with springs under it, 
and cushions upon it, on four wheels, at one end 
of which is the horse (the common ones have only 
one), and just behind him sits the isvoschtschik, or 
driver. They are in other respects constructed in 
various styles, according to the fancy of the owner. 
Some are with elbows, either only on one side, or 
on both, contrived in such a manner, that one per¬ 
son sitting on it looks to the right, and the other 
to the left. Some have rests for the feet, and lea¬ 
thern flaps to guard the legs from the dirt; others 
again, though very few, have a tester, or head, like 
our one horse chaises; several have only backs. 
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and some arc cjuite plain. Those at the service, of 
the public are in the simplest form. Two persons 
at most can sit on them besides the isvoschtschik. 
The greatest advantage is the uncommon lightness 
of the vehicle, but this by no means makes up for 
its inconveniences and defects. Haying no cover¬ 
ing, and frequently affording no protection from the 
dirt, the rider is entirely exposed to the weather 
and to be splashed all over. The want of sides and 
back, and the jolting experienced in driving, whence 
they obtained the name of drosb/, may render an 
excursion on them extremely beneficial to the health; 
but for people who use this carriage otherwise than 
for exercise, the motion is absolutely tormenting : 
of late years many of them are improved in point 
of comfort. To all these disagreeable circumstances 
must be added the horrid vicinity of the isvoschtsc/iik, 
who, especially during the fast days, is particularly 
offensive to the olfactory nerves : they wear a plate 
of tin on their backs, on which is inscribed their 
number, and it is in fact their license. The religious 
fervour with which they, and all the common people, 
cross themselves on passing a church, or the paint¬ 
ing of a saint, made us fancy ourselves in a strict 
Roman Catholic country. Every house and shop 
has its protecting saint, a painting before which a 
light is kept constantly burning, and no per son can 
with propriety remain covered in its .presence, so 
that although a foreigner, on entering a shop, you 
are obliged to pull off your hat: it is said that the 

X 2 
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emperor himself never violates this decorum. At 
first we frequently gave offence by our non-observ¬ 
ance of the ceremony, till a friend pointed out the 
cause. Notwithstanding this blind adoration of their 
saints, the worship of graven images is strictly for¬ 
bidden by their religion. 

The river and canals, with immense barges and 
floats of fine woods and floating hay-stacks, as well 
as the fish-boats, like canal passage vessels, are par¬ 
ticularly novel to a stranger, as arc also to an Eng¬ 
lishman the immense number of prisoners of both 
sexes, that are to be met with in nearly every 
street, guarded by one or more soldiers. At every 
corner there is a watch-house, to which are attached 
three police-men, armed with halberts, and one of 
them must be constantly, day and night, on the 
look-out; and in every quarter there is a round 
tower, from the top of which a man is constantly 
on the watch, to give an alarm in case of a fire 
breaking out. 

For ourselves, we have met with nothing but 
civility, attention, and accommodation from the po¬ 
lice ; but it is said they are sometimes extremely 
troubl -some, and, indeed, at this moment an Eng¬ 
lishman is a good deal annoyed, because he will not 
give any other account of himself than that he is 
an English gentleman; they do not understand the • 
title, and want to know its relative rank in the 
army ; but of this more hereafter. 

The Gostennoi-dvor, or great bazaar, in the Nevsky 
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Perspective, soon attracted our notice. The whole 
building is in length a hundred and fifty fathoms, 
the side towards the Perspective is a hundred, and 
the opposite one fifty; it is therefore in the form of 
an irregular triangle, and it is skirted on all sides by 
large streets. The shops, in number three hundred 
and forty, are disposed in two series, one above the 
other, and before them run arcades for the conve¬ 
nience of walking in all weathers. The shops that 
deal in the same kind of commodities are all placed 
together. The great extent, and the swarms of 
people about it, give this market the appearance of 
a small town. It would be extremely difficult to 
think of an article in the whole catalogue of neces¬ 
saries and conveniences, and, generally speaking, 
even of luxuries, that could be asked for here in vain; 
and contrary to the indifference towards customers, 
so much complained of in the tradesmen of Sweden, 
not only are the shopkeepers most anxious to serve 
you, but each shop is attended by a lad, whose duty 
it is, to invite you by every art of persuasion to enter 
and purchase: lie accosts every person who passes 
with “ shtovamagodno,” what do you wish to have ? 
No fire is allowed, nor do any people sleep in the 
shops ; but at night, dogs are turned out under the 
arcades, fastened by a piece of cord, which travels 
by a ring on a rope, so as to enable each dog to 
guard the space of two shops. It must be remarked 
that other bazaars or gostennoi-dvors are as disgust¬ 
ingly dirty and revolting a»tlus is clean and inviting. 
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They sell every kind of old materials, and one is 
even called the louse-market. 

You may be assured we did not allow the first 
day to pass without a visit to the celebrated statue 
of Peter the Great, which, in itself, certainly more 
than equalled my warmest imagination; but with the 
much boasted rock on which it is placed, I was 
quite disappointed. It is by no means sufficiently 
stupendous, and is tame, from the too liberal use of 
the chisel; but Coxe's account of it is so very 
correct, that I cannot do better than follow his de¬ 
scription. “ One of the noblest monuments of the 
gratitude and veneration paid to Peter the Great, is 
the equestrian statue of that monarch in bronze; it 
is of a colossal size, and is the work of Monsieur 
Falconet, the celebrated French statuary, cast at 
the expense of Catharine II., in honour of her 
great predecessor, whom she reveres and imi¬ 
tates. It represents that monarch in the act of 
mounting a precipice, the summit of which he has 
nearly attained. He appears crowned with laurel, 
in a loose Asiatic vest, and sitting on a housing of 
bear-skin, his right hand is stretched out as in the 
act of giving benediction to his people, and his left 
holds the reins. The design is masterly, and the 
attitude is bold and spirited. If there be any de¬ 
fect in the figure, it consists in the flat position of 
the right hand (this by no means struck us as a 
defect), and for this reason the view of the left side 
is the most striking, where the whole appearance is 
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graceful and animated: the horse is rearing upon 
its hind legs, and its tail which is full and flowing, 
slightly touches a bronze serpent, artfully contrived 
to assist in supporting the vast weight of the statue 
in the due equilibrium. The artist has, in this noble 
essay of his genius, represented Peter as the legis¬ 
lator of his country, without any allusion to con¬ 
quest and bloodshed, wisely preferring his civil 
qualities to his military exploits. The contrast be¬ 
tween the composed tranquillity of Peter (though 
perhaps not absolutely characteristic), and the fire 
of the horse, eager to press forward, is very striking. 
The simplicity of the inscription corresponds to the 
sublimity of the design, and is fur preferable to a 
pompous detail of exalted virtues which the voice 
of flattery applies to every sovereign without dis¬ 
tinction. It is elegantly finished in brass cha¬ 
racters :— 

Petro Prirao. 

Catharina Secunda, 

1782. 

But here 1 must differ from Coxe, because the brass 
letters by no means partake of the stability or per¬ 
manence of the rock; on the contrary, they are 
perishable, 'and likely to be detached from it, by 
time or accident; indeed, this is, at the present 
moment, but too apparent; for notwithstanding the 
iron railing round it, and a guard close by, three of 
the letters have disappeared, leaving the inscription 
incomplete. Surely the letters ought to have been 
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so deeply cut into the rock itself, as to have been 
obliterated only by the destruction of the mass. 
Had the ancients not followed this plan, how would 
the antiquary be able ever to discover to what sub¬ 
ject the many valuable monuments which arc every 
day found in the bosom of the earth had been de¬ 
voted ; perhaps, to deeply engraved characters on 
imperishable marble, we arc more indebted for a 
knowledge of ancient history and events, than to 
any other cause whatever. When Falconet had 
conceived the design of his statue, the base of which 
was to be formed by a huge rock, he carefully exa¬ 
mined the environs of Petersburg, in order to ascer¬ 
tain if among the detached pieces of granite which 
are scattered about these parts, one could be found 
of magnitude corresponding to the dimensions of 
the equestrian figure. After considerable search, he 
discovered a stupendous mass half buried in the 
midst of a morass. The expense and difficulty of 
transporting it were no obstacles to Catharine. By 
her order the morass was immediately drained, a 
road was cut through a forest, and carried over the 
marshy ground, and the stone which, after it had 
been somewhat reduced, weighed fifteen hundred 
tons, was removed to Petersburg. 

This, more than Roman work, in less than six 
months from the time of the first discovery of the 
block, was accomplished by windlasses, and by 
means of friction balls of brass fifteen inches in 
circumference, placed and removed in grooves fixed 
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on each side of the road. In this manner it was 
drawn with forty men seated upon its top, about 
four miles to the banks of the Neva; there it was 
embarked in a vessel constructed on purpose to 
receive it, and thus was it conveyed about the same 
distance by water to the spot where it now stands. 
When landed at Petersburg it was about forty-two 
feet long at the base, and thirty-six at the top; 
twenty-one thick, and seventeen high, a bulk 
greatly surpassing in weight the most boasted mo¬ 
numents of Roman grandeur, which, according to 
the fond admirers of antiquity, would have baffled 
the skill of modern mechanics, and were alone suf¬ 
ficient to render celebrated the reigns of the most 
degenerate or most depraved emperors. 

The pedestal, however, though still of prodigious 
magnitude, is far from retaining its original dimen¬ 
sions, as, in order to form a proper station for the 
statue, and to represent an ascent, the summit of 
which the horse is endeavouring to attain, its bulk 
has been necessarily diminished. But I could not 
observe without regret, that the artist, in the true 
style of his countrymen, has been desirous to 
improve upon nature; for in order to produce a 
resemblance to an abrupt broken precipice, he 
has been too lavish of the chisel, making his art 
too conspicuous. The effect would have been far 
more sublime, if the stone had been left as much as 
possible in its rude state, a vast, unwieldy, stupen¬ 
dous mass ; indeed, they reduced it so much, that it 
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has been found necessary to add two pieces to it. 
Its height is now sixteen feet, and that of the statue 
ten. The completion was effected on the 27th of 
August, 1782. The ceremony was performed with 
great solemnity, and was accompanied by a solemn 
inauguration. At the same time the empress issued 
a proclamation, in which, among other instances of 
her clemency, she pardoned all criminals under sen¬ 
tence of death, all deserters who should return to 
their respective corps within a limited time, and 
released all criminals condemned to hard labour, 
provided they had not been guilty of murder. Ac¬ 
cording to a calculation, it appears that the whole 
expense incurred was four hundred and twenty-five 
thousand rubles. While at the statue, we had an 
opportunity of seeing the Isaac church. As I be¬ 
fore observed, Catharine intended it to be the most 
superb of all the churches in the capital, and pur¬ 
sued her object secundum artem, that is, of course, 
forming, first of all, the suitable, pile foundation : 
at her death, Paul hastily finished it in brick, by 
which he made it appear ridiculous. Alexander, 
forcibly struck with the incongruity, determined 
not only to fulfil his grandmother’s intentions, but 
even to exceed them. He accordingly directed the 
brick-work to be demolished, the foundation to be 
extended, and a considerable enlargement of the 
building to be made. At this moment the extra¬ 
ordinary granite-quarry at Peterlax having been 
discovered, it was determined to increase the scale 
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in every respect, so as to bring the colossal pillars, 
before alluded to, into harmony with the general 
design. After an infinite deal of labour in adding to 
the size of the church, and in preparing twenty of 
these extraordinary columns, somebody suggested 
the inquix-y whether the foundation was calculated to 
support the additional weight, and even if it were, 
whether it was not a dangerous experiment to build 
a whole structure upon piles which had been driven 
at very distant periods, and which, in all proba¬ 
bility, from that circumstance, would settle differ¬ 
ently under similar degrees of pressure, because the 
old ones had had, for many years, to support a 
weight which had probably brought them to their 
greatest depth, whereas the new ones would natu¬ 
rally sink lower, from the greater weight placed on 
them, and from their more recent introduction. 
These objections carried such reason with them, 
that the further progress of the work was arrested 
(except the preparing of materials), and the ques¬ 
tion as to the propriety of continuing the building 
is said to have been proposed to all the learned 
societies of Europe. In the mean time the church 
remains dilapidated and roofless. In examining the 
columns, we should hardly have recognised them 
as the same kind we had seen in Finland, they 
having received such exquisite chiseling and polish¬ 
ing ; none of them are erected, but are lying under 
the work-sheds. 
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The soldiers of the Imperial Guard belonging to 
the regiment of Pierre Paul, struck us particularly as 
clean, good-looking men, but they were not large ; 
their caps are like those of mountebanks, presenting 
the same appearance behind as in front. Several of 
them have holes through the plates, cither real or 
fictitious, being meant to indicate their having been 
hit somewhere in battle. We wished to have 
seen the guard mount, but the parade took place in 
the winter exercising-house, an immense building 
from which strangers are excluded. 

We have, in compliance with custom, taken a 
coach and four, and have hired an intelligent Eng¬ 
lishman (who has been fifteen years in the country) 
as a servant. We lodge at Page’s, and have three 
excellent rooms. The company we meet at table 
are very genteel, many of them are on the Imperial 
Guard, or belong to the Corps Diplomatique. It is 
the only good hotel in the town (indeed there is 
only one other), and when the port is open during 
summer, even this hotel is said to be so frequented 
by masters of merchantmen, and persons of a similar 
description as to render it unfit for the comfortable 
accommodation of travellers. The silver ruble (which 
is never seen) is worth three shillings and fourpence, 
but such is the depreciation of the paper-currency, 
that at the present rate of exchange it is only worth 
ninepence halfpenny. Specie is out of the ques¬ 
tion, except twenty copeck pieces, but the notes are 
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clean and well distinguished; those of five rubles 
(the lowest) arc blue, the tens red, the twenty-fives 
white, and of one shape, the fifties of another, and, 
lastly, the hundreds different from cither of the 
former. 

Having now brought you acquainted with the 
things which at first struck us as most novel, I shall 
lay down my pen, in order to give you, as well as 
myself, a seasonable respite.—Adieu. 
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Russian Winter—Lateness of the Season—Extreme Variableness of 
the Climate, and destructive Effects of its Vicissitudes—Myriads 
of Crows — Excursion to Cronstadt — Steam boat — Cannon— 
Drilling Sailors—Honest Admiral and Court Favour — Russian 
Ships of War—Oranienbaum— Prince Ment.chikof—The 11a ! 
or Solitude of Catharine 11. — Montagues Russes—Peterhof— 
Mon Plaisir — English Garden — Cottage Ornfr—Monastery of 
St Scrgious— Russian Country Seats—Alexandrofski — Royal 
Manufactory—Excellent Management of the Juvenile Manufac¬ 
turers— Active Benevolence of the Dowager Empress — Palace 
of Tzarskoe-sclo— Imperial Omnipotence—Road-marking and 
Road-making—Lodge of Tchesme — Portrait Painting — Sir 
Joshua Reynolds — Pavlofsk — The Emperor Paul — Palace of 
Pella—Schlusselburg—-Dungeons—Deposition and Murder of the 
Emperor Paul—Kolpeniiy—Russian Artisans, their Power of 
Imitation — Kammennoi-ostrof — Ylagiti — Tauridun Palace — 
Grand Ffite of Prince Potemkin—Fountains of Champagne, and 
Silver Pumps—Museum of the Academy of Sciences—Miucralo- 
gical, Zoological, and Entomological Branches—Amphibious 
Animals—Relics and Antiquities—Effigy of Peter the Great— 
Skeletons of the Mameluke and the Dwarf—L’Academie dcs 
Beaux Arts—Admiralty—Hydrographical Office—Model Room 
—Cabinet of Natural History—Ship-building — Oak and Larch 
—Official Peculation — Senate—Marine Cadet Corps—Russian 
Naval Establishment—Imperial Library—The Mint—Interior of 
the Winter Palace, Hermitage, and Arsenal—Interview with 
the Grand Duke Nicholas—Engineer Establishment—Palace of 
St. Michael—Assassination of tiie Emperor Paul—Setting in of 
the Frost—Preparations of Winter Clothing—A Russian Bath— 
Mode of Heating Rooms—A Table d'H6te—French and Russian 
Tl. atres—English Club — Commercial Club—Meteorological 
Observations—Freezing of the Ladoga and Neva. 


St. Petersburg, ij- December, 1822. 
Thermometer, Reaumur, 10 degrees. 

You are aware that we came to this country, at 
this unusual season for travellers, in order to expe¬ 
rience what is often so emphatically termed, a Rus¬ 
sian winter, and which many people imagine saved 
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the empire from the destructive grasp of the insa¬ 
tiable Napoleon, and ultimately caused his downful 
and exile. Be that as it may, we certainly arrived, 
impressed with much respect for this season, not 
unmixed with some little apprehension that our 
temerity might be visited by an indelible mark of its 
prowess, in the shape of a bite on the ear, or the 
loss of a nose. 

However, dangers are generally magnified at a 
distance; and we had, during our stay, been so fre¬ 
quently disturbed by false alarms of the enemy’s 
approach, that we became quite impatient, and 
have hailed his unusually late appearance this day 
with the most sincere pleasure, for it is impossible 
to imagine any thing more disagreeable than the 
extreme variableness of the weather ever since our 
arrival. The mornings and evenings have been 
extremely cold, the days either much overcast, or 
slight snow or rain has fallen ; the former fell, for 
the first time, on the 30th October, new style, 
since which the rapidity with which frost, thaw, 
snow, rain, and haze, in short, every kind of wea¬ 
ther, except clear, has succeeded each other is 
impossible to be imagined. Nothing less than ex¬ 
perience can give an adequate idea of it, or of the 
effect it has had upon the spirits and activity of the 
natives. Every plan, as soon as formed, has been 
rendered abortive by the weather becoming directly 
opposed to that which had originated it. One day, 
sledges in use; the next, wheels resumed. Parties 
disappointed by the removal of the bridges, when. 
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perhaps, the floating ice from the Ladoga has after¬ 
wards disappeared, and they have been replaced. 
The worst of the evil has been the destruction of 
provisions; for, strange to say, in the interior, to 
the southward and eastward, sledge-roads have 
been long established, and the country-people have 
started with frozen provisions for this market; but 
when, perhaps, within a hundred leagues of the 
city, they have been surprised by a thaw, and the 
whole have been spoiled: in short the variableness 
of the season, and not its lateness, has baffled every 
calculation, and done considerable injury to the 
community at large. Never since the foundation of 
the city has so variable, or, with only one exception, 
so late a winter been registered, and this last hap¬ 
pened exactly fifty years ago, or in 1772, when the 
Neva was not finally passable by the ice till the 
24th of December, new &tyle. This mode of com¬ 
munication has only been permitted by the police 
this morning, so that the post is only one day ear¬ 
lier than in 1772. The difference visible in the 
activity of the city, and on the countenances of 
everybody we pass, is quite delightful; and as we 
are v, .11 provided with bear-skin shubes, fur caps, 
gloves, and boots, we promise ourselves much and 
safe pleasure in the enjoyments of the novel scenes 
which a Russian winter cannot fail to present to us. 
Added to this, the empress, contrary to all court 
etiquette, has, upon the kind representation of the 
Grand Duke Nicholas, and the application of our 
ambassador, desired that we may be introduced to 



ST. PETERSBURG. 


321 


her and the dowager empress to-morrow at the 
court levee, and in the evening attend the hall 
given in honour of the emperor’s birth day, with¬ 
out waiting for an introduction to him (as he is at 
Verona), which, in this country, is an indispensable 
ceremony. We feel sensibly this honour and in¬ 
dulgence, and hope it will lead to our more inti¬ 
mate knowledge of, and acquaintance with, the 

Russian nobility; for up to this time they have 
been extremely distant, and we are told that they 
are precluded from publicly paying attention to any 
stranger till lie has been introduced at court; but 
that ceremony once over, we shall he overwhelmed 
with attention and invitations. Nous verrons, and 
l dare say we shall be able to meet them all, for we 
do not hear of any gay parties, and from all we 
can learn, this is, probably, the dullest capital in 
Europe, and more complaints of poverty are to be 
heard in Russia than even ches nous. In the mean 
time I will endeavour to give you some idea of 
what we have seen, and how we have passed our 
time since we arrived, and during the before-men¬ 
tioned annoying weather, which we have probably 
felt less than anybody else, because we have not 
been sorry for the opportunity which has thus been 
afforded to us of seeing the environs, and many 
things, before they are covered by their impenetra¬ 
ble manteau blanc, or rather surtout. At this mo¬ 
ment there is certainly an envelope, which bides 
every regular feature, presenting an extended and 
Vol. I. • Y 
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unvarying white surface. From this I must except 
the roofs of the winter palace, and highest buildings 
on the banks of the Neva on an evening, when they 
are covered with myriads of crows. The numbers 
which present themselves are quite incalculable, 
and the difficulty with which they fix upon a roost- 
ing-place is beyond conception to those who have 
not witnessed it. 

The first week or ten days were spent in external 
contemplation of the various buildings and novel 
scenes which presented themselves, and in accepting 
invitations from the ambassador, consul-general, and 
various persons with whom we became acquainted. 

At the expiration of this time we determined upon 
a visit to Cronstadt, while the gulf was yet open ; 
and for that purpose embarked in a steam-boat be¬ 
longing to Mr. Baird, an Englishman, who has a mo¬ 
nopoly of them throughout the empire for seven 
years. The distance is twenty-two versts, and is 
usually performed in two or three hours; but the 
wind was strong from the westward, accompanied 
by a good deal of swell, so that at times the steam¬ 
boat became nearly unmanageable, and getting into 
the trough of the sea, laboured so much as almost 
to endanger our safety. Most of the passengers 
were sea-sick, and, among others, many naval offi¬ 
cers, and long-bearded natives. However, by per¬ 
severance we reached Cronstadt at three o’clock, 
after having been six hours performing the passage. 
Wc were delighted to find a most excellent dinner 



f.'RONSTADT. 


323 


at our service, which had been prepared at Wild’s 
hotel, in expectation of the arrival of Sir Daniel 
Bayley, who had been prevented from coining down 
by unexpected business. 

The evening became fair, and we walked to 
the mole head, which is lined with cannon. In¬ 
deed, the whole of the island to the westward is 
like a porcupine, bristled with guns, and is again 
surrounded by small fortified islands, and pile-bat¬ 
teries, the latter erected at the time our immortal 
Nelson destroyed the strong line of defence at 
Copenhagen, supported the honour of his country, 
and spread the terror of his name even to the gates 

of the two northern capitals. In addition to this 

strong proof of the effects of the prowess of our 
beloved country, we had the opportunity of wit¬ 
nessing its commercial enterprise and prosperity, 
for the merchant mole was filled to excess with 
ships, two-tliirds of which were British. 

In the morning we paid our respects to the go¬ 
vernor and commander-in-chief. Admiral Muller, 
for in all countries except our own, these offices 
at naval stations arc combined. He received us 
without ceremony, and kindly ordered his aide-de- 
camp, the son of an Englishman, an admiral in their 
service, to conduct us round the island, and to show 
us every thing worthy of notice. There is much 
which comes under this denomination ; and it really 
astonishes us when we reflect, that a century ago 

this was a barren island without a harbour or pro- 

. Ya 
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tection, and that now it has three beautiful moles, 
containing, besides other vessels, twenty-seven sail 
of the line, and many of them the largest class of 
three-deckers. These ships lie secure from Swe¬ 
den, the powerful mistress of the Baltic, when 
Peter, the founder of the Russian mariue, had 
hardly ventured to look at the gulf, much less to 
think of opposing the strength of Sweden in her right 
arm of defence. This is not less strange than true. In 
proof that the whole has sprung from the inventive 
and powerful genius of that wonderful monarch, 
wc were shown a model of the island, its moles and 
defences ; also plans of improvement, signed by his 
hand, proving that, even in its infancy, his compre¬ 
hensive mind had foreseen what it was capable of 
arriving at, and had provided every requisite ac¬ 
commodation for the powerful and large marine of 
the present day. Indeed, the monarchs who have 
succeeded him, with all their partiality for, and 
obligations to, the fleet, have not been able to carry 
all his plans into execution, much yet remaining to 
be done, and in what has been done, in not one in¬ 
stance have they had occasion to deviate from the 
designs laid down by him. 

The docks are capacious, and arc pumped out by 
a steam-engine sent from England many years ago. 
The store-houses are good, and conveniently ap¬ 
proached by means of canals, capable of containing 
lighters, .and similar vessels. 

The hospital we found clean and in most admir- 
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able order, not to be excelled by onr own cither at 
Haslar or Plymouth. 

We also visited the barracks of the first equipage, 
which we found in good order, every man having a 
separate bed ; the tout ensemble was precisely that of 
marine barracks (in our acceptation of the word), 
and we concluded we were visiting the rooms of 
soldiers, instead of sailors. We were undeceived 
and informed that they were seamen, indeed the 
best, in their service, having all been round the 
world ; and that by a recent regulation, the whole 
of the sailors were drilled and crjuipped the same 
as the army, in order to render them available for 
both services. 

There arc fifteen equipages stationed on the island, 
they consist of one thousand men each, and are so 
subdivided and officered, as to he able to man a linc- 
of-battle ship, a frigate, and a sloop. They have 
each “ an economy chest,” under the control of 
the commodore who commands the equipage. Every 
seaman who may be employed privately, is obliged 
to contribute a certain proportion of his earnings ; 
the richest chest contains fifteen thousand rubles. 

The cause of the general military equipment is 
said to he an over zeal of the successor of Admiral 

F-, as minister of marine. The admiral, at 

the desire of the emperor, had drilled (and very 
properly) the sailors of the imperial guard, the 
same as soldiers, because they do duty in the palace, 
and arc' attached only to the yachts. Here the mi¬ 
litary rage was to stop; but when the admiral retired, 
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his successor finding how much the emperor was 
pleased with the transformation of the imperial 
guard, thought to ingratiate himself by extending 
the .system to the whole service, and, at the expense 
of the efficiency of the fleet, it is said he has com¬ 
pletely succeeded. Indeed, all the excellent regula¬ 
tions of the admiral have been either abandoned, 
or carried to such extremes, as to render them dis¬ 
advantageous instead of beneficial to the naval ser¬ 
vice, The admiral is not only an able sea-officer but 
also an enlightened statesman. Two anecdotes arc 
related to prove, how incapable he is of concealing 
his opinions, when the good of the service is con¬ 
cerned. During his ministry, the emperor paid a 
visit to Cronstadt, accompanied by him : in spite of 
all his endeavours to keep up the efficiency and 
respectability of the fleet, it had been much ne¬ 
glected. On visiting the store-houses and depots, 
the emperor wished to pay him a compliment upon 
their good order, and said, “ Admiral, you are 
always talking to me of the English fleet and arse¬ 
nals, I should be glad to know if their store-houses 
can be in better or cleaner order than these ?” “ No, 
please your majesty,” was the uncourtier like reply, 
“ they are not half so clean ; because, instead of 
being empty like these, they are filled with pitch, 
tar, hemp, and naval stores of all sorts, which gives 
them a dirty appearance and disagreeable smell.” 
On another occasion, when the emperor had demo¬ 
lished the rampart round the Admiralty, and esta¬ 
blished the beautiful boulevard which now orna- 



(HONSTADT. 


327 


mcnts it, he said, with evident exultation, to the 
admiral, “ I wonder what Peter the Great would 
say, if he could rise and see these beautiful altera¬ 
tions in the exterior of his favourite Admiralty.” 
“ 1 know not what he would say to them,” replied 
the admiral, “ but I well know what he would 
think, if he saw the deserted and empty state of the 
interior ?” After these anecdotes, you will cease to 
wonder at his voluntary expatriation. There is little 
doubt, that the most base jealousy and intrigue pre¬ 
vented his operations with the army of the Danube 
having the desired effect. They could not bear to 
see him with a chance of success even against the 
despoilers of their country ; but in strict justice it 
must be acknowledged, that it was both unwise and 
unnecessary to intrust the command and operations 
of an army to a sea-officer, however able in his own 
profession. 

With the Baltic Pilot-school, and that for educa¬ 
ting the sons of peasants as warrant and petty offi¬ 
cers for the navy, both nearly the last plans of his 
wise administration, we were much pleased. The 
former is established in the very house built by 
Prince Mentcliikof, at the formation of the arsenal, 
and like every thing undertaken by him and his 
master, is durable and creditable to their name, 
being still the finest building in the island. The 
establishment consists of two hundred and fifty 
boys, who are taught seamanship, mathematics, 
drawing! surveying, English, French, and German. 

The warrant officers’ school consists of much 
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yonngcr children, who are remarkably healthy, and 
by far the finest looking boys I have met with in 
the country. They are taught upon the Lancastrian 
plan ; but instead of sand they use chalk and sponge, 
it having been found that sand produced a species 
ophthalmia. 

We visited the Leipsic, a new three-decker, which 
had lately returned from a summer’s cruise, but 
without her lower deck guns. They spoke highly 
of her qualities as a sea-boat, but she. appeared to 
me, as did most of the ships, to be hogged: for, 
when standing on the after-part of the lower 
deck, it was impossible to see more than one-third 
forward. This is occasioned, probably, by their being 
strained in bringing down on camels from Peters¬ 
burg, where they continue, in spite of common 
sense, to build their ships of war. They are of 
oak, procured from Casan, but of a very bad qua¬ 
lity : of course the ships are not durable, nor are 
those built of larch, at Archangel, more so. 

On the third day we quitted Cronstadt, and 
crossed to Oranienbaum, in a large boat belonging 
to one of the ships of war, rowed by twelve men, 
for which we paid five rubles, the distance being 
about three miles and a half. 

The country round Oranienbaum is prettily diver¬ 
sified, having hill, dale, wood, and water. The town 
is miserable, but the palace is a pleasing object from 
the sea: we arrived at the foot of it by means of 
a canal. Built by Prince Mcntchikof in the height 
of his power, it has since undergone almost as many 
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.vicissitudes as that extraordinary man and his fa¬ 
mily. It is said that he was originally an apprentice 
to a pastry-cook at Moscow; but Peter, struck by 
his address, took him into his personal service, ele¬ 
vated him to the highest rank in the empire, and 
reposed the fullest confidence in him during his 
life. Ilis influence over Peter’s wife and successor 
is well known, and, by her will, she directed Peter 
II. to espouse his daughter. This made him so 
arrogant and disrespectful to the monarch, that, in¬ 
stead of becoming his son-in-law, Peter arrested and 
imprisoned him at Bcresof, a small town upon the 
river Oby, confining him in a wooden hovel, en¬ 
closed with palisadocs, where he ended his days. The 
palace then became an hospital for sailors, and was 
afterwards chosen by Peter III. as his favourite resi¬ 
dence : at his death it was converted into a school 
for the marine-cadct-corps ; and when the cadets 
were moved to Vassilly-ostrof, it again became an 
imperial residence, and was a good deal resorted to 
by the present emperor when he was grand duke. 
Although it is still kept up at care and expense, it 
is seldom visited, which surprises me, as the situa¬ 
tion is delightful for a summer retreat. The grounds 
were saturated with water, and nearly impassable, 
yet we did not fail to visit the Solitude built by 
Catharine II., while grand duchess. It stands in 
the midst of a gloomy forest, and consists of about 
twelve apartments, which, to judge from present 
appearance, must have been fitted up and furnished 
with exquisite taste. The approach to it is circui 
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tous, and therefore it is not seen till you are close 
upon it. As the first view generally causes an emo¬ 
tion of surprise, it has received the appellation of 
Ha! 

We then hastened to that which, till within these 
few years, used to excite so much interost, the 
coach-hill, or mountain for sledges, but were much 
disappointed, as it is nothing to be compared to Les 
Montagues llusses, at Paris. Thus it is that foreign 
inventions, carried to other countries, generally sur¬ 
pass their prototypes. Adjoining the palace is a 
small fort, raised by Peter 111. when grand duke, 
and containing a building called by him the gover¬ 
nor’s house, which he generally inhabited himself, 
and into which he admitted ooly his olficcrs and 
favourites, while his court resided in the palace ! 

With much difficulty we procured a caliche and 
a pair of miserable horses, for thirty-five rubles, to 
carry us to Petersburg, where we were engaged to 
dine with Mr. Lewis, an American merchant, to 
whom 1 had brought a letter of credit. The distance 
is thirty-five versts, with a wretched road, particu¬ 
larly the first eight versts, yet the animals contrived 
to make good their six miles an hour. We how¬ 
ever baited tucm for a couple of hours, while we 
examined Peterhof, which, of course, at this sea¬ 
son we saw to great disadvantage ; but it is a place 
of great celebrity, from the fete which is annually 
given at it on the 22nd of July, the name-day of the 
dowager empress. The magnificence of this fete, 
as related by spectators, we can readily believe, from 
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the great capabilities wc remarked in the grounds 

and building. If. owes its origin to Peter the Great, 

and has received, under the succeeding monarch s, 

such a variety of improvements or alterations that it 

has become a sort of specimen of the several tastes 

that have prevailed in each reign. It stands yn an 

■% 

eminence, at about two-thirds of a mile from the 
Gtdf of Finland, and commands an extensive view 
over it, as well as Petersburg, Cronstadt, and the 
coast of Carelia. 

The gardens possess peculiar beauties, being dis¬ 
posed into walks, plantations, and flower-beds, with 
a variety of elegant fountains, and jds d'eau, which 
are plentifully supplied with water ; and there arc 
two very line bold cascades. A canal lined with 
stone, and of considerable width, forms a* water 
communication between the palace and the Gulf of 
Finland. 

In a solitary wood stands the neat summer-house 
called, “ Mon Plaisir,” because the Empress Eliza¬ 
beth used sometimes to retire to it from the cares 
of government, and innocently amuse herself by 
cooking her own dinner ! And curiosity is excited by 
the small house used by Peter the Great for a nobler 
purpose, *. e., to contemplate in retirement his rising 
arsenal and infant fleet. It is still furnished as he 
left it, even to his bed, nightcap, frc. Near it is a 
bath of admirable and unique construction. 

In what is styled the English garden is a cottage, 
the outside of which bespeaks poverty, while the 
interior is fitted up in the most magnificent manner ; 
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and the astonishment produced by this unexpected 
contrast, is much augmented by the apparent mag¬ 
nitude and dimensions of the rooms, which are 
doubled by mirrors artfully and most deceitfully 
disposed. 

It is said that on the 22nd of July neither ex¬ 
pense nor trouble are spared to render this delight¬ 
ful place enchanting. The gardens are brilliantly 
illuminated, and all the jets d'eau arc in full play. 
The whole of the imperial family arc assembled, 
together with the great officers of state, the fo¬ 
reign ministers, nobility, t5 - c.; in short, nearly the 
whole population of Petersburg, when a public 
masquerade takes place, and refreshments are abun¬ 
dantly supplied. 

In the neighbourhood is a slobode, or village of 
wooden houses, together with extensive cavalry 
barracks. 

Hence to Strelna, the road continues for eight 
versts rich in variegated prospects. This imperial 
villa has the same origin, and nearly the same situ¬ 
ation as Peterhof, but its fate has hitherto been 
very different; what it was under Peter, it remains 
to this hour, abating the dilapidations which it has 
suffered from time. It has never been finished, 
which is extraordinary, as its situation is highly 
romantic, and it lies in the neighbourhood of a large 
well-built town, the first post-station on the Riga 
road. It now belongs to the Grand Duke Con¬ 
stantine, and is the quarters for his own regiment 
of cavalry. 
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Wc soon after passed the monastery of St. Scr- 
gious; the road improved, and even at this gloomy 
season we came to a scene, continuing to the Riga 
gate, which, for the idea it presented of taste and art, 
stands unrivalled in any country we have visited. 
Conceive ten miles of an uninterrupted series of 
elegant country-seats and villas, surrounded by 
lawns, plantations, basins, statues, vases, cannon, 
<$c.; in short, every thing calculated to produce 
the most striking effect. No expense has been 
spared by the respective owners, to convert this 
formerly steril ground into, at least by comparison, 
a perfect paradise. In summer, when all these de¬ 
lightful seats are animated by nature, they arc the 
residence of the principal nobility, who hurry out 
of Petersburg the moment stern winter disap¬ 
pears. The rent of these houses is said to be most 
exorbitant, and the foreign ministers are glad to 
get them at any rate. Sir Charles Bagot had just 
moved into town before our arrival; indeed, when 
wc passed, the houses were all closed for the winter. 

The most remarkable one we saw, having a large 
basin in front, containing small yachts, protected 
by a battery of cannon, belongs to the Grand Vc- 
neur Nariskin, who is always doing something 
magnificent and eccentric. It is related of him 
that knowing the empress was to pass one evening, 
he had by way of surprise, collected skins of all 
the ferocious beasts of the forests, and by placing 
either men or children inside, according to their 
size, gave them the appearance of life, and they 
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were frisking about his grounds, to the astonish¬ 
ment of the empress when she passed. By way of 
further surprise, and honour to his sovereign mis¬ 
tress, lie caused an extraordinary display of fire¬ 
works and rockets to be let oft, when she came in 
front of the house. Unfortunately, however, not 
having apprized the supposed animals of the ter¬ 
rible explosion which was to take place, they were 
most dreadfully alarmed, and, instead of continuing 
to play their parts as quadrupeds, they attempted 
to seek safety in flight as bipeds, and by which they 
rendered the scene truly ridiculous. Many other 
stories are told of his eccentricity. He possesses 
one of the largest and most magnificently-furnished 
houses in Petersburg, yet he lives in one miserable 
room in a house adjoining. 

'The winding of the read just before entering the 
city brought us suddenly up to a triumphal arch, 
and the effect was very tine. It was erected by the 
inhabitants of Petersburg, upon the return of the 
emperor, in 1814: the ornaments are allegorical. 
It was proposed to be built of stone, but for want 
of sufficient time, it >vas run up pro tempore, in 
brick, and stuccoed, which now begins to look 
shabby; and as their ardour is much cooled, I doubt 
its ever being finished, according to the original plan. 

At dinner, at Mr. Lewis’s, amongst other per¬ 
sons, we met Sir R. K. Porter, who had that 
morning been gazetted, as having received from 
the emperor a gold snuft-box, ornamented with 
brilliants, in consequence of his having presented 



ALEXAXDROFSKI. 


335 

his majesty with a copy of his travels in Georgia, 
Persia, 8$c. I mention this to give you an idea 
how people arc rewarded in this empire, and the 
manner in which it is announced *to the public. 
Snuff-boxes, rings, §'c., have all a certain value : l do 
not mean intrinsic, but current value, according to 
the honorary manner in which they are ornamented 
and set ; such as plain, or with brilliants, cipher, 
or miniature, the last being the acme of imperial 
favour, and upon receiving which, the consequence 
of a Russian is most amazingly elevated in the opi¬ 
nion of liis admiring and envying countrymen. 

On the 21st of October, O. S., we visited Alex- 
androfski, where there is an imperial cotton and 
linen manufactory, under the immediate patronage 
of the dowager empress. It stands on the left 
bank of the Neva, at twelve versts from the city. 
The establishment consists of six hundred and 
seventeen boys, and two hundred and fifteen girls, 
all selected from the foundling hospital, and who 
are employed in manufacturing linen and cotton, 
comprising every branch of the work, even to con¬ 
structing the machinery. 

We arrived just as they were going to dinner; 
this was cooked by steam, and the kitchen was 
beautifully clean. The dinner consisted of beef and 
soup, with a kind of rice, which grows in Siberia 
(but much more succulent than that of America), 
with plenty of bread and grass. 

They marched in regular order, the boys sepa¬ 
rated by a screen from the girls; being arranged 
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at table, the head attendant rang a bell, when grace 
was sung in chorus, after which they attacked the 
dinner with a good will. We were particularly 
struck with their healthy and clean appearance, 
although both sexes appeared small for their age. 
The girls were dressed very neatly, in white ; their 

hair was arranged with elegance and uniformity, 
each having a large tortoise-shell comb on the top : 
none were strikingly handsome. 

The boys and girls have every thing found for 
them, and receive two or four rubles a month, 
according to their diligence, which accumulates till 
their time of servitude expires, when they are ma¬ 
numitted, The dormitories were well ventilated, 
and clean to a high degree; each had a separate 
bed, of which the blankets and bedding were as 
white as snow. 

They have a large play-room, which also serves 
as a theatre, and behind it is a drawing-school, or¬ 
namented with plans and models, executed by 
them, some in a superior style. In short, it is an 
establishment which does honour to the empress; 
the children being, in- the first place, in all proba¬ 
bility, rescued from starvation or death, and then 
clothed, educated, taught a good trade, and made 
useful and respectable members of society. The 
establishment (as well as others which she protects) 
is under the general superintendence of General 
Wilson, a Scotchman, but it is directed immedi¬ 
ately by a younger brother of his. A variety of 
articles are manufactured here, but the staple com- 
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modity is cotton and flax twist; of tlie former, a 
great quantity is sent into the interior, and a good 
deal of the latter to England : the whole is pressed 
by a hydraulic machine, as is practised by us. Three 
beautiful steam-engines are employed of seventy, 
sixty, and thirty horse power. The gasometer is 

on a large scale; the whole establishment is lighted 
by it, but as the gas is purified, nothing disagree¬ 
able arises from it: the coal is. sent from England. 
The dowager empress has several monopolies, in 
order to support her {jftiilanthropic establishments 
(particularly the foundling hospitals), throughout 
the empire; and amongst others, is an exclusive 
privilege of making playing cards, the whole of 
which are coloured here, and arc said to produce 
more money than it is possible to conceive from 
such a source. 

Mr. Wilson wore the order of Valdiinir: he was 
very obliging: we left the manufactory highly de¬ 
lighted, and we arc hound in justice to say, that 
in no fountry have we seen any thing to approach 
to it, in point of the comfort and cleanliness, 
which reign amongst the children. The far-famed 
establishment of Mr. Owen, at New Lanark, in 
these respects, ranks much below it. 

The next day, at nine o’clock, we departed for 
Tzarskoe-selo, situate at twenty-five versts on the 
Moscow road ; but here we have a strong instance 
of what despotic power can attempt. Catharine, 
when becoming infirm, frequented this palace a 

Vor , I. Z 
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good deal, contrary to the wish of her physicians, 
who at length, took the liberty of hinting that the 
distance, twenty-five versts, was too great: “ Oh, 
very well,” she replied, “ let it he only twenty-two,” 
and the distance was accordingly registered and 
marked as only twenty-two, and, therefore, they are 
the longest versts in the empire. The road is very 
broad, and laid out in three lines, which were knee 
deep in mud. As this is the road of communication 
intended to be carried all the way to Moscow, and 
for the completion of which a heavy tax is laid 
upon every town, it will he as well to describe the 
manner in which it is constructed; so different is it 
to tllC original log-road, composed of the trunks of 
trees closely laid across. 

The ground being properly levelled and raised, 
three layers of materials arc laid on, the first of 
gravel, then fragments of broken granite (similar 
to Macadamising), and lastly bricks. This again is 
overstrewn with gravel, and to that is superadded 
a pavement of field stones. In order to make the 
roads smoother and easier for draught, this pave¬ 
ment has a covering of gravel and pounded stones. 
It was this last which probably caused the depth of 
mud 1 have alluded to. 

The country immediately about Petersburg, on 
this side, was formerly wooded and swampy, but 
the emperor has taken it into his own hands, and 
employed an English quakcr, named Wheeler, to 
drain and clear it, in which he is making rapid 
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progress: in a few years wc may expect to find it 
highly cultivated land, conducing to the support 
and comfort of the inhabitants, instead of, as here¬ 
tofore, causing slow fevers and diseases, from its 
dampness and exhalations. 

We soon came to the lodge of Tschesme, built 
for the convenience of Catharine, when going or 
returning from Tzarskoc-sclo, and thus named to 
commemorate the victory gained over the Turkish 
fleet, by her favourite Orlof. It has the form of 
a triangle, and is built entirely in the Gothic style, 
with old Gothic ornaments, lofty windows, painted 
glass, and small turrets. The court-yard is sur¬ 
rounded by the apartments of the officers belonging 
to the palace, and contains a small Gothic chapel. 
The country round, as far as belongs to the domain, 
is mostly laid out in the style of an English garden. 

Catharine expressed a wish to have the lodge or¬ 
namented with the portraits of all the reigning 
sovereigns of Europe, and, anxious to gratify her, 
they sat to their best artists, and presented to her 
their likenesses. Our late king, his present ma¬ 
jesty, and now the late Duke of York, were painted 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds; but from the total failure 
of the colours, they are become perfect caricatures ; 
probably from the effect of the weather. This may, 
indeed, be said of the whole of them, though more 
strictly of the portraits of our royal family. As the 
emperor does not, like his grandmother, require 
to stop here, on his journey to Tzarskoe-selo, the 
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palace is totally neglected, and will, if not repaired, 
soon become a ruin. 

We afterwards passed through a German village, 
which, from the number-of the houses, is called the 
colony of two-and-twenty. After this, nothing re¬ 
markable presented itself till we reached the chief 
of all the imperial country-seats, Tzarskoc-sclo, the 
favourite summer residence of the late empress, and 
not less so of his present majesty. It is situated 
in an open, pleasant region, diversified with -little 
hills, meads, and woodlands. The spaec of the 
whole domain contains four hundred and twenty 
thousand square fathoms. Catharine I. commenced 
this princely abode j Elizabeth enlarged and embel¬ 
lished it; but it is indebted for its completion in 
elegance and taste, to Catharine II. As the present 
emperor only aims at keeping it up as it was left 
by her, when, two years ago, his own wing was 
burnt down, he had it re-built on precisely its for¬ 
mer plan. The. chapel was also demolished, but is 
now the richest place of the sort I ever saw, far 
outshining in magnificence some of the famous 
rooms in the palaces of Genoa, but, unlike them, 
it is no* gaudy, hut chaste to a superior degree. 
The ground-work is bright blue, and all the rest is 
of gold; but to produce the bright, azure blue, it 
was necessary to lay the colours upon a gold ground. 
I could hardly believe it possible, when such general 
complaints of poverty reigned throughout the empire, 
and, indeed, throughout all Europe, that any one 
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would have been sufficiently hardy to have pro¬ 
posed a plan, involving such a profuse waste of the 
most precious and necessary metal; but so it is, 
and where religion is concerned, I firmly believe 
the Russian to be the most fettered and supersti¬ 
tious of mortals. In proof of this, it may be stated, 
that in the ornaments unconnected with religion, a 
reform, consonant to the difference of the times, has 
taken place: in Catharine’s days of prosperity, 
affluence, and splendour, they were likewise all 
gilded, but becoming shabby, they have been painted 
yellow. 

The apartments are numerous, and some are on 
an immense scale, particularly the ball-room ; but in 
all of them, there is a great paucity of furniture and 
pictures. The two rooms which struck our atten¬ 
tion the most, were those designated the chamber of 
amber, and the chamber of china. The former is 
so termed, being lined with amber, but from not 
having any thing to relieve it, the effect is heavy; 
the amber was presented by the king of Prussia. 
The latter has a much more pleasing effect, the 
china being tastefully arranged on a ground-work 
of black or Japan. 

The outside of the palace is extremely striking 
from its magnitude. It consists of three stories, 
and has on each side a wing standing back; the one 
being the chapel, and the other the bathing rooms. 
The centre is the habitation of the monarch, to the 
middle story of which there is a fine, arched road, 
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forming an inclined plane. The origin of this con¬ 
trivance is said to be, that Catharine having com¬ 
plained to Potemkin of the fatigue she experienced 
in ascending and descending the grand staircase, he 
artfully persuaded her to remain two days at Peters¬ 
burg (a thing she was much averse to in summer), 
and, on her return, surprised her agreeably by driv¬ 
ing up this road to the window of the drawing¬ 
room. In short, this able favourite never allowed 
a wish of his royal mistress to remain a moment 
ungratified. 

Adjoining to the south wing of the palace, runs 
an arcade fifty fathoms long, over which is a covered 
eolonade of marble pillars. The gardens arc laid 
out in the English style, and the emperor lately 
wishing to make some alterations, sent for Mr. B., 
an English gardener, and gave him the necessary 
directions for laying out the ground, but which 
being directly contrary to his own opinion and judg¬ 
ment, he very frankly told his imperial majesty, he 
could not comply with his royal wishes, as they 
were so contrary to all the rules of art, that the 
world would never believe the emperor had ordered 
them; . id that, consequently, the blame would al¬ 
ways be laid by the public on his head, a weight, 
which, as he valued his reputation, he was by no 
means ambitious of bearing. This uncomplying inde¬ 
pendence caused his dismissal from his employment, 
and for some time lost him the imperial favour j he 
has, however, lately regained it, and is at this time 
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employed in laying out the grounds at the Zclagin 
palace, which bid fair to do honour to his taste and 
judgment. Approaching the palace, to the left wc 
have the park-wall, and before us the entrance on 
the. Petersburg side. It consists of two portals, com¬ 
posed of blocks of stone, in the form of rocky frag¬ 
ments, over one of which is a Chinese watch-house. 
By this passage we entered the fore-grounds of the 
palace, the court of which forms an amphitheatre 
of buildings opposite the grand facade, closed on 
each side by an iron palisade. Along the east side 
of the garden stands a slobode of two rows of well 
built houses, containing apartments for lodging and 
entertainment. 

Among the curiosities of the grounds, the follow¬ 
ing particularly attracted our attention. A small 
temple containing a collection of antique and mo¬ 
dem statues, a solitude for dinner parties, a mag¬ 
nificent bath, a Montague Russe, a picturesque ruin 
from which a view of the grounds is obtained, and a 
small town to commemorate the taking possession 
of Taurida. Two artificial lakes are connected by 
a running stream, crossed by an arched bridge, 
covered at top by a roof resting on two rows of 
marble columns. Here are placed two sentry-boxes 
where Alexander and Constantine used to play sol¬ 
diers !! On one of the islands in these lakes stands 
a Turkish mosque; on another, a spacious hall for 
musical entertainments. In a thick shrubbery, wc 
come upon a pyramid in the Egyptian form, in the 
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vicinity of which arc two obelisks, anil a very hue 
bronze statue of a nymph at the well with a broken 
pitcher, both admirably executed, and placed on a 
large block of granite, with a stream of water run¬ 
ning from the pitcher. Catharine delighted to 
raise monuments to those who served her with zeal 
and success ; accordingly a marble obelisk reminded 
us of the victory near Kagul, and of the victor 
Komantzof Zadnnaisky. To the day of Tschesme, 
and the hero Orlof Tschesmenskoz, a marble column 
on a pedestal of granite is dedicated. 

A grand triumphal arch proclaims the patriotic 
ardour with which Prince Orlof encountered re¬ 
bellion and the plague in the ancient capital, and 
suppressed them both. The victory in the Morea, 
and the name of Feodor Orlof, are handed down to 
posterity by a rostral column, while Alexander, fol¬ 
lowing the example of his grandmother, has erected 
a triumphal arch which bears the following in¬ 
scription,— 

A mes cliers compagnons d’armes. 

This is intended to perpetuate the gallantry and de¬ 
votion with which he was supported by his troops, 
during hi last struggle with, and final triumph over, 
France; but, as it is without date, should it stand 
for ages, its meaning will no doubt be involved in 
obscurity. Such is the confidence'of the emperor 
ami of the imperial family in the love of the people, 
that the high road to Moscow runs through these 
beautiful grounds; the family walk about at all hours 
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unattended, nof is there any restriction upon the 
entrance of the public. The emperor is said to be 
as regular as clock-work in taking his morning 
rounds, though of late, it has been observed that 
some of the police precede him, and clear the 
walks, but they never appear in sight of his person ; 
it is therefore more likely to be an officious caution 
on their part, than on his. Independent of the 
palace before described, there is one, which, under 
other circumstances, would be considered large. It 
was built for the emperor when grand duke, and 

called by his name, and was occupied by the Grand 

Duke Nicholas, during his honeymoon. 

From Tzarskoe-selo we proceeded three versts 
further to Pavlofsk, which, as the name indicates, 
belonged to the late Emperor Paul, and is now 
occupied by his widow. It is comparatively on a 
small scale, and the quick transition from the region 
of magnificence and grandeur into the sphere of 
cheerful taste, and apparently artless simplicity, is 
very striking. The palace stands in a charming 
wilderness, and may he said to partake more of 
private, English, elegant, simplicity, than of im¬ 
perial magnificence. 

The ground-floor is occupied by the dowager 
empress ; the rooms are small, but elegantly and 
comfortably furnished. Much of the furniture is 
the production of her own hands, and of those of 
her daughters, and of the female nobility educated at 
her establishments. I allude principally to the 
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tapestry, embroidery, and paintings, every tiling in¬ 
dicating the elegant accomplishments of the fair 
contributors. A good painting, by an Italian artist, 
represents Paul in an amiable point of view, such 
a one as he has seldom or never received credit for. 
It is a family piece, in which he is surrounded by his 
wife and nine children, the latter bearing characters 
and employments adapted to their respective ages, 
while the parents appear to he regarding them with 
a delight that can proceed only from parental affec¬ 
tion, a passion so commonly banished from palaces, 
to seek an asylum in lminble life. That Paul be¬ 
fore his death was subject to fits of insanity, there 
cannot he a doubt; yet, in his lucid moments, his 
natural goodness of heart used to break forth, and 
many are to be found who delight rather to dwell 
upon the amiable than upon the outrageous traits 
of his character. Tfie upper apartments are those 
of state, and like all such, are large and comfort¬ 
less ; they form a contrast with the lower ones, 
which is particularly striking. 

A short distance from the palace, in a secluded 
spot, stands the Temple of the Roses, dedicated to 
friendship The worship of this deity, is, I fear, 
on the wane, judging from the neglected building 
and the deserted shrine. 

The only bad taste displayed about the naturally 
beautiful grounds, is a useless and expensive attempt 
at a representation of some Italian ruin, which has 
entirely failed. 



PAVI-OFSK. 


347 


There is a very good conservatory, and outside 
of the park stands an extensive range of hot-houses 
in a nursery garden, under the direction of a Ger¬ 
man. The plants were particularly healthy, and a 
number of people were employed in cleaning them, 
and even brushing the leaves singly with camels’ 
hair pencils. The whole is heated by steam. Grapes 
were anxiously forcing, in order to supply the des¬ 
sert at the approaching fete to be given in honour 
of the emperor’s birth-day. 

It would appear that all the desirable spots for 
building, or for other purposes, are seized upon by 
the imperial family; for at Pavlofsk, as at Tzarskoe- 
selo, the surrounding country is open, flat, and un¬ 
cultivated, so that the contrast gives an additional, 
and perhaps undue value to the imperial residences. 
We dined, three in number, very well for twenty- 
five rubles, at the post house at Sophia, and re¬ 
turned to our lodgings by nine o’clock, having spent 
a pleasant and interesting day. It may he as well 
here to remark, that we met an immense number 
of Telegorskas carrying goods to the capital; they 
were all drawn by one horse, except the leader, to 
which, from policy, they attach two, in order to 
enable it to make good way, as the followers always 
keep close up. The drivers were many of them 
fast asleep or drunk, and this is said to he generally 
the case ; they take it by turns to guide the lead¬ 
ing Tclego. 

Snow having fallen on the 30th of October, we 
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left Petersburg the next day at two o’clock for 
Schlusselburg, in order to sec the Ladoga lake 
before it should be frozen over. The road lies the 
whole way by the side of the Neva, which flows 
with a full stream in a broad and winding channel, 
having one or two slight falls which render the 
navigation upwards difficult; its banks, which are 
steep and somewhat high, are studded with many 
villages, and several country-houses are prettily 
dispersed on each side. On the hank opposite to 
Pella, Potemkin had a country seat, and Catharine, 
in her great love for him, determined to build a 
palace at Pella, from which she should he able to 
see his house. This, at her decease, she had nearly 
accomplished, in a style to equal the other imperial 
palaces; hut Paul, at his accession, with his usual 
hatred for whatever his mother had begun, had it 
demolished, and on its ruins an artillery barrack 
now stands. The house of Potemkin, as if from 
sympathy, is also a ruin. At thirty-six versts, when 
we arrived at the post-house (which was inhabited 
occasionally by Catharine while she superintended 
the building of the palace, and which is very showy 
from the road), we found all the horses were in 
requisition for the Prince of Wertemburg, chief of 
the water communication, so that we could not 
procure any for either love or money, and, therefore, 
after giving our own three hours’ rest, we took them 
on to Schlusselburg, twenty-four versts further, 
making in all sixty versts, or forty English miles, 
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which the animals did very well; but they after¬ 
wards met with very undeserved treatment. It was 
freezing hard when we arrived, yet they were al¬ 
lowed to stand in the open air during the rest of 
the night, and in the morning were a complete 
sheet of ice. We, on the contrary, found the house 
dreadfully warm, but without the slightest accom¬ 
modation, so that wc were obliged to prick for the 
softest plank, and lie down on our cloaks, but were 
so dreadfully annoyed by fleas, that it was impos¬ 
sible to sleep. We were not sorry when day-light 
allowed us to rise, and ascend the church, from the 
tower of which we had a most interesting and ex¬ 
tensive view, combining the town, fortress, canals, 
with part of the Neva river, and Ladoga lake or 
sea, vvitli its light-houses. We may mention here, 
that the navigation of this sea is extremely danger¬ 
ous, as it has few ports, hut many shoals and shift¬ 
ing sands, in consequence of which many vessels 
are lost every year. In spring it is almost incre¬ 
dible the number of vessels (mostly sloop-rigged) 
which come down the lake, bringing the produce 
of the interior, but principally tallow and fire-wood. 
Like the vessels on the Seine, they never return, 
but arc broken up and sold at Petersburg, for any 
useful purpose they can be converted to, which ex¬ 
plains a circumstance that struck us as odd on 
entering the suburbs. We remarked that nearly 
all the planks used in building had been perforated, 
and bore the appearance of ship timber, which in 
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fact they literally were, but not procured from 
wrecks as we imagined. 

Several canals, commenced by the genius of 
Peter,take their rise at Schlusselburg, some running 
directly to the interior, and one along the south 
shore of the Ladoga, connects it with the Onega, by 
which means the dangerous navigation is avoided. 
They were busily employed in repairing and enlarg¬ 
ing the entrance, for which purpose, notwithstand¬ 
ing the frost, many hands were at woi-k, and dressed 
in their best, on account of the expected visit of 
the prince, for whom we were at first taken, and 
we consequently caused no small sensation on our 
approach. The whole presented a scene of activity 
and bustle ; there were many shops for the sale of 
provisions, <$*c. 'The town is small, miserable, and 
built of wood. 

The communication between the river and the 
lake is a strait about two-thirds of a mile wide. On 
an island, rather nearer the town than the Finland 
side, stands the castle of Schlusselburg, so called 
because Peter considered it the key to his conquests 
in Finland; but since the boundaries of the empire 
have been so considerably extended, it is no longer 
of that consequence it was when situated upon the 
frontier of Sweden, and it has for many years been 
used only as a state prison. The walls, which skirt 
nearly the whole circumference of the island, are 
built with stone and brick, about fifty feet in height, 
and from eleven to twenty thick, and are strength- 
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enecl according to the ancient mode of fortification, 
with battlements and eight round towers : it is en¬ 
tered by a draw-bridge. A range of corridors, open 
on the inner side, encloses a large area, and contains 
several dungeons for prisoners, the windows of 
which are closed with brick, leaving towards tlicir 
toil only a vacant space of a few inches square, so 
that the unfortunate inhabitants have merely a kind 
of twilight gloom. 

Further on, through a portcullis-gate, is the inte¬ 
rior fortress, within which, in an unfinished state, 
is the house built by the unfortunate Peter III., 
with such haste and mystery, as to excite the alarm 
of the late empress his wife, and, indeed, to cause 
her to take that decided step which terminated in his 
death, and her own elevation to unbounded rule and 
despotic sway. Several prisoners of high rank have 
been confined in this fortress : among the most re¬ 
markable are the following:—Maria, sister of Peter 
the Great; Eudocia, first wife of the same monarch ; 
Count Piper, the celebrated minister of Charles 
XII., who was taken at the battle of Pultava, and 
died there after a lingering captivity. Biron, Duke 
of Courland, once the favourite of Anne, and regent 
of the empire, occupied one of the loathsome dun¬ 
geons ; and the ill-fated Ivan, after an imprison¬ 
ment of three and twenty years, suffered an un¬ 
timely end in another. 

It is said, that an order, obtained surreptitiously 
by Count P-, from Paul, for the confinement of 
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the Grand Dukes Alexander and Constantine in the 
castle, had such an effect upon them as to cause 
them to consent to his deposition, but by no means to 
his violent death. Since the accession of the present 
beneficent monarch, no confinement of an aggra¬ 
vated or cruel nature has been known within its 
walls. On tasting the water of the lake wc found 
it sweet and good; indeed the Neva water is sup¬ 
posed to possess every quality, which it ought to 
have to render it wholesome. The imperial family, 
when at Tzarskoc-sclo, are supplied with it fresh 
every day from the river. 

After taking coffee, for which, with our sleeping- 
room (for beds wc had none), the rascal had the 
impudence to demand fifteen rubles (however we 
only paid him eleven), we started for Kolpcnny, to 
the great delight of our shivering horses, which we 
were afraid would not be able to move. Kolpcnny 
lies at a distance of thirty-four versts, and is the 
chief establishment for providing almost every kind 
of store for the fleet, whether in the Baltic, White, 
or Black Seas: its situation was most judiciously 
chosen for that purpose by Peter, and indeed some 
of his workshops still exist. It stands at four versts 
from the Neva, with which it communicates by a 
smaller river, that serves to work all the machinery, 
whether in summer or winter, as during the former 
season, a curiously-constructed iron dam concen¬ 
trates its dimished water so as to give the requisite 
force; and during the latter, the water is heated and 
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conveyed into a reservoir above the necessary fires ; 
and its power and direction are regulated by a very 
beautiful piece of mechanism. 

We were very civilly received by Mr. M'Guire, 
the director, brother-in-law to General Wilson, who 
has the supreme management of nearly all the me¬ 
chanical establishments in the empire. But this is 
probably the most extensive, as it comprises every 
thing in the black and white smith’s line (anchors 
excepted), furnaces for iron and brass, cooperage, 
joiners’ sawing-machine, and one of Brahma’s for 
plaining, which cost fifteen hundred pounds, and is 
said to be the last executed by him before his death; 
also one for drawing out lead for scuppers, frc., which 
has not been very long introduced into our own 
dock-yards. They must watch us indeed closely, 
and have the best intelligence, for almost every 
nautical instrument which is patent, or considered a 
great improvement in our service, is made, and to 
be seen at Kolpenny. For instance, during our 
visit they were preparing a patent rope machine to 
send down to Kherson; deep-sea leads upon Ross’s 
plan, with fangs for bringing up some of the bot¬ 
tom ; sounding thermometers, Katcr’s compasses, 
&c. frc. They were also making a very large spin¬ 
ning-jenny for Alexandrofski, and had lately finished 
that beautiful machine for running the teeth into 
leather for carding wool, which was invented by an 
American, and which has been so much admired 
and of so much utility in England, and, indeed, is 
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said to be the ne plus ultra of mechanism for the 
woollen trade. Yet, to accomplish all this, they 
have nobody but the crown serfs, who arrive there 
already grown up, and perfectly ignorant; but such 
is the comprehension natural to the Russian cha¬ 
racter, that they soon become expert artists, to 
whichever line they may be ordered to attend. They 
are well treated, clothed, and receive seamen’s 
wages, that is, from fifteen to thirty-six rubles a 
month, according to their ability; and, what is an 
unusual thing in this country, their wages are regu¬ 
larly paid to them; but then it is said, that all the 
establishments under General Wilson arc better 
regulated and attended to than any others in the 
empire, as he has unbounded influence at court, and 
particularly enjoys the confidence of the dowager 
empress. His father was one of the artificers who 
so clandestinely left the Carron Works, about the 
year 1789, with Gascoigne, and who, if I am rightly 
informed, were all outlawed. Catharine’s great 
object in seducing them was to establish a cannon- 
foundery, which they accomplished for her near the 
Onega lake. These men, and their children, are 
now at the head of almost all the different mecha¬ 
nical establishments in Russia, and most of them 
have been much advanced in life by military rank, 
and Orders of knighthood, so common, but at the 
same time so valuable, in this country. 

The water power, when at its full extent, is said 
to be equal to one thousand horses, and to afford 
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employment for two thousand men: at the time of 
our visit there were only one thousand employed, 
as there was nothing very pressing to be done. Just 
as we were leaving it, a messenger arrived to say 
the Grand Duke Nicholas intended to visit it the 
next day, an honour not conferred upon it by any 
of the imperial family during the last four years; 
indeed, it is said, that nothing connected with the 
marine is ever fostered by their smiles, the whole 
rage being, as with most of our own royal family, 
en militaire. 

We reached our hotel about eight in the evening, 
and as this was our first trip undertaken in frost, 
and by night travelling, you may wish to know how 
we provided against, and withstood the cold. We 
were in an open caleche, our ciceroni well wrapped 
up in his furs, but we not having them, had only our 
great coats, with the addition of a shawl, fur boots 
over our common ones, and fur gloves, which effectu¬ 
ally protected us, and we did not catch cold or suffer 
the slightest inconvenience from the weather. The 
roads were in very bad order the whole distance, in 
consequence of having been wet and much cut up 
before the frost set in, and we found them full of 
ruts. We were also much annoyed by the telegoes, 
the drivers of which being generally either drunk 
or asleep, did not get out of the way ; and we fre¬ 
quently owed our safety more to the instinct of their 
horses in pulling up, or drawing close to the bank 

to allow us to pass, than to any precaution or trou- 

. 2 A 2 
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ble they took to avoid coming in contact with us. 
This was particularly the case near the spot where 
Peter the Great is said to have pitched his tent the 
night before attacking Schlusselburg, where the 
leader, in a dangerous part, drew up with the greatest 
possible nicety, to ensure our passing, and to pre¬ 
vent the upsetting of his own vehicle into a ditch. 

A drive to Kammennoi-ostrof, and Ylagin’s 
Island, finished our rural excursions, having visited 
every spot deserving of that title, with the excep¬ 
tion of Gatchina, formerly a hobby of the late em¬ 
peror, when grand duke, but now occupied by his 
widow ; it is twenty versts from Tzarskoe-sclo, and 
therefore beyond a day’s drive. 

Kammennoi-ostrof is an island on which the em¬ 
peror has a neat, small palace, where he usually 
spends a fortnight during the summer, when the 
imperial yachts are brought up to it, and tend much 
to enliven the scene. There are also several fine, 
private gardens, in which all people are allowed the 
liberty of amusing themselves in a becoming man¬ 
ner. The romantic wildness of this island, its 
situation, the fishery, and a well-furnished house of 
entertainment, are said to draw a great number of 
visiters to it, on fine summer days. An adjoining 
island, called Krestofsky-ostrof is one continued 
forest, cut through in various places into large and 
noble vistas, where people are also allowed to 
amuse themselves. 

But the Ylagin is said to he more frequented 
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than any of the others; it certainly possesses great 
natural beauties, which are about to be assisted by 

the able hand of Mr. B-. A very fine palace 

has lately been built on it, consisting of two stories, 
which the emperor presented to his mother at the 
beginning of this year, and of which she took 
possession with much ceremony. It is superbly 
furnished: one chandelier alone cost forty thousand 
rubles, and every thing else in proportion, the 
whole amounting to four million rubles. The 
grounds arc said formerly to have belonged to 
C -, who became security for a gentleman 

having a brandy distillery, which failing, the crown 
seized the whole estate. This seizure he resisted, 
saying, “ only let me know how much is the defi¬ 
ciency, and I will make it good by other means, 
without losing this property:” however, the go¬ 
vernment persisted, and upon his remonstrating 
rather warmly, he received a recommendation to 
travel for the good of his health, which is said to 
be an uncommon remedy for discontent in this 
country; at least, so we have been informed. 

Whether the erection of the palace will benefit 
the public is rather doubtful. Immediately behind 
this superb edifice, on the opposite bank of the 
river, we were surprised to see a most miserable 
wooden village. Indeed I must confess, that in 
these excursions, we have met with scenes of po¬ 
verty, wretchedness, and filth, which, when walking 
in the Perspectives, would appear incredible, so 
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that I fear it is only the emperor’s eye that keeps 
the city in good order, I mean that part of it which 
he is in the habit of visiting, for all the suburbs 
are nearly in the same neglected state. I have, 
therefore, little doubt, if any future sovereign should 
move the government to Moscow, that the decline 
of this city would be as rapid as its rise has been 
extraordinary. The attention of the police to main¬ 
tain cleanliness in the frequented parts, is as great 
as their neglect of it in the suburban quarters. I 
have frequently been awakened in the night by the 
dvornick (porter) who, at their call, was scraping and 
cleaning the pavement under my windows, and the 
streets arc all swept before day-light. Every house 
has its dvornick, whose duty it is to keep the court 
clear, attend the fires, and fetch water from the 
river; they are slaves from the interior, who pay 
an obrok (a certain sum to their masters); they 
live upon very little, and wear a sheep-skin shubc, 
and a pair of boots which appear over all; the 
former soon becomes saturated with filth and grease, 
and is worn till it drops off. This remark also ap¬ 
plies to the isvochtscheks, or drivers of the droskics 
for hire. 

The summer-garden is about two hundred fa¬ 
thoms long, and one hundred broad. Its walks are 
neat, and well shaded by large lime-trees, but the sea¬ 
son being past, we have rarely met any person in it. 

The Tauridan palace and garden may almost be 
reckoned in the country, and therefore merit notice 
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before quitting the rural subject. The extent of 
this plot of ground, and the simplicity of its plan, 
entirely in the English taste, form its peculiar ex¬ 
cellence. Hills and lakes, shrubberies and water¬ 
falls, render it extremely romantic. There is a 

fruit garden, with an immense extent of hot-houses ; 
but the most extraordinary thing is the conserva¬ 
tory attached to the palace, exceeding in size any 
thing I have ever seen or heard of. It is well filled 
with plants, tastefully arranged. The hall is two 
hundred and sixteen feet by seventy-eight; the 
palace has a very imposing appearance from the 
river. It was here Potemkin gave his extraordi¬ 
narily magnificent fete to Catharine, on the last 
occasion that he was to enjoy her smiles. In the 
conservatory there were fountains filled with cham¬ 
pagne and claret, into which were introduced silver 
pumps, for serving the company with these wines. 

The palace is now occasionally the residence of 
the dowager empress. We were surprised at not 
finding a single portrait of any of the imperial 
family throughout the different apartments. 

Having brought you acquainted with the envi¬ 
rons of this city, I will now proceed to do the same 
with the interior of the public buildings, fyc., in the 
same order in which circumstances have enabled us 
to gain admittance, for almost every thing either 
requires a ticket, or a particular introduction. Soon 
after our arrival we procured a ticket to see the 
Museum of the Academy of Sciences, which dates 
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its origin from the reign of Peter the Great, but 
has been fostered with care by each succeeding 
sovereign; particularly by the last Catharine, and 
his present majesty. 

The edifice is spacious and well lighted, with 
apartments particularly well adapted for the pre¬ 
servation and display of its varied and invaluable 
treasure. 

As it is impossible for me to particularize the 
various interesting objects, I must content myself 
by running over the different collections generally. 

You will readily believe that the mineral depart¬ 
ment is most extensive and rich, but I must bring 
to your notice several magnets, with beautiful spe¬ 
cimens of Malachite and Siberian lapis lazuli. A 
pyramid tastefully arranged, exhibits, at one view, 
the whole variety of precious stones which is to 
be found in this extensive empire, and also some 
interesting petrifactions. 

Among the foreign minerals are to be remarked, 
several masses of pure and malleable silver, and 
one ot native silver, of such fineness, that they 
show a coin said to have been struck from it in its 
natural s'ate. 

The department containing specimens of the mi¬ 
neral kingdom stands unrivalled : it is the result of 
the united labour ot several scientific missions sent 
to all parts of the imperial dominions for the pur¬ 
pose of making collections. 

But it is in the departments dedicated to the 
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animal kingdom that this museum rises far supe¬ 
rior to all others in variety and extent, containing 
many specimens nowhere else to be met with, par¬ 
ticularly the skeleton of a Mammoth, found buried 
in eternal snow in Siberia, an animal of which the 
existence has been doubted. The Thieban buffalo 
will attract attention, as having hair exactly resem¬ 
bling that of a horse, and of which the Turks are 
reported to make their standards. An elephant of 
extraordinary size is to be seen, prepared for war 
as practised in India. After which, to make a 
transition from great things to small, the extensive 
anatomical preparations by Ruzsch will excite much 
interest. The amphibious animals and fish are ex¬ 
tremely well preserved, though they must yield to 
those noticed at Stockholm ; but, on the other 
hand, the insects are so numerous, and so well 
arranged, as to more than counterbalance the infe¬ 
riority of the former. 

Another division of the Museum comprehends 
the works of art, antiquities, models, and instru¬ 
ments, while the walls are decorated with original 
paintings, by Rembrandt, frc., together with the 
miniature .paintings of the celebrated Merian. 

There is also a variety of poniards, and ancient 
relics from the Siberian sepulchres, which will give 
rise to much reflection, as the remains of a power¬ 
ful nation. The relics are of solid gold, and consist 
chiefly .of diadems, military trophies, coats of mail, 
jewels, utensils, idols, and figures of various animals. 
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A long gallery surrounding one of the saloons, 
contains a large quantity of oriental dresses upon 
well-modelled figures, so that there may be seen, 
at one view, in perfect costume, Chinese, Persians, 
Mordecanes, Samozades, Ostiaks, Kirghises, Kari- 
lians, Aleutans, Siberian Magicians, forming a col¬ 
lection at once interesting and instructive, as it 
brings us acquainted with the variety of costumes 
which prevails among these several nations or tribes, 
some of them adopted by necessity, and others ap¬ 
parently by the mere dictates of fancy. The Chi¬ 
nese and Persians dress in silks, and gold tissue. 
The Samozades wrap themselves in the skins of 
wild beasts. The Tartars adorn their persons with 
pearls and cloths. The Kamtcliadals wear pelisses 
made of the skins and plumage of water-fowls; 
their Schumanns, or magicians, arc hung round with 
pieces of iron, strung together with thongs. The 
shoes of the Chinese ladies are only six inches in 
length, and the female Kirghises wear boots iron- 
shod at the heels, and stuck round with large nails. 
Nothing can be finer than the silks and needle-work 
of the Chinese; yet it is impossible not to admire 
the industry of nations that, instead of silk and 
needles, make use of the sinews of beasts and the 
bones of fish, and with these implements execute 
works which in no respect yield to embroidery.— 
And then the vast diversity of physiognomies, from 
the extreme contour of a beautiful form, according 
to our ideas, through all the gradations up to the 
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pinnacle of hideousness in which the human coun¬ 
tenance is found depicted. 

In one of the recesses is a Kamtehadale sledge, 
with complete harness for six dogs, besides many 
curiosities from remote countries. 

Adjoining is a most interesting apartment, the ca¬ 
binet of Peter the Great, in which is a perfect like¬ 
ness of him, executed in wax, sitting under an 
imperial canopy, in p,ecisely the same habit he 
used to wear, so that it does not require any very 
great stretch of imagination to fancy oneself in the 
presence of that great man ; and by way of adding 
to the effect, it is so contrived, that by touching a 
spring he is made to start upon his legs. Of late 
years this has very properly been discontinued, as 
tending rather to disturb than increase the feelings 
of awe and admiration with which one must be im¬ 
pressed on such an occasion. The several objects 
with which he is surrounded have a sort of histo¬ 
rical consequence; the peruke is made of the 
tzar’s own hair; the clothes, of blue gros-de-Tours, 
arc the very same which he had on at the corona¬ 
tion of his spouse, and the embroidery on it was 
worked by the hand of that princess. The chair is 
the identical one in which he used to be seated on 
solemn occasions. In the same room are also his 
complete uniform of the Preobajinskoi regiment of 
the guards, his gorget, his scarf, his sword, his hat 
shot through with a musquet-ball at the battle of 
Pultava, and various other articles of dress, which, 
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by their fashion and simplicity, speak the emperor’s 
turn of mind. 

In the next room are kept a lathe for turning, 
and a variety of instruments and mechanical tools 
which Peter was wont to use in his hours of recre¬ 
ation. Amongst a number of productions of his 
own work, are various utensils in ivory, and an iron 
bar forged by him, in order to encourage the trade 
in that metal. 

After the master, must be remarked the skeletons 
of two of his favourite domestics, the one a marne- 
luke of seven feet high, the other a dwarf; their 
skins arc dried, and as hard as parchment; they 
stand upright at the lower end of the room, covered 
with green silk from the waist. The physical ap¬ 
paratus contains, besides the ordinary and indis¬ 
pensable particulars, a Chernliausen burning-lens, 
the heat of which, in the focus, exceeds the sun¬ 
beams in open air thirteen hundred and eighty-four 
times: and it is reported, that at the experiments 
made with it in the presence of the Empress Anne, 
large pieces of pewter and lead were melted in an 
instant; on being brought into the focus, small 
silver coir s became fluid in the space of a minute. 
There is also a metallic lens, remarkable for its 
magnitude and power. 

The last compartment of the Museum compre¬ 
hends the cabinet of coins and medals, which is 
particularly valuable, and perhaps the most exten¬ 
sive in the world. 
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L’Academie des Beaux Arts, opposite the Eng¬ 
lish quay, is by far the most classical building of 
this city. The establishment serves the two-fold 
purpose of an academy of science and a school. 

The number of scholars who are the sons of 
free parents of the lower class, and who are ad¬ 
mitted at the age of six, is two hundred : besides 
these, the institution takes also hoys, in considera¬ 
tion of a yearly payment. The pnpils arc divided 
into five classes, and are instructed till their four¬ 
teenth year, in all the branches of knowledge neces¬ 
sary for a young artist, at which period they must 
fix upon one of the departments of practice taught 
in the academy. These are painting, engraving, 
sculpture, music, architecture, and the making of a 
variety of artificial and mechanical works. Exa¬ 
minations and public exhibitions are annually held, 
and are frequented by a great concourse of people. 
Such of the youths as show most talent and indus¬ 
try, and have four times obtained the prize, are sent 
for six years, at the expense of the academy, to 
travel in various parts of Europe; and when they 
have finished their studies, they are discharged from 
all obligation to the institution. The others arc 
obliged to serve the government for twenty-five 
years after their education is complete. 

We remarked a peculiarity in the establishment 
for the benefit of the branches of art, which arc 
copied from nature. A certain number of persons 
arc appointed to it, at six hundred rubles a year, for 
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which sum they are obliged to sit or stand in 
attitudes for two hours every day. The library 
is extensive, and the hall, where the professors as¬ 
semble, is ornamented with the portraits of nearly 
all the presidents since its foundation. A model of 
the block of granite on which the statue of Peter 
the Great is placed, as well as of all the implements 
which were used to transport it, are to be seen in 
the hall. 

Having received permission from the minister of 
marine,' we were conducted over the Admiralty by 
an officer, who paid us the greatest attention. It 
was intended by its founder, Peter the Great, as an 
arsenal, and, indeed, it is still the building-yard, 
but nearly the whole range of houses is turned 
into offices. We were first of all introduced into 
the board-room, which is very spacious, and orna¬ 
mented with the portraits of all the sovereigns, 
from its founder, and with some views of the city, 
and of Cronstadt, and on the table is placed a tri¬ 
angular tablet, with what is called the three funda¬ 
mental laws of office. 

1st. Not to take bribes. 

2nd. To be well skilled in the particular branch 
they undertake. 

3rd. The punishment to be awarded to those 
who do not honour the sovereign. 

It appears (and we have since remarked) that a 
similar tablet is placed in every public office. 

The hydrographical office contains a good ma- 
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rine library, and a valuable selection of charts, with 
the most recent discoveries and corrections. Two 
officers were at the moment employed in correcting 
the position of Nova Zembla, which had been 
placed many degrees too far to the westward, and 
in inserting the late discoveries made on Behring’s 
Strait, by Captain Kotzebue. Commodore Kreu- 
zenstern holds a high situation in this office, and is 
employed in forming a chart, with all the discove¬ 
ries in the Pacific Ocean, to every one of which a 
memoir is to be attached, by which he proposes to 
show, that the islands and dangers arc not near so 
numerous as are generally represented; but that 
from inaccuracy of observations and sometimes 
from the total absence of them, or from wilful misre¬ 
presentation, the same island has been laid down by 
different navigators in different positions. These 
errors have arisen from various causes and motives, 
all of which he means, by research into original pub¬ 
lications, to endeavour to detect, and to place the 
islands and shoals in their proper or mean propor¬ 
tions, and to expunge those which he has reason 
to believe duplicates. His reasons are to be clearly 
and fully explained. As the commodore is clever, 
and by no means a presuming man, there can be 
no doubt of the result of his labours proving highly 
beneficial and instructive; he enjoys the highest 
confidence of the emperor, and has apartments at 
Tzarskoe-selo for the quiet prosecution of his re¬ 
search. 
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The model-room is very large, and contains a 
more extensive and valuable collection than I have 
met with in France and England, with Denmark 
and Sweden united; added to which, considerable 
progress has been made in forming a cabinet of 
natural history, which already contains some rare 
and curious specimens. It is certainly strange, and 
quite a reflection upon our country, that none of 
our naval establishments, from the Admiralty down¬ 
wards, contain one single specimen of natural his¬ 
tory ; although it must be confessed, from our nu¬ 
merous ships employed in every part of the world, 
that we possess, were encouragement given to the 
officers, better opportunities of collecting them than 
any other nation. I took the liberty of strongly 
representing the subject to the Lords of the Admi¬ 
ralty in 1821, but I believe, without any effect, as 
I do not hear of any thing being done on the sub¬ 
ject, although they did not appear displeased with 
my suggestion. 

The view from the stately gilded spire is beauti¬ 
ful and commanding. The number of clerks em¬ 
ployed in the Admiralty, as well as in every other 
department of government, is far beyond belief; 
they are in general clean, respectable looking, young 
men, wearing the dress, and having the rank of 
Sous Officiers. 

I must take this opportunity of stating (notwith¬ 
standing what so many travellers have asserted upon 
the natural filthiness of the people), that the in- 
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tcrior of this, and of every other public establish¬ 
ment which we have visited, is as clean as any 
gentleman’s drawing-room in England. 

Wc found only one eighty-gun ship on the stocks, 
building upon the plan of Sir Robert Seppings, and 
they are about to cover all their slips. It appears 
they were covered sixty years ago, but meeting 
frequently with accidents from lightning, the system 
was discontinued; but such is the rage for copying 
every thing adopted by us, that at the expense of 
experience, they are about to renew the plan. 

All the oak timber for the navy comes from 
Kasan: it runs large, but is of a bad quality, and 
by no means durable. At Archangel most of the 
ships are built of larch, which is very perishable; 
and many ships of both the materials are broken 
up in eight or ten years, probably without having 
been a single cruise at sea. M. Le Brune the 
constructeur, a Frenchman, and who was employed 
a considerable time in the same situation at Con¬ 
stantinople, told ine that the oak of Asia Minor, on 
the southern coast of the Black Sea, is by far the 
best he had ever met with, being even superior to 
that of England. Le Brune built many of the 
finest Turkish men-of-war; and in consequence, 
the Russian government was very anxious to with¬ 
draw him from the Turkish service, and made 
many ineffectual attempts and offers, as he was ex¬ 
tremely well paid. But what is there considered 
a very common and ordinary occurrence, at length 
Vol. I. 2 B 
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decided him to quit Turkey and accept the offers 
of Russia. The Captain Pacha having gone to 
sea, and carried away his fore-yard, was obliged to 
return to Constantinople for another. This came 
to the knowledge of the master mast-maker, while 
in conversation with Le Brunc, and the poor fellow 
became much agitated, which astonished Le Brune, 
as he could not conceive how any blame could be at¬ 
tached to him for the lubberly conduct of the Pacha. 
As soon as the fleet anchored, the Captain Pacha 
landed privately, and soon afterwards coming to 
Le Brune, they walked down to look at the ships, 
and in passing one, Le Brune suddenly came upon 
the unfortunate mast-maker, strangled behind a 
screen, when he involuntarily displayed some symp¬ 
toms of horror. The Captain Pacha demanding 
the reason, and being told, said, “ Oh, you have 
nothing to fear.” But the assurance had not the 
effect of allaying his apprehensions, in case any 
accident happened to the ship, and he took the 
earliest opportunity of flying to Russia, where he 
was well received, and soon put at the head of the 
building department, with the title of excellency, 
and the rank of major-general. He lias the repu¬ 
tation of being very clever. 

In consequence of the bar of the Neva, the ships, 
after being built at the Admiralty, arc obliged to be 
taken down to Cronstadt by means of Camels, or 
two immense vessels made of fir, except the gun¬ 
wales, which are of oak, shaped so as to embrace 
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the ship between them. The Camels arc divided 
into eighteen compartments, which, being filled with 
water, bring them down so as to allow the ship to be 
fixed; when the water is pumped out,the whole mass 
rises, and from probably drawing sixteen or eighteen 
feet, docs not require more than nine. Fortunately, 
they were to be hauled up for the winter, on the last 
day of October, which gave us an opportunity of 
seeing the operation performed. Fifteen hundred 
men, and seventeen capstans with three-fold pur¬ 
chases, were employed, but could not accomplish it 
the first day, in consequence of the river being lower 
than usual. It was extremely imposing to see the 
immense, unshapely, and unseemly mass of timber 
yielding slowly and majestically to the irresistible 
force above described; at the second attempt, the 
whole was accomplished in about four hours, with¬ 
out the slightest accident, at which all the superior 
officers appeared much delighted, for had even a 
leg been broken, it is said that intimation of it 
would have been sent to the emperor at Verona, 
and he would not have failed to mark his dis¬ 
pleasure at their want of skill. Each Camel is 
two hundred and fifty feet long and thirty broad 
in the narrowest part of the curve; the extremes 
are square, so as to close round the ship supported 
by them, and the whole forms an oblong, or nearly 
a square. Several of the builders have been in¬ 
structed in our yards, and are among the most sci¬ 
entific and able of the department. This remark 
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holds equally good of the naval officers, who have 
served or been brought up in our fleets; they are 
generally actively employed, although the promo¬ 
tion in the naval service, it must be confessed, is, 
when compared with that of the army, strikingly 
slow, as officers who were lieutenants in the fleet 
which co-operated with Lord Duncan in 1798, are 
now only captains of the second class. Promotion is 
by seniority and ballot, except in particular instances 
when the emperor wishes to reward merit, as was 
the case in his promoting Commodores Gollow- 
nin and Kruzcnstcrn. Officers of every descrip¬ 
tion, civil, military, and naval, are most miserably 
paid, and are from necessity obliged to have re¬ 
course to many means for subsistence, which, under 
any other circumstances, would he considered highly 
derogatory; but long custom has sanctioned them, 
and taken oft' the odium. It is, however, very much 
to be lamented, that the ill-judged parsimony of 
government should render such a system indispen¬ 
sable. These observations are equally applicable to 
every department of the state, which may account 
for the peculation and smuggling that are said to be 
so openly carried on with impunity: under such a 
system, how is it possible that any thing but the most 
unblushing bribery can exist in every department. 
In illustration of this, the following anecdote may 
not be mal a propos. An officer of high rank had 
been suspended from his command, in order to 
undergo an inquiry on a charge of abetting smug- 
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glers, for which purpose he was placed under an 
arrest, and had been so for some time when we 
arrived. The other day I was expressing my anxiety 
about his fate, which will not be known till the 
emperor’s return, and the person to whom I ad¬ 
dressed myself, said, “ If he is innocent, he will be 
degraded; if guilty, he will be acquitted, restored 
to his command, and rewarded with an additional 
honour.” I expressed my astonishment at the doc¬ 
trine, and begged an explanation, which was readily 
given, nearly as follows:— 

“ He is a foreigner, and has given offence in some 
quarter, which has caused the information to be laid 
and attended to; if he he innocent, lie must be 
poor and cannot afford to bribe, and therefore will 
be found guilty; but, on the contrary, if he has actu¬ 
ally committed the offence, he must have enriched 
himself, and will not only be able to buy the wit¬ 
nesses oftj but also to cause the highest authorities 
to look upon him as an ill-used man, and to repre¬ 
sent to the emperor, that in order to wipe off the 
stigma so unjustly attached to his character, it will 
only be an act of justice to restore him to his com¬ 
mand, and to mark the imperial sense of his con¬ 
duct by an honourable reward in a superior decora¬ 
tion —he finished, by assuring me it was no 
exaggerated picture, but an every day, common 
occurrence. The senators being in the same situ¬ 
ation with respect to pay, are also said to be equally 
accessible. A case has been related to me of a 
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merchant who carried a cause before the senate, 
whifth, after a time, he was told by one of them, 
had been given in his favour, but that the decision 
could not be promulgated till the emperor’s return 
from Paris. This information caused the merchant 
to relax in his attentions and preseuts, while his 
adversary redoubled his, and the consequence was, 
the judgment upon promulgation proved to have 
been against the merchant, and having once re¬ 
ceived the imperial sanction, it could not again be 
agitated. Every case, whether civil or military, is 
always open to an appeal to the emperor, whose 
decision is irrevocable, and never allowed to be 
questioned, even in the slightest degree. 

But when, in strict accordance to my promise of 
detailing to you the actual state of the countries 
through which I pass, I occasionally relate such 
anecdotes, they being current amongst the best 
informed circles, you must be careful not to mis¬ 
take my intention, or to form a hasty or prejudicial 
opinion of the nation and community at large, 
because by nature, unfortunately, we are more 
prone to receive and record the bad than the good. 
It would be the height of injustice to suppose, 
that there are not as honest and as honourable men 
in the imperial service as are to he found under 
any other government; or that even the actions of 
the most corrupt amongst them, are of a more 
venal description, than those occasionally committed 
by and discovered of persons in office in countries 
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more advanced in civilization, and where paucity of 
salary is not to be found in extenuation of corrup¬ 
tion ;—poverty will bring strange things to pass. 
It is indeed melancholy to reflect upon the number 
of persons in England who are to be seen every 
day moving in the first circles, when it is notorious 
that their riches have been procured in the most 
fraudulent manner, often, I blush to say, at the ex¬ 
pense of the widow and orphan. A Russian travel¬ 
ling in our country, would be wrong not to notice 
such circumstances, and his countrymen would be 
equally wrong to infer from them, that our society 
was naturally corrupt. Added to which, there is, 
perhaps, in strict justice, more allowance to be made 
for the Russians than for any other people, when it 
is recollected that, up to the time of Peter the Great 
(little more than a century ago), the country was 
almost involved in barbarism, and formed no part 
of the European community. Since that period, 
however, it has been making hasty strides towards 
improvement, and that under the most disadvan¬ 
tageous circumstances, arising chiefly from its se¬ 
cluded situation at the extremity of Europe, present¬ 
ing no attraction for foreigners, a frequent mixture 
with whom alone can effectually weaken old customs 
anti prejudices. None come to Russia except in¬ 
vited and paid ten-fold in proportion to natives 
holding similar offices, which of itself is sufficient 
to cause a dislike to their presence on the part of 
the natives. All or nearly all knowledge gained by 
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Russia has been from foreigners so introduced, or 
by natives patriotically travelling at their own ex¬ 
pense, or sent and paid by government. On their 
return, allowing half of them to have the ability, 
what difficulty and prejudice must they encounter 
before they can effectually introduce rational im¬ 
provements ; while the other half may turn out 
nothing but visionary and not judicious enthusiasts 
whose plans are more likely to do harm than good. 

Finally it is said, that the inadequate payment of 
public servants, arises from rather an amiable and 
mistaken notion. When their salaries were fixed, 
before luxury was introduced, they were probably 
quite sufficient to support the possessors, according 
to the then state of society; since which, from the 
intercourse of Russia with the rest of Europe, wants 
have multiplied, while the articles of gratification 
have always increased in price. Instead of boldly 
meeting the necessity, by openly augmenting their 
salaries, a system of peculation has been rather 
connived at, and upon this principle, that if all sa¬ 
laries had been made adequate to the office held, a 
most extraordinary increase of direct taxation must 
have been the consequence, which would probably 
have caused discontent; whereas the peculation only 
acted as indirect taxation. Even in England we 
know how much more generally palatable the cus¬ 
toms and excise are, than the assessed taxes, for the 
simple reason, that the former are indirect, and the 
latter direct taxes, at least in their modes of levying. 
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Upon the whole I have no hesitation in saying, 
that from all I can learn, his present majesty Alex¬ 
ander has done, and is wisely but silently doing, 
more to meliorate the general condition of his sub¬ 
jects, than has been effected by all his predecessors, 
since the days of his justly-styled “great ancestor.” 
I have also no hesitation in saying, that I am equally 
convinced that his subjects, generally speaking, 
are too impatient, and are by no means impressed 
with the advantage of the great caution absolutely 
necessary to be displayed in the endeavour to work 
a change and reformation in the institutions of so 
large an empire, and in the condition of a population 
of fifty-five million of souls, whose interests are so 
varied and conflicting. 

A comparison between the reigns of Catharine II. 
and Alexander is often made, and always to the 
disadvantage of the latter: how senseless and un¬ 
just ! The former, surrounded by unprincipled fa¬ 
vourites, feeding upon the very vitals of the country; 
the latter, perfectly unfettered by a single favourite, 
steadily (according to the best of his judgment) 
pursuing the true interest of his empire. And what 
more can be desired or expected of a monarch 
whose power is essentially despotic ? 

By the word senate, you arc not to suppose any 
thing like what is generally meant by the term in 
other parts of Europe. The Senate is not a deli¬ 
berative body, except in cases laid before it by the 
emperor, and then the senators are merely to ad- 
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vise. The members are named by the emperor, 
paid by him, and are removable at pleasure, and, 
therefore, cannot have any of the spirit or privi¬ 
leges of an independent, representative body. As 
one part of the duty of the Senate is, to receive 
and then promulgate imperial Ukazes, it is very 
generally, hut erroneously supposed by foreigners, 
that these Ukazes have been drawn up at the insti¬ 
gation of, and by the advice of the Senate: nothing 
can be further from the positive fact. Indeed, in 
so little estimation is the office held, that should an 
officer, however distinguished, be appointed a se¬ 
nator, it is considered equivalent to superannuation, 
and that he is no more to be heard of. As, however, 
they hold a high comparative rank, when a man 
is either worn out or has made himself obnoxious, 
but from particular circumstances it is not con¬ 
venient to throw him by, or to disgrace him, it is 
not unusual to find him gazetted as a senator, 
when the common expression is, “ Oh, well, he is 
laid by for everand the prediction generally 
proves correct. 

The supreme court of the Senate is held at Pe¬ 
tersburg, but there are, I believe, branches esta¬ 
blished in Moscow, Riga, and two other of the 
principal governments of the empire. In no case 
is the Senate ever consulted upon foreign policy; 
whatever functions it does possess are perfectly do¬ 
mestic. 

I must now draw your attention to the marine 
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cadet corps, into which seven hundred and fifty 
pupils, from the age of nine to thirteen, are ad¬ 
mitted. They are divided into five companies, under 
the care of proper officers, who are obliged to attend 
rigidly to their conduct and morals, while able pro¬ 
fessors instruct them in the necessary professional 
branches of education, and even in those of the su¬ 
perior and more liberal classes. Nor are their re¬ 
ligious principles neglected; there are clergymen on 
the establishment, who give lectures on religion to 
all the classes in regular succession. Strict military 
discipline is supported, but all the boys appear 
healthy and happy, being treated with kindness, 
and allowed every reasonable recreation. Balls and 
plays are frequently got up, when their relations 
are permitted to attend as spectators. 

, After they have made sufficient progress in their 
studies, and have served three campaigns or cruises 
in the Baltic, they arc appointed midshipmen, and 
sent cither to Cronstadt, or to the Black Sea. 

The dormitories are in excellent order, each cadet 
having his separate bed, and each company a dress¬ 
ing-room and armory; the latter are neatly arranged, 
for, like the equipages, they are all armed and drilled 
as soldiers. The officers of the establishment de¬ 
serve particular credit for its respectability, because 
it is quite neglected by the imperial family; that is 
to say, none of them belong to, or patronise the 
navy; while at the head of every branch of the 
military service, one of the grand dukes is to be 
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found, and the emperor warmly supporting them 
all. But since the death of Paul, who was high 
admiral, and really did support the navy, it has 
been quite neglected, and may he said to have al¬ 
most fallen into contempt, and to be considered as 
a very heavy and useless expense to the country, 
as they feel that they can hardly expect to make 
sailors during the few months that the Baltic is 
open, and when there is scarcely any night. Of this 
Catharine was convinced, by the following spirited 
reply of the late Admiral Greig, when she went on 
board of bis ship, upon the return of the fleet from 
a two months' cruise. The empress said, “ Ad¬ 
miral, I suppose you have now capital seamen, and 
that my fleet is equal to an English one of the same 
force?” “ Madam,” replied the admiral, “ do not 
deceive yourself; before we can make or expect 
seamen, they must go to sea, and that in the night.” 
“ How,” said the empress, “ have you not been at 
sea for two months, night and day ?” “ It is true, 

madam,” the admiral replied, “ I have been out of 
port with the fleet for that time, but cannot call it 
being at sea. We were hardly ever able to be out 
of siglit of land; there were no tides to contend 
with, anti daylight hardly ever left us; under such 
circumstances much has been done, and your ma¬ 
jesty may depend upon the superiority of your fleet 
over those of the Baltic powers, such as Sweden and 
Denmark, but before we can expect to cope with 
England, we must, like the English, go to sea 
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in the night, that is, navigate at all times, and at 
all seasons, surrounded by shoals, and driven by 
rapid and uncertain tides, when the nights last se¬ 
venteen hours, and the days only seven. Nothing 
but such practice, madam, can form perfect seamen, 
such as those of England and Holland.” As the 
fleets of Sweden and Denmark are much dimi¬ 
nished, an opinion appears to prevail, that keeping 
up a fleet in the Baltic of twenty-seven sail of the 
line, and as many frigates and sloops, is a heavy and 
useless expense. However, in my opinion, they must 
not treat the Swedes too lightly at sea, for, with 
the assistance of their Norwegian seamen, they may. 
teach them a lesson ; though, at present, the two 
deckers of Sweden are unable to stand against the 
large three-deckers of Russia, if the latter are pro¬ 
perly handled. It is said to be in agitation, to pro¬ 
pose the dissolution of all the fleets of the Baltic, 
keeping nothing for attack or defence but the galleys 
and gun-boats of the respective powers ; and the 
proposal is founded upon this principle, that if a 
war takes place between any of the powers, England 
will be sure to join one side or the other, and ren¬ 
der maritime resistance out of the question. How¬ 
ever, the calculating merchants fear that pride will 
prevent this sage plan being carried into effect. 
When the King of Prussia visited the emperor, a 
line-of-battle ship was ordered to be built, and 
launched in an extraordinarily short space of time, 
in order to gratify the visiter with the sight; and as 
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in thi9 country, imperial commands are never to be 
considered impossible, the thing was accomplished, 
but whether the ship ever went to sea, I have not 
heard. 

We were much gratified by a visit to the impe¬ 
rial library, situated in the grand Perspective. It 
was founded by Catharine, and opened by Alex¬ 
ander for the use of the public, who arc admitted 
by tickets. The books are neither numerous, nor 
very valuable, being chiefly on theology. Many of 
them are the plunder of Warsaw; and it is said, that 
some of them having proved too large for the 
shelves at Petersburg, were cut in two, and, until very 
lately, were exhibited in that state ; but this having 
caused much irony, the exhibition has been discon¬ 
tinued. We certainly did not see any so divided, 
and I only retail the anecdote as we heard it, from, 
what we considered, undoubted authority. 

Our great gratification proceeded from the exa¬ 
mination of the rich stores of manuscripts and auto¬ 
graphs: the former are unique and of every country, 
particularly Chinese, Mongul, Tungusian, Sclavonic, 
Persian, and Indian. There are some beautiful co¬ 
pies of the Koran, written extremely small. One 
contained in a small gold case, has an inscription, 
purporting that it is the gift of the Right Honour¬ 
able Lord Camelford. A Chinese work on Orni¬ 
thology particularly attracted our attention; the 
birds were beautifully executed, and absolutely ap¬ 
peared starting off the paper, which is the more 
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extraordinary, as the Chinese are acknowledged to 
be ignorant of perspective. The autographs were the 
collection of Dubrowsky, during the French revo¬ 
lution, when every thing appertaining or relating to 
royalty was held in utter contempt, and destroyed 
or sold for the vilest purposes. Accident threw 
some of these in his way, and he formed the reso¬ 
lution of attempting their preservation, which was 
not effected without much personal risk. They arc 
contained in forty volumes, and were sold to Ca¬ 
tharine for fifteen thousand rubles, and a pension 
of three thousand for his life, besides a situation in 
the library. The more they were examined the 
more valuable they proved; and Catharine, with 
her usual generosity, gave him an additional fifteen 
thousand rubles, with the reversion of his pension 
to his family. 

There are many letters by Elizabeth, and Mary 
Queen of Scots, together with a missal of Mary’s, 
beautifully executed, and containing various inter¬ 
lineations by her, indicative of her unhappy situa¬ 
tion during the latter part of her life, but all imply¬ 
ing a firm reliance upon God, the Redeemer, and 
the Saints. Nearly all the royal arms are defaced, 
but in one page is written, “ Ce livre appartint 4 
moi Marie R.” 

Her letters are addressed to her particular friends, 
and are in a plaintive style, and expressive of the 
chagrin she felt at her unhappy lot. In one she 
says, “ I am only able to write during dinner-time. 
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because, by day, I am closely watched, and, by night, 
the daughters of the keepers sleep with me.” 

The letters of Elizabeth, during her younger days, 
are written in a beautiful Italian hand; but as she 
grows old they become vile scrawls, though energe¬ 
tically expressed. In one, writing of Mary, she 
says, “ Passion has converted her head into talons, 
and her talons into her head.” There are many 
letters from Henry VII., Charles II., and James. 
The French collection is very extensive, and con¬ 
tains a copy-book of Louis XIV., With this lesson, 
inculcating the following dangerous principle :— 

“ L’hommage est due aux rois, ils font tous ce qu’il leur 
plaissent. 

Louis, Louis, Louis, Louis, Louis,” 

evidently written when he was very young. With 
such precepts of flattery in his tender infancy, one 
ceases to be astonished at his maturer character. 

This library is seldom visited by strangers, but 
will amply repay the trouble of exploring it. The 
librarian, who was decorated with a rich diamond 
collar, was particularly kind and attentive in pointing 
outthe passages and letters most likely to interest us. 

Our r^xt visit was to the fortress, in which stands 
the church, whose spire is the highest object of the 
city, and, being gilt, has an imposing effect: it can 
be seen in every direction. The church is large, 
and contains an amazing number of Turkish, 
French, and Polish trophies, as well as the ashes 
of all the sovereigns since the foundation of the 
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city, including those of Peter the Great. The tombs 
are of plain marble, with an inscription merely 

stating the name of the person, and the time of his 

birth and death. They are in two rows, and covered 
with a plain green cloth, under which is one em¬ 
broidered with silver. 

The Mint, established in the fortress, is worked 
by three steam-engines, two of which were sent out 
by Bolton and Watt, about twenty years ago : the 
third has been made and put up by a Mr. Clark, 
the son of one of the persons who quitted the 
Carron Works with Gascoigne. The whole are 
under the direction of Mr. Duncan, who was sent 
out with the two engines from Soho : the process 
is nearly the same as with us. It also contains an 
establishment for making aquafortis and verdigrise, 
the copper for which costs government twenty-five 
rubles the poud, and the verdigrise sells for eighty. 
A good deal of gold and silver, mixed in bars, 
is received from the mines; the two metals are 
separated by a chemical process. If I recollect 
right, the workmen at the mint in London arc left 
to their honour and honesty; this is not the case 
here, for they are searched three times in the 
strictest manner, before they are allowed to pass the 
outer gate. 

A considerable sensation is just now excited by 
the extraordinarily large return -which the washing 
of the gold sand of the Ural Mountains has lately 
made. Indeed, to such an extent is this return, that 
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many of the great iron proprietors have almost 
abandoned the certain, but slow profit yielded by that 
useful metal, in order more quickly to enrich them¬ 
selves, by at once obtaining gold. The gold-dust is 
found in granite quartz and slate, dissolved by the 
operation of the changes of the atmosphere, which 
so rapidly succeed each other in those mountains, 
stretching far to the southward, some parts being 
six thousand feet above the level of the sea. Several 
rivers facilitate the transmission of their riches to 
the great fair which is annually held at Richncz 
Novgorod, and they also facilitate the working of 
the requisite machinery. Nor is wood for smelting 
deficient in the higher parts, while the valleys afford 
pasturage for their numerous flocks. These moun¬ 
tains are said to produce annually the astonishing 
quantity of seven millions of pouds of cast-metal, 
and of malleable iron, besides a considerable quan¬ 
tity of copper, sulphur, and vitriol. Yet these 
certain advantages are about to be sacrificed to the 
uncertain chance of obtaining gold, because several 
pieces of extraordinarily large size have lately been 
procured, some, it is said, even weighing a pound, 
though we were shown none weighing beyond a 
quarter of an ounce ; and the whole amount re¬ 
ceived at the mint during the year has been only 
twenty pouds, or eight hundred pounds. 

Government, fearing that this thirst of gold may 
prove injurious to procuring the more humble me¬ 
tals, which always prove certain, though often slow 
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sources of wealth to a nation, has very properly or¬ 
dered a commission of experienced mineralogists to 
proceed to the Urals, and to make a faithful report 
of the state of the sand and the probability of a 
permanent produce. They have also power to pre¬ 
vent rash and injurious speculations after riches, 
which, even if realized, may have the most inju- 
rions effect upon the morals and future happiness 
of the proprietors and adventurers. 

The medal department is well conducted, and 
some medals are beautifully struck. They showed 
us a series of three hundred, for which they de¬ 
manded seven hundred rubles, and would not sell 
any separately. 

Near the mint, in a house, is carefully preserved 
a boat built by Peter the Great; it is in form pre¬ 
cisely that of a Dutch galliot: and not far from the 
fortress is the house which Peter inhabited, when 
superintending the building of the city. It is a 
small, wooden building, containing three rooms, in 
the inmost of which is a picture of the Virgin, with 
a lamp burning before it; and the outer one con¬ 
tains a boat said to be the first which he built. The 
house has an exterior shed over it, and a grass-plat 
round it. 

I have already described the exterior of the Win¬ 
ter Palace ; and the interior differs little in its ar¬ 
rangements from that of any other palace. It is, how¬ 
ever, remarkable for its size, and the accommoda¬ 
tion it affords to an emperor, two empresses, a grand 
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duke, and their necessary suites and attendants, 
amounting in the whole to nearly four thousand 
persons, of whom it is said, that upwards of three 
thousand sleep under the roof every night. We 
had an introduction to an English lady, in order 
to gain permission to see the private apartments. 
With the greatest difficulty, after several times 
losing ourselves in the various and numerous pas¬ 
sages, galleries, fyc., we at length found her lodged, 
au troimme, in elegantly-furnished rooms, and en¬ 
joying a magnificent prospect—hy her kindness we 
were provided with a ciceroni. 

We were much pleased with the apartments of 
the dowager empress, as they are chiefly orna¬ 
mented with drawings, $-c., hy the hands of her 
accomplished children. In consequence of the em¬ 
press beingin town, we could not see her apartments; 
and those of the emperor are not shown to the 
public. One large room is called the diamond- 
room, and contains a magnificent collection of the 
jewels which are occasionally worn by the imperial 
family, and also the crowns of the emperor, his 
wife, and his mother. Under any other circum¬ 
stances, the two latter would astonish a spectator 
by their richness, but being placed on each side of 
the former, they fell into insignificance. The em¬ 
peror’s crown is covered with diamonds, tastefully 
arranged, chiefly as oak leaves ; many of them are 
of an extraordinary size: but the effect is a good 
deal impaired by two injudicious rows of pearls. 
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Near the crowns arc the globe and sceptre, the latter 
boasting of the largest diamond in the empire, its 
weight being one hundred and ninety-four carats. 
It was bought from Safoaz, an Armenian merchant, 
for four hundred and fifty thousand silver rubles, 
and a pension for life of one hundred thousand 
livres. How he became possessed of the treasure 
has never been ascertained. 

The chapel is large and neat, not possessing half 
the richness of the one described at Tzarskoc-selo. 
A very fine suite of rooms, which were furnished 
for the King of Prussia during his visit, have since 
remained unoccupied. 

Of the state apartments, St. George’s, and the 
White Hall, are the most deserving of notice: and, 
I believe, for size and proportion, are unequalled 
by any in Europe, being one hundred and forty feet 
in length, and fifty-two in breadth. The former has 
eighteen fluted Corinthian columns of fine marble, 
with gilded capitals, extending the length of the 
hall. At one end is the throne of crimson velvet 
and gold, the back and canopy ornamented with the 
imperial arms, and with those of the different Rus¬ 
sian governments, as a cock for that of Astracan, 
two foxes for'Siberia, a crown and snake for Mos¬ 
cow, &;c. 

Paul sometimes dined on his throne, when all 
the great officers of state were obliged to attend 
and perform their respective offices. His present 
majesty, on the contrary, dislikes all state, and the 
officers have perfect sinecures. There are an amaz- 
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ing number of chandeliers, candelabres, frc. $rc., 
and it is said that three thousand candles are re¬ 
quired to light it up. The White Hall is precisely 
of the same size and architecture as the other; but, 
as its name indicates, it is painted entirely white; 
it does not contain a throne, and it is chiefly 
used for balls and masquerades: they have each a 
gallery where spectators are admitted. 

In a small adjoining room, the colours of the 
regiments mounting guard in the palace are depo¬ 
sited ; and in it the emperor transacts all military 
business with the different commanding officers. 
With the palace just described, Catharine was not 
content; and she caused another to be built or rather 
added to it, which received the name of the Her¬ 
mitage (a name certainly not appropriate to either 
its situation, appearance, or purpose,) because one 
of the rooms was furnished with dumb waiters and 
tables, which ascended and descended by means of 
springs, so that servants were altogether excluded, 
and the company became perfectly unreserved. 
This palace became her favourite residence, and 
she commanded all the most curious and costly 
ornaments of the different palaces to be placed in 
it. After which she frequently threw aside the 
sovereign, and delivered herself up to the enjoy¬ 
ment and pleasures of private life. She even drew up 
with her own hand regulations for the government 
of those whom she honoured by invitations; and 
that ignorance might not be pleaded, they were 
fixed in the galleries leading to the different 
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apartments (a copy is still preserved, framed and 
hung under a curtain in one of the rooms). As 
they are curious and will denote the character of 
this extraordinary woman, when descending from 
her public hauteur, I shall not apologize for sending 
you a copy of them. 

Asseyez-vous, si vous voulez, 
et cela 

Ou il vous plaira, 

Sans qu’on vous le rdpete cent fois. 

Reglemens 

Auxquels doivent se soumettre ceux qui eDtreront cehns. 

1 . 

11s laisseront leurs dignites & la porte ainsi que leurs chapeaux 
ct leurs epees. 

2 . 

Ils se depouilleront egalement de toute pretention &. l’etiquette, 
dc tout orgueii, s’ils se trouvoient toutefois qu’ils en eussent; 
ct cn un mot, de tout ce qui pourroit ressembler il de la fiertd. 

3 . 

Ils seront gais sans petulance; ils auront soin de ne rien briser, 
de ne rien endommager, et ils s’abstiendront dc mordre quoi 
que ce puissc litre. 

4 . 

Ils seront assis ou debout selon leur bon plaisir ; ils marche- 
ront quand la fantaisie leur en prendra, sans fairc attention a 
personne. 

5 . 

Ils ne parleront ni trop ni trop haut, pour que les autres n’en 
aient point les oreilles incommoddes. 

6 . 

Ils discuteront sans chaleur et sans emportement. 

7 . 

11s ne soupireront ni ne b&illeront, de peur de communiquer 
leur ennui a la compagnie. 
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8 . 

Si quelqu’un imagine quelque amusement innocent, lcs autrcs 
s’y preteront de bonne grace. 

9. 

A table on mangera comme et ce qu’on voudra; mais l’on 
boira avec mesure, afin que chacun puissc retrouver ses jambcs 
pour rctourner chez soi. 

10 . 

Toute contestation sera oubliee en sortant, et cc qui sera 
entni par une oreille devra sortir par l’autre. 

Si quelqu’un est convaincu par la deposition de deux t6moins 
d’avoir enfreint les rcglemens ci-dessus cnoncfis; le coupable 
pour cbaque debt sera condamnc a boire un verre d’eau froide, 
sans en cxcepter les dames, et & lire une page de la TeltSma- 
quide. 

Celui qui enfreindra trois articles dur&glement dans lam&me 
soiree, sera tcnu de reciter six strophes de la T61<5maquide. 


Sit down if you like 
and that 

Where you please, 

Without being desired a hundred times. 
Roles 

To which those who enter here must submit. 


1 . 

They will leave their dignity at the door, as also their hats 
and their swords. 

2 . 

They wiil equally abandon all pretensions to etiquette as well 
as pride, if they sometimes find themselves troubled with it. 
In a word, every thing which bears the slightest resemblance 
to presumption. 

3. 

They will be gay without being boisterous, and will take care 
not to break or damage any thing, nor to bite any thing let it 
be what it may. 
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4 . 

They will sit or stand according to their pleasure, or walk 
about if they take it into their heads, without regard to other 
people. 

5 . 

They will neither speak too much nor too loud, in order that 
oilier peoples* ears may not be annoyed. 

6 . 

They will argue without warmth or passion. 

7 . 

They will neither sigh nor yawn for fear of communicating 
their ennui to the company. 

8 . 

If any one proposes au innocent amusement, the others will 
join in it with good will. 

9 . 

At table every one will eat whatever he pleases and as much 
as he pleases, but he will drink moderately so that he may be 
able to walk home. 

10 . 

In going out all disputes will be forgotten, and that which 
has entered by one ear will pass out at the other. 

If any one is convicted, by the testimony of two witnesses, of 
having infringed any of the above regulations, the culprit shall 
be condemned, for each breach, to drink a glass of cold water, 
without even excepting the ladies, and to read a page of Tele- 
machus. 

He who shall infringe three of the regulations during the 
same evening, shall be obliged to recite six stanzas of Telema- 
chus. 

After reading the above, I think we are well qua¬ 
lified to enter the Hermitage, and admire its trea¬ 
sures, although since the death of the (at least in 
private life) amiable foundress, the regulations have 
become obsolete, court etiquette having usurped 
their place. 
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The Hermitage is composed of three buildings, 
the principal fronts being towards the Neva ; they 
communicate with each other by galleries built upon 
arches, which form three streets all leading to the 
Millione. 

The first three rooms contain paintings of dif¬ 
ferent artists, and are called Tableaux de genre. In 
the middle room is a vase of violet jasper, which 
is near five feet high. The next three rooms are 
termed the Italian School, and contain the Prodi¬ 
gal, a chef d'oeuvro of Salvator Rosa, and Cyclops 
forging thunder for Jove in Mount iEtna; another 
by Luc Jordano. The Holy Family of course 
abounds, many of them very good. Two candela- 
bras near seven feet high, of violet jasper, and said 
to have cost twenty-five thousand ducats, are in 
these rooms, and claim attention. After which 
comes a room dedicated to Wouvermans, and 
where soldiers and admirals shine in the splendour 
of his masterly hand. 

It also contains the magnificent and curious 
Pendule de Strasser, which was sold by lottery, and 
gained by a poor woman, named Herold, near Li- 
bau, under the following singular circumstances:— 

She gave lodgings and refreshment to a benighted 
officer, and he in return, not having money, insisted 
upon her accepting a ticket for the lottery, which 
he had had some time in his possession, and which, 
when drawn, proved the fortunate number. The 
old woman, cither altogether ignorant of the thing, 
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or not hearing of its fate, neglected to claim the 
prize, even after it had been repeatedly advertised 
in the Gazette. At length an inspector saw some 
of her children playing with a piece of paper, and 
discovered it to be the long-sought-for number, 
that gave the old lady possession of the Pendule, 
which she sold to the empress for twenty thousand 
silver rubles, and a pension of one thousand for 
life. Strange to say, the benighted traveller could 
never be heard of, although the good woman made 
every effort to discover him, for the purpose of 
sharing her good fortune with him. The exterior 
of the Pendule represents an antique temple of 
Grecian architecture, enclosing two orchestres, 
which, accompanying each other, execute some fine 
pieces of the Creation, by Mozart and Haydn. 
The sweetness and harmony of the sounds, parti¬ 
cularly in the adagio, would lead one to believe that 
the most able musicians were assembled to produce 
this truly divine performance. 

The next salle is dedicated to Teniers, and con¬ 
tains some of his largest and best pictures, particu¬ 
larly a Dutch Kitchen, known under the name of 
the u Cuisine de Rembrant.” 

The galleries of Berghem and Rembrant follow, 
containing also the musical bureau of Hams, for 
which the emperor paid twenty thousand rubles. 

The oval room contains a very fine, full-sized 
portrait of Catharine, by Lainpi, said to be an ex¬ 
tremely good likeness. Catharine has been described 
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as striking by the majesty of her deportment; her 
countenance bespeaking at the same time, penetra¬ 
tion, justice, courage, humanity, and magnanimity, 
while her high forehead announced a retentive me¬ 
mory, an ardent and fertile imagination, together 
with extraordinary intelligence. In this room are 
also placed the busts of Cheremetof, Romantzof, 
Souvarof, of Admiral Techitchagof, of Potemkin, 
and of Orloflf Tschcsminsky ; the whole being finely 
executed pieces of scxilpture. 

Above is a library of Russian books, which Ca¬ 
tharine formed for the use of the domestics, to 
keep, as she said, the devil out of their heads. It 
also contains a large collection of prints which 
are kept under lock and key ; as are the pastes 
made in England after the most precious, antique, 
and modern stones. 

In the next room is an extensive collection of 
medals and coins. 

A large gallery contains the French School, but 
unfortunately the light is bad. The Paralytique 
of Grcuse merits attention. The next is the. Dutch 
School of Paul Potter, of Gerard Dow, of Mouche- 
ron, of Vandemeer, &c. fyc. And then follow the 
model of the house Peter the Great inhabited at 
Sardaro, and the figure of his housekeeper. 

From this part is the entrance to the Winter 
Garden, which occupies a considerable quadrangu¬ 
lar space, planted with laurels and orange-trees, 
which preserve their leaves and fragrance in the 
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midst of the most rigorous winters, while linnets 
smd Canary birds fly about as if at perfect liberty. 
The Summer Garden is attached to it, and is three 
hundred and fifty feet long, by seventy-seven wide. 
Large birch, maple, and other trees, form four 
thickly-shaded alleys, in the middle of which are 
the most beautiful flowers. From the size find age 
of these trees, it is difficult to believe they are grow¬ 
ing in artificial soil, forty-two feet above the sur¬ 
rounding country or ground. 

A cabinet contains some extraordinarily fine pro¬ 
ductions in ivory and fish bones, principally from 
Archangel. 

In three galleries are the works of Rubens and 
Vandyke. 

The theatre is small, and like an amphitheatre, the 
imperial family occupying the bottom with chairs. 

After the theatre comes the Gallery of Raphael, 
before the windows of which is placed a rich cabinet 
of mineralogy : and the Spanish gallery boasts of 
Murillo in all his glory. 

In the Diamond Cabinet is assembled, by order 
of the late Empress Catharine, every thing curious 
which could be found in the different imperial 
cabinets at Petersburg, and in that at Moscow, 
called Oroujeinaia Palata. These are all ornaments 
extremely rich in diamonds, precious stones, and 
pearls ; some of the latter are of an extraordinary 
size, being more than an inch in diameter. Many 
of the ornaments are remarkable for their minute- 
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ness, and for the neatness of the workmanship. It also 
contains the astonishing mechanical clock, known 
under the name of the Horloge du Paon : when the 
chimes commence, the peacock turns towards the 
spectators, majestically expanding its brilliant tail, 
the cock crows, and the owl rolls its eyes about; 
the cage turns round to the sound of small bells, 
while a young female hops, at each second, upon a 
mushroom, in which are concealed the works of the 
clock. It was made in England by the celebrated 
Cock, and bought in 1780 by Prince Potemkin, 
who presented it to his imperial mistress. 

In the adjoining room is the celebrated picture, 
by Paul Potter, known under the name of “ La 
Vache qui pisse.” This famous chef d'ceuvre had 
been ordered by a princess, who at the sight of so 
indecent a subject, returned it to the artist, at 
whose death Frederick, Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, 
purchased it, with twelve other small paintings, from 
his widow, for the sum of twenty thousand crowns. 
He was so passionately fond of the arts that he 
would never part with this small cabinet, although 
some Englishmen are said to have offered him four 
times the sum he paid for it; and he permitted only 
the celebrated painter Thornes to take one copy of 
it, which is said to be the only one existing. 

Another painting by Paul Potter, in the same 
room, is not less remarkable for the beauty of its 
execution, than for the number and variety of the 
subjects which he has contrived to introduce. On 
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tlic sides, in small quadrangular spaces, arc repre¬ 
sented different chares, and in the middle, in two 
rectangular oblongs, the artist has represented a 
man and his dogs put in judgment, and executed by 
animals. One does not know whether to admire 
most the finish of the first, or the gay and spirited 
harmony of the second. All the offices which he 
has assigned to the animals agree perfectly with 
their natural characters. The bears and the wolves, 
as commissaries of police, have brought the former 
a shepherd, and the latter some dogs, irreconcileable 
enemies of wild animals, before the royal tribunal 
of the lion, who is seated on a hill, holding a sceptre 
in his paw. The elephant and the tiger, as his mi¬ 
nisters, are interrogating the poor shepherd, whilst 
a fox, performing the office of secretary, writes his 
responses in a protocol, $*c. 

The second represents the execution of the royal 
sentence, and the consequent triumph of the ani¬ 
mals. The bears roast the shepherd on a spit, and 
hang the dogs on a tree. The dancing of the apes 
and monkeys presents a humorous scene, and in the 
most minute parts it is impossible not to discover 
the pencil of this great master. 

The antiques and the cameos are arranged in ca¬ 
binets, made in the shape of cones, lined with black 
velvet and covered with glass. They are all set in 
gold, and small bronze labels indicate the epoch at 
which they were procured. 

Among the antiques there is a remarkable one 
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presented by the late Empress Josephine to Alex¬ 
ander. It is cut on a sardonyx, which is of the 
most extraordinary size. It represents the busts of 
Ptolemy Philidelphius, King of Egypt, and of his 
wife Arsinoe, daughter of Lysimach'us. It has 
three beds or layers ; the bottom or base is brown, 
the middle milk white, and the upper of the colour 
of coffee. The heads are cut in the middle layer, 
the hair in the upper one, as well as the cuirassc 
and casque of Ptolemy. The king is in the flower 
of his age, and his countehance gives an idea of 
great sense and the most perfect beauty. Ptolemy 
ascended the throne two hundred and eighty-four 
years before the Christian era; so that this cameo 
is amongst the few antique stones which have been 
handed down to our days. At one time it formed 
part of the museum of the Duke of Gonzago, at 
Mantua, from whence it was transferred to the 
beautiful collection of Christina of Sweden, and 
afterwards into the hands of the family of Odescali 
at Rome, but how Josephine became possessed of it 
is still unknown. There are also cameoes, of every 
style, of every school, and on every species of stone. 

Inth. same room are three silver vases, found 
in 1812, upon the banks of the Pruth in Molda¬ 
via, in exploring a small hill or tumulus. They 
are very antique, and represent the combat of the 
Amazons against the Athenians. There are also 
some gold ornaments discovered at the same time, 
as well as valuable and curious utensils, dug out of 
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the tumulus near Kertch, in the Crimea, with two 
modern chefs tfccuvres of sculpture, the Paris and 
Satarelle of Canova. I must now close this account 
of the treasures of this extraordinary palace, into 
which foreigners as well as natives are admitted 
without difficulty, and conducted into the different 
rooms by servants appointed for the purpose, who 
are remarkably civil, and * contented with a small 
gratification. On our visit to the Hermitage, we 
were first informed of the great insult which is 
offered to the master of a house by entering with a 
great coat on, as it implies that he does not keep his 
rooms warm enough, a thing upon which they pride 
themselves; and to every house there is a hall, 
where you arc expected to unrobe on coming in, 
or to robe on going out. 

I was very nearly refused admittance, because I 
had on a surtout, nor was it till the servant was 
convinced that I had no other coat underneath, that 
I was allowed to proceed with the party: and so 
far is the principle carried, that at the commercial 
club, where we have permission to read the papers, 
I gave great offence, and was ultimately told of it, 
by the gentlemen who entered our names, the porter 
having been severely reprimanded for allowing me 
to enter the rooms in the same great coat in which 
in France and England, I have made morning calls 
upon ladies of the first rank. But such is the effect 
of custom, and it points out how necessary it is for 
travellers to learn, and conform to those of the 

Voi.. I. « 
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different countries they visit, and always to bear in 
mind the old adage, “ when in Rome, do as the 
people of Rome do.” 

The Arsenal is a showy and extensive building, 
containing about seventy thousand sfhnds of arms, 
besides several batteries of brass field-pieces, all in 
excellent order: the latter have a peculiar sort of 
sight. There is also a vast variety of trophies and 
warlike instruments, taken in the different wars in 
which Russia has been engaged since the founding of 
the city. The machinery for the boring, 6fc., of the 
brass cannon is under this roof, and under the di¬ 
rection of a drunken, dirty, noseless Englishman, 
who is said to be extremely clever, and to have im¬ 
proved the machinery, so as to render it superior to 
that which is in use with us at Woolwieh. Clever 
men are frequently drunkards, or weak in the com¬ 
mon conduct of life. Our friend, above mentioned, 
without a nose, is a proof of the former; and a 
man who has modelled and cast some of the finest 
bronze statues in Russia, particularly one of St. 
Andrew, is an instance of the latter. He is highly 
esteemed for his ability, and has a large and re¬ 
spectable family: his wife died, and he became in¬ 
fatuated with her servant maid; this gave offence 
to his children, and they remonstrated with him. 
He shortly afterwards ordered them all to dress in 
their best clothes, and accompany him to church, 
where, to their great dismay, he made the servant 
their step-mother, by marrying her, and now she 
rules both him and them with a rod of iron. 
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When the Grand Duke Nicholas visited Ply¬ 
mouth, I commanded a ship there, and was, with 
the other captains, introduced to him. Hearing I 
was at Petersburg, he very kindly sent to say, on 
the 17th instant, that he would be happy to receive 
me and my brother at his palace privately, although 
he could not do it publicly, till we should have been 
introduced to the emperor. We felt this instance of 
condescension most forcibly, and it ultimately proved 
of the greatest advantage to us, as he carried his 
kindness still further, by representing the circum¬ 
stance to the empress, and by obtaining her sanction 

of our formal introduction at court, and of our invita¬ 
tion to all the court fetes, without waiting for the 
emperor’s return. Sir W. Crighton in notifying the 
grand duke’s gracious intention of seeing us, hinted 
that it would be right for us to appear in uniform, 
which advice wc followed, and repaired to the 
Anitchkof palace about noon, when we were received 
by the duke, with very little ceremony, he being 
dressed in a green coat and pantaloons, with two 
silver epaulettes and high boots, all old or nearly 
threadbare. He is a good-looking, young man, of 
about six feet one, and very little altered since I saw 
him in 1817. He addressed me in French, and began 
by saying, it was some time since he had had the 
pleasure of seeing me at Plymouth; what ship did I 
then command ? Had I one now in the Gulf? How 
did I come to St. Petersburg ? How long did I intend 

to remain? Did 1 mean to visit Moscow ? And when 

s b a 
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informed that I should proceed to the Crimea, he 
said it was still in its infancy, and had little worth 
seeing (alluding probably to the sea-ports); and 
when I remarked, that the emperor had done much 
for it, he said, it was true, but still mlich remained 
to be done, and asked, if I had seen all the marine 
establishments, Kolpenny, <§c. He said he had 
visited Kolpenny about a fortnight before, after an 
interval of three years, and was much pleased to find 
the improvements made by General Wilson, whom 
he panegyrized as a very clever man, but added, that 
it was not for me to come to Petersburg to see 
my profession in perfection, as the season for the 
fleet only lasted three or four months, when little 
could be done, but that England, and particularly 
Plymouth, was the place. I remarked, that his 
majesty had done much for science and navigation, 
in sending vessels to circumnavigate the globe; he 
said, yes, it was true, and that they had many sailors 
who had been round the world. All the marines of 
the imperial guard were volunteers for the voyage. 

He spoke with much interest about the Break¬ 
water at Plymouth, and of Lord Mount Edgecombe, 
and the kind attentions he had received from every 
person to whom he was introduced. In speaking of 
Finland and Sweaborg, he said the latter was in a 
very bad state, nothing having been done to it since 
it came into their possession; but that he had or¬ 
dered plans to be made for fortifying it, which were 
soon to be carried into effect, when the island out- 
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side would be likewise fortified. With my brother 
he had a good deal of professional conversation, the 
duke being at the head of the engineers. He wished 
he was going through Livonia) $rc,, in order to see 
some fortresses they were constructing. He spoke 
of our establishment for education at Woolwich, 
and said, he would give an order for our seeing 
every thing connected with his establishment here, 
and that he trusted we would apply to .him if there 
was any thing we wished to see. He then took his 
leave of us with the usual “auplaisir de tons revoir.' 

He is extremely domesticated, and dotingly fond 
of his wife, a daughter of the king of Prussia, by 
whom he has two children: she is represented as 
very amiable. The son, about three years old, a nice- 
looking child, is to be seen frequently walking in 
the grand Perspective, with his companion, the son 
of a general officer, about a year older ; for it is an 
invariable custom to educate with the royal chil¬ 
dren, some inferior person’s child, . who shall be a 
little older, in order always to keep the ideas and 
talents of the younger one upon the stretch, by 
imitating the more matured notions of the com¬ 
panion ; and this practice is observed through all 
classes. Attended by an English governess, he always 
appears very happy, and quite unconscious of the 
respect which is paid to him ; everybody pulling 
theis hats off as he passes, and the lower classes 
apparently quite delighted to have an opportunity 
of doing so, while joy and affection smile on their 
countenances. The young duke is colonel of 
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a regiment of hussars, and receives the report of 
their state once a month, when he plays the com¬ 
manding officer; but at other times, such is the 
military mania, he is disciplined as a soldier, stands 
sentry, is put under an arrest, frc. 'Indeed, it is 
said to be carried to such an extent by the father, 
that the dowager empress has been obliged to in¬ 
terpose her authority, for a relaxation of discipline. 

The following day we went by appointment to see 
the engineer establishment, in the palace of St. 
Michael. The duke’s deputy, Count Lewis, and all 
the chief officers were in attendance, an honour we 
were not prepared for; and had we been in uniform 
we afterwards heard it was the intention of the duke 
to have dropped in, as if by accident, in order to 
have gone round with us. There are ninety eleves, 
who were at dinner when we arrived; they all ap¬ 
peared healthy, and much attention is paid to their 
personal comfort; they can be admitted at twelve 
years of age, and are divided into three classes, and 
may remain two years in each, so as to become of¬ 
ficers at eighteen. If by talents they are able to 
complete the course of studies in a shorter period, 
they are immediately admitted to all the privileges 
of an officer, such as rank, pay, and time for ad¬ 
vancement, or to the order of St. George; but 
they are still allowed to remain at the school, in 
order to attain the higher branches of military 
education. 

Before receiving a commission, they have a piece 
of ground pointed out to them, which they are to 
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fortify according to their own judgment. One young 
student was completing a plan, which my brother 
thought judicious and well executed; indeed, he 
was pleased with the whole arrangement of the es¬ 
tablishment, which is quite a hobby of the duke’s, 
and engrosses much of his attention and time, 
and the troops are not sorry for it, as he is said to 
be a great martinet, but of course has now less 
time to attend to field days. The model-room con¬ 
tains an extensive collection, and some very good 
models of the different systems of fortification, 
which take to pieces, in order to show the more 
minute details. 

Of all the children that enter the foundling 
hospital, the duke has the choice for his branch of 
the military service, and when selected, they are 
separated from the rest and taken care of. He has 
lately mounted a corps of pioneers, which he re¬ 
gretted we could not see, as they were at Bender, 
in order to be ready, as he expressed it, against 
M.M. Lcs Turcs. 

The palace of St. Michael had been shut up from 
the time of the murder of Paul, till within these 
two years, when it was given to the duke for his 
school, and, consequently, the boys are magnifi¬ 
cently lodged, many of the rooms being imperially 
furnished, and all of them spacious and of good 
proportion. That which was the scene of the 
bloody catastrophe, still remains walled up. 

Paul becoming extremely suspicious of every 
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body, even of his own family, ordered this palace 
to be built, and surrounded by a wet ditch, and 
flanked by bastions, on which guns should be 
mounted, so as to form a completely isolated castle ; 
and he urged the completion of it with an ex¬ 
traordinary fatality, even inhabiting it before all 
the rooms were finished. It is painted outside 
nearly flesh colour; which is said to be caused by 
the whim of his favourite mistress Madame Che¬ 
valier, who, when Paul importuned her to name 
the colour it ought to have, is said to have replied 
pettishly, “Oh, the colour of my glove;” which 
was accordingly given to it, and it remains to this 
day a monument of her power, over one of the 
most unfeeling and senseless monarchs that ever 

swayed a sceptre. Count P-appears to have 

been the great conspirator, and to have acted with 
unheard-of duplicity. Paul placed the most un¬ 
bounded confidence in him, and is said to have sent 
for him the morning before the execution of the plot, 
and to have accused him of concealing a conspiracy, 
when he replied, “ I know there is one, and am on 
the look out; but for the perfect detection of it, 
and the punishment of the traitors, secrecy is still 
necessary, and your majesty may depend upon my 
devotion to you.” It is on this occasion that he pro¬ 
cured the blank order for arrests, which, as before 
• observed, was filled up by him with the names of 
Alexander and Constantine, and with which he 
worked upon their fears for their personal safety, 
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sufficiently to induce them to consent to the em¬ 
peror being placed under restraint. All the world 
fully acquits them of participating in or knowing 
the extent of the conspiracy, which, perhaps, after 
all was fatal, from the determined resistance of 
Paul, and became absolutely necessary for the 
safety of the perpetrators. The emperor’s distrust 

being lulled by the protestations of Count P-, 

he dismissed him kindly, saying, that he felt con¬ 
fident in his zeal and vigilance. He then sent for 
the two grand dukes, and made them take an 
oath of allegiance to him: nor was he without sus¬ 
picion of his wife; and upon retiring to rest, he 
bolted her door of communication with his apart¬ 
ment, and also, by mistake, the inner one of a 
secret passage to his mistress, and to the lower 
apartments of the palace, which had been con¬ 
structed by his express order, to facilitate his es¬ 
cape, in case of attack, and which, but for this fatal 
mistake, would have answered the desired object; 
for Kutizof, his favourite, against whom people 
were much enraged, did escape by it. But a fata- 
tility attended him throughout; for, as a last act, 
he turned off some of the chevalier guard, who, of 
all the troops, were alone faithful to him. When 
all was quiet, and the midnight hour had arrived, the 
conspirators passed the sentries without difficulty, 
and reached the ante-i-oom, where the emperor’s 
two faithful hussars interposed their persons, in 
defence of their, to them, kind master, and one 
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soon fell a victim to his devotion, while the other 
was wounded, overpowered, and secured. The 
scuffle awoke Paul, who endeavoured to intimidate 
by authority; but finding it disregarded, he at¬ 
tempted the secret passage, which, unfortunately, 
from his blind precaution, was bolted: failing here, 
he gallantly stood upon his defence, and fought till 
overpowered, when he begged them to spare his life; 
but the conspirators, well aware that things had gone 

too far, rushed upon him, and strangled him. The 

crafty P——, who, during. the consummation of 
the bloody plot, remained below, immediately flew 
to Alexander, and hailed him as emperor; though 
there is little doubt, that if the plan had tailed, he 
would have produced his warrant to arrest him, and 
would have sacrificed him and his brother, in order 
to secure his own safety. 

The tragedy being over, Alexander was pro¬ 
claimed, and the peace of the city or empire was 
not for one moment disturbed. The only momen¬ 
tary obstacle to his accession was on the part of his 
mother, who, upon seeing Paul after his death, in¬ 
stantly exclaimed, “ He has been murdered : I am 
now ruler, and will pnnish the perpetrators.” For 
this purpose she ordered Alexander under an arrest, 
and fancied herself about to succeed to the throne, 
as the two Catharines had done before her. But 
instead of being obeyed, she was very quietly in- 
,formed, that if she did not submit to the new order 
of things, and consider herself a mere subject, she 
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would be immediately placed under restraint. She 
took the hint, and has ever since devoted herself 
to the education of her family, and to the support 
of charitable and moral institutions, but always re¬ 
taining her opinion of the violent fate of her hus¬ 
band, whose memory she reveres. She never appears 
in full dress without his miniature about her neck, 
richly set in diamonds; and the faithful surviving 
hussar is her confidential and constant attendant. 

It is said that, in private life, Paul was a kind hus¬ 
band and father, and a good master, but that the 
extraordinary and unkind treatment which he ever 
experienced at the hands of his unnatural mother 
had so irritated him, as latterly to deprive him of 
his reason, which, after his accession to the throne, 
failed him altogether. Catharine was extremely 
desirous of having a numerous family of grand chil¬ 
dren, in order to fulfil her gigantic and ambitious 
projects with regard to them, their destination being 
pretty clearly developed by the names she gave 
them. To ensure this progeny, she gave Paul 
upon his marriage a very limited establishment, 
telling him it should only be increased as his family 
increased, and that with every child he should re¬ 
ceive additional and substantial proofs of her favour. 
This succeeded with him, and during his mother’s 
life, he is said to have been most constant, and cer¬ 
tainly gave her frequent occasion to fulfil her pro¬ 
mised enlargement of his establishment. 

The 26th of October was his widow’s birth-day; 
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and to give you an idea of hdr activity, I must in¬ 
form you how it was spent. In the morning she 
received the congratulations of her establishment 
at Gatchina, then drove to Petersburg, fifty-five 
versts, in order to dine with the Grand Duchess 
Nicholas (who could not go out on account of her 
recent accouchement), after which she returned to 
Gatchina, and honoured the ball of her Aleves with 
her presence. This is the only member of the impe¬ 
rial family that keeps up any kind of state. The 
empress may be seen every day driving modestly in 
her carriage and four, undistinguished from her 
subjects; the grand dukes arc seen in their droskies, 
carrying an officer before or by the side of them, it 
being difficult to distinguish one from the other. It 
is said to be the same with the emperor when he 
is here, while his mother never stirs without six 
horses and outriders, and two finely-dressed hussars 
behind, a police officer following in a drosky and 
pair. The horses are seldom out of a gallop, and 
are generally conveying her to inspect her different 
establishments. On her birth-day, it froze hard for 
the first time this season, and caused a little sensa-r 
tion about warm clothing and fire-wood; conse¬ 
quently we made a first preparation to withstand 
the frost, my brother by providing a blue cloth 
surtout wadded, and having a fine beaver sable collar,, 
which last cost one hundred and twenty-five rubles. 
1 ordered a chenil, or the cloak of the country, 
not unlike that of Spain, it being worn over the 
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shoulders, and having arms which are never made 
use of, and a large cape, and being well wadded 
with cotton. It fastens round the neck in front by 
a silver, clasp, the colour is pepper and salt, and it is 
in fact precisely the chenil worn by the emperor, 
the imperial family, and every person holding em¬ 
ployments, whether civil or military, under the 
crown, except that the different services to which 
they belong are known by a small coloured patch 
on the collar: I paid two hundred rubles for it. 
Th»»19th instant was St. Nicholas’s day, which is 
here generally reckoned the coldest in the year; yet 
such has been the variableness and mildness of the 
season, that the thermometer was only at twenty- 
eight degrees Farenheit. It being the day of the 
patron saint of the marine, we went to the church 
dedicated to him,. which we found filled to excess, 
and most oppressively hot and disagreeable. The 
exhalations from bodies and dirty shubes caused a 
dense atmosphere like a vapour bath; we were 
therefore glad to make our escape from the lower 
order and church, and to ascend to the upper one ; 
for this building has the peculiarity of possessing a 
lower and an upper church, the latter appropriated 
to the superior officers on particular occasions. In 
consequence of this arrangement, both are low and 
confined: the door of the upper one is ornamented 
with a portrait of Prince Galitzin in the full dress 
of an admiral. Everybody connected with the 
marine attended in the course of the day, to pay 
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their devotions, with the earnestness and humility 
of which we were much struck, as being so very dif¬ 
ferent from the conduct of our own rough tars, as 
different perhaps as their conduct would be in the 
hour of danger in a gale of wind, or on a lee shore. 
For my own part, I do not believe our sailors are worse 
Christians or worse men than other people; but I do 
think, if ever they are brought to be constantly pray¬ 
ing and looking out for the best course to heaven, 
they will lose that carelessness of self-preservation 
which so peculiarly fits them for their most uncer¬ 
tain profession, in which they are exposed to so 
many risks that can only be parried or avoided by 
instantly rushing to what is so emphatically termed 
on shore, neck or nothing. 

Having seen and heard so much of the Russian 
baths, we determined to try the effect of one, con¬ 
trary to the advice of oUr medical friends and others, 
many of whom had been bom and lived nearly all 
their lives in Russia without venturing the experi¬ 
ment. We accordingly repaired to that which is 
esteemed the best in this city, and I will describe 
the whole thing precisely as it was administered. The 
baths are private and only contain one person. First, 
there is a dressing-room at a moderate temperature, 
with cushions and conveniences for the toilette. 
When undressed, a fellow presents himself stark- 
naked, and conducts you into the bath, a good sized 
room having a bench like a bedstead, with a slight 
rise for the head. At the opposite side are fitted up 



ST. PETERSBURG. 


415 


shelves like flow;er stands, which terminate with a 
similar bench or bedstead to be subsequently used. 
The bath is at a high but not oppressive temperature, 
and is furnished with several pipes, communicating 
with water from the freezing to the boiling point. 

Yon first of all sit down on the bench, while he 
forms a lather and scours your head well, after 
which, he prepares a bundle of soft shavings with 
soap and hot water, when he obliges you to lie down 
at full length, while he curries you all over on both 
sides* After this, you stand up and are rinced 
with tepid water, when he prepares a bunch of birch 
leaves, and obliges you to mount by the shelves or 
steps to the upper bench before described. He 
now throws water on a hot iron which produces 
such a vapour or steam, that it is almost impossible 
to support the heat: he then obliges you to lie 
down, and with the birch leaves, performs the same 
operation he had previously done with the shavings, 
except that while you are roaring out with pain 
from the heat, and begging to be relieved, yet, 
afraid to lift your head, because every inch in height 
from the vapour ascending, causes some increase in 
the intenseness of the heat, the fellow coldly affects 
indifference and laughs at your request, or sings a 
few words of a song. At length he relieves you, 
when jumping down as hastily as. possible from a 
heat which really struck me as red hot, and I thought 
nyist have brought the skin off, the fellow adroitly 
seizes the moment you are on your legs to pour 
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buckets of cold water on your head. The first gives 
a violent and unexpected shock which you instan¬ 
taneously recover, and the second produces a most 
delightful glow, a perfect elysian feel, which you 
would willingly continue; but fearful of checking 
the perspiration too long, the bath is brought to a 
higher temperature, and when the pores are again 
open and perspiration appears, the Russian bath 
finishes, you return to your dressing-room, wrap 
warmly up, get into your carriage, drive home, lie 
down on your bed much relaxed for an hour, after 
which you feel quite restored and' are fit for any 
thing. Indeed, two hours after, I joined a large 
party at dinner, with a most excellent appetite. The 
price of a private bath is two rubles and a half, and 
I gave one to the attendant. The common ones 
vary from ten to fifty copecks, they are merely large 
rooms, constantly filled with vapour. The bathers 
take their own birch leaves with them, and mutually 
scour each other, but as they cannot have cold water 
inside, they either plunge into the river, as we. 
marked at Helsingsfors, or if it is wiBter, the 
yard being full of snow, they roll themselves in it, 
and tbei. return to the bath for a moment to re¬ 
store perspiration.. After this, they dress as usual, 
and walk home, or remain in the cold, washing 
their clothes. This must be the effect of habit, as 
it certainly would be extremely dangerous for a 
stranger to be so exposed to the action of the qjr, 
after being so much relaxed. Fortunately, the 
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Greek religion requires ablution before attending 
the church, and, equally fortunately, the attendance 
is exacted twice a week, so that the lower classes 
by this means ensure health and cleanliness of body, 
which otherwise, from the length of time they wear 
their garments (as I have before noticed), could not 
be preserved. 

Upon the whole, I must say that these baths pre¬ 
sent a greater want of delicacy than it is possible to 
imagine in civilized society, and yet, within these few 
years, they have been much reformed. Originally 
there was no distinction of sexes, both promiscu¬ 
ously entering the same bath, and rendering mutual 
assistance. I ndeed, in many places the old custom is 
not abolished, and in all it is not considered indeli¬ 
cate to enter the court appropriated to the females, 
who continue their cold ablutions apparently uncon¬ 
scious of shame. Added to this, it is said, that for a 
small gratification to the proprietors or attendants, 
they make no difficulty in clandestinely admitting 
visiters into those baths that are supposed to be ex¬ 
clusively appropriated to the use of younger females. 
In short, it is impossible to conceive any public 
custom or establishment which produces more im¬ 
moral conduct between the two sexes. Having, as 
a traveller, gratified my curiosity, I do not feel any 
desire to repeat a Russian bath. 

Our manner of living is very independent and 
comfortable. We occupy three rooms, the sitting 
one having an English grate, so that we enjoy a 
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blaze, the coals coming over in the ships as ballast. 
The other rooms, and indeed the whole of the house, 
are heated by what is termed a peach or oven, which 
is placed generally in a corner so as to serve three 
rooms. Early in the morning a certain quantity of 
wood is put into it, and allowed to burn to a red 
heat, when it is closed and retains its warmth dur¬ 
ing the rest of the day, throwing an equal degree of 

temperature into every part within its influence: 
flues (as I had been erroneously led to suppose) do 
not convey the heat round the room or house, but 
it is generated and shed entirely by these ovens 
or peaches judiciously disposed. They are under 
the sole direction of the dvornick, who frequently, 
not being a person possessed of sound judgment, 
does not exercise sufficient discretion in heating the 
rooms while the season is variable ; he not having 
any idea of graduated heat. In consequence of this, 
when we first arrived, my brother was frequently 
annoyed by head-aches, from the injudicious heat¬ 
ing of the peach in his room, and it was only with 
difficulty he could persuade the dvornick to mo¬ 
dify it. The expense of fuel, from the enormous 
quantity used, has become a very serious article in 
housekeeping, and one is surprised to see the im¬ 
mense stacks of wood piled up in every court-yard; 
and still more so, when assured that as much more 
will probably be required before the genial heat of 
the sun is again felt. 

In our house is a most excellent Table d’Hote, 
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■at which we breakfast, dine, and drink tea, or sup. 
There are about a dogen gentlemanly mercantile- 
travellers, who lodge in the house, and whom we meet 
at table, with the addition, at dinner, of from fifteen 
to twenty natives, principally officers in the imperial 
guard, aides-de-camp to the emperor, or noblemen 
attached to the court, and foreign diplomatists, 
nearly all of whom we find pleasant and intelligent 
companions. The Russians drink a great deal of a 
sweet champagne, made for the Russian market; 
we not liking it, are content with excellent Port, 
Madeira, or Sherry. The dinner is abundant and 
well served, generally consisting of soup, fish, 
poultry, and roast and boiled beef and mutton, with 
capital potatoes, and not unfrequently preserved 
green peas, which are pleasing to the eye, but I 
cannot say I admire the taste. Another vegetable, 
never omitted at any Russian table, is salted cucum¬ 
bers, they are highly esteemed, and considered very 
wholesome: Sir Charles Bagot sent some to the 
king, who is so fond of them, that it is said he never 
dines without them. Buck wheat, dressed plain, 
and eaten with cream or butter, is frequently intro¬ 
duced, and apparently highly relished: the dinner 
finishes with pastry and cheese as in England, after 
which we generally sit for an hour over our wine in 
conversation ; coffee is brought to each person be¬ 
fore he quits the table. The evenings are usually 
spent either at whist, or at the theatre, and we have 
very little variety, for although we experience great 

attention and kindness from a few families, it is by 

s E* 
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no means general, and probably there never was a 
capital so little distinguished for hospitality. This 
seems to be a general complaint, nor do we find or 
feel that we are at all neglected; on the contrary, 
we receive more invitations than our neighbours ; 
but notwithstanding this, it is extremely dull, and 
we are thrown much on our own resources. How¬ 
ever, we are told, that after our introduction at 
court, “ il sera tout 4 fait different, ou une autre 
chose.” There is not any Italian opera, and there 
are only two theatres, a French and a Russian. 
The former is clean, light, and neat: the boxes are 
commonly well filled with ladies who present little 
beauty or elegance; their faces, arc in general plain 
and broad. The pit is divided into arm-chairs and 
banks, at five, three, and two rubles each; the 
former are considered equally respectable with the 
boxes, which are generally let for the season. The 
Corps Dramatique is tolerably fair, and acts upon its 
own account; this is an experiment, as formerly 
this theatre (like all the others in the empire) was 
under the government, wliich provided every thing, 
and paid the performers by the season. 

The Russian theatre is very large, and well fitted, 
but miserably lighted: the prices are the same as at 
the French house; but as they generally attempt 
and murder foreign pieces, for instance some of 
Scott’s novels dramatized, such as the Black Dwarf, 
we find little amusement in it, except when they 
give native pieces, which is but seldom. It is not 
so fashionably attended as the French theatre. 
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We sometimes dine at the English Club, as it is 
called, not because the principal members are Eng¬ 
lish, for they are not, but because it was originally 
established by them. It is a very large and good 
establishment with billiard, card, and news-rooms ; 
dinner can be ordered every day, but on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays a general one is provided, which, on 
the latter day, is usually attended by one hundred 
persons, and is served at five o’clock. It is an old 
saying, that birds of a feather flock together, and 
this is particularly exemplified here. Those who 
are fond of cards or billiards sit together, and rise 
the moment the cloth is removed ; while those who 
like the social glass herd at one end, and sometimes 
keep possession till midnight, or even daylight; it 
being understood that whatever wine is called for, 
is to be passed in common, although each indivi¬ 
dually pays for the quantity he orders. This pro¬ 
duces good fellowship, and leaves but little difference 
in the respective amounts at the latter end, for those 
who may be cautious and close at the early part, 
generally run into the opposite extreme at the con¬ 
clusion. This club is not open to strangers, except 
by invitation, so that we are obliged to request two 
gentlemen to put our names down in the book kept 
for that purpose, when we wish to dine there, and 
we are then at liberty to call for wine and pay our 
own bills. The gentlemen by whom we are intro¬ 
duced are not even obliged to meet us, which ren¬ 
ders us in some degree independent. 
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There is also a commercial club, from which all 
the military are strictly excluded. We had an offer 
of belonging to it, upon passing for merchants, 
but were too conscientious to submit to the ruse. 
It was there, before we were aware of the restric¬ 
tion, that my great coat gave offence. 

As it is indispensable that all visits should be 
paid, or dinner parties attended in a coach and four, 
we have hired one at five hundred rubles a month, 
with a very trifling gratification to the coachman 
and postilion. This, with our valet de place, an Eng¬ 
lishman who has been many years in the country, at 
one hundred and fifty rubles, forms a very consider¬ 
able item in our expenses : our charge for the board 
and lodging before described I do not think extra¬ 
vagant ; it usually amounts to ten rubles each person 
per diem ; but as we have an extra sitting-room, for 
which we pay three rubles additional, and a bottle 
of wine at five rubles, our absolute and necessary 
expenses amount to fifteen hundred rubles, or, at 
the present rate of exchange, about seventy pounds 
sterling per month, for the two, which enables us 
to do every thing in the first style. The other in¬ 
cidental expenses of course depend upon ourselves. 

Having now given you a tolerably correct notion 
of the city, and of how we are established, I will 
just glance at the variableness of the weather, and at 
the freezing of the river, and then give you a cessa¬ 
tion of hostilities, till our introduction at court shall 
have provided fresh matter for your annoyance. 
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The following meteorological observations were 
always made at eight o’clock in the morning, and I 
think you will allow more variableness could not 
have been well experienced:— 


1822 

Faren. 

State of Wiud and Weather. 

October 9 


Fine. 

10 

11 

12 





13 


Bain. 

14 


tf 

15 


Cloudy. 

16 


Wet. 

17 


Fine. 

18 



19 


Wet. 

21 



22 


Fine, S.W. 

23 


Dry, wet. 

21 


Wet, dry, and cold. 

25 


Dry, North. 

26 


Frost, East. 

27 

34 

Damp. 

28 

40 

Uazy, 

29 

49 

„ 

30 

28 

Snow, doll, and cold. 

81 

24 

Clear. 

November I 

26 

Snow. 

2 

33 

liain. 

3 

43 

tf 

4 

48 


5 

44 

„ S.W. 

6 

44 

Hazy, West. 

7 

44 

Dry. 

8 

33 

Hazy. 

9 

22 

Dry, East. 

10 

20 

Little snow. 

11 

22 

Fine, North. 

12 

29 

Clear. 

13 

32 

Gale, West. 

14 

20 

Fine. Steam-boats ceased to go to Cronstadt, 
fearing the ice. 

13 

18 

Fine. 

16 

26 

„ Bridges removed, ice having come down 
from the Ladoga. 

17 

36 

Snow and rain. 

18 

40 

Rain. 

19 

31 

Clear, N.W. Bridges replaced, the river being 
clear; but the water rising, the usual alarm 
signals were made, but it subsided without 

* 


overflowing the banks. 

20 

38 

Rain. 

21 

38 

tt 

22 

40 

Foggy. 

23 

42 

Wet, West. 
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1B22 

Faren. 

State of Wind and Weather. 

November 24 

B9 

Wet, S.W. 

25 

11 

Fog, calm. 


its 

Clear. 

26 

iii 

Rain. 


(22 

Snow. 

27 

20 

Strong wind, North. 

28 

17 

SE. Snow at one time. 

29 

23 

»» »> 

30 

37 

Cloudy, S.W. 

December 1 

34 

Wet, S.W. 

2 

34 

Wet and snow. 

3 

30 

Snow and sleet. 

4 

34 

Snow. Sledges used for the first time. 

a 

35 

Dirty, S.W. Sledges laid down again. 

6 

88 

Mild, South. 

7 

36 

ftlazy, West. 

8 

84 

Dirty, S.W. 

9 

36 

Hazy, W est. 

10 

36 

Dryer. 

11 

S3 

Clear. 

12 

33 

., W.N.W. 

13 

34 

Damp, West. 

It 

31 

Frost,thaw, and .now, N.E. 

13 

31 

Wet, SE. 

16 

23 

Sleet and frost. 

17 

25 

Moderate. 

18 

21 

S.W. Bridges removed. 

19 

28 

Dry, West. 

20 

31 

Snow. River impassable. 

21 

23 

Clear. Ice set again in motion, and at length 



finally fixed. 

22 

!6 

Clear, West. 

23 

21 

Snow, East. River crossed by the ice. 


The freezing of the Neva is generally attended 
with much inconvenience, from the bridges being 
obliged to be removed, and the communication be¬ 
tween different parts of the city thereby cut oft". 

The surface of the Ladoga is frozen in the first 
instance, and when wind or any other cause breaks 
it up, and sends the pieces floating with the current 
down the Neva, a good look-out is kept by people 
appointed for the purpose, that masses do not ac¬ 
cumulate at the bows of the boats: the moment a 
piece or pieces too large to pass between them is 
discovered, the bolts which confine the bridge to 
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the Admiralty side arc drawn, the cables of all the 
boats slipped, and the bridge swings most majesti¬ 
cally with the stream, till it comes fairly alongside 
of the opposite bank. The scene of anxiety and 
confusion attending this operation is very amusing 
to the unconcerned spectator. This arises from 
the exertions of different people not to be cut off 
from their homes, and from their attempts to elude 
the vigilance of the sentries placed to prevent their 
passing at the moment when, perhaps, it is neces¬ 
sary to cast off. The devotion with which they 
crossed themselves on reaching the desired side, 
exceeded any thing wc had ever seen in the most 
rigid and superstitious Roman Catholic countries. 
The masses of ice seldom unite till there comes a 
fall of snow, which was the case on the 20th instant. 
Yesterday the police marked the different roads, and 
this morning the passengers, carriages, and horses 
are driving across, as if on terra jirina, whilst people 
arc employed in cutting a canal to allow the bridges 
to be replaced, when all will go on again as usual. 

While the ice was in motion, government boats 
were employed in carrying passengers across, and 
a good deal of address was required on the part of 
the crews to prevent being caught between the 
masses, and carried into the gulf. The floating 
pieces of ice, many of them covered with myriads 
of crows, the boats, the passengers, and the number 
of droskies waiting for them, or soliciting to be 
employed, presented to us a scene of life and activity 
at once novel and amusing. 
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Invitation to Court—Imperial Levy—The Royal Family—Imperial 
Ball and Superb Supper—General Scramble for the Remnants— 
Profusion of Diamonds—Royal Family of Georgia—Fees to Court 
Servants—English Chapel and Chaplain—Celebration of Christ¬ 
mas Day — Grand Illuminations—Masquerades—New Year’s 
Day — Superb Ffete interrupted by a sudden Death —Lying 
in State and Funeral—Death of a Royal Infant—Convent of 
Alexander Nevsky—Cathedral of the Holy Virgin of Casan— 
Costume and Discipline of the Russian Clergy—History of the 
Russian Church—Regulation of the Russian Monasteries and Nun¬ 
neries—Ecclesiastical Establishment and Polity—Church Service 
—Spiritual Schools—The four Fasts—Russian Toleration—Dis¬ 
senters from the Established Church—Sanctification of the Wa¬ 
ters—The Frozen Market—The Game Market—Sledge Travel¬ 
ling toCronstadt—Winter Landscape—Catharinehof—The Fine 
Arts, and Literature—The Observatory—The Gottorp Globe— 
Le Convent des Demoiselles Nobles — Leg Tableaux Vivaus —Viola¬ 
tion of Private Letters at the Post Office—Departure for Revel. 

St. Petersburg, {{January, 1823. 

Our invitation to court was announced to us by 
the following letter from the grand master of the 
ceremonies, addressed to me ; a similar one being 
sent to my brother:— 

“ M. de Kologrivof, Grand Maitre des Cere¬ 
monies, a l’honneur de prevenir Monsieur Jones, 
Capitaine de la Flotte de sa Majeste Britanniquc, 
quil sera presente a leur Majestes les Imperatrices 
demain, Mardi, 12 de ce mois, anniversaire de la 
naissancc de sa Majeste l’Empereur, apres le circle 
du Corps Diplomatique. 

“ Monsieur Jones est invite au bal qui aura lieu 
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le meine jour, chez sa Majeste l’lmperatrice Mere, 
et qui commencera a 7 heures et demie du soir. 

“ Lundi, ce 11 Decembre, 1822 .” 

We arrived at the palace by the door on the quay 
at a little before noon, and were conducted by the 
Meneurs, dressed in scarlet, and caps with black 
ostrich feathers, through several apartments, where 
there were different guards, from the cossack to the 
chevalier guard, all of whom fell in, and presented 
arms, till we came to the Salle de Reunion, in which 
the grand master of the ceremonies and his deputy 
received us, and where we were soon joined by the 
whole Corps Diplomatique in full dress coats, but 
wearing boots, as is the custom with, everybody in 
the morning. 

We were afterwards taken into another apart¬ 
ment, and ranged according to rank, when folding 
doors were thrown open by pages, and an im¬ 
mense cortege of embroidered-coated chamberlains, 
military officers, $-c., made their appearance, pre¬ 
ceding the empresses, who were followed by the 
Grand Duchess Nicholas, the Princess of Wirtem- 
berg, the Queen of Georgia, and the Princess of 
Georgia, besides a number of maids of honour, and 
others. 

The empress immediately approached Sir Charles 
Bagot, he having precedence, and he kissed her 
hand, when she entered into a long conversation 
with him, after which, she passed down the rank, 
talking more or less to every one, till at length she 
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only presented her hand without speaking. When 
she had done with the Corps Diplomatique, the pre¬ 
sentations took place, and when I kissed her hand, 
she asked, in French, if I came by sea? How 
long since I had been employed ? How long I in¬ 
tended to remain, and if Harry was my brother ? 
and finished by saying, she was charmed to make 
my acquaintance. 

The dowager empress followed, as she had done 
throughout the line; and when I had kissed her 
hand, she asked if I had not known her son at 
Plymouth, saying, lie had spoken of me to her, 
and that he was much pleased with England ? If I 
intended to visit Moscow ; and if my brother had 
seen her son at Plymouth ? finishing with the usual 
French compliment, “ Je suis charmic, frc." 

They then quitted the room by an opposite door, 
and wc returned home. The empress is a mild, 
benevolent-looking woman, with an expression of 
melancholy in her eyes, which, at the same time, be¬ 
speak great goodness of heart. She is truly be¬ 
neficent and unaffected, her manners are extremely 
graceful, and she is said to be adored by all classes, 
but never to interfere with public affairs, preferring 
quiet and retirement. 

The dowager has a tall, commanding person, 
holding her head erect, walking with much majesty, 
and is said to affect the air of the late Catharine, 
whom she is not much unlike in person. She was 
richly dressed, and is fond of state and ceremony. 

In the evening we arrived in the ball-room at a 
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little before eight, at which hour precisely the two 
empresses entered; the reigning one, after bowing 
generally to the company, selected the Grand Duke 
Nicholas, and walked a polonoise with him, after 
which she did the same with Sir Charles Bagot, and 
two or three officers of high rank, when she ad¬ 
dressed some of the ladies, and then taking her seat, 
waltzing and quadrilles began. The dowager, upon 
coming in, entered into and continued in conversa¬ 
tion chiefly with the Corps Diplomatique. There 
were five hundred persons present; the two halls 
(St. George’s and the White one) were brilliantly 
illuminated, and the whole had a gay effect: the 
dancing was in the latter, while the former was laid 
out with card and chess tables ; and in a recess on 
each side of the throne, there was a grand display 
of old and massy gold plate, arranged to great ad¬ 
vantage, and from behind which refreshments were 
served to the company by persons who were unseen. 
One salver, of the age of Peter the Great, was or¬ 
namented with anchors and grapnels embossed. 
The empresses occasionally promenaded till eleven, 
and conversed with a select few; when supper was 
announced, and we found it most tastefully arranged, 
as if in an orangery or conservatory, for we ap¬ 
proached the table through alleys of orange trees, 
bearing fruit, and found the tables ornamented with 
the choicest exotic flowers. Two tables forming a 
T, but separated, occupied the centre ; at the upper 
one were the imperial family, chief officers of state, 
full ambassadors, and their ladies. 
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At the lower one sat the Corps Diplomatique, and 
the strangers who had been introduced: the latter 
were only four in number. 

The natives were at different tables, placed to the 
greatest advantage for effect. There was a great 
display of plate, the supper was good, and the wines 
excellent. 

The dowager empress came round, and spoke to 
every person at our table. She asked me if I was 
pleased with it, and thought it magnificent. After 
wc had been about forty minutes at table, the em¬ 
press retired, when a most unexpected, extraordi¬ 
nary, hut amusing scene took place—a general 
scramble for the good things which were left, par¬ 
ticularly at the imperial table. Generals, counts, 
and subs, with their gold-laced coats, pocketing 
without mercy, and struggling to outdo the domes¬ 
tics, who did not appear to pay them much respect, 
or to be willing to allow them to carry off the spoils 
quietly; and in five minutes there was a perfect scene 
of devastation, even the very candles were carried 
off by the attendants, and to the blaze of splendour 
which we had just witnessed, succeeded darkness 
scarcel) visible. 

It is too common to form a judgment of and 
condemn a whole nation from local circumstances ; 
and without reflection one might be led to judge 
harshly of the state of society in this country, from 
the above scene; but upon mature reflection and 
inquiry, this would not be justified. By the custom 
of the country, what has once been put upon the 
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tables at an imperial fete, can never be brought into 
use again for the family, and consequently the frag¬ 
ments become the perquisites of the attendants. 
We know with what devotion and respect the no¬ 
bility have always looked up to the imperial family, 
and consequently they esteem it an honour to pos¬ 
sess any thing which has belonged to them; and 
therefore a father, a brother, or a relation, who may 
he at these fetes, is earnestly invited by the young 
ones who remain at home to bring them some me¬ 
mento from the imperial table, and thus, from the 
most amiable of motives, arises that which appears 
to a stranger, a most disgraceful scramble. The bon 
boils with which a grown up person is filling his 
pockets, are not for his own use, but for the gratifi¬ 
cation of some sister or brother, $-t\, who has not 
had the honour of being at court. You will readily 
conceive, in this climate, and at this season, how 
highly the most beautiful hot-house plants and 
flowers must he prized; the tables, particularly the 
imperial one, are covered with them, and as they 
can never again he returned to the conservatories, 
and as a man, however anxious he may be, cannot 
carry home and present to his family the plant 
entire, he is reduced to the alternative of either not 
gratifying an amiable wish and feeling, or else, with 
ruthless hand to pluck off the flower, and perhaps 
ruin the plant altogether. Thns, what at first ap¬ 
pears a disgraceful scramble, is, in fact, as I have 
before stated, the effect of a most amiable feeling, 
which it is highly honourable to gratify. 
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Dancing recommenced in the ball-room ; but pre¬ 
cisely at midnight the empresses retired, and the 
company separated as fast as they could case them¬ 
selves in their furs (the thermometer being at eleven 
degrees) and find their carriages. Upon the whole 
it was a most pleasant and gratifying evening. The 
gentlemen preponderated in a striking degree over 
the ladies, there not being more than a hundred of 
the latter; it not appearing to follow at all as a 
matter of course, that because the husband is eligi¬ 
ble to be invited, or to attend at court, that his wife 
is also admissible. The dancing was extremely 
elegant; but I cannot say much for the display of 
beauty, whatever I may do for that of diamonds, 
the profusion of which on the persons of the two 
empresses, particularly the dowager, exceeded any 
thing it is possible to imagine. We were particu¬ 
larly struck by the miniature of Paul, encircled with 
large diamonds, which his widow wore at her neck, 
and appeared to take particular pains to expose to 
view, as if she gloried in doing honour to his me¬ 
mory, and delighted to confront his enemies. 

The deposed Georgian royal family was present: 
it consists of the queen, the widow of the Tzar 
George Heraclievitch, her two daughters and two 
sons. The former are said to have been pretty; 
but if so, time, that destroyer of all sublunary things, 
has made dreadful ravages on them. They wore 
small round coifs on their heads, which, as well as 
the rest of their dress, were by no means becoming. 

The princes were in a sort of Russo-Georgian 
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costume, and wearing daggers richly mounted. The 
whole of the family appeared melancholy and un- 
happy; they have precedence next to the imperial 
family; but, deprived of liberty, where can happi¬ 
ness be found ? bondage is still bondage, however 
highly the chains may he gilt: they have been in 
Petersburg ever since 1801, when the tzar, unable- 
to withstand the attacks and intrigues of foreign and 
domestic enemies, surrendered his authority and do¬ 
minions into the hands of Paul, under a stipulation 
of himself and family being handsomely provided for 
in the Russian capital. They all soon arrived at 
Petersburg, with the exception of his fourth son, 
Alexander, who, possessing a high and independent 
spirit, together with an ardent love of his country, 
preferred liberty, although accompanied by every 
privation; and vowing eternal enmity to the Russian 
name and power, he became a wanderer in the sur¬ 
rounding mountains. His enmity is said to in¬ 
crease, and not diminish, by time, although any 
thing like resistance to the power of Russia must 
long since have become perfectly hopeless, even if 
supported by Persia, with the Shah of which he is 
said to be in constant communication, and watch¬ 
ing for a favourable opportunity to endeavour to re¬ 
cover and emancipate his lost territory. The prin¬ 
cess of Wirtemberg was certainly the prettiest 
woman and best dancer in the room, and her father 
(the dowager empress’s brother) was the ugliest 
man, having a large wen on his forehead. 
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The galleries round both the halls were filled 
with spectators; the one in the ball-room with 
those apparently of the common sort, while that of 
the upper room had a display of well-dressed fe¬ 
males. 

Wc were rather surprised next day by a visit 
.from some of the court servants; we gave them 
ten rubles, with which they were perfectly con¬ 
tented. The livery is green, with red cuffs and 
collars, not unlike that of Monsieur in France. 

We have adopted, in every respect, the winter 
costume. The carriage and four is changed for a 
sledge and pair, in which we ride, night and day, 
wrapped up in a bear-skin sliube, fur cap, gloves, and 
boots. The sledge, upon the whole, is ill-contrived 
and uncomfortable, there not being any thing to pro¬ 
tect the occupant from the snow or dirt, which the 
horses kick up behind them : from the foot-pave¬ 
ment being kept clean and sanded, there is an accu¬ 
mulation of sand in the middle of the street, which 
renders driving extremely unpleasant. Some people 
still drive their close carriages, with wheels one-third 
of a circle, and which do not traverse. 

We intended to take a trip to Revel immediately 
after the ball, but the roads are said not to be in 
good order, and the peasantry have just now deli¬ 
vered themselves up to licentiousness and drunken¬ 
ness, which will continue, and render it unsafe to 
travel till after twelfth day. 

Although there is a beautiful English chapel here, 
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and a clergyman handsomely paid by the Russian 
company, the service is performed, and the feasts arc 
kept, not according to the English, but to the Rus¬ 
sian calendar, so that our Christmas-day passed un¬ 
observed as a church rite, but we found true English 
fare and hospitality at the house of a countryman, 
enjoying a high and confidential situation under the 
crown—a house in which we ever find a liberal and 
hearty welcome. 

The Christmas-day of the Greek church was not 
observed in any very particular manner till the 
evening, when an illumination took place ; that is 
to say, earthen pots, with tallow and a lighted 
wick, were placed along the foot-pavement at each 
of the curb stones, which extend through the prin¬ 
cipal streets, and many of the houses and public 
buildings were illuminated in a similar manner; but 
nothing in the shape of a device or variegation was 
to be seen, although we drove through the city about 
nine o’clock, when the illumination was at its height. 

The whole of the windows of the Land Cadet 
Corps and of the Academy of Sciences were lighted, 
and, when viewed from the Isaac Place, had, 
from the great extent of blaze, and their superi¬ 
ority over aU other buildings, rather a grand effect. 
About this period public masquerades were got up; 
we went to two at the Russian theatre, and at the 
American club: we found them badly attended, and 
not kept up with any spirit. An immense number 
of the police were in the rooms, and if anybody 

1 P 2 
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appeared to enliven the scene by a little merriment, 
they directly checked it; and if the person at all 
wished to keep up the joke, he was immediately 
obliged to unmask and give his name, fyc. The en¬ 
trance was five rubles ; there were three bands, and 
refreshments were to be had on reasonable terms. 

On New-year’s-day we went to court in the morn¬ 
ing with the Corps Diplomatique, in order to felici¬ 
tate the empresses, and we had again the honour to 
kiss their hands. It is usual to have a fete on the oc¬ 
casion, and the Grand Vencur Nariskin had issued 
cards, and made extraordinary preparations for en¬ 
tertaining the imperial family, and the principal 
people of Petersburg, in a style of magnificence 
and expense unequalled (at least since the cele¬ 
brated fete given by Potemkin to Catharine in the 
Taurida palace). We were congratulated by every¬ 
body upon the opportunity which it would afFord us 
of seeing Russian splendour and taste. The horn 
music had even been procured from Moscow : in 
short, nothing worthy of the richest subject (and 
indeed a relation of the imperial families) would 
have been wanted for our gratification, when, un¬ 
fortunately, the whole was put a stop to by the 
death of his sister-in-law, the wife of his brother, 
the grand chamberlain, and in lieu of the fete, 
we received the following invitation to attend her 
funeral:— 

“ Le Grand Chambellan Nariskin vous prie de 
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vouloir bicn assister aux fundrailles de son epouse, 
Madame Nariskin, Dame d’honneur de LL. MM. 
II. decedee le 30 Deccinbre, qui auront lieu au 
Couvent de St. Alexandre Nevsky, le 3 Janvier, 
1823, 4 10 heures du matin.” 

The body lay in state in a chapelle ardmte, in the 
house, with mutes and a priest constantly praying 
over it till the evening of the 2nd, when it was pri¬ 
vately removed to the convent, where we arrived 
at the appointed time (the thermometer at four de¬ 
grees below zero), and found the body placed in a 
coffin on a platform, under a canopy, and covered 
with au extraordinarily richly embroidered cloth of 
gold, which is always very expensive, and becomes on 
these occasions the property of the church. On this 
were placed the different Orders of the deceased. 

In about a quarter of an hour the metropolitan, 
attended by two archbishops and ten bishops, made 
his appearance, went up to the altar and kissed the 
paintings of our Saviour, and of the Virgin; after 
which his paraphernalia were brought out, each 
piece being separately blessed, kissed, and put on 
with much ceremony. A fine, flowing head of hair 
appears to be indispensable for arriving at dignity 
in the Greek church : much attention was paid to 
that of the metropolitan while robing him. The 
whole of the sacerdotal habits were rich, but the 
mitres were particularly so in pearls. 

High mass was then performed with much so- 
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lemnity and effect; the vocal music (for instru¬ 
mental is excluded from the Greek church) was 
delightful, producing extraordinary harmony—not 
a note broken, or misplayed in any respect. 

After the mass, the monks made a lane, and the 
metropolitan, the archbishops, and bishops, placed 
themselves round the coffin. Wax tapers were 
put in the hands of everybody; the ceremony 
became very solemn, and the prayer for the dead 
was rehearsed, when the metropolitan went round, 
preceded by incense, and blessed the congregation. 
After which the prayer, “ Hope and Confession of 
a Faithful Christian,” vulgarly called the Passport, 
was read, and placed on the coffin. It is nothing 
more than a meek confession of unworthiness, and 
ends thus:— 

“ And with this faith, in the presence of the ever 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, and of all Holy 
Saints, who are acceptable unto thee, and through 
the prayers of the church, I come unto thee, O Lord, 
without doubt, and at the separation of my soul 
from my body, I beseech thee, O Lord, to receive 
my spirit into thine hands, and, according to thy 
mercy, to admit me into the evangelical beatitude, 
for ever aud ever, Amen.—Year—month—buried 
here.” 

The relations then went round and kissed the 
coffin. Sometimes they kiss the body, but in this 
instance it was, even yesterday, too far gone. It 
was then borne by them to the grave, into which it 
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was lowered with an accompanying prayer. Some 
sugar, raisins, and cake were then set before the altar, 
over which prayers were said; and immediately after¬ 
wards everybody departed sans certmonie, many, I 
dare say, heartily glad to be released, for it was bit¬ 
terly cold. We, however, staid to examine the con¬ 
vent, which is extensive, and the dome is particularly 
fine; but it is chiefly remarkable for containing the 
shrine of the saint, whose name it bears, and who 
was an ancestor of Peter the Great, and a great war¬ 
rior. The monastery was founded, and the body re¬ 
moved into it from Godorctch, about the year 1724. 
The shrine, which was erected by Catharine II., is 
of silver, and is said to weigh eighty pouds, or three 
thousand two hundred and forty pounds : on it is in¬ 
scribed the various victories of the saint, and a lamp 
is kept constantly burning before it. The sacristy 
contains many valuable articles of the communion 
service. 

Near the shrine is a painting, representing the 
reception of the present empress into the bosom of 
the Greek church previous to her marriage in 1793, 
to the then Grand Duke Alexander. It is more 
valuable for the fidelity with which the members of 
the imperial family are delineated, than for its exe¬ 
cution as a work of art. 

In a smaller or winter chapel, there arc several 
monuments with lamps burning before them, for 
which an annual sum is paid to the monks. The two 
daughters of the emperor are buried in it—they both 
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died very young—the death of the last is said to 
have caused an extraordinary sensation, and to have 
elicited stronger marks of displeasure at the father’s 
conduct than might have been expected to have been 
tolerated by a watchful police. But in any country, 
however despotic, it is difficult and dangerous to 
stifle popular feeling, when excited by any strong 
cause, in which the populace think themselves called 
upou as men to declare an opinion. 

The emperor, according to report, was at the 

moment infatuated with Madame-, the child 

became ill, the mother was distracted, and never 
quitted it, while the father was in the arms of 
Madame-; and so anxious were the popu¬ 

lace about both mother and daughter, that the pa¬ 
lace was surrounded by them during an inclement 
night. The emperor was ineffectually sent for ; at 
length the child died in its mother’s arms, and 
when the emperor, upon hearing of it, did arrive, 
such was the public indignation, that he was obliged 
to enter by a private door. So much irritation is 
said afterwards to have taken place between them, 
that the empress made every arrangement for quit¬ 
ting the empire, saying, that either herself or 

Madame - - must leave Russia. In consequence 

Madame-was sent to France, where she is 

educating a daughter she has had by the emperor, who 
has since become gradually more and more attached 
to the empress, and they are now said to live com¬ 
fortably and happily together, showing an example 
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of conjugal felicity to their subjects. It is supposed 

the daughter by Madame-will be married to 

Sheremctof, one of the richest subjects in Russia. 

The principal church in Petersburg is the cathe¬ 
dral of the Holy Virgin of Casan. It is in the 
form of a cross, terminating at each arm with a 
Corinthian portico ; a lofty cupola rises from the 
centre, and the front is received into a semicircular 
colonnade, four columns in depth. Contrary to 
the tenets of their religion, there arc four colossal 
figures of saints near the principal entrance. 

The interior is magnificent, and in every respect 
suited to the purposes of devotion: a mysterious, 
solemn gloom pervades the whole. The columns of 
the aisles are of highly-polished purple granite of 
an immense size ; there are only two monuments 
in it, those of Kutusof and Moreau ; over the latter 
is the baton of Davoust, and various trophies. 

No seats, pews, organs, or other vocal instru¬ 
ments are ever allowed in a Greek church ; conse- 
quently the whole presents one open space, with 
the exception of the altar, called the Sanctum Sanct¬ 
orum , and into which females are never permitted 
to enter. In the middle of the altar stiids the 
Holy Table, upon which a golden or silver cross, 
and a richly-ornamented copy of the Gospels are 
always laid, as no use of a complete copy of the 
Bible is ever made in their churches. They have 
only extracts from the Old Testament and the 
Epistles, and even many of the clergy in the coun- 
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try do not possess an entire copy of the scriptures. 
The congregation do not make use of books. 

The altar is separated from the nave, or body of 
the church, by a screen, upon which pictures of our 
Saviour, the Virgin, the Apostles, and Saints are 
always painted. This screen is called the Ikonostes 
(EIKONOKAA^TH^), * n the middle of which are 
the royal doors, which are opened and shut with great 
pomp and solemnity whenever the bishop retires or 
comes forth to bless the people; which, at the con¬ 
clusion of the service, he does, with a chandelier in 
each hand, one containing three, and the other two 
lighted candles, which "he repeatedly crosses over 
each other in different directions, and, waving them 
towards the congregation, he concludes a final be¬ 
nediction. These chandeliers are symbolical; one 
alludes to the Trinity, and the other to the two 
natures of Christ. The vocal part of the service 
is very fine, and appears to be almost a constant 
repetition of “ Gospodi Pomilui," “ Lord have mercy 
on us.” If the metropolitan performs the service, 
he leaves the church with much, and even military, 
state, while rich and poor crowd round him in order 
to kiss his hand. 

The inner walls and domes of the churches are 
covered with scriptural paintings, which, in general, 
represent the most interesting scenes of our Sa¬ 
viour’s history. They are also ornamented with 
pictures of saints, adorned with pearls, gold, silver, 
and precious stones. The Glories are of the shape 
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of horse-slioes, and produce a singular effect: before 
these the people are continually crossing, bowing, 
and even sometimes prostrating themselves. There 
are more saints in the Greek calendar than there are 
days in the year. 

The whole body of the clergy are dressed in the 
wide, flowing robes of the orientals, and are obliged 
to wear long beards and their hair floating upon their 
shoulders: this gives them a reverend appearance 
which tends not a little to impress the vulgar with 
false ideas of their sanctity, and also becomes a bar 
to their having a free intercourse with people of a 
different condition. To change the dress of the 
clergy, however, would prove difficult, for the people 
look upon it as holy—as the manner in which Christ 
and his apostles were arrayed, and therefore the 
only habit in which his ambassadors should appear. 
When not employed in their holy office they are, 
however, looked upon by the common Russian with 
contempt, borderiug on disgust, and he conceives it 
a most unfortunate omen to meet a priest upon 
leaving his house to repair to his daily occupation, 
and would at any time walk a mile to avoid one. 

The priests are enjoined to marry; but if the wife 
of a priest die he can not marry again, from whence 
arises the Russian proverb, “ to be as well cherished 
as a priest’s wife.” 

All religions are tolerated in Russia, but if a ca¬ 
tholic or other religionist marries a woman of the 
Greek church, the issue of the marriage must be 
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brought up in her faith, and this is perfectly coin- 
pulsatory. 

The Russians were pagans till the year 988, when 
Vladimir embraced Christianity, as professed by the 
Eastern Greek church. With all its ordinary rites 
and ceremonies, it has been preserved in nearly the 
same state in which it was received by these people 
whom Vladimir forced in a very summary manner 
to become proselytes—much in the same way a^ 
was more recently adopted by our Eighth Henry, 
though certainly from purer motives. 

After the conversion, civilization soon made rapid 
progress in Russia, particularly by the means of 
learned foreigners who were invited to settle in the 
empire, in order to propagate the newly-embraced 
faith, and to fill the chief offices of the church. 
But it was not till the accession of the pH sent 
dynasty of Romanof to the throne in 1613, that 
general civilization became an object of the first 
importance with government, an object which each 
succeeding sovereign has pursued with unceasing 
and laudable anxiety, particularly the Great Peter, 
Catharine II. and his present enlightened and bene¬ 
ficent majesty. 

The clergy possessing almost exclusively the 
learning of the empire, took, as might naturally be 
expected, a very prominent station not only in society 
but in the state, the power of the patriarch being 
almost equal to that of the tzar, after whom betook 
the first seat, and had a chief voice in all the affairs 
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of the empire, both civil and religious. Without 
his blessing neither war was declared nor peace 
concluded. From these peculiar privileges and the 
influence possessed by the patriarch over the clergy 
and people, it not unfrcqucntly happened that he 
opposed his voice to that of the tzar and nobles in 
national affairs of importance, for no other reason 
than because he had not been \ reviously consulted. 
On this account, Peter the Great, on the death of the 
last patriarch Adrian, in 1700, holished the patriar¬ 
chal office, and appointed an ex-arcli or viceregent 
of the liolj see, with limited powers ; but in 1721 he 
also abolished this latter office, and in place of it in¬ 
stituted the Holy Legislative Synod, and furnished 
it with instructions for the governmi.nt of spiritual 
affairs under his own particular cognizance. The 
number of this Synod is now indefinite, and the 
choice and appointment of its members depend en¬ 
tirely on the will of the sovereign. At the head of 
the Holy Legislative Synod there is always a layman, 
denominated the Ober Procurator, who is consi¬ 
dered as sitting there on the part of the crown, and 
he has a negative on all its resolutions, till laid before 
the emperor. The whole government and spiritual 
concerns of the church are vested in the Holy Synod 
established at Petersburg; but subordinate branches 
of it are to be found in nearly every district—govern¬ 
ment, and the ministers of religion are now probably 
amongst the most faithful and obedient servants 
of the crown. The greater part of the superior 
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clergy at the present day are men of learning, and 
many of them are possessed of distinguished abilities. 
Their theological writings, especially of late years, 
have done honour to their profession and country; 
but unfortunately for their literary reputation they 
write in a language which is unknown to the other 
nations of Europe, and an eminent author has said, 
"that the superior clergy of Russia are men whose 
candour, modesty, and truly primitive simplicity of 
manners, would have illustrated the first ages of 
Christianity.” 

The clergy are divided into regular and secular. 
The former are all monks, and the latter are the 
parochial clergy. 

The superior clergy are divided into metropolitans, 
archbishops, and bishops, who are indiscriminately 
styled archires; promotion to which rank depends 
entirely on the will of the sovereign. After the 
archires, the next in order of dignity are those called 
the black clergy, to which class belong the archi¬ 
mandrites or chiefs of monasteries, from amongst 
whom the bishops are always chosen; also the hegu- 
mins (rulers) chiefs of small convents of which they 
have thi direction, teromonachs (monks who are 
priests), and terodiacens (monks who are deacons) 
who perform divine service in the monasteries, and 
last of all the monks. All the black clergy, and 
also the archires, according to the regulations of the 
Greek church, are obliged to lead rigid and recluse 
lives, are forbidden animal food, and are not per- 
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mitted to marry after entering into this order. 
They compose the regular clergy and consider 
themselves superior to the secular priests in respect 
both of rank and learning, for the whole power 
and dignity of the Russian church are exclusively 
vested in them. 

The secular priests are called the white clergy, 
and consist of Proto-popes, Priests, and Deacons, to¬ 
gether with the Readers and Sacristans. According 
to the statement published by the Holy Synod in 
1805, the number of Proto-popes, Priests, and Dea¬ 
cons in actual employ was forty-four thousand four 
hundred and eighty-seven, and of Readers and Sa¬ 
cristans, fifty-four thousand two hundred and thirty- 
nine. 

The Proto-popes, Priests, and Deacons must all 
have been educated in the spiritual schools, and 
roust be married before they can be ordained to 
these offices, but they are restricted from marrying 
widows. The death of their wives, however, docs 
not, as formerly, prevent their officiating as priests, 
though they are not allowed to marry a second time. 
But they are at liberty to enter into the order of the 
black clergy by becoming monks, and thus the way 
is open before them to the first dignities of the 
Russian church. Those again who desire to marry 
a second time, must first resign their office in the 
priesthood, and are for ever excluded from that 
order, the members of which, by an order of Peter 
the Great, were, in consequence of their great irre- 
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gularities, registered, and are now obliged to send 
their sons to the spiritual schools to receive a suit¬ 
able education for the ministry, none being admit¬ 
ted to the offices of secular priests but the sons of 
the.clergy. Hence many thousands of these men 
have entered into the priestly order not from choice 
but necessity, yet many of them are learned and 
worthy characters: their dirties are particularly 
laborious. The service of the church must regu¬ 
larly be performed three times a day, and which 
from its excessive length, together with the nume¬ 
rous and complicated ceremonies attending the 
administration of baptism, marriage, burial of the 
dead, visiting of the sick, <J-c., leaves them but little 
leisure for study. To these causes may be attributed 
that want of zeal and activity in advancing the true 
interests of religion and morality, which in general 
forms such a conspicious feature in the character of 
the Russian clergy. 

Among their peculiar privileges may be mentioned 
their complete exemption from all civil taxes. They 
are also exempted from corporal punishment, even 
in the case of committing capital crimes. 

The v ‘adorn of Peter the Great is in nothing more 
conspicuous than in the prudent regulations which 
he introduced into the monasteries and nunneries of 
Russia, and in the restrictions which he laid upon 
entering into the monastic state. These since his 
time have effectually remedied the disorders which 
had formerly prevailed among the monks and nuns. 
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and prevented indolent peasants and others from 
abandoning society, a practice so injurious to the 
interests of the community in every nation, but par¬ 
ticularly so in Russia, where the population, in pro¬ 
portion to the extent of territory, is still so small, 
not being one-twelfth of what she is capable of sup¬ 
porting, or amounting to only fifty-three million in¬ 
stead of to six hundred and thirty-six million souls. 
$ In consequence of which, the rage that formerly 
prevailed in Russia for the monastic life, has been so 
effectually suppressed, that at the present day the 
monasteries and nunneries of the empire, in com¬ 
parison of what they formerly were, are literally 
deserted, for in three hundred and eighty-seven 
monasteries we find no more than four thousand 
nine hundred- and one monks; and in ninety-one 
nunneries, one thousand six hundred and ninety-six 
nuns. The monastic order cannot, however, be 
altogether abolished without an essential change in 
the constitution of the church, for the higher ranks 
of the clergy can only be chosen from amongst the 
monks, who are all of the order of St. Basil: the de¬ 
grees are those of probationer, proficient, and per¬ 
fect. The order and discipline are the same in the 
nunneries as in the monasteries ; the former at pre¬ 
sent are properly nothing but asylums for aged or 
unfortunate females who there spend the remainder 
of their days in retirement, most of them usefully 
employed. It would be altogether inconsistent with 
justice and truth, to consider them as belonging to 
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those retreats of licentiousness and vice, covered with 
the black veil of feigned devotion, of which we have 
so many shocking accounts in ecclesiastical history. 

The whole Russian empire is divided into thirty- 
six diocesses or eparchies, which in extent are nearly 
the same as the divisions of the empire, into pro¬ 
vinces or governments. In these there are four 
hundred and eighty-three cathedrals, and twenty-six 
thousand five hundred and ninety-eight churches. 

Both in monasteries and parish churches the 
service is performed three times a day. The greater 
part of the service consists of psalms and hymns, 
which according to the regulation ought to he sung, 
blit arc now mostly read. The length of the ser¬ 
vice has also given rise to the unintelligible manner 

in which most of it is now performed, for the priests 
« 

and readers, in order to get the more quickly through 
it, have fallen into the practice of reading the hymns 
and prayers so quickly and in such a tone of voice 
as renders the greater part of them impossible to be 
understood by the congregation. 

The number of spiritual schools in different parts 
of the empire is fifty-eight, of which four are aca¬ 
demies, thirty-six seminaries, and eighteen inferior 
schools; in which latter the Russian language, arith¬ 
metic, and the doctrines of Christianity, are the chief 
subjects of study. By an imperial Ukaz of 1802, a 
medical class was ordered to be instituted in all the 
academics and seminaries of the clergy, and the 
several branches of learning taught in these schools 
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at present, are grammar, rhetoric, natural and moral 
philosophy, divinity, some branches of mathema¬ 
tics, history, and geography, in the Latin and Russ 
languages. In the four academies, and in some of 
the seminaries, the Hebrew, Greek, German, and 
French languages are also studied. 

There are properly no regular academical degrees 
in the seminaries of the clergy; but, 1 understand, 
it is under consideration to introduce the same mode 
of education, and the same academical honours which 
now exist in the universities and civil academies. 

These schools have always been of essential ad¬ 
vantage to the empire, not only as nurseries for 
those who are to fill the clerical office, but as they 
have produced many individuals, by whose services, 
in various civil departments, society at large has 
been highly benefited. 

At present, indeed, there is hardly an institution 
for education in any part of the empire, in which 
some of the young men brought up in these semi¬ 
naries, are not to be, found holding the office of 
teachers; and since the year 1780 more than eight 
thousand of them have been permitted to enter into 
the civil service of their country. On the whole, 
there are said to be fifty-two thousand scholars in 
the different clerical schools of the empire. The 
mode of living in these seminaries is in every re¬ 
spect monastic ; for the teachers and overseers are 
all monks, who have introduced into them a degree 
of abstemiousness in respect to diet, and of sloven- 
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liness in dress, and in other accommodations, which 
are detrimental and not beneficial, as they pretend, 
to literary pursuits. 

Platon, the Russian Archbishop, says of fasting, 
that it is a denial of our appetites, by restraining 
their impetuosity, and subjecting them to reason. 
In order to restrain our appetites, it is good some¬ 
times to refrain from food, thereby to bridle the 
animal desires, which by luxury and gratification arc 
rendered more ungovernable, and thereby the soul 
is brought into a state of debility: indeed, abstinence 
is carried to such a pitch in this country, as to give 
rise to a saying, that “ Russians think the only way 
to heaven is by starvation.” 

In the (ireek church there are in the year four 
great fasts, or lents. During these fasts the Russians 
are not permitted to swallow flesh, milk, eggs, or 
butter, but confine themselves to vegetables, bread, 
and fish fried in oil. The fast before Easter is re¬ 
gulated by that moveable feast: it continues eight 
weeks, and is called the quadrigesimal. In the first 
week they live upon butter, eggs, milk, fyc., and ab¬ 
stain only from meat; it is called maslonitza, that 
is, butt r week, and may be looked upon as their 
carnival, it being spent in public diversions. The 
next is called St. Peter’s fast, and lasts from the 
Monday after Whitsunday, to the 29th of June, 
and, consequently, is sometimes longer and some¬ 
times shorter. The fast of the blessed Virgin is 
immovable ; it begins always on the 1st, and con- 
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tinues till the 15th day of August. St. Philip’s is 
also immovable, beginning on the 15th of No¬ 
vember, and continuing to the 26th of December. 
Besides these, the usual fast-days are, the Wed¬ 
nesdays and Fridays throughout the year. These 
institutions were originally intended for monas¬ 
teries ; but the second and seventh precept of the 
church impose them upon all members alike, ex¬ 
cept that monastics are never allowed to eat flesh. 
All the fasts are in general strictly kept by the com¬ 
mon people, but few of the nobility observe any of 
them, except the first or last week of the great 
fast before Easter, when they arc about to take the 
communion. 

The Russians of all ranks are in general void of 
that persecuting rancour against other religious 
persuasions, which is so characteristic of Roman 
Catholics ; and though they adhere strictly to the 
doctrines and ceremonies of their own church, 
not only the laity, but even the clergy, are far from 
thinking there is no salvation without her pale. 
The government, as has been elsewhere observed, 
is most tolerant, permitting every sect to rear 
its own temple, in the most public manner, as is 
fully developed in this city. But independent of 
foreigners, it is supposed that there arc not less 
than two millions of Russian dissenters from the 
mother church. These are known under the general 
appellation of Raskolniks or schismatics, but they 
are subdivided into many different sects, the chief of 
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which are the Popoftschins, or those whose priests 
have been brought up in the mother church, but 
have left her communion. The next are the Bez- 
popoftschins, who either have no regular priests at 
all, or refuse to acknowledge as such those who have 
been ordained in the established church. The first 
authentic record of these sects only goes back to the 
beginning of the fifteenth century, at a time when 
the nation was groaning under the yoke of Ma¬ 
hometan oppression, and the affairs of the church 
as well as of the state were involved in confusion. 
After the expulsion of the Tartars, an attempt was 
made by Vasilic Ioansvitch to correct the numerous 
errors, which, through the multiplication of tran¬ 
scripts, and the ignorance of copyists, had crept 
into the manuscript-books, containing the Christian 
church-service; at which the sectarians, or dissenters 
from the mother church, appear to have taken great 
alarm. They seem to have carried their opposition 
to such a length, and to have made so many and 
violent converts, as to have caused great uneasiness 
to government, and to the ministers of the esta¬ 
blished church. From both of these they have at 
different times suffered much persecution, even till 
the early part of the reign of Catharine II.; when 
to their fanaticism must be attributed much of the 
early success attending the extraordinary rebellion of 
Pugatsliof. Some time after its suppression, Catha¬ 
rine ceased to persecute these sectarians; since which 
they have been amongst the most orderly of subjects, 
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and at present their difference with the national 
church does not properly relate to the grand articles 
of faith. They, like the established church, hold 
the Nicene creed to be the standard of their belief, 
but they refuse to join the established church, be¬ 
cause they say, that in the time of the patriarch 
Nikon, about 1660, the church-books and cere¬ 
monies were in many places changed, and heretical 
practices and opinions introduced. The contest, 
accordingly, between the greater part of the Ras- 
kolniks and the church is, not whether pictures 
should be used iu divine worship, but whether the old 
or new ones should be made use of; it is not whether 
upwards of twenty volumes folio, containing their 
clmrcli-scrvice, teach doctrines agreeable to the 
word of God, but whether they should hold the 
old manuscript copies of them to be correct, or 
receive those which had been corrected and printed 
in the time of Nikon. After the various unsuc¬ 
cessful attempts which had been made by govern¬ 
ment to bring the Raskolniks again into the bosom 
of the church, Catharine in 1785, published a 
manifesto, in which permission is granted to them 
to use the old manuscript-books ; and they are en¬ 
treated to receive regularly-ordained priests from 
the mother church. This proposal has been em¬ 
braced, as has been before observed, by the one 
sect, but not by the other; however, all open perse¬ 
cution has since ceased. Most of the opulent 
Russian merchants are dissenters, who style them- 
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selves Starovertsi, or believers of the old faith; to 
which name, however, a very general odium is 
attached. 

The Roman Catholic religion is held in great 
abhorrence, and all the Greek churches are sur¬ 
mounted with a St. Andrew’s, instead of a St. 
George’s cross, and the people cross themselves 
from the right instead of from the left breast; in 
both cases merely to differ from the papists. 

The great ceremony of the sanctification of the 
waters, usually performed upon a river, is in remem¬ 
brance of our Saviour’s baptism, as well as of our 
own, and the place of performance is called Jordan: 
it usually takes place on twelfth-day. It was for¬ 
merly attended with great pomp and state, but from 
the severe inconvenience felt from the extreme cold 
at that season, it has of late lost much of its splen¬ 
dour and solemnity, and this was the case when we 
witnessed it. A temple of wood was erected on the 
ice of the Neva, and it was hung round with sacred 
pictures, in allusion to the baptism of our Lord in 
the river Jordan ; in the centre of the temple a hole 
was cut in the ice. The bishop, after having blessed 
the water, by immersing the holy cross in it, took 
some in a dish, and with it made the sign of the 
cross on the foreheads of all the clergy and prin¬ 
cipal persons present; after which the clergy drank 
a little of it, and, on a signal being made, a salute 
was fired from the fortress : formerly, all the troops 
were drawn out on the ice, but on this occasion, 
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only «t few were out, and merely the colours of the 
different regiments. 

We went early to the palace, in order to see the 
procession leave the chapel, and pass down the 
grand staircase, where the two empresses and all 
the females quitted it, in order to take their stations 
at the windows of the apartments of Prince Vol- 
skonsky. After the clergy, came the (mind Dukes 
Nicholas and Michael, followed by a few military 
officers. However, there was a superb cortege of 
the court servants, in grand tenue, the two hussars 
of the dowager empress bringing up the rear, and 
who, as soon as the benediction was over, returned 
to the palace, with two silver tankards filled with 
the water. 

There was also a general rush of the spectators 
to procure bottles full of it, or to dip their heads 
in and cross themselves, when an alarm was given, 
that the ice was breaking, and a momentary con¬ 
sternation took place, but which their superstitious 
devotion soon conquered. 

The weather was dreadfully cold, the thermo¬ 
meter standing at six degrees below zero, yet the 
priests and dukes remained without their hats; 
however, many people kept theirs on, and we were 
glad to follow their example : the whole ceremony 
lasted about half an hour. The dispensing with the 
attendance of the military is very wise, for I have 
been credibly informed, that it was usually followed 
by numbers going to the hospital, half of whom died. 
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As I have before remarked, a mild winter is a 
curse instead of a blessing to this country, as the 
supplies for Petersburg and Moscow are brought on 
sledges in a frozen state; and a general market, 
called the frozen market, is held the three days im¬ 
mediately preceding Christmas, when it closes. 
Although this cannot be called a mild winter, 
it continued open unusually late, which has been 
equally prejudicial to the preservation and trans¬ 
port of provisions, in consequence of which, the 
frozen market here has not been so extensive, or 
so well attended as usual. We visited it every day, 
and witnessed a very novel scene. It was held in 
an open field outside of the town, to the eastward. 
There were one thousand four hundred sledges, di¬ 
vided into five lines, in which the various articles 
were regularly and tastefully disposed; the arrange¬ 
ment consisted in making them stand by them¬ 
selves in ridiculous attitudes ; they comprised chiefly 
hogs, whole oxen, sheep, and calves, the three 
last decapitated; geese, ducks, fowls, eggs, and 
butter: a few shops sold linen. Some of the meat 
looked tolerably good; but the poultry, in general, 
was disgusting, from not having been properly 
frozen in the first instance, or (perhaps owing to 
the extreme variableness of the weather) from its 
having been thawed and frozen several times : be 
that as it may, the first day’s sale was heavy, the 
second more animated, and by sun-set on Christmas 
eve, when it closed, the whole had been disposed of. 
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The police were always in attendance, but there 
did not appear to be any disputes, nor did wc 
observe a single person in a state of inebriety, 
although it is said to be generally a drunken and 
quarrelsome time. 

Besides the above market, there is in the town 
one called the game market, where not only 
game, but poultry of every description is sold 
throughout the winter. We always find the whole 
in excellent order, the continual quantity of which 
surprises us a good deal, as it never seems to di¬ 
minish. It arrives in wholesale, packed up in 
mats, and when exposed, is immediately bought 
up by factors, and subsequently sold to the retail 
dealers. 

Adjoining this market is another, entirely appro¬ 
priated to living, small birds, pigeons, and fancy 
fowls, which all appear lively, notwithstanding the 
severity of the weather, and their troughs being 
filled with snow. Some of the fowls are loose and 
running about indiscriminately with cats. 

That provisions arc at a moderate price, you will 
readily imagine, from the account I have already 
given of the rate and manner of our living, when it 
is considered that Mr. Page, our landlord, in com¬ 
mon with everybody else, pays enormously for house 
rent, and for a tax on his license. 

On the 21st, by way of making a trial of our 
ability to stand the sledge travelling, wc went down 
to Cronstadt over the ice, the thermometer standing 
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at twelve degrees of Reaumur. We found the 
road tolerably good, and marked off by poles, with 
square plates of tin or iron to represent, and in fact 
they are called, flags. The distance is twenty-two 
versts, which we performed with a pair of miserably 
looking horses, in one hour and a half. Our ser¬ 
vant insisted upon standing up behind, although we 
wished him to have a place in front. We had occa¬ 
sionally spoken to him during the drive, but as we 
approached Cronstadt, our attention was so much 
occupied by the interesting scene before us, that we 
forgot him, and you will readily imagine our horror 
on our arrival at the barrier, and having our pass¬ 
port demanded, to find him missing, and one of his 
gloves hanging iu the loop. No trace could be 
discovered of him, and we imagined him either to 
have fallen oft' in a fit, or from the effect of cold ; 
in either case his death was too probable: however, 
fortunately as we were about to retrace our steps in 
search of him, he was discovered at a distance com¬ 
ing towards us. It appeared, that on passing a 
ridge or rut, he was jolted off, and before he could 
recover himself, we were, from our velocity, out of 
hearing: hickily he had not received any injury. 
During my anxiety about him, I had unconsciously 
remained without my gloves ; the circulation of the 
hlood in the fingers became stopped, and in re¬ 
storing it I suffered inconceivable pain, for which, 
however, upon going outside of the mole, I was 
amply repaid by the unprecedented sight of a vessel 
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sailing into it: she was a ketch, which had been 
caught in the ice, at the distance of thirteen versts. 
A man had undertaken for six thousand rubles, to 
cut out a passage for her, which he was just com¬ 
pleting as we arrived, and as the wind was light and 
fair, she had her sails set to keep her close up as 
they cut and sawed the ice. It was not more in 
general than a foot'thick, hut in some places where 
the sea had been agitated, they had found it as much 
as seven, and in consequence of this being unex¬ 
pected, the contractor would hardly clear his ex¬ 
penses. The ice was first cut with axes, and then 
sawed by an instrument which worked at the upper 
part with a handle, and at the lower by a rope. 

We walked a considerable distance into the gulf, 
and were in earnest conversation, when we were sur¬ 
prised by a loud report, as if a heavy gun had been 
fired at us, from one of the pile batteries to which 
we were near, but on looking, we could not perceive 
any smoke or person; however, we instantly disco¬ 
vered a crack, flying along before us in the ice, and 
proceeding from the air forcing its way up. This is 
said to be very common in North America, and indi¬ 
cative of firmness, so we easily reconciled ourselves to 
it, and did not allow our walk to be disturbed. Near 
the shore, we found a good deal of snow accumu¬ 
lated. Wild provided us, as he did the last time, 
with excellent cheer, and we soon forgot our dan¬ 
gers and fatigues, though we could not help con¬ 
trasting the difference of scene presented at our 
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two visits. On the former all was life and anima¬ 
tion, the mole filled with vessels, cither taking in 
their cargoes or getting under weigh with them 
complete, while the town was enlivened with their 
crews and passengers—on the present occasion, the 
merchants* mole was empty, and presented, as well 
as the shore, one unvarying surface of white, with 
hardly a soul to be seen moving about the town. 
We, however, visited the public garden and the ob¬ 
servatory. In the former is a good bust of Peter 
the Great; the grounds are said to be prettily laid 
out, and in summer, to have a pleasing effect, when 
it becomes a point of rendezvous in the evenings, 
and a band is always in attendance. The latter 
affords a source of amusement and instruction to 
the officers and their families, as the professor, a 
Dane, delivers public lectures on astronomy. Last 
year, from the mildness of the winter, there was so 
much delay and difficulty in sending down the sup¬ 
plies for the use of the island, that everybody 
underwent the most severe privations, and many, in 
attempting to reach the main land, narrowly escaped 
with their lives. 

The morning of our return was equally cold, and 
before starting, one of our horses fell down from the 
severity of the frost. However, our driver soon put 
him in motion, and his blood in circulation, when 
we returned here by the way of Oranienbaum, a 
distance of forty versts, in four hours. Like Cron- 
stadt, we found the road very different from the 
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former trip; there had been a fog in the morning, 
and all the branches of the trees were most beauti¬ 
fully incrustcd with a coat of ice, giving them the 
appearance of white coral; the weeping birch pre¬ 
sented a particularly elegant and soft appearance. 
The beards of all the mujuks which we passed were 
perfectly white from the same cause. 

We stoptatthe fourth verst from St. Petersburg, 
to examine the imperial foundery, which is under the 
direction of Mr. Clark, who has some clever work¬ 
men about him: they were making a steam-engine. 
A good deal of brass work is also done, and they 
make very good casts in iron, after the ancient 
masters. There are three hundred men employed, 
who have every thing except clothes found them, 
besides which, they receive a ruble a day. The 
situation is extremely low, and in wet weather is 
difficult of access. 

Catharinehof lies more to the left, and nearer to 
the city; it is well wooded, and derives its name 
from a house which was built by Peter for his 
second wife, and in which, as usual, some of his 
wearing apparel is still preserved. Near the house 
stands an extensive sugar refinery, the property of 
Mr. Mollwo, an enterprising, intelligent German 
merchant, who refines about two million of pounds 
a year, besides distilling a considerable quantity of 
brandy: most of the foremen arc Germans. For 
the encouragement of this, and similar establish¬ 
ments, the importation of lump or crushed sugar is 
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prohibited, much to the injury of our West India 
interests, as, from some cause or other, our sugar is 
considered too pure, while that from the Havannah 
or Brazils, brought chiefly in American vessels, sup¬ 
plies the market. I rather think, before the prohibi¬ 
tion, our merchants imported it so nearly refined, 
that it came into general use, without the assistance 
of the Russian refiners, who complained of the abuse, 
and the importation was stopped altogether. As they 
cannot, however, supply sufficient for general con¬ 
sumption, our sugars must find their entrance either 
by fair or illicit means. It is but too probable 
that the very inadequate manner in which all the 
servants of government are paid, renders the latter 
a matter of very little difficulty; although every 
now and then severe examples are made of the de¬ 
linquents, and upon the return of the emperor, it 
is said that many changes will take place, extending 
even to the minister of finance, who has hesitated to 
send the desired remittances to Verona, and wishes 
the expense of the army to/be reduced. 

Although the national debt of Russia amounts only 
to fifty million sterling (half of which is the paper 
money in circulation), the finances are certainly in 
a very bad state, as may be inferred from the rate of 
exchange (ten instead of forty), and the government 
is much distressed for money, everybody being 
kept in arrear. What resources does the country 
not possess, if the emperor had wise and able minis¬ 
ters about him, who knew how, and felt inclined to 
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bring them properly into action. Little can be said 
for native talent, foreigners being at the head of 
many of the principal offices of state, and of nearly 
all the establishments which require ability, and 
mainly contribute to the prosperity of a nation. We 
have, however, in private life, met with two natives, 
who do honour to the country, both from their own 
talents, and from the trouble and expense they arc 
at to bring forward the talents of others wherever 
discovered. The first is Orloski, celebrated for the 
able productions of his pencil, and to whom the 
world is indebted for almost the only correct and 
faithful delineation of the costumes of Russia now 
extant. lie has a very curious and extensive mu¬ 
seum, but chiefly composed of exotic objects, which 
it would take up too much time to enumerate. I 
must, however, mention two Grecian shields of great 
antiquity and value, and the sword of Joseph II., 
of Germany, with the whole pedigree of the house 
from Ctesar, traced on the blade, and with a short 
account of each descendant. There is also a head 
of a child in the greatest possible agony, receiving 
the bite of a tarantula; it is cut out of a solid piece 
of wood, and the expression of anguish must be 
seen to be credited. Mr. Orloski is very civil and 
kind in shewing his museum to strangers. He is 
particularly patronised by the Grand Duke Constan¬ 
tine, iri whose palace he has extensve apartments. 

The other is Mr. Svignine, known in this country 
by an account of Moscow, which he hastily pub- 
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lished when that city excited so much interest in 
1812; he has also published an interesting account 
of St. Petersburg and its environs, besides being 
concerned in a newspaper as an editor. He has 
an interesting and extensive museum, but he dif¬ 
fers from Orloski, inasmuch as he rejects every 
thing which is not native. 

There are some good paintings, and extraordi¬ 
narily fine carved work by Russian peasants; and 
a bust of the emperor by a peasant which would 
not disgrace the chisel of a Praxiteles. 

Mr. Svignine hearing that this man had a turn for 
drawing, desired a specimen of his talents, with 
which he was so much pleased, that he made him 
cast in dav, and chisel in marble, a bust of the em¬ 
peror, which, when finished, he presented to the 
empress, and while she was admiring it, the emperor 
came in, and expressed his approbation of the sculp¬ 
tor, supposing he had been brought up at the aca¬ 
demy of sciences. But when informed that he was 
only a slave, he wrote to the master to buy him ; 
the master presented him to the emperor, who has 
sent him to Rome to study, under Thorwaldsen, as 
the first oculptor since the death of Canova. 

There arc also valuable collections of medals and 
coins^t amongst the latter are the silver bar from 
which the first ruble was cut and derived its name, and 
a piece of money which Peter obliged every person 
who was not shaved, to pay at the barrier before 
entering Petersburg ; thus endeavouring to extort 
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obedience to his wishes from their avarice, whcu 
every other means had failed. 

We repaired to the observatory by appointment, 
in order to be conducted over it by the professor. 
He received ns in his robe de chambre, with an apo¬ 
logy for not being able to accompany us, as the 
German gazettes had just arrived, and he was obliged 

to attend to them immediately; it appearing that 

lie is editor of a Russian gazette, and in order to 
give it priority of intelligence, foreign papers are 
always sent to him from the post-office, that he 
may cull from them before they are given to the 
public. I endeavoured to draw him into conver¬ 
sation, connected with his astronomical situation, 
and succeeded so far, that at length he said the 
papers could wait, and that he would have the plea¬ 
sure of conducting us himself into the observatory, 
if we would stay till he sliubcd himself, and he soon 
returned with a light but warm one, it being lined 
with the skins of unborn Astracan lambs, the warm¬ 
est and most expensive that are to be met with. 
Wc first of all passed through the printing-room, 
where we found a number of military invalids or 
valetudinary soldiers, employed striking off copies 
of the “ Ephemeris,” which he candidly acknow¬ 
ledged was copied from ours, as was also, he said, 
the French “ Connoissance des Temps.” 

We found a good collection of instruments, nearly 
all made by English artists: he lamented that the 

climate and atmosphere of this city afforded but 

2H 2 
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few opportunities for making observations; “ but,” 
said he, “ coine up stairs and I will show you the 
finest telcseope in the world, it is made by your 
countryman Dollond.” We accordingly ascended, 
and found nothing but one of his common night- 
glasses : the professor appeared surprised, and a 
long altercation took place between him and the 
attendant, at the close of which he said, “ I ain 
sorry, but some alterations have rendered it neces¬ 
sary to remove it within these few days.” 

We remarked that a Russian gentleman who was 
with us was highly amused, and he afterwards told 
us, that so little did the professor attend to his office, 
or know what occurred in the observatory, that in¬ 
stead of the telescope having being removed within 
a short period, it had been missing upwards of two 
years. From this we could easily imagine him more 
attentive to his editorial than to his astronomical 
duties. But such deviations are by no means un¬ 
common ; and we were not surprised when he told 
us, that he had just been consulted by the Grand 
Duke Nicholas, as to the appointment of a successor 
to the professor at Abo, who had lately committed 
suicide, after losing his senses from drinking. This 
is the person who, we remarked on our visit to that 
observatory, had so shamefully neglected and ex¬ 
posed to the touch of the public the beautiful in¬ 
struments which had been lately received from 
Munich. Expressing a wish to see the Gottorp 
globe, he said it was not worth the trouble ; but we 
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being of a different opinion, he wished ns a good 
morning, sending however a person to conduct us 
to it. 

It is contained in a room built for the purpose, 
and measures about fourteen feet in diameter, the 
outer surface representing a terrestrial globe, and 
tbe inside a planetarium. It is entered by stairs, 
and within are seats round a table, and a globe in the 
centre representing the sun. Beneath the table is 
an endless screw, by means of which the globe is 

turned, and presents all the movements of the celes¬ 
tial bodies. It has been in its present situation 
since the year 1755. The room is in a very ne¬ 
glected state, and so little i.s curiosity excited, that 
it is by no means uncommon to meet with high and 
well-informed persons who have never seen it. From 
the top of the observatory the view of the city is 
remarkably fine, and from it was taken the pano¬ 
ramic view which was exhibited in London. We 
were glad to find that the professor was not indif¬ 
ferent to the exertions and ultimate success of my 
friend, our enterprising countryman. Captain Parry, 
of whom he spoke with much respect, as did also 
Commodore Kreuzenstern, whom we were intro¬ 
duced to at the last court ball. He is a remarkably 
modest man, and in his appearance reminded us of 
our immortal Nelson. But their Nelson whom we 
also met there, is Admiral Crown, an Englishman, 
of about five feet high, who, arriving at Cronstadt 
in Catharine’s time, when they were under some 
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alarm from the Swedish fleet, was induced to quit 
the merchantman he brought out, and enter their 
service, in the command of a cutter, with which he 
soon took a Swedish brig, and in the brig captured 
a frigate, and, strange as it may appear, in the frigate 
he ultimately took, or at least caused to be taken, 
a line-of-battle ship near Sweaborg. Such unpre¬ 
cedented activity, gallantry, and success, of course 
procured him rapid promotion, and all the military 
orders he was eligible to, accompanied by a full 
share of envy and jealousy, which he has contrived 
to baffle if not frustrate, and is now considered their 
first sea-going admiral in the Baltic, and is conse¬ 
quently always called upon when service is required. 
He is an eccentric man, and many anecdotes are 
told of him. At sea the officers and seamen fancy 
he never sleeps, as the slightest irregularity is in¬ 
stantly noticed from the flag-ship. His bluntness 
and honesty are proverbial, and both often give 
offence. Just before our arrival, he had returned 
from a summer cruize with a squadron, and before 
they were dismantled, the emperor paid them a 
visit. He came oft' from Oranicubaum early in the 
morning before breakfast, when it was fully ex¬ 
pected the admiral would have provided one. He 
however argued thus, “ My pay is not sufficient for 
the purpose, if I give fetes I must do it dishonestly.” 
He therefore preferred giving the emperor a gentle 
hint, and running the risk of his displeasure which 
might arise from an empty stomach. Indeed, it is said 
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that lie did feel it, for ou board of the Leipsie tlie 
emperor accidentally found some breakfast, when it 
was remarked that many of the officers were com¬ 
manded to be seated and to partake of it, Avliile the 
gallant admiral was left unnoticed and standing. 
At the court ball he appeared literally covered with 
( )rders. 

The last ball was given in honour of the empress’s 
birth-day by the dowager, and differed in nothing 
from the former, except that there were more ladies 
present, the supper was more elegant, and our table 
was served with gold instead of silver. The dow¬ 
ager, as usual, came round and spoke to everybody 
at the diplomatic table. In addressing me, she 
said she understood I wished to see the Convent des 
Demoiselles Nobles, §-c., but that I must wait, as the 
directress was extremely unwell; she also asked if 
I preferred the style of the present supper to that of 
the last. We had at noon paid our respects to, and 
kissed the hands of both the empresses, and been in¬ 
troduced to the Grand Duchess Nicholas, and the 
Grand Duke Michael; the latter had just returned 
from a. visit to his brother Constantine at Warsaw. 
The grand duchess is handsome and amiable; she 
conversed with us for some time, and when in¬ 
formed that I intended to visit the Crimea, she said 
she envied me the trip very much. 

We were rather disappointed in not seeing Les 
Tableaux Vivans, which are sometimes exhibited on 
the occasion, in the following manner:—The most 
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delicate and beautiful girls amongst the noblesse are 
requested to assume particular characters, and to 
allow themselves to be placed in frames, and dis¬ 
posed of in St. George’s hall, so as upon the en¬ 
trance of the imperial family, to appear like paint¬ 
ings ; this of course requires great constraint and 
force of attitude, therefore the moment the imperial 
family have admired them and passed by, they 
arc set at liberty to enjoy the amusements of the 
evening. 

The ball was said to be very thinly attended, and 
that many people who had been commanded to ap¬ 
pear did not obey the summons, which, it was sup¬ 
posed, would call forth some mark of the emperor’s 
displeasure on his return, should the circumstance 
come to his knowledge, as he is very particular that 
proper attention is paid to his wife. As this was the 
first time he had ever been known to fail in sending 
a courier with his felicitations and cadeau to the em¬ 
press, from whatever part of Europe he happened 
to be in, a very general report was spread and be¬ 
lieved, that he intended an agreeable surprise, by 
appearing suddenly in the ball-room. However, the 
evening passed off without either his presence or 
the arrival of a courier; and as he is not now ex¬ 
pected for ten days, we mean to take advantage of 
the good state of the roads and the return of the 
peasantry to their sober senses after their Christmas 
gambols, in order to put our projected trip to Revel 
into execution. For this purpose we have got our 
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carriage well-mounted on a sledge, our podorojne 
prepared, and are to be off to-morrow. 

On our return I shall probably be able to give 
yon some account of winter travelling, as the dis¬ 
tance is nearly four hundred versts, in the perform¬ 
ance of which we shall have to travel during two 
nights. 

On the 19th instant I received your letter in an¬ 
swer to mine of the 15th ultimo, so that the diffi¬ 
culty of correspondence is not very great at this 
season of the year. 

It is said that letters are not held very sacred; 
indeed, they do not scruple to acknowledge that 
they keep back whatever they think improper to 
be known, even from ambassadors, if their courts 
are so weak as to trust to the post-office, what ought 
not to be out of the hands of a messenger. A cu¬ 
rious story is told of a French despatch having been 
sent to the Swedish minister, and vice versa, at a 
very critical moment, and also of our ambassador 
receiving an envelope from which some papers had 
been abstracted, while others were forwarded: 
upon his warmly expressing his indignation, they 
coolly replied it was true, but the contents were 
such as were not proper to come to his knowledge, 
at least through their post-office. This candour is 
certainly preferable to pretending to be honest, as 
it ought to put everybody on his guard. 

If there is an unusual delay in the delivery of 
the letters, after the mail is known to be arrived, 
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it is common to hear the observation, “ Oh it is a 
large one, they have a good many letters to read." 
However, I must do them the justice to say, I have 
never been able to discover that my letters have 
been opened, nor do I believe it has been attempted 
with any of them. 
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LETTER XIII. 

Journey to Revel—View of Revel, and Description of the Town— 
Breakwater, or Artificial Harbour-t-Suddeii Manumission of the 
Serfs—Its bad Effects—Hospitality of the Governor—Domestic 
Habits and Manners—Ball and Supper—Female Beauty—Ma¬ 
dame Mara—The Senate House—Churchesand Cathedral—Corps 
preserved in a Glass Case—Naval and Military Hospitals—Two 
Parhelions or mock Suns—Extreme Severity of the Weather— 
Persons frozen to Death—Terrific Snow Storm—Badness of the 
Roads—imposition of Innkeepers—Return to St. Petersburg—Ar¬ 
rival of the Emperor—Institute of St.Catharine—Its Economy, 
Internal Arrangements, and Admirable Condition, Nature of the 
Studies, and Method of Instruction, La Salle de Physique, Em¬ 
broidery Room, Manufacturing of Furniture—The Slobade of 
Ockta—Imperial Gunpowder Manufactory—The Foundling Hos¬ 
pital—System of the Establishment—The Galley Haven—Plate 
Glass and Porcelain Manufactories—Russian Method of Manufac¬ 
turing Glass—Sir Thomas Lawrence’s Portrait of the Emperor— 
Mr. Dawe, the English Artist—The Palace of the Military Stuff 
—Topographical Office—Copy of a Private Letter from Joseph 
Buonaparte to the Emperor Napoleon—Interview with the Em¬ 
peror Alexander—Rapid Elevation of a Court Favourite—A Mi¬ 
litary Colony—School of Artillery—Hospitals of the Imperial 
Guards—Popularity of the Grand Duke Michael—General Mili¬ 
tary Hospital—Sir James Wily—English Surgeons and Physi¬ 
cians—Extraordihary Surgical Operation—Improved Health of 
the Navy—Singular Case of Infanticide—Marriage Ceremony 
and Bridal F6te—Aggrandizement of Russia—Strength of the 
Russian Armies — Mode of Recruiting — Diminution of *the 
Forces—The Imperial Guard, Mock Fights, Charge of Cavalry 
—La Chevalier Garde—La Garde k Cheval—Severity of Disci¬ 
pline—Mutiny of the Guard—Banishment to Siberia—Russian 
Administration—Commercial Impositions—Finances—Circulat¬ 
ing Medium—Table of Exports and Imports—Condition of the 
Russian Labourers—Articles of Food—Russian Book Trade— 
Commodore Golowniu and the Japanese—Mr. Holman, the 
Blind Traveller, and his Deaf Companion—Imperial Cabinet of 
Presents—The Lombard, or Pawning Establishment—The Loan 
Bank—Ordinary Appearance of the Royal Family in the Streets 
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—The Grand Dukes Michael and Constantine—Anecdote of the 
Grand Duke Constantine, his Divorce, and Exclusion from the 
Throne—D vvarfs. 

St. Petersburg, \\r<l February, 1823. 

Although the road proved very bad for want of 
snow, we reached Revel in forty-four hours, the dis¬ 
tance being three hundred and sixty-three versts, 
over an uninteresting country, except at the falls of 
Narva, and in the district immediately about Wai- 
vava. Chudleigh, so celebrated as the residence, of 
the Duchess of Kingston, is quite deserted, and her 
house is occupied by a common farmer. 

The first view of Revel is very imposing, as it 
stands on a rising ground, the top crowned by the 
palace, which is surrounded by several churches 
with their towers and spires. The town was founded 
by the Danes, and became one of the Hanseatic 
league; the streets are narrow, and the houses a good 
deal in the style of those at Lubec. It formerly pos¬ 
sessed a considerable trade, and latterly became a 
great depot for contraband goods, and flourished 
most amazingly, but omboidened by success, the in¬ 
habitants at length carried on the system so openly, 
that government was obliged to resort to strong 
measures, and in consequence of which every thing 
is now at a stand, and the town is nearly ruined. 

Admiral T-, when minister of marine, 

thought it a proper station for mcn-of-war, indeed, 
far preferable toCronstadt; and finding a clever 
Swedish engineer, he proposed to make an artificial 
harbour, something on the principle of our Break- 
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water at Plymouth. For this purpose he ordered 
to be built frames of logs, which were put together 
the same as the houses formerly described in Swe¬ 
den, but well clamped with iron, and bolted: they 
had con; oartments of about six feet square, and 
were built on the ice, having a base of one hundred 
feet. The ice was then cut and the compartments 
were filled with stones,and the frames gradually sunk 
into tlic'r proper positions for forming a mole, capable 
of containing fifteen sail of the lin»., and having six 
fathoms water, with two entrances. The first part 
w'as sunk in 1814, and the work continued every 
winter till 1.819, when the admiral having expatri¬ 
ated himself, and the engineer being dead, it was 
discontinued; and the works which were to consti¬ 
tute Revel a naval station arc going to decay, pre¬ 
senting in every respect a most wretched ap¬ 
pearance 

The city is the capital of Isthonia, which, as well 
as Livonia and Courland (forming, as they are called, 
the German provinces), arc under the command of 
the Marquis of Paluccia, an Italian, who is said to 
be an able man, and to govern almost independently 
of the ministers at Petersburg. Whether this be 
true or not, the inhabitants enjoy many privileges 
unknown in Russia Proper; and with them, in 1815, 
the emperor began his amiable and liberal, but ill- 
digested and too hasty plan, of manumitting the 
serfs. This has since caused much ill blood between 
all parties, without producing, in the slightest degree, 
the expected good, the peasants having made an un- 
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grateful return by becoming more discontented, 
idle, and insolent. As a proof of this, on our jour¬ 
ney both ways, we met an immense number of 
sledges, the drivers of which would not make the 
least room for us; and when spoken to were gene¬ 
rally uncivil, which surprised us the more from the 
respect we had heretofore met with in the emperor’s 
dominions. But at Chudleigh we were still more 
astonished by an officer in uniform coming into the 
post-house and complaining, that he had not only 
heen grossly insulted by them, lmt that they had 
actually beaten his servant severely ; and when we 
asked if he did not mean to apply for redress, he 
said it was of no use, as we could not consider our¬ 
selves in Russia. This conduct was certainly not 
to be justified in any respect, and it formed a strong 
contrast to what would have happened in the other 
governments of the empire, where it is considered 
a high crime to insult even a common soldier, be¬ 
cause, as he wears the emperor's uniform, the insult 
is construed against the emperor himself. Imme¬ 
diately on entering Isthonia, we observed a remark¬ 
able difference in the appearance of the peasants. 
Instead >f the hardy look of the Russian, with his 
bare neck and carefully cut hair, they became ineagre 
and squalid, with nasty, long, lank hair, hanging 
down to their shoulders ; indeed, the contrast was 
so great, that I dare say one of them in the Nevsky 
Perspective, would be as great a sight as a vorsliick 
in Bond Street. 

Our time passed pleasantly at Revel, as we met 
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with an extraordinary degree of civility from the 
governor and principal inhabitants. To give you 
an idea of the former I will relate our first interview 
with him. He received us en robe de chambre, with 
his hair en papillote, and immediately demanded 
what stay we purposed to make; and being informed 
that we remained only a couple of days, he di¬ 
rectly said, “ Well then, you must dine with ine 
to-morrow, and so good morning to yon, for as it is 
post day, I am very busy writing despatches.” 

He afterwards detained us one day longer, in order 
to our being present at the anniversary dinner of Ins 
assuming the government, when all the principal 
officers of the district were present. As an addi¬ 
tional inducement for us to stop, he promised, upon 
our compliance, to furnish us with a couriers pass, 
by which we ultimately benefited much. Both din¬ 
ners were extremely pleasant, and were served quite 
in the German style. We had at them an oppor¬ 
tunity of witnessing a similar billing and cooing 
scene to that we had noticed in Norway, only as the 
duration of courtship is not to be so long, the toy¬ 
ing was carried on with less restraint, and with con¬ 
siderably more ardour. The governor’s daughter, 
a very nice young lady of about twenty, is engaged 
to be married to a colonel of chasseurs ; they sat 
next to each other at dinner, during the whole of 
which they were reciprocally exchanging the most 
endearing marks of attention. Not being aware of 
the custom, and being placed opposite to them, I 



480 


REVEL. 


felt extremely awkward, but, upon inquiry, I found 
that, after an engagement, six months are always 
required before the actual marriage, during which 
time the strength of the attachment or flame is 
judged of by the endearing proofs which are given 
in public ; and it is said to be no uncommon thing 
for tllC lady to get up in a large company, walk 
across the room, kiss her intended, and return with¬ 
out a blush on her cheek. 

Wc were at a grand ball and supper given by the 
Count and Countess of Bouxhaven, at which all the 
beauty and talent of the place were present. The 
ladies were always separated from the gentlemen, 
except when dancing, and at supper the married 
ladies occupied one table and the single ones ano¬ 
ther. The latter had generally fresh complexions and 
were pretty but too stout. The only dancing were 
waltzes, in which the naval officers took an active 
and graceful part; but the chief of that department 
was too eccentric a character to pass unnoticed. He 
is a little old man, with the rank of full admiral 
(equal to a field marshal and now never bestowed), 
which gives him much weight and consequence. 
His haii and beard are perfectly white, and both 
when too long are trimmed in the same way (that is, 
clipped with a pair of scissors), and his whole dress 
was in unison. However, I do not mean from this 
remark to draw any inference prejudicial to his cha¬ 
racter or manners; on the contrary, we received much 
civility from him, and had a very good dinner at 
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his house, where, upon being handed into the draw¬ 
ing-room, however much we may have been pre¬ 
pared from our knowledge of him to expect some¬ 
thing eccentric in his better half, our astonish¬ 
ment at her appearance almost got the better of our 
politeness. Figure to yourself a fat, squat person, 
with almost as much beard as her husband, added 
to which, on various parts of her face were moles 
with hair longer than that on her head, which was 
cut short all round, and covered with a man’s round 
hat: her address too was extremely gauche. Yet 
with such exteriors, they both possess excellent 
hearts, and have a beautiful and highly accom¬ 
plished family, the young ladies playing and singing 
-delightfully, and speaking several languages fluently, 
particularly English. The admiral has a very fine 
young man, an aide-de-camp, whom he had the good¬ 
ness to send with us in the morning down to the 
mole; and while we were examining it the frost took 
hold of his ears, and was ihaking considerable pro¬ 
gress when we remarked it, and by the application 
of snow soon restored the circulation, hut in the 
evening he was much quizzed by the young ladies 
for being more susceptible of cold than ourselves, 
who were comparatively from a southern climate. 
By a senseless regulation, officers, when in uniform, 
are not allowed to wear any covering over their 
ears or goloshes. Count Bouxhaven is a son of the 
celebrated marshal of that name, and possesses a 
singular alarm-watch, which his father always car- 
Voi . 1. • * I 
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ried with him. Instead of a striking, it had a small 
cannon attached to it, which exploded at the ap¬ 
pointed time—not a bad idea for a veteran soldier. 
The present count is not a military man, but holds 
a nominal situation about court, in order to give 
him military rank, without which he would neither 
be able to buy or sell serfs, or even to transfer or dis¬ 
pose of his own property ; therefore, every person 
in the empire, whatever may be his father’s rank, 
unless he has military rank himself, is termed not 
inaptly a Nedorosle, i. e., a person who has not 
done growing; and were he to live to the age of 
Methuselah he would still be a Nedorosle, and 
without privileges, unless he obtained military rank. 
This may account for the difficulty which the tra¬ 
veller, mentioned in a former letter, experienced 
from the police office, when applying for his permis 
de sejour, upon his refusing to give any other account 
of himself than that he was a gentleman, although 
pressed to assimilate it with some corresponding mi¬ 
litary rank. His obstinacy overcame them at the time, 
which he thought a great triumph, but which, how¬ 
ever, was short-lived, for by mismanagement he lost 
his passage to England, and was obliged to winter 
here. On New-year’s-day, when every permis de 
sejour is obliged to be renewed, the police did not 
forget their Nedorosle friend. Ours was renewed 
without the slightest trouble, with perfect civility, 
upon merely sending our servant to the office; but 
not so with him, he was obliged to attend himself 
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several times in order to undergo mortifying inter¬ 
rogatories, and finally, to prevent being put under 
restraint, he was obliged to obtain a certificate from 
either our ambassador or the consul-general, that 
he was not a vagabond. However, injustice to the 
police it must be said, that he brought it very much 
on himself by his own unbending conduct in the 
first instance. We received much attention from 
Mr. Whittock, the agent for Lloyds: he is an ex¬ 
traordinary instance of a northern climate, or some 
other cause unknown, having worked a complete 
cure of rheumatism. For many years he was a 
perfect martyr to this complaint, even to the loss 
of the use of his limbs; some of his fingers are. still 
crippled from its former effects, but since his resi¬ 
dence at Revel, eleven years, he has never felt a 
rheumatic pain. He imputes it in some measure to 
his moderate living, which, to judge from the spe¬ 
cimens he gave us of it, must be erroneous; he has 
his wife and daughter with him, and informs us, that 
for three hundred and fifty pounds a year he can 
live better than he did in England for eleven hun¬ 
dred pounds. Beautiful fowls cost only fourpence 
a-piece, and every thing is in proportion. 

We had the pleasure of meeting at his house the 
celebrated Madame Mara, who, although at the age 
of seventy, and having naturally lost her vocal 
powers, is still a very agreeable, chatty companion, 
and by no means sunk in her own estimation, as 
the following anecdote, which she told us with 

ala 
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great glee, will sufficiently prove. She has a tole¬ 
rably good property near Moscow, which a go¬ 
vernor of a province thought would be a pretty 
and convenient addition to his own, and accord¬ 
ingly solicited Madame Mara’s hand, as the sure 
way of securing it. She, however, saw through 
his interested motives, and refused his proposals. 
He persisted in pressing his suit, and amongst other 
inducements, desired her to recollect, that by mar¬ 
rying him, she would be entitled to be addressed as 
an excellency. “ Oh,” she replied, “ is that all ? 
There are many hundred Excellencies in Russia, but 
I would have you to know, there is only one Ma¬ 
dame Mara in the world.” Out of which world, 
by-the-by, she was very near making her exit, on 
New-year’s-day, having been run over by the lead¬ 
ers of a gentleman’s coach ; however, she fortu¬ 
nately escaped with severe fright, and some slight 
contusions. She was born in Cassel, but married 
a Prussian. 

The senate-house contains some curious records; 
and the names of the Isthonian nobility, who served 
in the late war, are inscribed on a marble tablet 
crowned with laurel. The senators are named by 
the emperor every three years. 

There are several churches, and the spire of the 
cathedral, said to have been the highest in Europe, 
long served as a land-mark; but two years ago it 
was- struck by lightning, and completely demolished. 
The cathedral contains a monument to Admiral 
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Greig, which is left in a disgracefully unfinished 
state. But the most extraordinary sight is in the 
church of St. Nicholas ; I allude to the body of 
the Due de Croz, who died in 1700, and was, either 
by Peter the Great or his creditors, refused burial; 
and without being embalmed, has ever since re¬ 
mained above ground, in the highest state of pre¬ 
servation. In 1818, he was put under a glass case, 
and presents all the appearance of a judge asleep, 
wearing a wig and velvet robes, the whole of which 
are as strong as if made yesterday, and appear, like 
the body, to be imperishable. He was born in 
Belgium, served Charles XII., and afterwards, at 
the siege of Narva, went over to Peter, who sub" 
sequently thought him a traitor, which is said to 
have been the cause of his nou-interment. How¬ 
ever, let the cause be what it may, his highly- 
preserved state, without the usual means being 
resorted to, is extremely curious. The church is 
likewise well worth observation, and both will 
amply repay a visit, as they did ours, although the 
day was bitterly cold, the thermometer standing at 
sixteen degrees below zero, and the severity of the 
frost increased by a good deal of wind. It contains 
a few good paintings, but one miserable daub very 
gravely represents Jacob riding in an old fashioned 
coach. 

The environs are pretty and diversified. Ca- 
tharinedalh, a palace built by Peter, and having 
good gardens, is much resorted to in summer. 
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They point out three bricks, which he is said to 
have placed with his own hands, as also two fine 
chestnut-trees, planted by him. The Duchess of 
Wirtemberg lived there last summer, and made the 
place very gay. 

The naval and military hospitals arc conspicuous 
buildings, and their internal arrangements do credit 
to the department; they each contained about 
three hundred patients, but are calculated for double 
the number. 

The afternoon of the 4th it blew a strong east¬ 
erly gale, and wc were presented with two mods 
suns, or parhelions, sure indications of bad weather. 
However, we had ordered our carriage, and made 
our minds up for starting on the morrow, with four 
horses, instead of which they brought eight, say¬ 
ing there was so much drift snow, as to make 
them absolutely necessary. Indeed, the weather alto¬ 
gether was so bad, that we would gladly have found 
an excuse for remaining, but as nobody appeared to 
start a difficulty, we cased and seated ourselves in 
the carriage: but before clear of the town, we met 
with many obstacles, the wind blowing extremely 
hard, and driving the snow at such a rate, that it 
was nearly impossible to face it. We inquired of 
the postilions how they were to stand it, and find 
their way, in order to give them an opportunity of 
returning with a good grace ; but to our astonish¬ 
ment they replied, they were used to it, and knew 
their way. Just at this time, we had the conso- 
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lation of seeing three frozen human bodies carried 
past us, with almost as little ceremony as the hogs 
from the frozen market. 

After encountering large banks of drift snow 
which nearly upset us several times, we came near 
the steep hill. To ascend this the horses were put 
in a gallop, and did very well till half way up, when 
the storm was so fierce that they could not face it, 
and just at the time we came to a perfect harrier 
of snow, stretching right across the road, which 
completely arrested our progress: the postilions 
flogging- their horses to make them draw, and the 
poor animals quite overcome, exerting themselves 
to get their heads to leeward and towards the town. 
In the struggle, the four leaders and postilions came 
down with their heads towards the carriage: we were 
now in imminent danger, for if they recovered their 
legs, and attempted to move, they must have upset 
the carriage, and, probably, have dragged it down the 
hill with violence, breaking it as well as our necks. 
Seeing the danger, I requested my brother to get 
out, and I followed as fast as I could. To ascend 
was impossible, and in attempting to turn, the pole 
broke. Nothing was left but to apply our shoulders 
to the wheels, and, fortunately, we succeeded in 
turning the carriage, when taking off the leaders and 
fishing, or repairing the pole, we were enabled to re¬ 
turn towards the town, but not till oui postilions 
were frost-bitten, and we ourselves had suffered dread¬ 
fully ; for the moment we exposed ourselves, our 
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faces became one sheet of ice, with our eyes nearly 
closed, from the thickness of the icicles on the 
lashes. While in the midst of our dilemma, several 
sledges came down the hill before the wind and 
storm at such a rate, that they nearly ran over us, 
before they could perceive us. 

When wc came to the gate, the sentry would 
not allow us to enter, and made us pull up, although 
from its being very narrow, we blocked up the 
passage completely, to the annoyance of all who 
wished to pass, nor did we see any end to the inter¬ 
ruption, as our passport was to leave and not enter 
the town. Fortunately, however, whilst we endea¬ 
voured in vain to convince him of the impropriety 
of his conduct, the frost came to our assistance, 
and caught him by the nose, when he instantly ran 
to shelter himself in his box, and rub it with snow, 
in order to restore circulation and prevent the bane¬ 
ful effects ; of this we took instant advantage, and 
by applying the whip, were out of his reach, with a 
hearty laugh, before he could present his piece. 

The following day but one proving rather finer, 
we again put ourselves en route, and after four days 
and nighta travelling, we arrived at Petersburg. The 
badness of the roads in many parts was past belief; 
our servant was frequently thrown off the box. At 
some stations we found tolerably good accommo¬ 
dations, at others none; but at all we experienced 
an extraordinary attempt at extortion; for example, 
demanding six rubles for a cup of coffee; we gene- 
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rally gave half, but at one station, upon our re¬ 
fusing to pay the whole, they very coolly took the 
horses back to the stable, and we were obliged to 
accede to their terms. Mrs. Page had provided us 
with bread and minced meat, frozen in cases made 
of the birch-bark, so that whenever we stopped, 

we could have refreshments; the bread when 
heated through, eats very nicely. The weather re¬ 
mained dreadfully cold, the thermometer being at 
one time at twenty-seven degrees below zero, and 
we were at one place obliged to purchase addi¬ 
tional thick stockings; at another, incautiously 
taking hold, and without my gloves, of the stone 
bottle containing our brandy, I felt the same sen¬ 
sation as if it had been red hot, and my fingers 
suffered for a considerable time. The greatest in¬ 
convenience we felt was from our breath freezing, 
and forming on the collars of our shubes a perfect 
mass of ice, and this always within a quarter of an 
hour from leaving the post-houses, when at the 
peach we had thawed and dried them. When we 
arrived here, everybody was surprised that we had 
escaped so well, as the weather had been considered 
unusually severe. At Wariel we met an officer of 
the imperial guard, who had been travelling all 
night in a common sledge, and was quite knocked 
up. Wc gave him a glass of Cognac, when, throw¬ 
ing himself down in a chair, he feelingly exclaimed, 
“ What a fool I am to torment myself thus, merely 
to be able to write to comrades in how short a time 
I have performed the journey.” 
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During our absence, the emperor returned with 
one of his cheeks frost-bitten. He travelled the 
latter part of the journey, accompanied only by 
Sir James Wiley, his physician, and arriving at a 
post-house immediately after the bite, it became 
necessary to provide a cover for his face, and not 
being able to procure any thing else, a pair of Sir 
James’s pantaloons was sacrificed ; and he and the 
emperor were employed for two hours during the 
night, in effecting the conversion. Apropos of 
frost-bites: I have very narrowly escaped, or in¬ 
deed, cannot be said to have escaped altogether; 
for the skin is now peeling off my nose, as if from 
the effect of a bum. Fortunately, it is superficial, 
and, I trust, will not be attended with any perma¬ 
nent mark. 

Although we had devoted much of our time 
before our departure for Revel, to the examination 
of the establishments and other objects of this city, 
there was yet much to be seen; and as in ac¬ 
cordance with our original plan for arriving at Mos¬ 
cow for the carnival, there at most only remained 
fourteen days for our stay at Petersburg, we accor¬ 
dingly returned to the charge with redoubled ardour. 
I wrote to the Baron Albcdyll, the private se¬ 
cretary of the dowager empress, to say our time 
was now limited, and to express a hope that her 
majesty would have the kindness to allow us the 
honour of visiting the establishments under her pro¬ 
tection, and I promptly received the following note 
from the Baron. 
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“Monsieur—Jen’ai pas tard6 de porter ct lacon- 
noissanee de l’lmpferatrice Mere la lettrc que vous 
m’avez fait 1’honneur de m’adresscr, et S. M. 1. me 
charge dc vous informer qu elle n’a nullement oublic 
votre desir, et cclui de M. votre frcre de voir les 
etablissemens qui se trouvent sous sa protection; 
mais quc Madame La Superieusc de l’lnstitut de 
Stc. Catherine etant malade, et a toute extrcmite, 
maniere epic l’on doit d’un jour a l’autre s’attcndre 
a sa finj il n’y a pas de possibility d’admettre des 
visites dans cet etablissment; quc Madame la Su- 
perieuse de la communaute des Dcmoiselless Nobles 
a de memc &te tres malade ct sc trouve encore foible. 

“Commc cependant elle est deja beaucoup inicux 
et sera peut-etre en 6tat de sortir de ses apparte- 
mens, sa Majcste Imperiale vient dc lui faire deman- 
der le jour quand elle pourra vous rc^evoir ct vous 
faire voir l’etablissement. 

“Aussitot que ce jour sera fix£ S. M. vous en fera 
instruirc. 

“Je m’empresse, M. dc vous faire connoitre ces 
dispositions graeieuses de Sa Majeste Imperiale, et 
vous prie d’etre assure des sentimens, fyc. 

“ihth Fevrier.'' 

On the T s T th we i-cceived the following letter. 

“M. Jones est averti de la part du Baron Albedyll, 
que Sa Majeste l’lmperatrice Mere l’engage a satis* 
faire l’intcret qu'il a montre de voir le convent sous 
la direction de son Excellence Madame le general 
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D’Adelberg en se faisant avertir chez elle Mercredi 
a 10 heures—Lundi 5 du courant.” 

We did not fail to obey the summons, and that 
you may better understand the scene, the whole shall 
be detailed just as it happened to ns. 

We were at Madame D’Adelberg’s door or grand 
entrance precisely at ten, but were told we were 
expected at the other end of the establishment, 
where two officers in full uniform and highly de¬ 
corated, were waiting to receive us. They first of all 
conducted ns into an unfinished building, where 
they were fitting up a Salle a Manger and a steam 
kitchen. We then went to the hospital of the 
bourgeoises, which, as well as that of the nobles, 
was in excellent order, none of the patients appearing 
very unwell, and such is the general state of the 
health of the establishment, that out of the seven 
hundred persons there were only forty in the sick 
list, and many of these for very trifling complaiuts. 
From the hospital we proceeded through an esta¬ 
blishment for three hundred widows, who are very 
comfortably lodged, though in open rooms or wards. 
In front is the real Smolnoy convent, built by the 
Empress Elizabeth, when she intended to abdicate 
and retire from the cares of government. It is now 
in a dilapidated state, and although the whole is 
known under this name, the inhabited part is all 
of recent addition. 

We then came to the Classe Bourgeoise which 
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consists of two hundred, who are admitted at eight 
and remain till they are fourteen. Those in the first 
room could not even read, which is contrary to the 
rule of qualification for admission; but the humane 
heart of the dowager empress, had induced her to in¬ 
fringe it in favour of some particular cases. Two very 
genteel young women were instructing them, and 
wc were given to understand, that they had been 
originallyadinitted under similar circumstances. The 
next room contained those more advanced, who were 
made to repeat their lessons, particularly in geogra¬ 
phy. Those in the third and last room of the 

bourgeoises, were nearly complete in time and edu¬ 
cation, and appeared considerably more than four¬ 
teen, though we were assured they did not exceed 
that age. Some of them delineated Great Britain 
most correctly with chalk on a diagram, whilst 
others gave a topographical description. I never 
saw more healthy looking children than the whole 
two hundred; but those in the second room were 
really fine and beautiful. Taking leave of them, 
we visited the blue or youngest class of nobles, 
but we could not remain, as the director said we 
had much to see before the dinner hour : some of 
them were very young. We then passed through 
the second or green class, in the same quick way; 
they appeared older, but the general character of 
both was dark, with black hair. 

We then entered the apartments of Madame 
d’Adelberg, who received us very politely, apolo- 
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gizing for not being able, on account of her bad 
health, to accompany us over the establishment, but 
saying, she purposed having the pleasure of seeing 
us in the Classe blanche. She explained to us the 
manner of admission, education, fyc. 

Every three years a certain number go out ; the 
period for the nobles remaining is divided into 
three terms, of three years’ each, that is, a term in 
each class (or as blue, green, and white), and the 
branches of education are divided accordingly. 

Rewards are bestowed on such as distinguish 
themselves by proficiency or conduct. These are 
cither honorary, as a medal, a riband, or the em¬ 
press’s cipher, the latter sometimes richly set in 
diamonds, which is a proud distinction, and allowed 
to be worn even when married; or pecuniary, as a 
pension of from one to three hundred rubles for 
life. The discharge, by a wise regulation, always 
takes place at the beginning of Lent, which allows 
them time to reflect before they are launched into 
a vortex of gaiety, or probably in their joy and 
exultation at being free from school restraint, they 
would wildly run into dissipation. The attention 
of the dowager to their morals, conduct, and com¬ 
fort, is said to be quite that of a mother, as she 
devotes many days in each month to the closest in¬ 
spection, and never allows a week to pass without 
a visit. A few months before the discharge, notice 
is given of the number of vacancies about to occur, 
and that applications will be received at the proper 
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office. Of course there are more applications than 
vacancies ; therefore, upon examination, the names 
of all applicants that are found eligible are mixed 
and drawn by lot, and that there may not be any 
intrigue, the public are admitted, and two of the 
youngest children chosen to draw the names. This, 
of course, is only with reference to the vacancies 
that occur on the foundation, which extends to 
only three hundred, the rest being supported either 
at the expense of their parents, or at that of some 
of the imperial family, by way of kindness or cha¬ 
rity to old friends or courtiers. The annual expense 
of the establishment is a million and a half of rubles 
—eleven hundred clears every demand for those 
whose parents pay for them. There is hardly a 
noble family in Russia, whose circumstances are 
not above mediocrity, that has not a daughter 
educated either at this or the St. Catharine insti¬ 
tution, in consequence of the trouble and pains the 
dowager takes to find out how the females are dis¬ 
posed of, and because, if she learns that the educa¬ 
tion of any of them is neglected, a hint is given to 
the father, which he does not find it prudent to ne¬ 
glect. Since the foundation, in 1796, two thousand 
have been educated here, and sent into society, and 
have produced an extraordinary change in man¬ 
ners, by diffusing a taste for the more liberal and 
polite pursuits of life : for as the fair sex will ever 
have a powerful influence upon the other, so must 
their improvement act in a double . or triple 
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ratio, for man will never allow himself to appear 
inferior to woman, and therefore, in the struggle 
for superiority, emulation will cause both to soar 
beyond their originally contemplated flight. The 
effect is already sensibly felt, for Madame told us, 
that formerly young ladies came from the more 
remote provinces without the first rudiments of 
education; but that now, on their arrival, they are 
generally as forward as the pupils there were after 
having gone through the blue class. This, of 
course, tends very much to their own happiness on 
entering, as well as to render the system easier and 
pleasanter to everybody connected with the esta¬ 
blishment, the difficulty being to make the first 
impression, for when once the young idea begins 
to shoot, it will feel delight at each succeeding con¬ 
ception. The burgher order is never allowed to mix 
or associate with the nobles, yet it is apprehended 
by many that their future happiness is imbittered 
by the education they receive, as it raises their 
ideas so far above their relative situation in life, 
that upon returning to their friends they are quite 
unfitted for their society, and are too young to 
marry with the better classes, who might probably 
be glad to have such well-educated females admitted 
amongst them. However, many are received into 
families as governesses, but, from their extreme 
youth, are unable to obtain terms which are ade¬ 
quate to their support when they grow up. 

On quitting the apartments of Madame le Gene- 
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ral, we entered the classe supiricuse, or Blanche, 
where we found several professors ready to com¬ 
mence their different examinations. Literature and 
history were entered upon, and we were highly 
amused to hear girls of sixteen and seventeen dis¬ 
cussing, with perfect confidence, the beauties and 
defects of the most celebrated authors of every age 
and country. Mathematics were gone into very 
deeply by a young and good-looking Russian profes¬ 
sor, the only native professor amongst them, and the 
only one that deserved to he called even good-look¬ 
ing ; the others having marked and forbidden 
countenances, and conducting their examinations 
with a harshness of manner, which we thought 
little appropriate to their innocent, young, and deli¬ 
cate pupils; but perhaps it is policy not to admit 
men of too soft or insinuating an address. In the 
midst of the mathematical problems, Madame 
d’Adelberg joined us, and we were served with 
chocolate and cakes. When they came to Geogra¬ 
phy, the British Islands were designated upon a 
large scale, with the utmost precision, by two of 
the pupils. Others were then indiscriminately called 
forth, and entered most fully into the history, pro¬ 
ductions, commerce, wealth, and government of Great 
Britain, with a facility that excited our admiration ; 
hut this was worked to the highest pitch of enthu¬ 
siasm when we came to the musical class, where 
was sung and played in full chorus, a hymn which 
had been composed last year, upon the occasion of 
Voul. . 2K 
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celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary of the foun¬ 
dation of the establishment, at which the dowager 
empress was present, and distributed rewards to the 
most deserving of each class, and to all the persons 
•who had constantly served since that period. 

We then proceeded, accompanied by Madame, 
through the dormitories, where we found every 
thing plain, but clean and neat; after which, we 
approached a pair of folding doors : they were sud¬ 
denly thrown open, and displayed to our view one 
of the most interesting and imposing coups-d'oeil it 
is possible to imagine. The whole seven hundred 
young ladies, assembled in a large hall, according to 
their classes, were arranged with great regularity, 
and yet apparently in groups, the bourgeoises occu¬ 
pying the lower end, and separated from the others. 
When we entered, the whole simultaneously made 
a respectful courtesy, but as we passed up the lines, 
all restraint was thrown off, in order to show their 
delight in again finding Madame d’Adelherg amongst 
them, it being her first appearance for a length of 
time (on account of her severe indisposition). They 
hung round her with fervour, warmly kissing her 
hands, v hilst she, by kind words and smiles, appeared 
to infuse pleasure into their innocent hearts : the 
scene was truly gratifying and affecting. 

On leaving them we visited la Salle de Plu/sique, 
which we found well stocked with the necessary 
instruments and materials of the healing art. This 
led to the room where they embroider, and we were 
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shown much beautiful work in progress, as well as 
completely finished. They make a great deal of fur¬ 
niture for the imperial palaces, such as covers for 
sofas, chairs, $-c. ; their drawings also serve to or¬ 
nament them. Of the latter we saw some highly' 
executed pieces in the chapel of the establishment, 
where the priest on duty was in attendance, and 
showed us two beautifully turned ivory cups, richly 
set in brilliants, the work of the dowager empress’s 
own hands. 

Madame d’Adelhcrg here took leave of us, when 
we expressed how much we felt obliged by her 

attention, and gratified by all we bad seen, begging 
she would express to the empress, at her next visit, 
our high sense of the honour she had done us in 
permitting this inspection. 

On entering the dining-hall, wc found all the 
nobles assembled, standing at their different tables, 
waiting for us. They immediately struck up the 
Hymn of Grace; their numerous and fine voices 
producing a magic and divine effect, heightened and 
welcomed, from the knowledge that it proceeded 
from health, youth, beauty, and pure innocence. 
As soon as thanksgiving was over, they sat down 
and did ample justice to the dinner (which was 
neatly served), for wc had unconsciously detained 
them nearly two hours beyond the usual time. We 
tasted several dishes, all composed of fish, for being 
Friday it was a jour maigre. On the other days 

they have flesh and proper nutriment, every thing 

■2 K 2 
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being of the best quality. They are never allowed 
to visit en ville, but may sec their friends and rela¬ 
tions in the convent at stated times. The establish¬ 
ment is surrounded by a high wall, within which is 
a considerable space for garden and recreation- 
ground, during summer; at the present season they 
cannot venture out, but there are large halls in 
which they amuse themselves. Having seen every 
department, we were conducted by the officers to 
our carriage, and took our leave, most highly de¬ 
lighted with all we had seen. 

Immediately opposite the conventis the Slobode 
of Oclita, where there is a small building-yard for 
frigates, and at a short distance from it is the im¬ 
perial gun-powder manufactory bearing its name. 
It avus established by Peter, and some of the 
machinery has been in use ever since. We were 
astonished to find a great deal of iron connected 
with the works for the powder in its perfect state, 
but they declared there had never been an accident, 
and from thence they inferred that there never 
would be one. The powder is not held in very 
high estimation, but they showed us some more 
highly nd beautifully glazed than any we had ever 
seen, each grain appearing like polished small shot. 
The way they try the strength of powder is simple: 
a small brass mortar or tube, holding about an 
ounce, is filled, and a certain weight is fired from it 
perpendicularly in the air, near a pole, which is 
regularly graduated, the state of the atmosphere 
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being carefully noted at the time of the experi¬ 
ment. 

The dowager empress’s permission extending to 
all her establishments, wc repaired to the Foundling 
Hospitalj a large and good building, where every child 
presented is received without any other questions 
being asked, than if it has been baptized, what name 
it bears, or what name its friends desire it to bear. If 
not baptized, it is immediately carried into a chapel, 
where a priest is in attendance night and day, and 
the ceremony is performed, after which, in the re¬ 
ceiving-room, it is stripped of its own clothes (gene¬ 
rally rags), washed, clothed, and ticketed, according 
to the hospital regulations, and handed over to a 
particular nurse and ward. In a few days it is vac¬ 
cinated, and when recovered, is sent into the coun¬ 
try to be reared, having a board attached to it, on 
which is painted every particular which may here¬ 
after be necessary, in order to identify it. Several 
were brought in while we were in the receiving- 
room, some very young, perhaps not a day old. It 
was curious to see the nonchalance with which the 
dressers laid them on a table, stripped, washed, 
dressed, and handed them over to the nurses. It 
was not unlike a baker with so much dough, or a 
loaf of bread, put under flannel. Wc also saw se¬ 
veral that had been lately vaccinated; their arms 
were a good deal inflamed. All the wards were 
very dry, clean, and neat; each child has a separate 
nurse. In general the nurses were very ill-looking, 
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and many of them had had eyes. Bnt the children 
that had returned from the country, of whom we 
saw a good number from three to five years old, 
were healthy, good-looking, and neatly clothed. 
After that age they are soon disposed of in the 
different imperial establishments, where they arc 
obliged to serve at least twenty-five years. One 
hundred and fifty hoys, and the same number of 
girls, are, however, retained at the hospital, and 
receive a finished education, learning four lan¬ 
guages, Russ, Latin, French, and German, besides 
drawing, dancing, music, §rc. $rc. We were much 
struck with the difference in the appearance of the 
two sexes ; _ the females being all good-looking and 
healthy, many of them very pretty and interesting, 
while the males were absolutely the most ill- 
looking we had ever seen : however, to the credit 
of the establishment be it said, they were equally 
healthy. Many of them are bringing up as me¬ 
dical men. A school for midwifery is well filled^ 
and likely to prove extremely beneficial to the 
country: before receiving a diploma, allowing them 
to practice, they undergo a very strict exami¬ 
nation. 

One part of the establishment deserves particu¬ 
lar notice, from the conflicting opinions which arc 
held upon it, some condemning it as most im¬ 
moral, and as lending its aid to encourage licen¬ 
tiousness, whilst others hold it to he most beneficial* 
humane, and as tending to prevent further crime. It 
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consists of certain private apartments where women 
are received, brought to bed, taken care of, and 
again leave it, without any person having the small¬ 
est right to ask one single question as to their 
names, state of life, or reasons for coming into it. 
One bad thing arises from it; I believe many an 
innocent character is traduced and reported to have 
taken advantage of the establishment, merely from 
suspicion or malignity. The number of children 
received in the first thirty days of this year, amounts 
to three hundred and sixty, and the annual admis¬ 
sions average three thousand five hundred. On the 
books of the establishment, there are at this moment 
ten thousand that are not yet independent of the 
hospital. The whole expense for the different 
branches throughout the empire is one million and a 
half of rubles, which sum is derived from endow¬ 
ments by Catharine, donations by individuals, the 
lombard or tnonl de picte, and the monopoly of cards. 
The revenue which the latter produces is very con¬ 
siderable, having been last year no less than five 
hundred thousand rubles. 

In consequence of some mistake, we could not 
sec the asylum for the deaf and dumb, which occu¬ 
pies one wing of the foundling hospital. We, how¬ 
ever, saw the poor creatures walking happily and 
contentedly in one of the three large gardens at¬ 
tached to the hospital, for the benefit of the inmates. 
In consequence of various improvements, and the 
increase of attention since the establishment has 
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been under the protection of the dowager empress, 
the number of deaths amongst the children is as¬ 
tonishingly decreased, and at least one half more 
are now brought into the world as useful members 
of society. 

The Mine Corps or College is an establishment 
for the education of three hundred and twenty state 
scholars, in order to their being employed as officers 
at the different establishments in Siberia, where they 
are expected to take a lead; but I do not under¬ 
stand that it has turned out any very clever people. 
The model-room contains some very curious models, 
and much information may be gained from a care¬ 
ful examination of them. We were shown one of 
a lake, the water of which is constantly depositing 
a matter of very nearly native iron. The museum, 
as may readily be supposed, is extremely rich in 
mineralogieal specimens; the most extraordinary 
is a solid block of malichite, weighing ninety-seven 
pouds, or three thousand four hundred and ninety- 
two pounds: to the honour of our countrymen be 
it said, the collection has been almost entirely made 
by an Englishman. A trunk of a tree is shown with 
the bones of a hog directly in its heart, and the 
root of another enveloping a large stone. 

Much curiosity is excited by an excavation in the 
rear of the building, intended to be an exact repre¬ 
sentation of an iron mine in full work; but I must 
confess, after what I saw in Sweden, it appears to 
me to be unworthy of its fame* and hardly fit to 
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assist the youngest scholars in their study of the art 
of mining. 

The Galley Haven occupies the north-west point 
of the shores of the Neva, and is conspicuous from 
two towers in which Peter is said to have often 
amused himself, and to have contemplated the future 
naval superiority of Russia in the Baltic. It com¬ 
municates with the gulf by a canal, but now con¬ 
tains only the yachts, about forty gun-boats under 
cover, and a curious floating battery of nine guns. 
The yachts are not very well fitted, and are encum¬ 
bered with guns. 

The plate-glass and porcelain manufactories are 
at two versts on the Schlusselburg road. The for¬ 
mer is said to cast the largest mirrors in the world, 
having carried them to the size of one hundred and 
sixty-eight inches by eighty-four; but they become 
enormously expensive, as when near that size they 
often crack in manufacturing. We fortunately arrived 
in time to see one of ten feet by five cast, and a simi¬ 
lar one quicksilvered. The plate of copper on which 
the glass is cast, is said to have cost twenty thousand 
rubles; the breadth and thickness are regulated by 
rods laid lengthwise, on which a heavy roller traverses 
and presses out the liquid, when poured on the plate 
from the crucible. One roll is sufficient when the 
plate is formed (neither side very smooth), and put 
into an oven for two days, after which, it is scoured, 
polished, cut to the proper dimensions, and sent to 
the quicksilvering room, where it is well rubbed 
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with cloth ; a quantity of quicksilver is poured and 
spread on silver paper, over which the glass is gra¬ 
dually and cautiously forced. When the whole 
surface is covered perfectly, that is, without air- 
bubbles or other defects, heavy weights are placed 
on the top, in which state it remains four days, when 
the glass becomes perfect, and fit for immediate use. 
Every other kind as well as plate-glass, is made at 
the establishment, and we saw some beautiful, cut 
specimens, particularly of tripods and vases, for the 
Ylagin palace, which are supposed to be clitfs-dcEUVre 
of the art. Unfortunately, however, the glass has a 
green sort of tinge, which they cannot correct. The 
porcelain is reckoned very good; the painting is done 
by boys from the foundling hospital. In the two 
establishments, there arc upwards of one thousand 
persons employed, all of whom appeared neat, clean, 
and contented. Like most of the government ma¬ 
nufactories, they are a considerable expense to the 
country, not by any means making an adequate re¬ 
turn, and this must ever be the case where compe¬ 
tition does not exist, or at least the returns will fall 
far short of what they might be made. Much has 
lately been said of a portrait of the emperor, painted 
for his mother, by Sir Thomas Lawrence. It is 
now exhibiting in the Hermitage, in the same room 
with the celebrated one by Girard, which, in the 
opinion of the Russians, has a most decided supe¬ 
riority. It has a great advantage in point of dress, 
the emperor being in full uniform, and of course 
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well set off, whereas he chose to be drawn by Sir 
Thomas in an undress, which gives him and the 
whole picture a heavy appearance. I fear, how¬ 
ever, it must be confessed, that our countryman 
has been negligent in the finishing; indeed, it is 
said, that the head shows evident signs of the mas¬ 
ter, while the drapery and ground-work equally 
betray the hand of a pupil; in short, that the face 
looks like a beautiful full moon, bursting out of 
clouds. I am sorry if his carelessness have 
given the Russians any reason for rendering the 
palm of excellence to Girard, particularly as such a 
preference has been shown to an English artist, 
Mr. Dawe, as to cause him to be employed to paint 
for the emperor, a gallery of all the generals who 
distinguished themselves during the last war, and 
in which, with respect to likenesses, he is succeeding 
admirably. Indeed, they all appear as if starting 
from the canvass, and we knew some of the generals 
afterwards in the street from .their portraits; hot I 
fear the colours are not well laid on. Mr. Dawe 
receives one thousand rubles per ttte, and is certainly 
a great man, for generals and chiefs are ordered to 
attend at such an hour and in such a dress, and 
wait his pleasure. It is even said that he does not 
always treat them with too much suavity, and he is 
further reported to have rather injured himself the 
other day by his unreasonable demands. Amongst 
other allowances, he stipulated for a table to be 
kept for him, which in Russia means only a dinner, 
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but himself and family had always been provided 
with a breakfast in addition. The steward of the 
household got him to paint his daughter, as he sup¬ 
posed, by way of friendship, but when finished, lie 
sent ill his bill for 011c thousand rubles this so en¬ 
raged the steward, that he struck off the breakfasts, to 
the great inconvenience and annoyance of the artist. 

I have before alluded to the palace of the staff 
in front of the winter palace, the interior arrange¬ 
ment of which even surpasses what might be ex¬ 
pected from its outward appearance. The staff has 
weight in all military countries, but here its power 
is quite extraordinary. The chief is all-supreme, 
and to every army he attaches an officer who is to 
correspond with him confidentially, and indepen¬ 
dently of the commander-in-chief; and in case of 
the death of the latter, he is to succeed to the com¬ 
mand of the army, till another is appointed, al¬ 
though there may be many senior or superior offi¬ 
cers present. The palace possesses a very good 
military library for the use of the officers. Before 
the French invasion, few of the aides-de-camp had 
watches, which accounted in some measure for the 
irregularity of Russian movements. By a recent regu¬ 
lation, they are not only obliged to provide them¬ 
selves with watches, but to set them every day by 
the general’s, when the daily orders are issued. The 
topographical office is well worth seeing. Officers 
of every rank may he found examining or construct¬ 
ing maps, plans, #-c.; that of St. Petersburg and 
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the environs to forty versts, is perhaps the most 
minutely traced map of the kind in existence; not 
a house, tree, gate, or wall, hut what is correctly 
marked. The military surveys of the empire may he 
bought in a whole set (as far as complete), or that 
of each government may be had separately: they arc 
all extremely well executed. We were shown all 
the sheets of Mudge’s survey of England, as far as 
they have yet been given to the public; printing and 
lithography are here carried on extensively in all 
their branches. The palace is crowned by a very 
good observatory, containing excellent instruments, 
and the best observations in the empire arc said 
to be made at it. 

In one wing they are building an incombustible 
room for the archives ; but, odd to say, the frame 
at the end window is of wood, covered with lead. 
The arch from the palace to the street is one of the 
most curious things in Petersburg, its shape being 
indefinable. 

The whole is lighted by gas, and the grand hall 
has the gas issuing from the wings and talons of 
fine bronze eagles, which produces a brilliant and 
imposing effect. We were fortunate enough to visit 
it when illuminated for the inspection of General 
Sacken, and the Prince of Wirtemberg. 

An American, who was here in the summer, had 
been intrusted with a letter for Buonaparte, from 
his brother Joseph; not having been able to de¬ 
liver it, he amused himself and friends by reading 
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it, and allowing it to be copied. As there is no doubt 
of its being genuine, and as it throws considerable 
light upon the situation and feelings of this extra¬ 
ordinary family, I think you will he pleased with 
the perusal; I have adhered literally to the original 
as to orthography, fyc. 

Philadelphia, 25 Janvier, 1818. 

Mon clicr frere, 

“ Je profite de l’occasion de M.-qui 

alant aux indes a l’espoir dc vous voir a son passage 
pour me rappeller a votre souvenir, et vous donuer 
les nonvelles que J’ai dcs personnes qui vous inte- 
ressent le plus. 

“ Cc Monsieur — — - tient a unc des plus respec¬ 
tables families de ce pays, et merite par Ini memc, 
toutc confiance. C’est unc personne dont l’attach- 
ment a tout ce qui vous appartient cst fort connu ; 
il y en a beaucoup dans cet heureux pays, qui par- 
tagent ses scutimens, et vous pouvez avoir confiance 
dans tout ce qu’il vous dira a cc snjet; l’injustice dc 
vos ennemis a votre egard leurs a ote les partisans 
qu’ils avoient autrefois ici et il n’y a aujourdhui 
qu’un vea et qu’un dfesir pour votre bonheur et 
pour la cessation des persecutions dont vous etes 
devenu I’objet et qui deshonorent a jamais le gou- 
vemement odieux qui croit devoir se conduire ainsi. 

“ Les demi&res lettres de Maman etoient du mois 
d’8 br *' elle se portoit bien et est toujours inconso¬ 
lable de votre eloignment. Pauline cst a Rome 
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die s’eSt arrangee avec son Mari—lc Cardinal nc 
jouit pas d’une bonne sante, louis voyage en italic 
et sc porte micux. Son fils aine est a Munich l’on 
m’assure qu’il epouse une fille de Eugitu;. Un jeune 
officier de Parme arrive ici denidement m’assure 
d’avoir vu 1’Imperatricc avant son depart pour ce 
pays clle lui avoit temogne le regret de ne pouvoir 
le conservcr dans le regiment qui porte son nom on 
en clmssc tous les officiers qui ont servi sous votre 
regne. Elle l’avoit charge de me dire que son fils 
se portoit bien qu’clle avoit inutillcment fait toutes 
les demarches possible pour l’avoir aupres d’cllc. 
Elle a eharg£ ce jeune officier a me dire que scs 
sentinicns pour vous 6toient les memes qu’elle nc 
pouvoit pas en ecrire dant assure que ses lettres 
lui seroient cnlcvccs, avant son embarquement elle 
etoit fort survellec ct se portoit mediocrement. 
Eliza m’ccrit en date du mois d’8 bre ' qu’elle alloit 
;l Bolognc ou elle esperoit de voir 1’Imperatricc 
Marie louise qui doit allors a florence Eliza est 
etablie a triestc oil elle a achet£ une terre au bord 
de la mer elle a de quoi vivre le Due de Padoue 
est avec elle il a perdu sa femme mortc d’une fievre 
maligne a trieste au commencement d’8 b^c • le due et 
la duchesse de Bassano sont aussi a trieste jerome 
est avec sa ferrule et son fils dans une terre pres de 
Vienne Caroline et les enfans y sont aussi l’un et 
l’autre ont aussi achete des terres dans les etats 
Autrichiens louis n’a pas obtenu le passeport pour 
venir ici avec sa famille il £sp£re toujours de I’ob- 
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tenir plus tard. Ma femme et mes enfans sont tou- 
jours A francfort sur le main sa sant£ l’empechd 
jusqu’ici de me rejoindrc elle espere pouvoir le faire 
au printemps prochain, beaucoup dc franfais ita- 
liens se sont refugies dans ce pays. Je ne pcux 
pas les secourir corame je voudrois parceque j’ai 
eprouve beaucoup de pertes les douze millions qui 
ont ete voles par les bourbons a Paris, ont mis tous 
ccux qui devoient en espere quclque resource dans 
la gene ce qui avoit kit confie al’ami dont Je vous 
avois repondu a egallement kt6 perdu il a dA sou- 
tenir un procds qu’il a perdu par le plus Strange dcs 
injustices ce qui l’a entrain^ dans les frais conside¬ 
rables. 

“ deux de vos domestiques un chef dc 1’argenterie 
et un piqueur sont arrives ici il y a quelques mois 
et m’ont apporte une lettre du general Bertrand. 
Je leur ai fait payer ce qui leur etoit dft. Ce pays 
est bon ct le peuple excellent. Je ne m’fetends pas 
davantage sur ce sujet pour ne pas augmenter vos 
regrets de ce vous n’y etes pas arrivfe comme moi. 

“ La conduite des allies paroit partout etre la 
meme tout pour eux contre les peuples aussi ceux-ci 
sont ils partout parfaits pour vous. Je desire bien 
que vous puissiez me donner de nouvelles de votre 
santd et de votre situation vous podvez confier vos 
lettres au porteur et en general tout Americain 
qui arrivent oA vous Ates l’opinion de leur nation 
est telle qu’il est bien difficile de rencontre un in- 
dividu d’une opinion divergeante. Je vous prie de 
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ne pas dueter de l’inaltcrable et tendre amitie de 
votre fr^re et ami joseph.” 

Soon after our return from Revel, Sir Charles 
Bagot had the goodness to represent to.tbc minister 
of foreign affairs, that we were anxious to have the 
honour of paying our respects to the emperor, and 
that we now only remained for that purpose, as we 
wished to reach Moscow for the carnival. Al¬ 
though the emperor had not seen many of his own, 
and none of the foreign ministers, he had the good¬ 
ness to appoint the next day for receiving us, as 
was communicated to Sir Charles by the follow¬ 
ing note. 

“ Le Secretaire d’fetat, Comte Nesselrode, ayant 
pris les ordres de S. M. I. I’Empereur, a 1’honneur 
de prevenir Son Excellence, Monsieur Le Chevalier 
Bagot, Ambassadeur Extraordinaire, et Plenipotcn- 
tiaire de S. M. B.,‘que S. M. I. a fix6 la jour nee de 
demain, dimanche le 4 Fevrier, a l’heure de midi, 
pour la presentation de MM. G. M. Jones, Capi- 
taine de Vaisseau, H. Jones Capitaine de Genie, et 
Lord Dunglass, attache a l’Ambassade de S. M. B. 
Le Comte Nesselrode s’empresse en consequence 
de prier S. E. de vouloir hien inviter ces MM. a 
se rendre demain a l’heure indiqude, a la cour au 
Palais d’Hyver, oil ils seront attendus pour itre 
presente, aprds la Messe, 4 S. M. I., L’E. Le Com¬ 
te Nesselrode saisit cette occasion de-renouveller 4 
M. L. A. l’assurance de sa haute consideration. 

“ St. Petersburg, te 3 FSvrier, 1823.” 

Vol. I. 2 I. 
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We accordingly repaired to the palace at the ap¬ 
pointed hour, and were received by M. de Kolo- 
grevof and the Prince Volkonsky, who after a time 
marshaled us in the presence-chamber, when the 
emperor immediately made his appearance brusque- 
ment in a general’s undress uniform, with tight pan¬ 
taloons and military boots, and bearing a good many 
medals and the insignia of the order of the sword, 
but no stars. He is a full-faced, fresh-coloured, 
good-looking man, with light hair, rather bald, but 
large whiskers: he is about five Jfeet nine inches 
high. 

He addressed me very kindly in French, and then 
said in English, " I speak a little English, but I am 
afraid.” I immediately replied, that his majesty 
spoke it so well, that I should feel honoured by his 
continuing to address me in English, which he did, 
and asked how I came to St. Petersburg ? What 
station or campaign I served last ? If I was pleased 
with the country, and where I intended to go ? He 
finished by saying, he hoped I should continue to 
be pleased, and not meet with any difficulties in his 
dominions. After holding a similar conversation 
with the other two, he retired, saying, he was 
happy to have seen us. I afterwards found, that 
for the last two or three years he had not before 
been known to hold a conversation with anybody 
in English, in consequence of having made a mis¬ 
take in calling Naples, Naple, when speaking to a 
foreign lady, who, professing not to understand what 
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he meant, at length, when he endeavoured to ex¬ 
plain, exclaimed, “ Oh, I suppose you mean Naples, 
don’t you ?” This so annoyed the emperor, that 
he discontinued English conversations, of which 
before he was very fond, and I must say his pro¬ 
nunciation is extremely good. He is very partial 
to the English character; has sometimes drunk tea 
with one or two of the English merchants, and 
never fails to stop and converse with Mr. Anderson, 
the oldest English inhabitant, when he meets him 
in the street. 

We found Arachief in the waiting-room. I knew 
him immediately, as he is the only person in the 
empire whom the emperor has decorated with his 
miniature, which supersedes all Orders : it is said, 
that it was sent richly set in diamonds, the whole of 
which he begged to return, saying, the miniature 
itself was so valuable as not to require ornaments. 
I got into, free conversation with him, and talking 
about the road to Moscow, I begged he would do 
me the honour to allow me to visit his military co¬ 
lony near Novgorod, the first which was established 
in the empire. The moment I made the request, 
he addressed M. de Kologrevof, in Russ, and the 
Prince Volkonsky speaking to me at the moment, 
I had no opportunity to renew the subject; but 
after' the audience M. de Kologrevof stated, that 
Arachief desired him to say, that as the colony was 
off the high road, he could not give anybody leave 

to visit it without the emperor's express permission, 

2 L 2 
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which, no doubt, upon asking, would be obtained. 
This 1 did not do, and so the matter ended; but 
upon mentioning the circumstance afterwards, I 
was informed, that during the last two years, there 
had been a mystery about the military colonies, 
which did not before exist; on the contrary, the 
emperor was fond of talking about them, and Ara- 
chief of wishing that people should visit them, but 
that now they are never mentioned, and visits are 
prohibited. 

The rise of this man has been most rapid and 
extraordinary. He was u good drill serjeant of ar¬ 
tillery, at the time Catharine kept Paul in subjec¬ 
tion, and when his only power or amusement was 
with a battalion, which she placed at his disposal, 
and to which Arachief was appointed adjutant. He 
soon won the good opinion of Paul, who appointed 
him his general of artillery, that is to say, over all 
his mother then allowed him to possess, i. e. two 
guns; but when he succeeded to the throne, he ad¬ 
vanced his favourite in the imperial artillery service, 
giving him also an estate with two thousand five 
hundred serfs: at the untimely death of his kind 
master, he expressed the most poignant grief, and 
erected a column to his memory. Alexander heard 
of and admired his fidelity, but did not bring him 
publicly forward till the French invasion, when he 
distinguished himself very much; he afterwards 
remained quietly on his estate, and soon got a con¬ 
tract for part of the Moscow road, by which he 
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enriched himself and his peasants. He then turned 
his attention to making all his serfs work on a mili¬ 
tary system, and they, either indifferent to it, or 
afraid to resist, soon fell into his plans, and a regu¬ 
lar military establishment sprung up, and attracted 
public notice, from the order, comfort, and afflu¬ 
ence, which were said to reign at it. At length the 
emperor determined to visit it, and Arachief said, 
“ I beg your majesty to arrive without giving notice, 
and to inspect it unaccompanied by me, that you 
may judge of its state, and how much the commu¬ 
nity at large is benefited by the military system 
which I have introduced, and which, I feel assured, 
is capable of improving the empire, if patronised by 
your majesty.” The emperor would not consent to 
this ; but the day of his arrival, Arachief purposely 
went in his boat to a wrong part of the river, to wait 
for him, and the emperor was obliged to cross over 
in a small boat, which he accidentally found there, 
and did inspect the colony without the presence of 
its founder. He was much struck at the superior 
comfort, happiness, and cleanliness which appeared 
to reign, although the whole is said to have been a 
delusion, the appearance being the result of the 
most arbitrary and unjustifiable measures. • In the 
meantime, Arachief returned, and finding the em¬ 
peror had crossed the Volgarof in the small boat, he 
had it carried up on men’s shoulders, placed under 
a triumphal arch, and declared it should ever after 
be held sacred, as having been the means of his ma¬ 
jesty’s unbiassed visit. When the emperor next 
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passed, he found an inscription to the purport placed 
over it in gold letters: so that pleased with all he 
saw, and really deceived as to the merits of the 
system, he placed unlimited confidence in the pro¬ 
jector, and gave him orders and authority to com¬ 
mence and continue the same scheme on nearly 
all the crown lands, by which it was proposed to 
recruit the army, and change the whole military 
system of the empire. But as I hope to visit some 
of the colonies during my journey south, I will 
not, at present, enter more fully on this interesting 
subject. 

The day after our introduction to the emperor, 
the Grand Duke Michael gave us permission to see 
his artillery seliool, or cadet corps; he is at the 
head of the artillery, having been, at his birth, cre¬ 
ated by his father “ Grand Maitre dc rArtillerie.” 
On our arrival, we'were most unexpectedly received 
by the duke in person, who took us over every 
part himself, expressing his . regret that as it was a 
holyday, little was doing; but assuring us, nothing 
was particularly prepared in consequence of our 
visit, and desiring as a favour that we would drop 
in whenever it might be convenient to us, giving at 
the same time a general order for our. admission. 
The few scholars left upon duty appeared fine, in¬ 
telligent youths $ they are admitted at fourteen, 
and when they have gone through the course of in¬ 
struction, they receive commissions. The number 
is limited to one hundred and sixty: we noticed a 
cossack and a Greek amongst them; the duke 
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treated them all with kindness. There appears to 
be a laudable rivalry between him and his brother, 
with respect to their two corps and schools. 

The duke afterwards condescended to accompany 
us to all the hospitals of the imperial guards, when 
his conduct was most pleasing. The moment he 
entered, a general burst of “ you are welcome,” 
broke from the patients, to all of whom he had 
something kind to say, while patting them on the 
shoulder, he explained to me where they had dis¬ 
tinguished themselves, Sfc. 

The whole were in the most perfect order, and 
impossible to be exceeded in neatness or comfort in 
any country. In proof that our visit was unex¬ 
pected, and that nothing was prepared for onr re¬ 
ception, we entered the hospital of the Semenovskoi 
regiment, without even the guard being turned out 
for the grand duke, and we were in the wards be¬ 
fore any of the medical attendants. At last, the 
officer of the guard came like a culprit; the duke 
gave him a deuce of a wigging, and put him under 
an arrest, but turned round to me, and smiling, said, 
it was only to frighten him. As I have before re¬ 
marked, there are look-out men at the corner of 
every street, in order to prevent the guards being 
taken by surprise, some bf which we had passed, 
but in consequence of the dukejjeing wrapped up, 
and followed by our party, in, I believe, four sledges, 
they did not know him. He finally took us into the 
chancellerie of the regiment, where all the records 
from the period of its formation are kept; amongst 
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other documents, he shewed an autograph letter 
from Peter the Great, addres&d generally to the 
regiment, informing them of the birth of his son, 
the unfortunate Alex} Petrovitch, in 1690, and that 
he presented him to them as a comrade. It is 
written with all the fond delight and affection of a 
father, and proves how much he must have •felt at 
his unworthy conduct, before he could bring him¬ 
self to adopt those harsh measures towards him, 
which, there is too much reason to suppose, has¬ 
tened, if not caused, his premature death, and im- 
bittered the last years of Peter’s life. During the 
whole of these visits, the duke conversed with us 
all in the most unaffected manner, and had me ge¬ 
nerally hold by the arm. 

The general military hospital we found rather 
crowded, having two thousand one hundred and 
twenty-two patients within it. The wards were at 
a high temperature, but still very clean; the com¬ 
plaints were chiefly colds, consumptions, a species 
of ophthalmia, and venereal. We were surprised 
to find lads of fourteen and fifteen with the latter 
complaint; and although nobles, as they had not 
attained the rank of officers, they were in a com¬ 
mon ward, and looked miserable enough. The 
officers are three in a room; we saw thirty-two of 
them, *one being a. priest. 

The oculist, M. Ranse, is a remarkably clever 
man, and has successfully performed several ope¬ 
rations for cataracts, even after ten years’ depri¬ 
vation of sight. Attached to the hospital are a 
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medical academy and museum. The latter is ex> 
tremely valuable, said worthy of attention, as it 
contains, amongst other collections, a series of fastus 
and uteri, from one week to five months old, ar¬ 
ranged by our countryman Cruikshanks, and a 
microscopic series of anatomical preparations of the 
human body, where the finest membranes, #c., are 

illustrated by a Prussian: and they boast, that a 
mummy is that of the body of the beautiful Cle¬ 
opatra. The academy has been -founded by Sir 
James Wiley, who is the president; and it is to his 
able and fostering hand that the military hospitals 
of Russia are indebted for the high state of per¬ 
fection to which they have attained. Sir James 
had the goodness to accompany us on our visits to 
them. His personal history is singular, and tends to 
prove, that with a little good fortune and common 
prudence, Ability must, in spite of envy, gradually 
elevate a man to the highest employment in the 
medical department in this country, although the 
aristocracy is every thing. Sir James proves him¬ 
self worthy of his advancement, by his recol¬ 
lection of old times and old friends. He received 
a medical education in Scotland, and early in life 
came over to • this country as surgeon to a noble 
family, and fortunately performing an operation 
upon Kutuzof, the favourite of Paul, he was taken 
Into the service of the court. He became a great 
favourite'of the present emperor, and has now for 
twenty years been his constant companion, whether 
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in the field or attending congresses; in short, the 
emperor never travels without him, or misses a day 
without seeing him, sans ciremonie. The first and 
only time Sir James was ever in England, was at 
the termination of*the war in 1814, when he ac¬ 
companied the emperor upon his visit. He was 
present at the meeting between him and our regent, 
who paid Alexander some compliments upon the 
prowess of his army, when the emperor, intro, icing 
Sir James, said, it is to a subject of yours I owe my 
chief success ; without health an army is nothing, 
and he formed my hospitals. The regent imme¬ 
diately knighted Sir James with the sword of Platof. 
A few days after, when on board of the Impregnable, 
somebody having told the emperor that the regent 
had made his own physician a baronet, he mentioned 
it to him, upon which the regent said, “ Well, I 
will make yours one and sending for Sir James, 
desired him to consider himself a baronet, as a 
patent should be immediately ordered. Sir James 
quite overcome, n»ultered something about being un¬ 
able to bear such a quick succession of the regent’s 
goodness and honours, which, however, did not end 
here, for Alexander himself forming his coat of 
arms, requested he might be permitted to have sup¬ 
porters, which the regent granted, and it is particu¬ 
larly mentioned in the patent. They are two of the 
Sgjffenovskoi guard. In the act of dressing the 
weiund of a man belonging to the regiment on a 
field of battle, Sir James had met with an accident, 
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which caused the loss of one of his fingers, “ there* 
fore,” said the emperor, “ you must have two of 
the guards to support you; a cossack for your crest, 
that he may defend you, and an eagle introduced in 
your shield, that if the other two cannot protect 
you, it inay fly away with you, and bear you clear 
of all your enemies.” With all his power, and cer¬ 
tainly with move influence over the emperor and 
all the imperial family than any man in the empire, 
he conducts himself with so much modesty, ur¬ 
banity, and kindness to everybody, that h** is gene¬ 
rally beloved and respected ; ever ready to do a kind 
action, but never taking an undue liberty with any 
of the imperial family or ministers. Nor does any 
false pride induce him to forget his origin, as he 
related to me in a public company, that in youth 
he was so very poor, as to be unable to pay for all 
the classes at college, and, therefore, was frequently 
obliged to bribe the doorkeepers. On one occa¬ 
sion, the door-keeper proved ineaoraoic to bribe or 
entreaty, and he was on the point of being deprived 
of a most interesting lecture, when an Irishman, 
by the name of Gimley, caine up and said, “ I have 
only so much, but I will share it with you,” and 
generously paid his fee. Sir James regrets most 
exceedingly, that in spite of every inquiry, he has 
never been able to find him out and evince his 
gratitude. He has, very properly, not allowed his 
poor relations to flock out to St. Petersburg, but 
he has taken one nephew by the hand, and pro- 
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cured him, according to his ability, a high situation 
in the medical staff of the cavalry. The naval 
hospitals are under the direction of another coun¬ 
tryman of ours, Dr. Leighton, and their state does 
him equal credit. On a visit to the general hos¬ 
pital at this place, we had unexpectedly, and cer¬ 
tainly unsought for, an opportunity of seeing a most 
delicate operation, successfully performed by Dr. 

Gibbs, an Englishman, and Dr.-, a German. 

It was an aneurism, which rendered it necessary to 
take up the sub-clavian artery, an operation which 
has only been three times attempted; twice in 
Paris, and once in London: one of the Parisian 
patients died under it, the other two cases suc¬ 
ceeded. The whole of the surgeons of the naval 
staff were assembled, booted, spurred, and some 
with stars, and none, except the very operators, 
were allowed to unharness. As may be supposed, 
in such a delicate operation, without experience, 
there was much anxiety and some doubt: a false 
incision would prove instant death; and it must be 
acknowledged, the operation was unnecessarily long 
and painful, during which the patent was forcibly 
held in position, and such was his dread of his su¬ 
periors, that their harsh commands often obliged 
him to stifle his cries into groans or moans, al¬ 
though the operation was protracted to nearly two 
hours: when finished the poor fellow became com¬ 
posed, and kissed Dr. Leighton’s hand with fervour. 

The hospital is a monument of Peter’s foresight, 
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part of it having been built in his time, for the very 
purpose to which it is now appropriated. 

In consequence of the ability and wise regula¬ 
tions of the doctor, the imperial navy has been 
brought to an unexampled state of health. In proof 
of this, a squadron arrived in the autumn from 
Archangel, with the crews and ships in perfect order, 
a thing never before heard of, and the senior officer, 
Captain Candler, has in consequence been presented 
by the emperor with a diamond cross, to be worn 
round his neck. Till last year, the ships had never 
been known to arrive except in the greatest distress 
and misery. A certain number of vessels are built 
every year at Archangel, the crews arc sent from 
hence, and remain with little or nothing to do till 
the ships are launched, which, by ill management, 
is protracted till late in the season : it being a bar 
harbour they a're sent over it quite light with only 
their lower masts in. The moment they are moored 
outside the bar, transports come alongside with their 
ballast, stores, rigging, and provisions; Every thing 
is thrust on board at random, and the ships arc 
hurried to sea, without time to arrange their stores, 
or get the rigging in order, with their crews worn 
out, and supplied with bad provisions. By this 
time the equinoctial gales have set in, accompanied 
with an undue proportion of foggy or hazy weather, 
with which they generally have to contend off the 
North Cape, so that the service has always been 
considered one of great danger. By the represent 
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tations of Dr. Leighton they have been made to 
launch the ships earlier, and to supply them with 
better provisions, the good effects of which have 
been felt in Captain Candler’s successful passage. 
Whoever is acquainted with the obstinate bigotry 
with which every old custom is adhered to in this 
country, will know how to appreciate exertions 
which could produce such a salutary change. We 
had likewise heard much of the philanthropic pro¬ 
ceedings of some Englishmen, which had effected 
an extraordinary improvement in the discipline and 
consequent comfort of the prisoners in the town 
gaol. We accordingly visited it with considerable 
feelings of expectation, which I lament to say were 
most cruelly disappointed. If any beneficial change 
has been wrought, the previous fate of the prisoners 
must have degraded them to a level with the brute 
creation, for more wretchedness, filth?and restraint, 

_^ j|. * 

I never saw in my life. It is nevertheless said, that 
the exertions made to bring them to their present 
comparative state of comfort, cost the life of an 
amiable, and in the cause of humanity, indefati¬ 
gable man, Mr. Wenning, who fell a victim to a 
fever caught in visiting the prison. However, it 
must be acknowledged that in the wing appropriated 
to the females, the beneficial result of their philan¬ 
thropy is most apparent, the inmates being clean, 
and the apartments neat and in good order. An 
affecting incident had just occurred; the daughter 
of a general officer had been seduced, and had com- 
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mitted infanticide, which being discovered, she was 
sentenced to the knout, and to be banished to 
Siberia for life. Much interest being made for 
her, the sentence was to be remitted, if anybody, 
could be found to make her his wife. The friends 
offered twenty-five thousand rubles, which had 
been accepted by a man, and a few days before our 
visit she had been liberated, after the marriage 
ceremony had been performed. The English com¬ 
mittee have procured apartments, and established a 
bookbinder in the prison, who finds employment for 
the industrious prisoners, many of whom earn a 
ruble a day : the work is chiefly for the Bible So¬ 
ciety. However, the prisoners in general are a 
hardened and villanous set, crime being strongly 
depicted in their countenances. Many of them 
have been five years in gaol, and do not yet know 
their final scfftence. We were the more disap¬ 
pointed and disgusted with all we saw, from the 
previous report which we had heard of its excellent 
state. It had been said to be modelled after the 
most perfect county gaol in England, that of Bury 
St. Edmunds, the plan and regulations of which had 
been sent out by the particular desire of the em¬ 
peror, and for which he had bestowed some dia¬ 
mond rings, without any of them reaching the go¬ 
vernor who forwarded the plans. 

From this scene of woe, I will now lead you to one 
of joy and happiness, the marriage between two chil¬ 
dren of the richest merchants of this city, the report 
of which had made much noise during a month, 
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and intense anxiety was manifested to be present at 
the celebration. Accordingly, on a Sunday evening, 
for it always takes place in the evening, and generally 
.on the Sabbath, immense crowds were seen flocking 
into, and surrounding the Kajan church. Wc, for¬ 
tunately for the gratification of our curiosity (but 
unfortunately for our olfactory nerves, for such a 
stench arising from saturated sbube^, #*c., was never 
before experienced by Englishmen), succeeded in 
making our way so as to be pretty near the tempo¬ 
rary altar erected for the occasion. The happy pair 
at length, with difficulty, took their stations; the 
bridegroom plainly, the bride richly dressed, and 
wearing a profusion of diamonds on her head. The 
ceremony of marriage is always performed in the 
church, and it consists of three parts:— 

First, the betrothing, in which the parties ex¬ 
change rings, and pledge their mgftual love and 
fidelity. The second is the matrimonial Coronation, 
and is properly the rite of marriage. The third is 
the dissolving of the crowns. Formerly the crowns 
were garlands of flowers, but at present every church 
has two crowns made either of gold or silver. 

In the matrimonial coronation, the priest hav¬ 
ing • pointed out the duties of the connubial 
connexion, and interrogated the parties in respect 
to their mutual consent, crowns the bridegroom 
first, saying, The servant of God—is crowned 
for the handmaid of God—in the name of God, $*c. 
Then taking the second crown he puts it on the 
head of the bride, saying, The handmaid of God 
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—is crowned for the servant of God—in the name of 
the Father, 8fc. On dissolving the crowns the priest 
concludes with this prayer, “We thy servants, O 
Lord, having ratified the contract,and performed the 
office of marriage, as in Cana of Galilee, and laid 
np the symbols of it, give glory to thee, the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, now and for ever 
unto ages of ages.” All these offices are now joined 
in one service. No marriages are solemnized in Lent. 
Second and third marriages are not considered com¬ 
mendable, and a fourth is altogether forbidden. 

From the church they proceeded to the house 
of the father of the bridegroom, where a sump¬ 
tuous dinner was provided exclusively for eighty 
married people ; after which, ceremonies are said 
to have taken place, and to have attended the con¬ 
summation, fit only for their knowledge and pre¬ 
sence. Whether this be true or not, the next even- 
ing was dedicated to a magnificent dinner and ball 
to all the young friends of the parties, and to the 
latter of which they did me the favour to admit 
me. I went about midnight, and was most cordi¬ 
ally received by the father-in-law, an indigo mer¬ 
chant as rich as a Jew, yet dressed in the common 
costume, and wearing his beard. After drinking a 
bumper of champagne with him, he conducted me 
to their chamber where the happy pair were seated 
to receive their friends—the bridegroom about 
twehty-three, the bride fifteen 5 the latter superbly 
dressed. In accordance to custom I kissed her 
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hand, and she saluted my cheek : a number of rich 
presents were displayed with taste about the room, 
and under a satin' cover certain proofs were said to 
be deposited, for the gratification of the sceptics, if 
any such there were. The bed was guarded at each 
corner by four discreet matrons. Like most Russian 
marriages, this was one of convenience, the lady 
being at school when the proposal was made; but, 
as her father told me, it was too good a chance to 
be lost, and she was immediately sent for home to 
receive her future husband. His father was by far 
the richer man of the two, although hers is more 
refined, having left off the national costume and 
beard, and he is even so far polished as to speak a 
little French. Dancing was kept up with great 
spirit, and champagne was handed about every 
instant till five o’clock, when everybody retired, 
highly pleased with their hospitable .reception. 

We were lately magnificently entertained by a dis¬ 
tinguished general officer, who made us many offers 
of civility. He had a fine family, all of whom speak 
English very well, as also several other languages, 
there being tutors and governesses of different na¬ 
tions in the family. He is a widower, and his daugh¬ 
ter, of about thirteen, sat at table, with an English 
lady on one hand, and a French one on the other; 
she 'spoke both languages, as also Italian, fluently, 
but had difficulty in making herself understood By 
the servants in Russ, so little is it spoken in genteel 
society. We met Count Stolstoz there, who, as 
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Well as the general, expressed great surprise that 
we were not invited to a fete about to be given by 
Count Litter and of which there had been much con¬ 
versation, there having only been one other during 
the whole winter. He said there must be some mis¬ 
take, which he would speak to the count about and 
rectify, so that we should receive an invitation. 
However, the fete passed off without us, and Count 
Stolstoz told us he had spoken to the count, who 
replied, “ It is true, I know there are two English 

officers passing the winter here, and I have seen 
them always at court; but as they are too proud to 
condescend to call upon me, I cannot invite them 
to my party.” And we have now found out, that, 
instead of a court introduction being an introduc¬ 
tion to everybody, Russian etiquette expects that 
you immediately call pr send your card to every 
person of distinction, and that in consequence of our 
not having done so, we had been looked upon with 
a jealous eye, and considered extremely proud and 
unbending—a character we by no means deserved, or 
wished to act up to, as it would be the means of 
defeating the object we had in view, that of acquiring 
an intimate knowledge of the nature,, customs, and 
manners of the country. We certainly felt annoyed; 
however, upon speaking to Colonel Cathcart on.the 
subject, he regretted the circumstance, but assured 
us little had been lost, for the only two parties had 
been those before alluded to, Petersburg never having 
been known to be so dull during a winter; some im- 

4 M 4 
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puting it to the absence of the emperor, others to 
the general complaint of poverty: the latter I think 
the more probable. We had 'been confirmed in 
some measure in our error of a court introduction 
being a general introduction to every party, by 
having, so soon after our appearance at court, re¬ 
ceived the invitation of the Grand Veneur Nariskin, 
to his grand fete, which was only interrupted by 
the death of his sister-in-law. As we had not at 
the time called upon him, our obligations are due to 
him, and he has proved himself more a man of the 
world than any of the other great officers of state. 

Soon after our arrival, society sustained a very 
great loss by the death of the Duke of Serra Ca- 
priola, Neapolitan minister, and father of the Corps 
Diplomatique, a fine, old nobleman of seventy-six, 
married into qne of the first families in Russia, at 
which court he had resided upwards of forty years. 
We met him at Sir Charles Bagot’s, and he had 
given us a general invitation to his house; but 
death laid his cold and remorseless hands on him, 
before we could take advantage of his friendly offer. 
We, however, sprinkled holy water over him as he 
lay in state in his chapclle ardente, and afterwards 
attended his remains to the catholic church, where 
high and solemn mass was performed by the vene¬ 
rable bishop, near ninety years old, in the presence 
of all the first people in the city. He died univer¬ 
sally beloved and respected: even to within a few 
days of his death he was the soul of society. 
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The ground has not this winter been so hard 
frozen as to prevent interment, though the cold has 
been such as to cause considerable inconvenience 
to the pall-bearers and attendants. The protestant 
cemetery is at a considerable distance. A young 
Englishman, who was highly respected, died, and in 
attending his remains to the grave, several of his 
friends caught such severe colds as to be nearly fol¬ 
lowing his example. The cemetery contains many 
interesting monuments; but we were particularly 
struck byalarge one, to the memory of an amiable and 
highly accomplished countrywoman of ours, the late 
lady of Admiral Tchitchagof, and daughter of the 
late commissioner Proby, one of the companions of 
Anson. It bears the following epitaph inscribed in 
English, after her style, title, $*c. 

My bliss for ever have I buried here. 

•it ».“ 

I also saw a neat tomb, highly panegyrical of my 
late friend, Mr. Cassamajor, who died here, as our 
minister, universally regretted. 

Since the aggrandizement of the empire, several 
new terms to distinguish the different acquisitions 
have sprung up, viz., Great Russia, or the original 
provinces, such as Moscow, Vladimir, <§r .; Little 
Russia, or the Ukraine, Kiof, Tchernigof, <§•<?.,* 
White Russia, or Smolensko, Mokelef, 8$c; New 
Russia, or Ekaterinoslaf, Sec. $rc. The united po¬ 
pulation may be reckoned at fifty-three million 
three hundred thousand ; while in Poland there 
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is an acquisition of two million seven hundred 
thousand, making a grand total of fifty-six mil¬ 
lion. 

The strength of the Russian army is variously 
reported; but from the best sources of information, 
I shall venture to state it at eight hundred thousand 
men of all arms, of whom, perhaps, not more than 
four hundred thousand are positively efficient for 

field duties. Six grand armies are known by the 
following designations: viz., advanced guard, under 
the command of Constantine, consisting of eighty 
thousand; army of the right, eighty thousand; 
army of the centre, two hundred and forty thou¬ 
sand ; army of the left, or that on the Pruth, eighty 
thousand; army in Georgia, #-c., under General 
Yermolof, seventy thousand; army of the colonies, 
one hundred thousand; while the .remainder is dis¬ 
persed over the provinces of this vast empire, in 
garrisons, £*c., or" consists of cossacks, and other 
irregular troops, which can, in case of necessity, be 
brought forward. For instance, the cossacks at all 
times provide ten thousand cavalry, which serve as 
police all over the empire; but in war they usually 
send forty or fifty thousand into the field. This 
immense Russian army is kept up by an occasional 
levy upon the peasantry on all the estates through¬ 
out the empire, which levy it is the object of the 
military colonies to render unnecessary; and in aid 
of which object the emperor has just decreed, that 
the army shall be allbwed to decrease gradually one- 
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third, or to five hundred and thirty thousand, which 
will be a great relief to the country in every respect. 

During the early part of our sojourn here, we 
had several opportunities of seeing the imperial 
guards under arms, and also some sham-fights, with 
troops of all arms. The whole were remarkably 
steady under fire, and the cavalry charges the most 
impetuous my brother had ever witnessed ; yet all 
went off without accident. 

The imperial guard consists of forty thousand 
men, picked out' from all the regiments in the ser¬ 
vice, the colonels, when recpiired, being obliged to 
furnish their best and handsomest soldiers; and if 
upon their arrival at Petersburg, they are not ap¬ 
proved they must be exchanged, and the expense 
falls upon the colonel who sent them. 

Formerly an adjutant of the emperor’s was sent 
down, and the regiment was drawn out for his in¬ 
spection and choice, but the officers sent the best 
men to the hospital, or took them for servants, and 
the rest of the fine-looking ones were instructed to 
make wry faces, appear lame, #•<:., so that when the 
adjutant came to a fine grown fellow, but with con¬ 
tortions, he would exclaim. “ What a pity so fine 
a fellow should be too ugly for the imperial guard.” 
The emperor finding this plan did not procure him. 
good men, left the selection to the colonels, with 
the understanding, that if rejected, the expense 
should fall upon them. Many preferred the ex¬ 
pense to losing their prime men, and sent the se- 
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condary soldiers, with an assurance that they were 
the best. After a time the emperor became annoyed 
at his ill success, and if bad men were presented, 
he would say, " If these are the best men, what a 
miserable colonel and regiment it must be, let them * 
be broke or sent upon a disagreeable service.” So 
that now, for their own credit and advantage, they 
are obliged, when required, to furnish their finest 
and best men, particularly those who possess hono¬ 
rary distinctions. Yet with all these advantages, of a 
selection from eight hundred thousand men, the ex¬ 
tent of the embodied army, I should not say that, 
generally speaking, the imperial guard is composed 
of extraordinarily fine men. Indeed, taken indi¬ 
vidually, they are mediocre; as a body, they cer¬ 
tainly look well, although they are short, but they 
are dressed and made up for effect. Their clothes 
fit well; they are dreadfully drawn in above the 
hips, and by way of forming a good bust, they are 
obliged to carry their spare trowsers across the 
chest; and upon the whole are so braced up, as to 
be unfit for active or quick movements. The 
bracing-in system was carried to such a pitch, as 
to cause the deaths of many; and upon the repre¬ 
sentation of Sir James Wiley, the emperor issued 
an order dispensing with it; but as the colonels 
know he is pleased with this appearance of the sol¬ 
diers, they encourage them in the practice, although 
they do not absolutely order it. 

The two regiments of cavalry, one called La 
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Chevalier Garde, and the other La Garde & Cheval, 
both dressed in white, are, together with their 
horses, the finest I have ever seen, not even ex¬ 
cepting our own Life Guards, or Les Grenadiers 
de la Garde 4 Cheval in France. The court-dress 
of the officers is red, and looks very handsome. 
We unfortunately were one day overtaken by a 
party of the privates on a narrow trotloir, and al¬ 
though my brother is six feet high, we were both 
like Gulliver amongst the Brobdignags; we came 
out like'millers, and were, very nearly smothered by 
their pipe-clay. The weight they carry to a charge 
with their powerful horses must be irresistible. 

The attachment of the whole of the guards to 
the imperial family has never been doubted, and, 
therefore, the mutiny of one of the regiments in 
1820, caused a great sensation. It did not, however, 
arise from disaffection, but from the extreme seve¬ 
rity of the discipline, which the general command¬ 
ing it had introduced; and he frequently struck them 
on the face, a punishment they could not bear. 
The Grand Duke Michael was first sent to reduce 
them to subordination, but they coolly told him to 
return, as he was a beardless boy; but on the ap¬ 
pearance of the reigning empress, who is adored 
throughout the empire by all classes, they quietly 
submitted. They were afterwards broke as a regi¬ 
ment, but this instance of open resistance, and proof 
that they dared to think for themselves, caused a great 
sensation, and the whole of the regiments were af- 
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terwards exiled from Petersburg. It was only- 
last summer that they returned, after having been 
inspected by the emperor; on which occasion they 
were forgiven, and a magnificent military fete en¬ 
sued, at which his majesty assisted, and, I believe, 
perfect confidence is restored. 

But in consequence of so extraordinary and un¬ 
expected an event having taken place during the 
emperor’s absence, he, last year, when he repaired 
to the congress at Verona, appointed a secret re¬ 
gency : that is, three persons weife empowered to 
act in his name, in case of any emergency, but 
without such a case arising, they were to continue 
their ordinary, individual employments. General 
Saeken, the commander-in-chicf of the first army, 
was at the head of the commission, and Sparansky 
was also a member. Both of them had been victims 
of intrigue (so common in Russia),and arenowproofs 
of the emperor’s sound discrimination, sense, and 
judgment, when unfettered by foreign or domestic 
influence. The power which Napoleon exercised 
over all the sovereigns of Europe, with the ex¬ 
ception of our own, is too well known to be at¬ 
tempted to be denied by anybody, a power, in 
many instances, amounting almost to fascination, 
and under the dominion of which, Alexander fell 
in common with others. As Saeken and Sparansky 
had the honour and good of their master at heart, 
it is not to be wondered that Caulincourt was 
ordered to attempt their ruin, or that he sue- 
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cecded in removing them from the person of the 
emperor, and finally into banishment, where they 
remained as long as French intrigue triumphed; 
but when it succumbed before common reason, 
they were the first to be recalled to the confi¬ 
dence of the sovereign. But, as is often the case, 
much good has proceeded from evil, and great 
benefit was derived from Sparansky’s banishment 
to Siberia, whither he was sent one morning by 
the influence of Caulincourt, after he had trans¬ 
acted official business with the emperor, without 
perceiving that his disgrace was at hand. As an 
exile, lie gained an intimate knowledge of that 
extensive country, which is divided into two govern¬ 
ments, over both of which he has since been nomi¬ 
nated governor-general, and has corrected innu¬ 
merable abuses which he knew by experience to 
exist. He feels a lively interest in meliorating the 
condition of the exiles ; for which purpose he fre¬ 
quently makes a tour of personal inspection. He 
is much respected, and is supposed to be the most 
upright man in the empire. He docs not hold any 
ostensible situation in the government, but has great 
influence as private secretary to the emperor. 

The ministers in general are considered to be 
without the slightest patriotism, merely striving to 
benefit themselves and families during the time they 
may be in office, well knowing that when out, they 
themselves will be harassed by their successors. It 
is no uncommon tiling for a man to have retired 
for many years from public employment, supposing 
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every account and transaction, settled, and to be 
called upon unexpectedly to pay large sums; and if 
unable, his estates are confiscated, because, perhaps 
he has lost the necessary documents for justifying 
himself, or because the witnesses may be dead. The 
finance department is in the worst possible state. 
In order to sustain the revenue, so as to serve 
the present minister’s time, recourse has been had 
to such experiments as nearly to ruin the receipt of 
many taxes, and generally to diminish the permanent 
income of the state, although they serve to produce 
a sum for a momentary exigency. I will instance 
two articles, brandy and salt, both manufactured 
in the empire, and both formerly good in kind, pro¬ 
ducing a great and steady revenue to the crown ; 
but the former has within these few years been 
subject to such strong and vexatious measures, that 
it has deteriorated in quality so much, as to become 
nearly a slow poison, whilst the duty has decreased 
considerably in amount. Last year an order was 
issued, that every Kabak should pay a certain sum, 
as the dnty upon spirits sold, let the consumption 
be what it might, and this sum was rated at much 
beyond the average amount. The masters remon¬ 
strated, but were told, if the duty was not paid, 
their licenses would be suspended, and their stock 
confiscated, and in consequence of which they have 
been reduced to the necessity of diluting or mixing 
the spirit with pungent, pernicious ingredients, in the 
one case, to the prejudice of the customer’s pocket, 
in the other, to that of his health ; but in both pro- 
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ducing a sadly immoral feeling. So bad is the qua¬ 
lity, that it is a common saying, that M. Gourief 
has put a stop to drunkenness in Russia, for 
although what is sold for brandy may stupify, it 
can never exhilarate or make a man drunk. 

Native salt, in Catharine’s time, was cheap and 
plentiful, both in Petersburg and Moscow; but of late 
years heavy taxes have been so oppressively levied 
upon it, as to render the trade unprofitable, and, in 
consequence of which, it has become dear and 
scarce, and they-have been obliged to encourage the 
importation of salt to the great prejudice of their own 
inexhaustible mines and lakes. They now see their 
folly ; but the mischief will require many years to 
repair it, and in the mean time the revenue and the 
credit of government suffer. 

Under such systems the fair and honourable mer¬ 
chant must be driven out of the market by the 
contrabandist, for their impolitic measures extend 
to foreign as well as domestic commerce. It is 
incontrovertible that the consumption of British ma¬ 
nufactured goods, has not in the slightest degree 
decreased in Russia since the almost prohibitory 
and vexatious import regulations have been acted 
upon. Yet their effect has been such as to bear 
hard upon all the old, established, and respectable, 
English commercial houses, which, ever since the 
foundation of the city, have been its greatest orna¬ 
ment and support. I have met two or three intel¬ 
ligent travellers employed by mercantile houses in 
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England, who came out to ascertain whether it was 
possible to continue their exports to Russia; or 
whether it would be more prudent to wind up their 
accounts, and close all dealings with the country: 
the result of their inquiries has been invariably in 
favour of the latter measure. From this it must 
result, that the'contraband trade is flourishing, and 
with such temptations and such an extent of fron¬ 
tier, it will be impossible to prevent it, for however 
strong and even vindictive measures may drive 
it from one part, it cannot faif to be success¬ 
fully carried to another. Yet with all these urgent 
proofs before their eyes, such are the national vanity 
and blind confidence, that hardly a month passes 
without a flaming Ukaz issuing for the encourage¬ 
ment, as it is called, of native manufactures, or an 
equally flaming report of a new establishment; or 
the success of an old one. 

I have before remarked upon the extraordinary 
depression of the paper money, eight hundred mil¬ 
lions of rubles, or about thirty-three million sterling, 
being in circulation, and how much the exchange 
is, in consequence, against Russia ; yet a short time 
since a magnificent Exchange was built, which was 
opened, and a colossal bust of the emperor inau¬ 
gurated with much pomp and ceremony. The 
building is certainly imposing, spacious, and well 
calculated for its intended purpose; but by some 
error of the architects, probably similar to the 
errors of the minister of finance, soon after its 
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completion, part of the roof fell in; but all* has 
been again put to rights, or rather, like the revenue, 
patched up. 

Some of our merchants, feeling how ill they have 
been treated, refused to subscribe to the inaugura¬ 
tion fete, and perhaps they were right, because it 
was offering incense at a shrine they could neither 
respec t nor have confidence in. 

The former commercial treaties with Russia 
placed the English merchants upon high and re¬ 
spectable grounds ; they were only amenable to the 
college of commerce, and, unless for some breach of 
the public laws, the police had no jurisdiction over 
them. They were exempt from the quartering of 
soldiers, or the civil servants of the crown, and pos¬ 
sessed the privilege of paying their qpstoms in the 
currency of the empire, and not in foreign bullion 
(to be occasionally obtained only at very advanced 
prices), as exacted from the subjects of other na¬ 
tions not protected by commercial treaties. They 
could, likewise, carry on their commerce without 
being enrolled in one of the Guilds. 

This treaty, or rather the term for which it had 
been prolonged, expired about the year 1806, when 
Mr. Stuart, our then charge d?affaires at the court 
of St. Petersburg, with that ability and tact for 
which he has since been so distinguished, contrived 
to carry the point of its unconditional renewal. But 
as his rank was not thought at home sufficiently 
high to conclude so important an affair, or ministers 
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perhaps, wishing to give iclat to the ambassador 
whom they had just appointed, the signing was 
deferred till his arrival, which was much protracted 
by a visit to Stockholm. When he did arrive, 
by an ill-judged attempt to add some clause favour¬ 
able to the Hudson Bay Company, together with 
the increasing French influence, nothing was done 
before hostilities ensued, and negatived the whole 
arrangement. It is much to be regretted that 
after the expulsion of the French, and the saving 
of Prussia from the grasp of Buorfaparte, certainly 
by our extraordinary exertions, such were (as they 
were called) the chivalrous feelings of our ministers, 
that the whole of the exclusive privileges of our 
merchants, which tended so much to their respecta¬ 
bility, were instantly lost sight of. They were re¬ 
duced to the level of and amalgamated with the 
generality of foreigners in Russia, and consequently 
lost their former high and independent station. 
They are now obliged, in order to obtain certain 
privileges, to inscribe themselves as foreign guests, 
or in the first guild, both of which require a capital 
of fifty thousand rubles. Upon this a considerable 
annual sum is paid in advance, and they cannot 
withdraw their names without paying a heavy fine, 
even should they wish to quit the empire, and re¬ 
tire from commerce. 

The obligation of enrolment as a foreign guest, 
or in one of the guilds or privileged societies, into 
which all the tradesmen and merchants in Russia 
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are divided, according to the amount of their capital, 
is extremely onerous, because, as so much depends 
upon the supposed wealth of a commercial house, 
a considerable sacrifice will often of necessity be 
made to public opinion, by subscribing to a higher 
guild than the positive amount of capital would 
justify, in order to inspire that confidence so abso¬ 
lutely necessary in mercantile transactions. 

The importance to Russia of the trade with Eng¬ 
land, may be judged of by the circumstance that, 
out of one thousand and seventy-four ships which 
arrived at Cronstadt during the last year, five hun¬ 
dred and ninety-four were British ; of the one 
thousand which arrived at Riga, six hundred ; and 
of the two hundred and ten which arrived at Arch¬ 
angel, one hundred and seventy-one*: added to 
which, I subjoin several curious and interesting 
documents showing the 'total amount of goods ex¬ 
ported from Petersburg during the year 1822 frc. 
frc. ; after considering which, I think no one will 
be found sufficiently hardy to deny the importance 

* The ten thousand five hundred vessels which sailed through 
the Sound in 1822, belonged to different nations, in the follow¬ 
ing proportions : three thousand five hundred and thirty-eight 
English, two thousand and seventy-five Prussians, one thousand 
three hundred and four Swedish, seven hundred and fifty-six 
Danish, five hundred and fifty-six from Mecklenburg, four hun¬ 
dred from the Low Countries, three hundred and seventy-one 
Russian, three hundred and fifty-eight Hanoverian, one hundred 
and sixty-seven American, one hundred and fifteen from Lubeck, 
thirty-three from Bremen, thirty-one French, thirty from Olden¬ 
burg, twenty-nine from Hamburg, eleven from Norway, and six 
from Portugal. 

Voi. I. 2 N 
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of British merchants, or to doubt that, as a body, 
they ought to be entitled to some particular privi¬ 
leges and marks of respect in the Russian empire. 
(See annexed Tables.) 

As the income of most of the Russian nobility is 
derived from the sale of the produce of their estates 
for exportation, and as a war with England pro* 
duces a total stagnation of exports, it will easily be 
seen how unpopular and disadvantageous a rapture 
with this country must ever prove, and how much 
it is the interest of both to cultivate the ti& of 
friendship; indeed, morally speaking, providence 
has so determined their relative situations and 
wants, that were it not for unhappy, and often un¬ 
necessary political differences, there would be no 
room for other than acts of mutual benefit; and 
where we annually take from her so large apportion 
of her produce, she surely ought, in fairness and 
reciprocity, to take from us a certain return, unfet¬ 
tered by vexatious duties and restrictions, which, 
after all, the government is unable to enforce. - 

In all the large towns of this empire there are na¬ 
tives who engage to execute every public or private 
undertaking of any considerable extent or labour, 
for an adequate sum of mqjitjy; these people are 
called Podriadschi&i , and such as contract are called 
Podriads. By them most of the great undertakings 
are carried on in Russia (as with our contractors). 

Another institution, extremely useful, is that of 
the artels, or separate companies of labourers or 
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porters. An artel is composed of two or three 
score of stout, dexterous, and trusty fellows, who 
elect a chief from their body, after whom the com¬ 
pany is named. Every artelschtschik, in order to 
admission, must be proposed and elected by the 
re.st, and then give sufficient security for six or 
seven hundred rubles, in consideration whereof the 
artel is responsible for all- damages and breaches of 
trust committed by its members; but the latter, to 
their honour be it said, as with our tickct-portcrs, 
are seldom known to occur with them. 

Every morning, particularly opposite the Kazan 
church, an amazing number of persons are to be 
seen waiting for employment either as mechanics 
or labourers ;*the former are distinguished by an 
axe stuck in their belt, a tool with which a Russian 
performs wonders. These people are said to con¬ 
gregate and pass the night in subterranean abodes, 
near and under the hay-market, where they have 
little better accommodation than swine. Their daily 
food is of the most loathsome kind to any other 
than a common Russian palate, consisting of schtcht f 
or sour cabbage soup, kascha, a thick porridge of 
milled or other grain, snitki, a small dried fish not 
unlike white-bait, beluga, a coarse fish of the tunny 
species, peroghi , pies filled with meat or eggs, and 
red turnips, mushrooms and the like, all dressed in 
linseed and hemp oil, or rancid butter. The pickled 
cucumber is never omitted at a Russian dinner, 
whether of high or low degree, nor is the dram to 
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commence with; after which, the liquors in common 
life are quass, an acidulous, cooling, wholesome, and 
in warm weather, not unpleasant drink—in summer 
it is cooled with ice ; Iclukra which is extracted from 
the cranberry, and sibten which is made of honey, 
pepper, and water boiled; this last is to be found 
for sale by sbitenschickas at the corner of almost 
every street; beer is also to be had, but it is not in 
general use amongst the lower classes. In higher 
life, the national liquors are vishnefca and malinofca, 
both wines made from the cherry juice and fer¬ 
mented ; kislischtschi, a superior sort of quass; cham¬ 
pagne of the Don is said to be common in the south, 
but is rarely met with here. Foreign wines of every 
description, of the best quality, are abundant, and 
by no means dear—a particular kind of champagne 
is prepared in France for the Russian market; it is 
much sweeter than that in general use, the Russians 
are great admirers of it, and drink it in large quan¬ 
tities. English or Swedish porter is also common. 
The tables of the rich are served with luxury, and 
generally in the French style, with the exception of 
the dram or glass of liqueur, and relish of dried 
meats or "caviar, which are never omitted about ten 
minutes before the dinner is announced. 

Caviar, or the roe of sturgeon, is in general 
use, and when fresh, considered a great luxury. It 
is sent from the shores of the Caspian and Azof 
Seas in a prepared state, but with the first of the 
frost some is sent up fresh; the first arrived this 
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season on the 6th December, new style, and was 
sold at three rubles the pound—it is generally eaten 
on toast with pepper, precisely as we do marrow, 
which it resembles a good deal in flavour. The deal¬ 
ers sometimes wash the old, and attempt to sell it 
for fresh, but the deception can be easily detected 
by putting it in water, or on white paper, on neither 
of which, with the fresh, is there any oily appear¬ 
ance, whereas the prepared contains much oleagi¬ 
nous matter. 

The fruit-shops are tastefully arranged, and con¬ 
tain every kind, both of native and exotic fruit: 
the quantity of apples imported from Rostock and 
Stetten almost exceeds belief; on our first arrival 
we saw several galleots laden with them, as we see 
coasters with potatoes in England. 

Oysters are perhaps the dearest article of luxury 
for the gourmand; they are usually brought by our 
merchant-vessels, and not unfrequently, in a far 
from fresh or pure state. Notwithstanding this, 
they arc sold for a ruble a-piece, and, what is more 
extraordinary, are eaten with avidity, not only by 
the natives, but I am sorry to say by some of our 
compatriots, whose tastes have become sufficiently 
vitiated to follow or set the example. 

Tradesmen’s shops in general do not make much 
show, as the houses are let in flats, and they usually 
occupy the second, where they have a general or 
extensive apartment. For example, a stranger 
might remain here for ever, without knowing, from 
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observation, that there is an English bassaar, where 
every article of use or luxury may be procured : the 
sale is immense, and the fortunes made by the dif¬ 
ferent proprietors are great and rapid: the whole is 
served and conducted exclusively by Englishmen. 
There is also another shop on a similar plan, but on 
a much smaller scale, kept by two English quakers. 

The city is extremely badly off for booksellers, 
most of whom are Germans; but an intelligent 
Frenchman, by the name of Pluchard, takes the 
lead. He publishes the only French paper, under 
the title of Le Conserwteur Impartiel , a title, by- 
the-by, the police take good care it shall not merit; 
however he does all he can for the propagation of 
news and knowledge. His circulating library is as 
extensive as the prohibitory system will permit. 
He lately went to considerable expense and trouble 
in the compilation of a St. Petersburg Directory, 
but was given to understand that the use of it was 
not required. Just before our arrival, his strong box 
had been, with extraordinary violence, forced open 
and plundered of a considerable amount, although 
he had watchmen in the house; and little doubt 
can be entertained of their connivance, yet their 
measures have been so artfully taken, that it cannot 
be brought home to them, and he is a great loser. 
We invariably found him civil,honest, and obliging, 
without two prices, which in this country is a bless¬ 
ing rarely met with. The descent from an original 
demand is often extraordinary and annoying. 1 am 
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willing to attribute it more to custom than vilkuny, 
because I have never detected them in any thing 
like fraud in the quality of their goods, or in sub¬ 
sequent delivery, with both of which they are so 
frequently charged by foreigners: on the contrary 
I have always found in them a desire to give satis¬ 
faction, and after I had reflected, and got over what 
I considered their first attempt at extortion, I gene¬ 
rally parted from them mutually satisfied. The 
equanimity of my temper was certainly a little dis¬ 
turbed the other day in the Gastcnnoi-dvor, by a 
fellow taking twelve rubles for some lithographic 
costumes, which, in the first instance, he declared 
he could not sell for one copeck under thirty. Prints 
are extremely scarce, as talent receives little or no 
encouragement. Bonner, a Frenchman, executed 
a most beautiful set of engravings of the Imperial 
Family, from the father of Peter the Great down to 
the youngest of Paul’s children, which he could not, 
at a very moderate profit, sell under two hundred 
and thirty rubies, at which price they were re¬ 
markably cheap, for they are pronounced by good 
judges to be perfect chefs-d'oeuvre ; yet so little has 
he been encouraged, and so many remain on his 
hands, that he was glad to let me have a set ele¬ 
gantly bound for one hundred rubles, and which he 
considered a God-send, it having been so long since 
he bad sold a copy. It is often the fate of genius 
and ability to meet with neglect in life but to have 
justice done to their works by posterity, and I have 
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little doubt that it will be the ease with M. Bonner, 
and that some fifty years hence these engravings 
will- be sought after with as much avidity as they 
are now treated with indifference. By the kindness 
of one of the directors, we have been allowed to 
select twenty out of the series . of three hundred 
medals which we saw at the mint, for the set is 
seldom broken in upon. It is only justice to say, 
that, upon every occasion, we have met with a dis¬ 
position in every department to be civil and obliging 
to us. On our first arrival, we were introduced to 
the celebrated Commodore Golownin, who suffered 
a three years captivity in Japan (daily in expec¬ 
tation of being sacrificed, and often totally deprived 
of hope). We received from him, without any 
ostentatious professions, the friendly offices which 
are rarely bestowed upon foreigners, but which you 
might expect from a man who could write such 
sentiments as the following, after three years’ cap¬ 
tivity, with the full expectation that they were to 
seal his doom for ever:— 

“ Where the honour of my sovereign and the 
interests of my country are concerned, I do not set 
the value of a copeck on-my life; do not, therefore, 
take my safety into consideration. Be it now, or 
ten or twenty years hence, sooner or later, we must 
all pay the debt of nature. It is immaterial to me 
whether I die in battle or by the hand of treachery; 
whether I perish amidst waves of the sea, or yield 
my last breath on a bed of down; death is always 
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death, though he may present himself under a 
variety of forms.” These were written on the oc¬ 
casion of the Japanese wishing to exact some dero¬ 
gatory terms from Captain Rekord, who had been 
sent to endeavour to effect the release of the com¬ 
modore. It was ■ subsequently effected, and he is 
now enjoying the reward of his honourable con¬ 
duct, by holding a principal situation in the marine, 
and standing high in the estimation and confidence 
of the emperor. 

On his return from Japan, he called at Otahetie, 
and went on shore to pay his respects to the king, 
who received him, dressed in the full uniform of a 
captain in the British navy, which had been given 
him by Captain Gordon of the Cornwallis, and he 
carried the regimentals of a major-general in his 
hand; the latter had been sent to him by our king. 
As soon as the introduction was over, he resumed 
his native dress, saying the other 'was too precious 
to be spoiled. 

The commodore told us a curious anecdote of 
the quarrel between the eccentric Lydiard and the 
vacant Billings. They had both served with Cooke ; 
the former as corporal of marines, and the latter as 
a boy. Billings wished at Kamtchatka to pass off 
as having been a lieutenant with our immortal cir¬ 
cumnavigator ; this Lydiard denied, and words at 
length running high, the latter said, “I was a cor¬ 
poral, and you only a boy, therefore I am your 
superior officer, and desire you will pay me proper 
respect.” Their quarrel became irreconcilable, in- 
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trigue ensued, science suffered, and the expedition 
was rendered abortive. 

We have just heard that Captain Cochrane’s 
resolution of making a tour of the globe has suc¬ 
cumbed at the shrine of love, the goddess being in 
the shape of a child of nature, the uneducated 
daughter of a sexton in Kamtchatka, whom he has 
married, and means to educate according to his own 
notions of unsophisticated simplicity and perfect in¬ 
nocence. I fear he has lightly undertaken a doubt¬ 
ful task, and one, in which, if he does not succeed, 
his future happiness and respectability will be ine¬ 
vitably lost. 

We have here at this moment another eccentric, 
English,, naval officer as a traveller, but who excites 
much interest, not only from his infirmity (total de¬ 
privation of sight), but also from his general intelli¬ 
gence, fortitude,, resignation, and independence. He 
is much and deservedly noticed, and has, I believe, 
formed the romantic notion of also making the tour 
of the globe. How far he will succeed, it is im¬ 
possible to say; under any circumstances it is a 
task of extreme difficulty, and has never yet, I 
believe, been accomplished,, including Asia and 
America; but I have no hesitation in pronouncing, 
that Mr. Holman, deprived of sight, is capable of 
doing more from his own intelligence, perseverance, 
and good sense, than many people with the faculty 
of vision who pretend to be explorers. He has 
even- here the power of being.useful to a friend who 
is exceedingly deaf, and thus they are of mutual 
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benefit, and may be considered as the Pylades and 
Orestes of Petersburg. Addressing the deaf man 
in the chapel the other day, I could not make my¬ 
self understood, when Holman, who had his arm, 
said, " I will tell him when we get out what you 
have said; poor fellow, he is quite deaf, and very 
much to be pitied.” 

I believe I have before noticed an odd custom in 
this country, of presenting diamond rings, #-c., in¬ 
stead of payment, in many cases for services per¬ 
formed ; and as they have a certain value set upon 
them, they are equivalent to so much money, into 
which they are turned without the slightest deli¬ 
cacy ; and to such a length is it carried by the go¬ 
vernment, that there is an establishment called the 
Imperial Cabinet, where articles of all descriptions 
and value are deposited, such as furs, rings, snuff¬ 
boxes, sworcfe, crosses, 8$c., with an assessed value 
in money attached to each, which is much more 
than the articles would fetch in the "market, or by 
private sale. Therefore, when the emperor wishes, 
or is advised to reward a person, he sends an order 
to the director of the cabinet to present him an 
article of a certain value; and it is by no means un¬ 
common, or at all considered indelicate or an insult 
to the crown, for the person receiving it to return 
it within a few days, and to request to. have the 
assessed value in money, so that the same articles 
are issued and re-issued frequently, and sometimes 
to the same person. An English physician showed 



556 ST. PETERSBURG. 

us seven hundred pounds’ worth of rings and boxes 
which he had received from various families, but 
which he had too much English independence and 
pride to turn into money. Since 1814, the fre¬ 
quency of the emperor’s visits to foreign coun¬ 
tries is said to have been a severe burden upon the 
exchequer. 

The Lombard is an establishment connected with 
the foundling hospital; that is to say, its profits are 
for the benefit of that establishment. In other 
words, it is the Mont-de-Piete of France, or pawn¬ 
brokers of England, only it is attached to the found¬ 
ling hospital. It lends on gold or silver three-fourths 
of the value, on other metals half; and on jewels, 
clothes, furs, &c., such proportions as are thought 
reasonable, yet never below ten, or above a thousand 
rubles. The value of the property brought is ap¬ 
praised by 8worn taxers or assessors. * The money 
is lent for short periods, or at most, for a year. 
The pledgers are allowed, for repayment, only three 
weeks’ grace, after the expiration of the term. After 
this time, the pawns are sold by public auction, from 
the proceeds whereof the proprietor faithfully re¬ 
ceives back all that may exceed the loan, interest, and 
expenses. I attended one of the sales, and thought 
the articles fetched a very high price. Money may 
also be deposited there at regular interest. 

The Loan Bank is more extensive, and of greater 
importance to the nobility and towns, &c. It owes 
its rise to the benevolence of Catharine II., who. 
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in 1780, made a deposit of thirty-six millions of 
rubles, in order to be lent out on adequate security 
at five per cent, interest. This accommodation is 
often of the greatest use in times of unexpected 
distress by failure of crops or of speculations; it 
answers its intended purpose, that of relieving sub¬ 
jects, and producing an annual revenue to the state. 

When the weather is clear and mild, say from 
two to six degrees below freezing, the quays and 
Nevski Perspective present a gay scene, in conse¬ 
quence of the numerous pedestrians both male and 
female. It is not unusual in one morning to meet 
at different times the whole of the imperial family 
unattended by guards: the emperor returns every 
salute by touching his hat in the military style. 
We met the Grand Duke Michael yesterday, who 
asked if we had intended to visit his school sans 
ctremonie. We were obliged to acknowledge that 
our time, since his kind permission, had been too 
much occupied, and that now our departure would 
so soon take place, as to render it impossible. He 
seemed to feel disappointed, but wished us a bon 
voyage with much kindness. He has the gruffest 
voice for a young man that I have ever heard. It 
is said he is soon to be married; they are now 
building a very extensive palace for him, in a se¬ 
cluded situation near the summer gardens, which 
will bearus in urbe, for although it is completely 
in the town, it is so sheltered or secluded by trees, 
as not to be perceptible from any street. 
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The Grand Duke Constantine is expected every 
day from Warsaw, and we regret much that we 
shall not have an opportunity of seeing him. His 
character has been notorious in the world, and has 
met with, I believe, general reprobation ; yet here 
it is confidently reported, that he has had the good 
sense to see his errors, and to amend them, and 
even to be so far impressed with his former folly, 
as to offer most excellent advice to his pothers, as 
to their conduct; It is said that he is now rather a 
favourite wherever he has an opportunity of being 
personally known; but of course it will be ex¬ 
tremely difficult to remove the existing prejudice 
in remote parts of the empire. The following cir¬ 
cumstance I have heard vouched for as having made 
the first favourable impression on his disposition. 

When carrying on every act of government with 
rigour and despotism in Poland, two noblemen ob¬ 
tained a private audience, and told him exactly how 
the country felt towards him, and that, in all pro¬ 
bability, a revolt would be the consequence. They 
finished by saying, they knew that, after what they 
had communicated, it was useless to expect for¬ 
giveness at his hands, but that they preferred the 
good of their country to every other consideration; 
and to convince him they were only actuated by it, 
pulled out a pair of pistols, saying, “How easy 
could we sacrifice you! but no, we sacrifice our* 
selves, in hopes that this devotion may work a 
change in your conduct towards our unhappy 
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country,” and immediately shot themselves dead. 
It had the desired effect, and he has ever since 
been improving in conduct. He has been divorced 
from the sister of Prince Leopold, with, it is said, 
sufficient cause from her infidelity, though, on the 
other hand, it must be allowed, that his behaviour 
towards her was such as to disgust her, and justify 
on her part any other conduct except the violation 
of the marriage vow, which'ever ought to be held 
inviolable? 1 He has since been married to a Polish 
lady with the consent of the emperor, under, how¬ 
ever, a Ukaz, which prohibits the issue of the mar¬ 
riage from ever, under any circumstances, succeed¬ 
ing to the throne of Russia. But the same despotic 
power which enables Alexander to issue the Ukaz, 
will enable Constantine, if he becomes emperor, to 
rescind it. The ground of the prohibition is said 
to be, that feuds have always crept into the imperial 
family from Polish marriages. Constantine is re¬ 
ported to be devoted to his present wife, and it is 
asserted that they set an example of conjugal fidelity 
arid happiness to all around them. The Polish 
ladies have certainly a very great advantage over 
the Russian in point of beauty, and are therefore 
frequently preferred by the men in marriage, which 
causes no small degree of jealousy and envy on the 
part of the Russian fair sex. Whether it may be to 
act as foils, or what, I cannot ascertain, but a singular 
custom exists in many Russian families, of having 
Kalmuc, Tartar, or other hideous children as in- 
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mates, and not unfrequently deformed persons, or 
dwarfs. The lady of an officer of the highest rank, 
who lives opposite my window, never stirs out in 
her carriage without being accompanied by a dwarf, 
who, unlike the generality of them, is perfectly 
well made and proportioned. Before I was aware 
of the circumstance, I had frequently seen him in 
the morning, outside of the gate, playing with or 
teasing dogs, when I thought him a remarkably 
strong and bold child, of'$foout five yeaW old. I 
afterwards found that he was five-and-twenty, and of 
an extremely vain and proud disposition. Apropos 
of dogs, they are not allowed to run loose about 
the streets, all found so are lawful prizes to the 
police, who sometimes have a regular hunt after 
them, when a net is spread entirely across a street, 
and the poor animals drawn into it; some escape, 
and ever afterwards are dreadfully alarmed at the 
sight of a police-man. Why dogs are so perse¬ 
cuted at a season when there cannot be any dread 
of hydrophobia, I have been unable to learn. 

Having taken leave of all our friends, and pre¬ 
pared every thing for the journey, we are to start 
to-morrow at noon, in our carriage, mounted on a 
sledge, as during the Revel trip, for the far-famed 
Moscow. Our sijour of one hundred and forty-six 
days has been pleasant, and not devoid of interest. 
We shall leave some friends with much regret, as 
at their hands we have received great kindness and 
civility. 
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I cannot do better than to conclude my commu¬ 
nications from this modern capital of Russia, by 
giving you the following statistical data and tabular 
statements, the results of my personal experience 
and immediate inquiries. 


Meteorological Observations, continued from page 481, up to the day 
of our departure from St. Petersburg for Moscow. 

8 A.M. 

1828. 

Faren. 

State of Wind and Weather. 

‘‘h ' 

N. S. 

December 24 

O 

+ & 

26° difference in the course of the twenty-four 

25 

20 

hours. Wind North. 

Cloudy; a little snow. 

26 

is 

Westerly. 

jw 27 

so 

Hazy. 

28 

23 


29 

28 

Westerly. 

so 

26 


31 

30 

„ Hazy. 

1823. 

January 1 

28 

Hazy. 

2 

18 

Little snow. 

3 

10 

99 

4 

14 

99 

5 

23 

» 

6 

23 

Hazy. 

7 

21 

Little snow. 

8 

21 

Strong wind and unpleasant weather. 

9 

28 

Sleet 

10 

19 

N.E. Clear sun out for the first time since 

11 

3 

Christmas-day. 

Snow in the night. 

12 

16 

A little snow. 

13 

27 

99 

14 

14 

East, little snow. 

15 

-4 

Easterly, very cold. 

16 

7 

S.E, moderate. 

17 

0 

West. 

18 

6 

S.E. 

19 

6 

9» 

20 

6 

99 

i 21 

4 


22 

2 

Westerly. 

23 

0 

97 

24 

+ 4 

99 

25 

18 

9> 


VoL. I. 


2.0 
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8 A.M. 


ms. 

Faren. 

N. s. 

January 26 

+ 18 
Reanm. 

2T 

-11 

28 

11 

29 

11 

30 

10 

31 

11 

February 1 

11 

2 

IS 

3 

13 

4 

16 

5 

15 

6 

18 

7 

18 

8 

18 

9 

8 

10 

14 

11 

9 

12 

13 

13 

4 

14 

15 

H 

16 

- 2 

17 

2 

18 

6 

19 

5 

20 

8 

21 


22 


23 



State of Wind and Weather. 


Snow thick. 

J. 

w 

N.E ” cold. 

Snow. 

Snow, N.E. 

Much wind. 

Strong gale. 

» i 

Less wind. 

Easterly. ■ 

ft 

Moderate. 

Strong cold wind, west. 

» 

Snow. 

S.E. 

Snow, west. 

» 

» 

tt 

East. 

» 

» 


Snow. 


ft 









ST. PETERSBURG. 


563 


PRICE OF PROVISIONS, &e. AT PETERSBURG 
IN 1822. 

Beef, fresh, the poud, of 36 pounds English, 5 to 8 rub. 

-frozen, ditto, 4 to 6 rub. 

Veal, fresh, the pound, 60 cop. to 1 rub. 

Mutton, fresh, the pound, 25 to 40 cop. 

Pork, fresh, the pound, 25 to 40 cop. 

Ham, cured, the pound, 40 to 60 cop. 

Geese, frozen, per couple, 7 rub. 

Ducks, frozen, per couple, 4 rub. 

Fowls, frozen, per pair, 2 rub. 50 cop. to 3 rub. 

Turkeys, frozen, per pair, 7 rub. 

Pigeons, frozen, per pair, 2 rub. 25 cop. 

Rabbits, fresh, per couple, 4 rub. 50 cop. 

Hares, fresh, per couple, 3 rub. to 4 rub. 50 cop. 

Eggs, per dozen, 1 rub. 

Milk, per bottle, 25 to 40 cop. 

Butter, Colonist, per pound, 1 rub. 25 cop. to 1 rub. 50 cop. 

_Russian, per pound, 50 to 65 cop. 

__ Finland, per pound, 50 to 80 cop. 

Cheese, per poud, 32 rub. 

Fish*. 

Sequ, each, 80 cop. to 2 rub. 

Soudoc, per pound, 60 cop. to 1 rub. 20 cop. 

Salmon, per pound, 80 cop. to 1 rub. 

_Trout, per pound, 1 rub. 40 cop. to 2 rub. 

White Fish, frozen, per pound, 1 rub. to 1 rub. 50 cop. 
Nalema, frozen, per pound, 30 to 40 cop. 

Beluga, frozen, per pound, 60 to 80 cop. 

Eels, each, 1 rub. 50 cop. to 2 rub. 

Sturgeon, per pound, 1 to 2 rub- 

* In winter, when frozen, J to I less, 


202 
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Perch, each, 50 cop. to 1 rub. 

Smelts (10), 1 to 25 cop. 

Pike, per pound, 30 to 40 cop. 

Lasher, per pound, 70 cop. to 1 rub. 

Carp, per pound, 40 to 50 cop. 

Craw-fish, river, per 100, 3 to 6 rub. 

Cod (from the White Sea), per pound, frozen, 50 to 90 cop. 
Turbot (from the White Sea), per pound, frozen, 90 cop. to 1 rub. 
50 cop. 

Salmon, Red and White, per pound, frozen, 70 cop. to 1 rub. 
Caviar, fresh, per pound, 2 to 4 rub. 

Game*. 

Rapchicks, per pair, 1 rub. 50 cop. to 2 rub. 

Herapatka, per pair, 2 rub. 50 cop. to 3 rub. 

Black Cock, per pair, 3 rub. 50 cop. to 4 rub. 50 cop. 

Cock of the Wood, per pair, 5 rub. 50 cop. to 6 rub. 50 cop. 
Snipes, double, per pair, 2 to 4 rub. 

Woodcocks, 4 rub. to 4 rub. 50 cop. 

Miscellaneous. 

Oil, Florence, per flask, 1 rub. 75 cop. 

Vinegar, per gallon, 2 rub. 20 cop. 

Beer, Russian, per barrel, 25 rub. 

— English, per barrel, 85 rub. 

Brandy, Cognac, per anker, 90 to 165 rub. 

Rum, West-India, per anker, 75 to 110 rub. 

Tea, per pound, 5 to 25 rub. 

Coffee, per poud, 55 to 80 rub. 

Sugar, raw, per poud, 18 to 27 rub. ' 

.. , refined, per poud, 32 to 44 rub. 

Potatoes, per cool, 8 rub. 

Wheat Flour, per poud, 6 to 7 rub. 

Oats, per cool, 13 to 16 rub. 

Salt, per poud, 2 rub. 25 cop. 

Candles, tallow, per poud, 13 to 17 rub. 

* Much cheaper and abundant when the sledge-roads are good. 
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Candles, wax, per poud, 80 to 84 rub. 

Wood, per fathom, 7 to 14 rub. 

Charcoal, per cool, 1 rub. 80 cop. 

Tobacco, Russian, per pound, 1 rub. 

Foreign, per pound, 2 nib. 

Wine. 

Portugal, per pipe, 1000 to 1800 rub. 

Chateau Margot, per barrel, 500 to 1000 rub. 

Medoc, per barrel, 250 to 450 rub. 

Madeira, per barrel, 800 to 1700 rub. 

Champagne, per case of 50 bottles, 300 to 480 rub. 

Rhine, per bottle, 6 to 25 rub. 

Hungarian, per bottle, Tokay, 20 to 30 rub. 

Servant, per Month, without keep, 15 to 40 rub. 

Coachman, per Month, without keep, 40 rub. 

Cook, per Month, without keep, 20 to 60 rub. 

Keep of a horse, per Month, 75 rub. 

Hire of two carriage-horses, per Month, 300 rub. 

-Carriage and four horses, per Month, 500 rub. 

Such of the Russian peasantry as are slaves of the 
proprietors, are bought and sold with the lands 
which they cultivate, and are bound either to work 
three days a week for their master, in return for the 
fields granted them for their own subsistence, or to 
pay him an annual sum, which is called an Obrok. 
This he has it in his power to levy, and to propor¬ 
tion the amount to the different circumstances of 
individuals, according as they are prosperous, or 
otherwise; some of these slaves are settled in cities, 
and are worth immense wealth; the masters pre¬ 
ferring a high Obrok to a large sum paid down for 
manumission. 
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TABLES OF RUSSIAN MEASURES, WEIGHTS, AND 
MONEY. 


MEASURES. 


The Archine is 

i, Saj&ne ,, 

„ Verst „ 


‘28 inches, English. 
7 feet, 

■| mile. 


WEIGHTS. 


The Solotnick 

is 

6 grains, 

Three ditto 

are 

1 lot, 

Thirty-two lots 


1 pound, 

Thirty-six pounds 

»» 

1 poud, 

One Chetvert 

is 

6 bushels, 

Ten ditto 

»» 

1 cool, 


MONEY. 


4 Pol u sea — 

2 Dengas — 

5 Copecks — 

100 Copecks — 


1 copeck, 
1 ditto, 

1 partash, 
1 ruble. 


A paper ruble, according') 
to rate of exchange, J 

Silver ruble, formerly, 

Two Silver rubles and 251 
copecks J 


is 10 pence, 
was 4 shillings, 

„ 1 gold ducat. 


But gold is now never seen, and silver very 
rarely, except pieces of from ten to eighty copecks, 
which are extremely useful in posting. 



